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PREFACE. 


HE defien of this book is to exhibit the multiptied corrup. 
tions of the Federal Government, and more efpecially 
the mifconduét of the Prefident, Mr. Adams. 

“Jn the courfe of printing, it was difcovered that the manu. 
ript would far exceed the limits at firft propofed; and that, in 
order to complete the work, it will be neceflary to publifh a fe- 
nd volume. ‘This can, perhaps, be done fometime in fummer 
next. Iam folicitous that the remainder of the work fhould get 
nto circulation, previous to the approaching appointment of 
electors for the fourth Prefidency. Every day augments the pro- 
bability, that nothing but the difmiffion of Mr. Adams can fave 
the United States, either firft or laft, from the calamities of a 
French war, It is true that a peace may, for the prefent, be formed. 
But while government news-papers continue to revile the whole 
nch nation, we cannot expect that reconcilement is to be du- 
able. ‘Lhe danger becomes the greater, becaufe we can hope 
dr nothing from England but the worft offices, as the confe- 
@uence of her antient hatred, and of the unavoidable diffolution 
of Jay’s treaty, 
~» his publication originates from a genuine concern for the 
welfare of mankind. Sut that welfare cannot be promoted by 
ommending their follies, or by varnifhing their crimes. The 
Imoft univerfal imperfection of hiftory confifts in this, that the 
thor celebrates his own countrymen, as the moft virtuous and 
xcellent of the human race. In point of individual charaCter, 
wilized nations are clofely upon a level. It is not worth while 
sto fay much about the virtues of any particular people upon earth, 
for, in moit inftances, the better that you know mankind, the 
lefs you will truft them. All over the world, political tranfac- 
tions are pregnant with abfurdity and guilt; while every coun- 
try has its own little knot of hiftorians, who teach their fellow- 
citizens to believe that they are the moit valuable portion of the 
human fpecies. P 
From this kind of weaknefs, I hope that the prevent volume 
is free. The faults of all parties, and of the nation colledtively, 
have been told with candour, and without referve. It is neither 
yby flattering, nor by fcolding mankind, that you can hope to re- 
formthem. In this book, the middle ftile is chofen; and no di- 
ligence has been fpared in the fearch for accurate information. 
‘Yet, when examining a multiplicity of complicated fubjects, it 
is difficult to efcape the probability of being fometimes miftaken ; 
ee in relating a fucceffion of faéts, where every ftep excites 
contempt or deteftation, it.is dificult to avoid an occafional fe+ 
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verity of exprefiion. Even this will be pardoned, if it cannot be 
defended, when I am to defcribe feenes’of plunder, which night 
force a bluth into the beak of the moft hungry cormorant, that 
ever took his flight from Conneéticut to rooft on the Federal 
Treafury: , iat ci ane ae ‘ot. tga 
‘Many of the matters here brought forward, are treated but at 
half their proper Jeneth: Sach, for example, is the law for ob- 
firucting the fale of the weftern lands. The examination of the 
bribery difpatches, as well as that of ‘the counter addrefs of the 
minority of Delegates, breaks off, alfo, in the middle. The 
Algerine bufinefs was much more expenfive than it is here de- 
icribed'to be, for T was obliged to ftop fhort from want of room. 
‘The'documents which I had collected concerning the fhameful 
walie of public money, would 4ll many an additional fheet of 
paper. “ All thefe chafnis are to be fupplied in the fecond volume, 
Bat I was anxious to comprife in the prefent ane an extenfive di. 
verlity of contents, that readers of all forts may be fure td find 
jomething leis, or more, that fhall hit the particular tafte of each 
of them,“ Tam/always afraid of faying a great deal at once, up- 
on any one fubject, for fear of becoming tirefome. By the fub- 
fequent defultory mode of writing, by paffing fo frequently from 
one end to another of federal hiftory, fomething may be loft in 
point of regularity, but much more is gained in the /uperior pro- 
bability of fixing the reader’s attention. When you cannot guefs 
what is to ‘come in the next page, your mind is kept more upon 
Lue arch he é “eninatioke i heise ” 
“With regard to the language of this book, it may be proper 


to fay fomething farther. In 1794, Mr. John ‘Taylor publifh- 


ed An enquiry into the principles and tena cacy of certain public mea- 


jures, ~"Vhe whole {Cape of his pamphlet goes to prove that, ina 
croud of tnflanees, Congrets have broke through the conttitution. 
Mr, “Paylor dwells, with peculiar emphafis, upen the charter 
of the bank of the Uniced Siates. ~ He proves, what is indeed ve 
ry plain, that this af, broke through the conftitution, which 
Contgicls had tword to fupport, Grounding upon the reafon of 
the'cute, and emboldened by a precedent fo ftrong as his, I have 
inentioncd this act of Congrefs by its proper title, to wit, as an 
act of peryziy, Ia another place, Ihave quoted a letter publifh- 
ed by Mi. “Taylary wherein he explains the neceflity for fending 
Tammoth y"Picketing toa wed houje. With fuch a fpecimen. ot 


frankness, it will hovdly be {aid chat my ftile is a great deal bread- 
er than that of Mr, ’Paylor. Tht ania 
“3 the authority of this writer is, and very defervedly, of the 
greateit weight, I fhall here quote from his Enquiry, fome de- 
tached paflazes. The idea of a bank does not appear to. have 
“been contemplated, or difcufled, in the minuteft degree, by the 
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convention, which framed the conftitution, And not a trace 
&¢ of {uch an idea, is to be found in the inftrument refulting from 
«< their deliberations.—-A member of Congrefs, debauched by a 
“ profitable banking intereft, ceafes to be a citizen of the United 
« States, or an inbabitant of the ftate which chutes him, as fo the 
© purpofes of the conftitution. He becomes.a Citizen and inhabi- © 
“tant of Carpenters Hall.—The bank realizes \the doétrine of 
“ tranfubftantiation upon a member of Congrefs.. He goes, one 
se thing, and by adminiftering to him gvavtum fufficit of paper, 
he is converted to another. Even fchool boys ridicule and con- 
_< ¥eran the corruption which guides the Britith parliament, ac- 

“ cording to the will of a minifter. They have fufficient pene- 
< tration to difcern, that the fyirem is a cheat, exhibiting the pic- 
« ture of liberty, in lieu of the fubftance. Compare the two ca- 
« fes.” [Mr. Taylor means the two governments of Bri- 
vain and America.] £ and point out, if you can, a differ- 
“Conger: | 

Nothing can ke more forcible, or more corre&tly founded, than 
this charge. ‘ Search,” fays Mr. Taylor, ° and you will ine- 
“s yitably find” [mark his words !] ° A PRESENT ACTING USUR- 
“¢ parron y for if the proceedings of goyernment are inconfiftent 
“¢ with the principles of the conftitutien, there is nothing to puptify 
“ them.” 

Neither is Mr. Taylor fingular in thefe opinions. He only 
repeats what has been the profeiled and firm belief of nine tenths 
ofall the fenators and reprefentatives whom Virginia has ever fent 
to Congrefs. General Lee, for inflance, has always {poke with 
abhorrence of Hamilton’s fundin: fyftem, and General Marfhall, 
with all his barbacues, found it neceflary to tell a number of bis 
electors, that his principles were like thofe of Mr, Clopton. i 
{ral quote a few lines more from Mr. Taylor, and then conclude : 
“ lavery,” fays he, “ when impoled by antient ambition, « was 
“¢ {sftened by a military generolity of difpofition ; but from the 
“ modern, fordid, money-loving meannefs of mind, what meli- 
“¢ oration can be expected °” 


“Hear him, likewife, upon the funding fyftem, “It was fo 
<t contrived,” fays he, “‘ as to enable {petulators and monied men, 
to defraud the great bulk of the community of their paper. pro-. 
 perty; as to transfer it, from thofe whoearned it, to thofe who 
“ pilfered it, either by fuggefting falfehoods, or concealing truths ; 
“ as to concentrate it in a few hands, fp that it. could be applied 
<< with impreffion, ‘and poflefs activity, as@ political machine ; and 
ét-as to the true 6wners, by way of retribution for their property, 
“¢ [they got] a burthenfome tax.” Behold the legiflators who 
calumniate governor Monroe! 3 
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Con AR PB. Ry Te 
Remarks on an Address to Mr. Adams.— His answer.—-Examination 
of ite—Causes for adopting the. Federal Constitution.—General ob» 
servations on the government of your own choice.——Lnileresting 
memoirs of the last election for Presidents 


Tx June, 1798, fome officers and foldiers of the, Jerfey militia 
tranfmitted an addrefs to Pretident Adams. ‘They did not acknow- 
Jedve ap implicit, approbation of his condu&. They declared their 
difdelief that the adminiftration of our government has, in all cas 
& fes, been absolutely perfect /” “They explained their averfion to an 
Englifp alliance, and a French war. They afcribed the calamitous 
fituation of the United States to the influence of interested com~ 
‘6 mercial characters,’ andot the internal faction that had formerlyre- 
fifled the American revolutions ‘They warned Mr..Adams to be= 
ware of furrounding flatterers, and of men who panted to fpeculate 
in the fpoils of war. John Fenno arraigned their produGion as 
“ infamous.’ - The Preiident gave them an anfwer, which has exci- 
ted the following obferyations. .- | 

“Your government,” fays Mr. Adams, “ is not, I hope, to be 
“ called a party’; if a government of your own choice is a party, how 
“ can.you obtain one which will not be fo !” Under’ the general 
phrafe of government, Mr. Adams here attempts to confound the 
conftitutions and its officers. Thefe are two matters entirely dittinét. 
‘As fueh, tliey fhall be feparately difcufled. I begin with the forne 
of government, that is, the prefent federal conflitution. 

This fyftem was, after a violent ftruggle, adopted by a majority of 
the people. One reafon orconceit, which led them to this meafure, 
was left the United States fhould be invaded and partitioned by fome 
foreign powers For. the laft ten years, our public tranfactions have 
often originated in falfe alarms, operating on the public mind like 
as many fhocks of eleGtricity. At one time, Genet was to overturn 
the government. When that bugbear vanifhed, the Weftern mob, 
fo carefully foftered into confequence by Hamilton, was to coverthe 
continent with carnage and defolation. The third annual panic 
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arofe in July, 1795, on the publication of Jay’s treaty. By detiio= 
cratical demonftration, the whole {hipping of America was, in two 
years at farthelt, to he aanihilated. Nine months after, we found 
out that this very bargain was the beftimaginable, and that nothing 
but an immediate acceptance of it, could fave our foreig n commerce 
from extinction. his wasin 1796s) The periodical’ trejnor of 1797 
began by the recall cf Adet from P hiladeiphia, the rejection of 
Pinckney at Paris, the torrent of French piracy that burft upon our 
navigation, and our conicioufneds of having, in fome meafure, deferved 
the vengeance of the republic. Men of fenfe recollected the imperti- 
nence of our prefidential fpeeches regarding France, the brutality of 
newfpapers hired by Britifh Ambattadord and patronized by the federal 
party, and, above all, the ever infamous defertion of our allies and 
Benbtadays: contimated by Jay’s treaty.° In 1798} ‘Aihérica aid, 
for once, aflume an appearance of refolution. To méet the apatouich - 
ing war, Congrefs voted for preparations to the amount ‘of about 
fourteen millions and fix hundred thoufand dollars ; and after all this 
additional. vortex of debt, we difcover that the laf annual alarm ies 
been equally falie with each of its‘predeceflors. The French were 
provoked to plunder, but they have hitherto retufed to fights . & 

I now’ retirn'to the tremor of 1787, by which the ¢€ government 
“of ‘your Own choice,” viz. the faderat conflitution, “was cramined 
down the gullet of Americas’ The firft grand argument fo ir adoption 
was the danger exifting from external gonquelt. "This could only bé 
attempted upon three quarters. -Firft, by the Englifh, a péople whom 
the Americans had juft before beaten, and who, during! that very 
period, were’ fucceflively on the brink of war with Pik oe Holland, 
and Ruffia. Second; France might poffibly have invaded this sah 
try; but her exchequtt was barikrupt, and fhe was, of courfe, inca 
pable of fighting. Third; Spain’ could have difturbed the United 

Seates, but her councils | are always pacific. Forthe Jaft hundred and 
fifty years, her vigour has been broken, and the has never oncé gone to 
war, but when kicked into it by the ambition of France ot mipaid 
In fhort, at ‘the’ time in queftion, the powers of Europe Were.occu- 
pied in plotting the deftrudtion of each others They had no leéifure 
for thinking of America. Patrick ‘Henry, and ‘his’ friends in’ the 
convention Of Virginia, could not farce Mr. Madifon’s majority: to 
comprehend this very plain fact. The dread of foretgm eonqueft was, 
in 1787, as ridiculous as that ‘of ‘witchcrait, for which Me Bub 
roughs, once a parton of Salem; was hung by the faints of the laft 
centurye . 

There was another capital argument for framing a new confiitu- 
tion. Rhode-Ifland refufed to pay'her fharé: of the expence of the 
war, or of taxes to difcharge it.) *° Rhode-Iffand,’”” faid Mr. Ran- 
dolph, ‘* has Bean in one eontinted train of oppohtion to national 
‘s duties and integtity. | They have defrauded their creditors ‘by 
“¢ their paper money.—-Rhode- Ifand’ and Conne&ieut’ have’ been on 
“ the point of ae on the fubjedt of their i Toney oe ee The: 
Pt eames 1 LD 2 et 
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© {malleA fate in the Union,” faid Mr, Madifon, has obftructed | 
¢ every attemt,to reform the, government. That little member,” 
{a mere wart on, the furface of the confederation] ‘* that httle 
‘< member has repeatedly difobeyed and counteracted the generat 
* authority; nay, has even fupplied the enemies of its country with 
 provitions.’’t . Mr. Madifon adds that the other twelve ftates had 
once agreed on, certain meafures, which were thought neccflary for 
the general fafety, and which Rhode-Ifland} defeated by refufing her 
afient. This {tate comprehends about a feventieth part of the fede- 
ral population; and perhaps about a feven hundred and feventieth 
part-of the federal territory. Inftead of altering the old govern- 
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ment on agcount of Rhode-Ifland, the other {tates ought to have af- 
certained her quoia ofthe public debt. A military force fhould then. 
have raifed annual infialments from this.corner for difcharging that 
quota. Inflead;of bringing the mountain to Mahomet, congrefs 
fhould have brought Mahomet to the mountain. A few fathoms of 
tight cordage might alfo have been ftored for the accommodation of 
thofe worthy citizens, who fold provifions to the Britihh army. In- 
ftead of chaftifing this gang of renegadoes, tor fuch Randolph and 
Madifon did, in fubftance, defcribe them to be, the continental union 
preffed them to its bofom ; nay, they were granted a weight in con~ 
grefs equal to that of the largett and moft amicable flates in che union. 
By a moft abfurd claufe of the conftitution, the Senate, although they 
are at. prefent above three times lefs numerous than the other houfe, 
can negative any law ; jult as if a fenator was likely to be a wifer 
or better man than a reprefentative. Hence the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, the only republican branch of the conftitution, is hardly. 
better than a popular ftalking horfe. And thus Rhode-Iland, by her. 
two fenators, has, in the laftrefort,as much power as any other ftate, 
of ten times. her real confequence. ‘We pretend to laugh at the in- 
equalities of Englith reprefen tation. Clithero and Newton, two pet- 
ty villages in Lancafhire, fend between them four members to par- 
liament 3 while the county at large, containing at leaft thirty thou- 
fand freeholders, elects but two.|| Delaware and Rhode Ifland bear 
much the fame proportion, to the continent that thefe two villages 
bear to Lancashire. Their fenators have, in general, fupported all 
the. worit and leading meafurcs of the riftocracy.. Without them, 
the Britifh treaty muft have died in the cradle. 

The admiffion of the two Lilliputian ftates to an equal number of, 
fenatoys with the larger ones was eminently ridiculous. The acceps 

ea SS DR : 

: | NOTESe 
for cheating theirs creditors, think. of the tender-laws, by which a 
thoufand dollars were often paid with one. Certain proceeding’s in 
Kentucky are faid to be much about the fame ftandard. In abfence 
of its owner, alarge tract of land is fometimes fold for half nothing 
to pay a few fhillings of {late taxese, : 

+ Ibid, p. 97. 

‘} Then commonly called Rogue’s Island. ‘ r 

| See Mr, Erfkine’s {peech on the trial of Thomas Walker. 
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tance of Rhode I fand, with all her mifdemeanors, on fuch terms, was 
as if the aflembly of Pennfylvania had voted to fend to New Orleans 
for David Bradford, and to elect him Prefident of their Senate. No 
particular difrefpe is here aimed at Rhode Ifland, a fate fo honouras 
bly diftinguifhed from the reft of New England by its abhorrence of 
ecclefiaflical ufurpation. Itake only the {pecial ground occupied 
by the orators of Virginia’; and the’ conclufion here drawn arifés 
from their own premifes. With a great ftate, like New-York, it 
might be neceflary to temporife, but not with Rhode Ifland. The 
two reafons above explained for adopting the new govertiment were 
very fhallow. Put the cafe that the flates were now independent of: 
each other, and that a foreign army lands at Norfolk. Volunteers 
would throng againft it from every part of the country. The burft 
of national fenfibility would, in a’mcment, overwhelm all the bul- 
warks that fophiftry or faction could endeavour to raife againftit., — 
A third argument for adopting this government of your own choice. 
was the advantage that congrefs would poflefs over individual fates 
in framing eommercial treaties with foreign nations. This motive, 
was plaufible, and it became “ a principal caufe of the formation vf 
*¢ the conftitution.”* Mr. Page, among others, has fully demon- 
flrated in what way Mr. Wathington broke the cpnftitution, with ré- 
{pe&to this point. He obferves that the power of regulating com- 
merce with foreign nations, and Indians, is, by that paper, affigned 
to Congrefs: yet, in defiance of this principle, Mr. Wathington en- 
tered into. a commercial treaty with England, “He got it accépted 
of by two thirds of the Senate. He then publifhed it, as the law of: 
' the land, before the fubject had-ever come before the reprefentatives. 
He could not have committed a more net and pure violation of his 
oath to preferve the conftitution, and of his official truft; ‘or a'grofier 
perfonal infult on the reprefentatives ; for he well knew that a large 
majority ofthat houfe were againft the treaty. ‘The prefent condi? 
tion of our commerce proves that this third areument for adopting: 
the federal fyftem has iflued in perfea delufion, difappointment, and 
difgrace. Befides a million of proofs adduced in my former vo- 
lumes, and which, for five years paft, have choaked up thé newipad 
pers, attend toyour late ambaffador, Mr, Monroe.  *¢ We are niade 
“faft by treaty,’ fays this excellent writer, “¢ and by the spirit of: 
‘* those at the belm, to a nation bankrupt in its refources, and rag 
“¢ pidly verging etther to anarchy or defpotifm. Nor ‘38 this ‘all. 
«Our national honour is 7m the dust ; we have been kicked, cuffed, 
~% and plundered, all over the ocean; our reputation for faith feout- - 
‘¢ ed ; our government and people branded as cowards, incapable of 
*< being provoked to refift,and ready to receive again thofe chains 
“we had taught others to burft. Long willit be, before we fhall | 
“ be able.to forget what we are, nor will centuries faffice to raife 
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* Vid. an addrefsto the citizens of the diftrié of York in Virs 
inlay by John Page, efq. dated Auguft sth, 1796,p.13, 9 7 
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® us to the bigh pround from which we have fallen.’”* The laft 
fentencé is too ftrongly expreffed, Nations, like individuals, aré 
fond of thinking thémfelves: admired, and that they ftand upon high 
ground, with other people. s¢ It is eranted,” fays an old Scot{wo- 
man, “ that there is no fuch climate as ours,” ‘The Englith think 
themfelves envied by the French, and Raynal fays that the French 
are admired by: the whole world. The pi@ure drawn by Mr. Mon- 
roe i8, upon the whole, rigidly corre@t, and if we are not quite incu- 
rable, it muft extingtifh our admivation for the prefidential talents 
af Mr. Wathineton. | 
“ & fourth-fede al areument had more real weight than perhaps all 
the ‘éther three. ~ “ The conftitution was eftab! Lifted es the purpofé 
& of paying thé debts: of the United States, which the Cong refs, un 
“ der'the old confederation, could not pay.’’t This profpee has 
proved as abortive®as that of the’ protection of our ‘trade. Inftead 
of growing ‘leisy our public ‘debt is --conftantly growing largere 
¥rom the prodigal {pirit of governimenty there is no chance that it 
ever will be: paid. From*the fcandalous way in which it was raked 
together, there is “no honeft reafon to with that it ever fhould be 
paid, With the fingle’exception of the foreign debt. ‘Take notice 
of the following parr ieullars and then*judge what chance remains, 
that this public ‘debt will ever be extinguil fhed and what a precious 
bantling your own choice of a government has pibved to" bel 

The ‘eonttitutions ‘warrants congrefs *¢ to pay the debts of the 
“United States.” ‘Thefe confifted ° of two claffes, the domeftic 
debt,’ and the foreien debt.. On January 1{t, 1790, they amounted 
collectively to fifty-four millions, three Randbed and fixty- -two thou~ 
{and dollars. At this point the authority of government ftopt. 
Buta majority of the members had been gambling , as all the world 
knows, in the domeftic debt ; and witha view to fhelter that black 
tranfaciion from infamy, tHey comprehended: in the fame ftdtute’a 
mafs of debt due by individual ftates.|| Congrefs had precifely the 
fame title to have included the whole fums reciprocally due between 
private citizens, The latter adoption would have been ‘i as repu- 
Jar as the formers By the thirteenth fection of a ftatuté of Augult 
Ath, 1790, they authorifed a loan of twenty-one millions, five hun- 
died thoufand dollars, to affift them in fupporting., this affumption of 
ftate debts. The certificates of debts. due by individual flates, and 
which had been iffued by them as pledges to their’ private creditors, 
were, under certain refiriCuions, to be received at the federal treafu 
ry as curreiit cafhj in part of the loan; of ree e, the federal 
treafury was to reimburfe itfelf by recourfe upon the individual 
flates for payment of thefe certificates. . Thus the young government 
fqueezed itfelf into an additional labyrinth of accompts, which tha 

tt CD Tis——— 
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age of Methufalem would have been tco fhort to difentangle.. . A» 
complete explanation of .this affumption could not be comprefied 
Within an huncred ordinary pages. I fhail, for this time, quit the 
fubject with two fhort quotations. “(The creditors pf the general. go-= 
«« vernment,’’fays Mr. Page, $¢ who faw the new congrefs pledging tax 
faith of government to pay twenty odd, millions ofa new debtywoe 
« Juntarily, unexpectedly, and unnecessarily aflumed,. had good, Peas 
“ fon to be alarmed and difcontented.”* This 2a ok fat sigh ; 
yearsinicongrefs. He is a perfon of fingylar prob ty, of that; Ageeg, 
simplicitate moriuim, which poetryt (oe mes ascribes to her favors 
ites. He goes on to remark, that this assumpiion was.adiwedé: breech 
of the conftitution, The inference muft be that.every 3 meanbes OF 
congrefs who voted for. it,, committed perjury... Of this effain, Mrs 
Findley {peaks i ie a ftile yet more harfh and conten aa than-that 
of Mr. Page. 6 It mylt have:been}4 fays she, *6 ;a- dilesacetil icrame 
“ ble for the oo {poils. ., Great as, the, afcendancy. of the, fe- 
«« cretary (Hamilton) was, and.prevalent as the influence of venali- 
6 ty and {peculation had become in congrefs, this meafure didnot 
f+ pals without great oppofition, and was even,once rejected. Nes 
¢ could, it finally be carried, if the difgraceful {peculation aad Wes 
é<.nal bargaining about the feat, of government, had not come to its, 
* aid.’t ‘he two contending parties in congrefs are conftantly re- 
preienting each eeber to; theix, conffituents as the, greateit rateuls iW . 
nature. At the fame tims, our late admirable fedition a@ fays, jthat 
if any perfon endeavour to bring the Prefident and Gongrefs in 
to contempt, he * fhall be punifhed by afine not exceeding two thous 
fand dollars, and by imprifonment not exceeding two vears.” jIn, 
confequence of this law, Mr. Lyon {pent a Canadian winter, almoft 
without fire, in a neceflary houfe, t twelve feet wide, witha chain up: 
on the ficor in readinefs for his leg, his waift, or his collar. Citizens 
ef Virginia | thisis a page of your Magna charta. , Thisis the res 
{pet paid to your reprefentatives. This is the perfonal fecurity for, 
which you wreftled through eight campaigns, This is, the “ Sows 
eG ernmentot y our own choice,” inthe {weets of which you are permit-. 
ted to revel by John Adams, by his war- hawks, his paper-jobbersy hist 
federal judges, and his juries, appointed by himfelf. 


And Hell, to be sure, is at Parisy or Rome. ( ‘aa 
fiow happy are WE, that it is not at. hometlo 24.6 Gui 


I return to the fourth argument in favor, of’ dab sacta the federal 
conftitution, viz. the extinction ofthe national debt. After ten years 
ef peace, in place of its being difcharged, the loans of 1798. wall raife 
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‘ 
iio almof ninety fix'millions of dollars: The Britifh’ fa€tion were 
feveridefirois?to rediiGe the! public débtr. Mr. Page fays t that the 
affufnotion {* ‘trad tlie appearance of being adopted: With a view to 
« qicrealy, and! render perpetual the natiotial ‘debt.’?’ Such, to’ bé 
furey was the very ¢ delrert. 

“In the com vention ‘of Virginia, if enlcaa ba s urged a Ahh 
argumeits ’ This was that the New-Eneland people were detérnii ne 
ed not only’ tovaccéept of the conftitutio# them ne but, if necefe 
fary;' to’ Force 1tVitpon their feurttev nels ghbottts aa that rejection 
would bring ‘aper Virginia ‘ar. oriental arinys ait argument does 
Hot ‘appear. in the ‘pr ateen ‘debates, but F learfit Ree oné of the 
members. evhais went mo farther than private converfatioi 
Fe 4s alfo a airing chat eaftérn people were formesintesmenaced with. 
thé federal: indignation %6f' the fouther fates. This double im pots 
ture. exactly fquiaves With? the whole fy tt COOP Daltrey ee oo 

“Phus'thée five principl indice ments to: aecebt’ of the ‘cohflitDAOR 
are! proved by common fetife, or experience’ to! have’ been abfol utely 
chimerical, and noshrig better than hobby SHorles.: America rai 
no Yi of an pvafions: “Rode-TMandy if culpable, {hould have béea 
chaftiied; nitead of ‘bein> pampered | "Phe new government “has 
melt he “protected eactedaaP commerce, ‘nor “paid off ‘domeftic debt. 
“Phe menace of civil wait was! cotttemptibte. «* The fates may difputé 
‘aon ‘themfelves © asi to thelr’! int oil gee! the militia | will not be 
inaendiieh to fied” mitch of their blood’ for’ ‘Yand-j -jobbers, when 
there’ Hes) behind them | ‘a wacant “pace ‘of | oe millions of Alay 


atilesy 0 eit. « eGitt st 3 1 9dt j £6. 
OPT pe 066 Lg yerstneht 6F your oi ebaie met’ Wet long and violent 
‘refittance £0 Vts atloptions TA Virginia, * +Pr OWas carried by’ eighty 
“nine! votes: araint feventy wines From ten to thirty of the majors 
ty, have, sis o filed repeinte shi | their vores wtott of thofe evils pre- 
diéted® in the debate eB BET RGCR Mod Rave been niinutely fulfilled) ‘Als 
for" what a federab’ fdaate ws “to becothe,’ George: Mafon foretold 
the whole. In Maflachuletts the Fuderdk queftion was “carried bi 
‘air hitnd réd and eiyhey’ tev ch Votes agent? anBindred and frxty éight. 
*Gedrers was yO8r add velplefey: : Per deleYates' Were’ unanimous: for 
‘wlopiion. oT) icy did’net forefée the Wall fing ton plan of defending, 
“6rlracker: of: defertiniy? the fo Juthwetterd’ Froitier. Fn New-York, 
‘thé conftitution was accep ved by thirty voices? axaint twenty. live 5 
ny’ Rhode. liand by & inajority of tivo. In North-Car olina, 1t Wwds 
at ferfe rejeded by @ large 'hidjority.! (WH 20008 
2) PfMaee Gt follows’ thar tte new government-was aul eecloetl by 
‘a pert of the peoples On this accoun> Mr: Wathington hath finee 
2d -elidted that the felers al constitution should nov have been adopted. 
‘For, "im' ins farewell fetter of September’ V7 tly ba: he remarks 
‘thar “the confieurisn which at’any une exifts; ti] exchanged, by an 


» tis exph cit ae of the sole people, is futredly obligatory upon al”? 
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In Virginia, this conftitution met not only with violent, but witl 
at leaft equiponderant appofition, . In all the other, {tates the people 
were greatly divided. All the atrocious artifices common at an ordis 
nary election were exerted in iupport of it... The five main arguments 
advanced ih its favor have, as above, been feperately weighed in the 
balance, and found wanting. That the federal fyftem had been em- 
braced-by the whole people never was, nor, could be pretended. Yet 
the firft federal congrefs met, in defiance of the constitution then 
existing, and of the.sacred obligation referred to by Mr. Wadthing? 
ton. They met onthe ruins of the old contederation, ahd facrifis 
ced 4 variety of rights hitherto held as inviolable. , They, met when 
out of the thirteen ftates, eleven only had acceded to the union. , 
_ But worft of;.all, Mr. Wathington himfelf confented to officiates 
as firft magiftrate, ina government, whiclr he flatly. declares to have 
been an ufurpation. For, on March Sd, 1789, when the firft congrefa 
affembled, they jbore. about them ,eyery feature that, correfponds 
with the definition, of, traitors, as, juft. quoted. from Mr. Wathing- 
ton himfelfs Such isthe confiftency of his theory with his practice ¢ 
By the Mount Vernon maxims, itis unlawful to refift any heredi- 
tary mafter, unlefs, all his-fubjets fhall .agree in, the plan,’ a: coalis 
tion that is utterly impoflible... ‘The do@rine, when examinedy 
amounts exactly. to, passive obedience and non-resistance. The fares 
well addrefs conveys an.explicit cenfuré not only upon the new go- 
werninent, but likewife upon. the.American,reyolution,; for that alfa 
nvas accompliftied by ¢ part.of the people, in defpite ofthe reft, and in 
breach of what is called the Britifh conftitutions By his own ac 
count, thereforey.- Mrs Wathington has been twice a ttaitor. He 
firft renounced the king of England, and thereafter the eld confeder- 
ation.. This farewell paper contains a variety of mifchievous fenti- 
ments. It was received in America with general rapture. In fome 
fates, the affemblies entered this letter upon,the record of their 
Jaws. Popular, and even legiflative approbation, is, for the moft 
part, but a miferable commodity. _ RG he rahe 

By the way, it isincomprehenfible how Mr, Walhington came ta 
think that he had any call to write fuch aletter, Asa private citi. 
zen, he might, at any time, even while in office, have properly com- 
-municated his opinions to the pnblic. But in this letter, he writes 
not: merely as prefident, but.as fomething more than an ordinary 
-prefident. In his charafter,as magiftrate, his fellow citizens. were 

to know nothing about him, but through the medium of Congrefs, 
.and of its laws. »The, addrefs conveyed much oblique invedive 
-againft the republican paty. It was a. bait for popularity. Many. 
fufped that Mr. Walhington printed it on the fuppofition that he 
_ would be courted tovretain his fituation. But the fpirit of ferawling: 
had juft before exhaufted itfelf on the faperlative excellence of Jay's 
treaty. There was only one folitary,addrefs from Shepherditown. 
The gentleman who chiefly promoted it undertook the matter for 
fear that a paper of a different flile might be propofed, roquefting 
Mr. Wathisicton to ftand as a candidate. During his continuance 
‘in office, his favourite, Hamilton, was the real prefident. This i¢ 
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ivell enough known. Thé following infance, out of many, fhews in’ 
what way Mr. Wafhington tranfacied bufinefs. On a gueftion that 
was to come before the cabinet, he previoufly afked the opinion of 
Mr, Jefferfon, and after hearing it, obferved that his own fentiments 
had been the fame. When the council met, Hamilton and Knox 
voted, as ufual, upon one fide, and Jetferfon on the other.” * Gen 
« sJemen, I leave it to yourfelves,” were the words of Mrs Wafh- 
ington; and the point was cafriéd by the majority: he extravas 
gant popularity poffeffed by this citizen reflects the utinoft ridicule on 
the difcermment of America. He approved of the funding fyftem,; 
the aflumption, the national bank, and, in contradi@ion to his own 
folemn promife,* he duthorifed the robbery and ruin of the rem- 
non’s of fiis own army. | i 
if thé thirteen (tdtes had continued independent of each other, 
as uncer the old confederation, the frontiers would have been feri# 
oufly protedied ; the Indians would have been fpeedily and coti- 
pletely chaftifed ; on that fide, many thoufands of lives, and many 
millions of dollars; would have beenfaved. In place of a random 
and profligate affumption of the debts of individual ftates, each, with 
filence aud economy, might have been expected to diftharge its own 
propel buitden. We should not have feen the foolery of New-Hamp- 
fhire cleaving off the contractions of Georgia; at the rate of forty 
ihillings per powad.t : 

For fome years. after the cominencement of the new governinent, 
the foreign trade of this country augmented amazingly. Its previs 
vious depreffion may be accounted for from the univerfal devaftation 
committed by. Britifh bonfires and American pafteboard. ‘Time, 
peace, the lightnefs of taxes, and the cheapnefs of land, muff, of 
themfelveg, have corre@ed this evil.. The banks eftablifhed were, 
undoubtedly, of fome fervice, till the falutary cordial of a diftempet 
was converted into daily food. A nation, accidentally diftrefled, may 
have recourfe to paper money, as a patient recovering from the gout, 

“may reafonably wear acrutch. But the country that, when in prof- 
-penity; cannot trade without bank notes, and the man who, in health, 
cannot walk without a prop, are both but cripples. By the advantages 
of neutrality, andof nature, the American flag immediately rofe into 
“importance: But here the federal conftitution did no fervices AIL 
the money that government could raife was exhaufted in current 
.charges, including the monftrous tribute annually paid to Sedgwick, 
‘Hillhoufe, Williain Smith, and the other brokers in certificates. 
Hence, foreign trade was left defentelefs. Early in 1793, our thip- 
‘ping was attacked by the pirates of England, and, at her inftance, by 
‘thofe of Algierss.'The Canadian militia, led or driven by Britifh 
_ officers, with their faces: blacked, invaded the North Weftern fron= 
“tet. » Theddea: robberies of England have continued ever finee, and 
rahy “ofr tive. oifts — heap ition 
6} awoldoig talpagnn. 9 NOTES» 's. 
io MoAe Mewhureig’ Marche sthy P8380 9 soot yet ; 
°  # Gallatin’ hase proved:that in affuming the ftate debts, the, tums 
“were taken up-at:this. rate: $44 yef aie 
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aré now in progres. Mr. Wafhington attempted to avert thefe rae 
aves by a treaty of, surrender, as Paine juftly terns it.* Thefe were 
fome of the bleihings arifing from thé hew order cf things. Peat 
“Tn the fll of 1796, when the French began their dépredations. the 
country, fel] into a more dangerous juncture, than aliioft’ any which 
the old confederation ever endured, he tardinefs and timid sty” of 
Mr. Wathington were fucceeced by the rancorr and infoléhee of 
Mr. Adams. The Parifian preference of Dr. Franklin was to be re- 
enzed, . The Britilh conftitution was to be defended, not enly by 
three tirefome volumes, but by the fixceen United States. The fifteen 
nillions-of extra dollarst voted for 1798, may be traced up to many 
aufes. Cne of thefe is the treaty raking power fo ambiguoufly vefted 
sy the conflitution in the, fenate and prefident,t and which has ems 
f dened government to provoke a French quarrel. This quarrel 
srings exactly from the pride and prejudices of the American arifto- 
They appointed Governeur Morris, as ambaffador to Paris, be- 
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‘he French princes, and afpy for England.|| Under the old confede- 
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ation, matters never were, nor could have been condué€ted fo wretch- 
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edly, as they adiually are, and have been, under the fucceffive monarchs 
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‘Mount-Vernon. Monroe was recalled, becaufe he 
liad fueceeded in foothing the directory. ‘One reafon for fending Pinck- 
ney back to Paris, was becanfe congrefs had printed’ his confidential 
letters reviling the republic, and“Marthall was joined with him, becaufe 
he was a profeffed enemy to the “French revolution. “Onder the old 
covernment, no prefident.durft have incurred the refponfibility of mak- 
ang fuch fpeeches as Adams and Washington have made; ‘ior weuld 
the‘revolationary congrefs have venttired upon fuch abjé& lying échees 
gs are, at this day, familiar, under the fix per cent'defpotifm.** i 

a} ite MS ORS Slat RS 


ee 
eee ae 


pa j ; { NOTES.°° LN Se SEN ASC Rae 
‘ * Letter to’ Washington, p. 63s) °* | oi stynoay ‘syed 
+ Including the expence of collecting ‘ore part ‘of ‘the: money, and of 
Borrowing auotber, the real amcunt will not be far shortof eiphteci or 
twenty millions, besides the current intercst of what shall -be borrowed. 
: ae On this point the'constitition does palpably contradict. téselfs ) 0 to 
“|| See’ Barlow's ‘Tetter.. I once expected to have had the honour of 
‘being thélfirst publisher of this interesting performance. yo war Gea 
oe* TH thé hiflory of 1796, and in Sketches of the hiftory of America, 
fone traits’ ate given of the'diforderly condud of the excife army’ ef 
“¥794, “Of the highly ctithinal negleé of government, ‘which created the 
‘océafion, or pretehce, for calling out’ the’ militia, and of \the general 
want of difcipline, and economy, that difgraced the. «whole.drama. In 
“tle teeth of notorious fats; the fenate,® om November 22d, r7945 
‘addreffed Wathington in thefe words. * Our: warmsands cordial ae- 
“© knowledements are due to~youy-fir, for. the wifdom and decificn 
“© with which you arrayed the qilitia.—The example is precious to 
‘s the theory of our government, and iconfers the’ brighteft honour cn 
(t the'pattiots who have given’ it.” ‘This’ piece was/ finifhed on the 
ninteenth day of the feffiou, by feventeen -workmeny atfixdollars per 
day, belides Mr. Adams, at five thoufand dollars per annum. 
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The longer that we examine, the harder, we fhall find it,to prove 


“what America has gained by this government ‘of your own choice. 
congrets had ad 


ay 


hered to the conftitution, as it was framed, affairs 


might have done very well; for a moft defeétive theory can, be core 
rected, as to every fubilantial end, by an honeft practice. But, for 


the firlt four years, the chief employment both of Hamilton, and con- 
-grefs, was to break the conflitution. Hence that inftrument muft not 
be blamed for meafures which it was expretsly adapted to prevent. As 


ofe inftance, wherein congrefs went through the conftitution, obferye 


article 1. fect. 8th. This. authorifes them “ to coin money.’ The 
twelfth amendment fays that “ the powers not delegated to the United 
“ States, by the conftitution, are referved,”? &c., | It is clear that the 
‘right of iffuing bank notes is one of the reservations, fice the text 
‘flops atthe words coining money. Yet congrefs immediately fet up 2 
bank. ‘ It has been frequently afferted, and never denied,” fays Mr. 


Findley, that the power of granting charters of incorporation, was. 


“ repeatedly moved for inthe federal convention, and particularly the 
© power of incorporating. BANKS, but always rejected by a great ma- 


6 Jority.’’t Mr. Wafhington was prefident of this federal convention. 


Of ¢ourfe, he could not plead ignorance. of its intention againft. the erec- 


‘tion of a,national bank. He fwore to fupport the conftitution., -Di-. 


rectly, after, _he. rat.hed the bank law, which drove the plough- 
fhare “of paper-jobbing through the very midft of his double oath, 


a5 a federal citizen, and asprefident. It is needlefs to make wry fac 


eS, 


or to aniwer with hard names; for thus the fac ftands upon record. | 
AGALN, article 2d. fection roth, of the conititution, forbids indivi- 


‘dual lates to emit “ bills of credit.” Such unqueftionably. 1s aba 


nk 
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note. “It is the identical thing. Yet the whole country fwarms with 


“Banks.. Hear, upon this head, Mr. John Taylor. “¢ The fiates bei 
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‘c’ reltrained from ,eftablifhing a paper currency, could not empower.a 

ote Daninineo 31 todF Wotan: Peo eer) PN AGMLG 210 OF semen 
Corporation to do it. “They could not. beftow, what they did not 


' 


“” poflefs.. But, alas! poor congrels + Having broken the copstitution 
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“'théemselees, they are obliged to wink upon its breach by moft of the 


_ ful example. 
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(of) monopoly to be broken. in upon, and fhacks of the nationa? 


: 


_ * blunder to fall to, the {hare of rival corporations.” [At the time of’ 


* printing this pamphlet, the author was, himfelf'a fenator in congre}s 
“Tf the Tedition act had then, exifted, he would probably have been fent 
“tg the blackeft hole in the jail of. ‘Richmond,_ or. Philadelphia. He 


earn * 
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“avould there have been confined with horle-ftealers, and runaway ne- 
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groes, wath a tub inthe corner of the dungeon for, his ultimate occafi- 
“ons, and an iron wicket in the door, through, which his family might 


* peep.at him. 
‘¢ feffed, that the contraft is unequal; fince the good things redoundi 
© from the public purfe, are exclufively enjoyed by the purse. begre 
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“¢ blind tranfcribers of the example fet by the higher powers, [viz- 
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". AEM Review of the revenue system, Uc letter othe. 


‘Fproceed with Mr. Taylor.] “ It muft-however be con-. 
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6 Had'the ffates gone into the fyftem, of their own head, and not.as_ 


by 
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e'fates, which haves without any bad intention, followed. their hane-. 


With grief, muft congrefs fuffer their twenty years 


20 PROSPECT BEFORE US. 


Ps, 


“ which could not now be uttered by a party of the chorus.”* -~ { 

__ In this way, the fervantd of the people defcribe each other. | They 
next pafs a law declaring that their creators and paymafters fhail not 
defpife them, under a leath of pains and penalties that are worfe than. 
‘plain hanging; for furely a man had much better {wing at once than 
old hisnofe, for two years, over a tub of human filth in the cells of 
“Newark, or Vergennes, and thereafter, till he fhail pay a fum * not 
"exceeding two thousand dollars!” To be fure Mr. Taylor would, ip ° 
Pennfylvania, or Virginia, have the benefit of a trial by jurye Yes! 


*§ Mr. Wathington, and con refs,] we fhould have heard clameurings, 
TINS $s 


and by such a jury! , 

. In May, 1797, the grand jury of Virginia prefented, as a nuifance, 
the circular letters from Colonel. Cabell, and feveral other meimbers of 
congrefs.¢ “The Colonel has often told me that four fifths of the whole 
band confifted of pardoned tories, and of republicans imported. from 
Scotland. ‘Thefe are the common materials of a federal Virginian jury. 
Nothing elfe can be expected, " The’ prefiderit appoints the marfha]. 
The latter appoints the jury; and if they ftumble upon a democratical 
_verdi&, the marfhal tuft quit his office, as Clement Biddle ‘did. It 
“would fave much trouble to all parties, and° anfwer ‘the fame purpofe, 
if Mr. Adams, like the grand Turk, were at‘once to iffue his firman; 
afcertaining the particulars ‘of the fenténce. “Virginians! Is this the 
government of your own cho/ce? Are you contented to fee your fenators 
in congrefs treated like’ {windlers ‘and pick-pockets? Are you contented 
that your reprefentatives thal] be locked up for whole winters without 
fire, or candle, becaufe they are honeft men, and ‘want to lerve you? 

_ Mr. Taylor goes on, as you have juft feen, for ninety-two pages. His 
enquiry is, in its defien and effence, AN INDICTMENT FOR BREACH 
OF TRUST AGAINST WASHINGTON aWNp ConcrRESS. No anfwer was 
made to his pamphlet, becaufe every body knew that it contained the 
exact truth. | But priyate influence was employed, and the fale ftopt. 
This is that cou ntry and conftitution, fo defervedly admired in Europe, 
that country, ‘ where the purest patriotifm reigns, and the immortal 
~ WASHINGTON poverns.”|| <7 82." 8 ha ae amma 
- One of the promifed advantages of the new conftitution was the ref. 
toration of private credit. This has been overwhelmed in the deluge 
of paper currency condemned by Mr. Taylor. The banks have doubled 
the price of living-in the feaport towns. A uniform fyftem of bank- 
rupt laws was another decoy duck. “No. fuch laws have been made, or 
ever fhouldbe made by congrefs. Youm ight as well propofe to make one. 
pair of breeches, which would fit every man in the union, as one bank- 

_ Tupt fyftem, which would anfwer each of the fixteen flates. Thiscoun- | 
try exceeds any other on the globe in the multitude and impudence of, 

P ——=S +o ts 
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AR Enquiry into the principles and tendency of certain public mea- 
furcs,’ Pbiladetpbia,, 1794, cp Bay es 
tT LHstory of 1796, chap. 7th. ** 

t Sedgwick and Co. chap. 3d. 
| Lauderdale’s letters to ibe Peers of Scotland; London, 1794, ps 
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‘mercantile infolvencies. It is likely that Morris canrot tell. ‘with- 
in fivé millions of dollars, the extent of the fums for which he is indebt- 
ed. They have béen varioufly gueffed at from twelve millions’ of dol- 
‘ara to thirty millions. His bills would hardly bring fourpence per 
“pound at auction, and perhaps nothing. Yet he Jives in all the {plen- 
dour that a prifon can‘afford. It is fuppofed that he will transfer an 
ample fortune to fome of his delcendants. To this perfeCiton has a fe- 
deral ‘congrels improved the Jaws of bankruptcy. Greenleaf “has 
run gthe gauntlet of the jail. Nicho}fon is locked up in his Own 
“houfe at Philadelphia. “Each ofthe two latter bas printed fifty adver- 
tifements affuring the'syorld that the other is worthlefs. Tt is conjee- 
_tured “that they ard’ Morris, are 4amoneft them, indebted to half as 
large an amount as the federal government. wince | 


:o9 A wew Rhodetiiland has fprung up in. Pennfylvania, or has rather 
prolonged its exiftence for. thirty years, in fucceflive defiance of the 
+ Penn government, the old confederation, and. the-federal itnion. The 
- Contrecicut claimants: of Luzerne have. alike refifted the prowels of 

Dre Plunket; the decree of ‘Frenton,, and, that of the federal court. 
In April} 1795; the caufe was tried at, Philadelphia, before a jury of 
Pénnfylvanians. . Decorum required, that no citizen of that ftate, any 

more than-of Gonneficut, fiould have been futkered:to fit on the trial. 

The litigation will furvive the prefent parties; ‘and the defendants, will 

infallibly retain poffeffion, not only, from their phyfical ftrength, but 
from the monftrous watte both of money and of blood, that would be 
requilite for their aétual expulfion. ce a bein hid ; 
- AWoTHER expectation wasiithat the fale of weftern lands would 

| difchargé-part of the public debt. This profpeA has been mangled in 
the bude’! A large fettlement is now in-progrefs,: on the north- weit fide 

. o§ thé Ohio, oppofite to the ftate of Kentucky; and not far from Gal- 
. liopotis.) Many! farmers have eftablifhed themfelyes withcut either 
wetting or afkine permifion from congrefs. The happy crifis for arn 
cffeGive fale of weltern lands was Jorever loft by the oppofition of Mr. 

__ Jdamilton. . He wanted. to, have the debt funded. rather than paid, 

that he might, as quickly’as poffible, affimilate this federal govern- 

niént to the Britihh monarchy. It is hazardous to fancy that a confi- 

‘erable fam can be raifed by fuch @ fale; or that men at the diftance of 
_ fix hundred: miles, with rifles in their hands, and a boundlefs foreft 

around them, ‘will ever pay two dollars per acre for the weltern territo- 
ry. The executive party are aware of this circumftance. They do not 
wifh to promote emigrations into the wildernefs. In fpring 1796, con- 
erefs paft a law pretendedly for promoting the tale of thefe lands, but 
in fa for preventing it. Mr. Rufus Putnam of Connecticut was ap- 


pointed furveyor, with a falary of ‘two thoulfand dollars. The law di- 
reéts that the lands fhall be laid off according to the true meridian. 
This requires a degree of knowledge that: Mr. Putnam is faid not to 
poffefs. In the fecond feffion of the fifth congrefs, Mr. John Brown, 
one of the Kentucky fenators, obferved that the bufinefs of fur- 
véying had not begun, on account of the incompetence of Mr. 
Putnam. This gentleman laid before cqngrefs an explanation of 
the impoffibility of running the lines agreeable to the true meridians 


_ 


-prefent fate imthefeaports may 
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He recommended the repeal of that part of athe fatute,,.In june, 
1798, congrefs refufed to concur. _ Thus ay? continues. The 
furveyor uplifts his falary ;, and the lands reniain b o¢ked ups oe 9 
, GENERAL St. Crate hadlately gota renewed appointment as gover- 
nor-of the north-weftern territory. In objection, it was obferved that 
ithe office is a mere & necure, becanfe, in the three preceding yéars, the 
general had-only paid two fhort valits to this government. He receives 
Ais fifteen hundred dollars per an num for. his trouble in refiding: upen 
his own farm in the back country of Penafylyania. One fenator gave 
a fingular reafon for confenting to the renewal of Mr. St. Clair’s. com- 
mifion. In cate of his being rejected, it was fuppofed that Mr. Adams 
would nominate in his,place Mr. Winthro > Sargent, then St. Clair’s 
fecretary. Referring to the fable of the frogs, the fenator obferved 
that King Log was better than a ferpent. “Ihe omifion to make an. 
immediaté cand lefe Gual’ provifion ‘for, ther! fale! of the “weftern lands 


proves thatthe rl inie party: arenot impatient fortheir fates “‘Perhapithey 


-arereferved for fometavarite fpecujatorsi(Phé bank of the United Statesis 
"one of the principal conduits throtighwhichithe continent hasbeen drown-_ 
édin anocean of land-jobbing. Ibis reported thapthisma{s of paper ‘has 
produced an alarming degenéracy in American moralsy » What they 
were dusing the revolution may be Jearned:from Dr. Ramfaye}" oT Heir 

partly: be coajeCtured from:the follow- 
Giigiewttoms ©) 9) das ze fustwig ssi ove?) Mer nafeniet ott 
| dn Philadelphia, when a bil falls due, the holder does not aways 
remind the debtor before hand of the day of payment. He depofits his 


_ paper in one of the banks; and a colleGor, employed for the purpofe, 


prefents it in’name of thé office. (If payment: fhall be refuted, the 
debtor knows that his credit at’ the bank is gone. | Onshis»perfonal 
honour, the» creditor “does not” place ‘confidence: but. he! forefees 
that from fear of ‘the bank; the ‘debtor ‘will pay it, ifhe poffibly can. 
Some hills are fettled without this’ expedient.» It is, hoeivever, «com- 
monly adopted,’ and it fhews that the taper of mutual trufbis glimmer- 
ing in its focket. ‘The practice is not peculiar to Philadelphia. | 


: 


SL bs federal city, like the federal bank, is defcended in-a dire¢t line 
from the new government. . This projet has been the fource of infinite 


gambling, dvindling, and jobbing. -Cemmon. forefight required that 
the city should be placed in a centrical fituation, and beyond the reach 
Of a maritime enemy. It has neither of thefe advantages 3 and in the 
firft war with France or England, we muft expea to hear. of its being 
beaten to atoms about the ears of congrels. It is true that the Patow- 
mac may be hedged-with impregnable batteries, if there was money to 
build them, But, even.in that cafe, a detachment of troops can dif. 
embark,~turn the fortifications,. as Howe did at the. Delaware, 
and burn. the citys, ‘Phe revenues of, the union are not large 
enough to fortify the feaport towns that are built already. __ This. pro- 
ject bas added another poft to .be defended -againft an inyading navy. 
As the population of the back country is rapidly. augmenting, the feite 
Siaaetaen ; toe 
: NOTE ' Hs 
£ Sedpwick and Co. chap. RGus a paen, 
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or 
= 


fhould have been st Teaft two hundted miles farther inland for the fake - 
of conneding ; that territory with the Atlantic ftates. Pittfburg, for’ 
inftance, would have been a {ituation beyond the reach of 2 Britifh ace 

miral, and adapted to contiliate the Weftern people. Vhe Patowmac 
was prefetred by the maneuvres of Hamilton. By this ‘conceilion, 

lie perfuaded fome members of congrefs from Virginia, and Maryland, 

éo vote for other meafures of greater moment. - “The permanent feat 
“of government,” fays Mit. Findley, ** was combined with great ad-' 
& dyefs with the afluinption cf the itate debts, and the inftitition of the 
@ bank!*? Each {tate would have’ been glad to‘ get the propeted’ 
wnetropolis within its own ‘confines. ‘Lo gratify this fondneis, and® 
perhaps to’ raife the price of land at Mount Vernon, Mr. Hamilton 

éonfented to the preient {cite. It is underftood’ that, by this means, 
he gained in the houfe ‘of Yeprefentatives, two ‘Maryland, and two 
Virginian votes. © Mr. Richard Bland Lee was one of the Virginians. 
Tn’a letter to his conftituénts, he wnéntigéned the economy of this bar- 
gains His electors were of a different opinion, andchave fince difmiffed 
him. His‘brother Virginian was turned out at the very next election. 
\ Bur for this federal city, it is likely that the bank and the aflump- 
tion might have been overfet.« An itland, containing eighty acres,’ 
lies in the Patowmac, at the upper end ef the place marked out on the 
plan of the city. ~ Six thotfand pounds fterling have been offered and 


refuted for this fot. “The triumvirate of baneful memory were deeply 
concerned in this plan of a city. Kor their own fhare, they reduced to 
utter ruih above an hundred families. The cupes of the Wafhington 
lottery are fufficiently numerous to man our twelve new fhips of the 
line. ‘[heir total encomiums on the veracity of Samuel Blodget'can 
be recorded on the paring of ‘a thumb nail. MID 12519 


; 


On May 6th, 1796, bill paft authoriling the prefident to borrow, at 
an intereft not exceeding six per cent, three. hundred thoufand dollars for 
this federal city. Of that fum one hundred thoufand dollars were ob 
tained from the itate of Maryland, in fix per cent. public ftock at par. 
‘This mearis, that it was pretended to be worth twenty fhillings per 
pound in the'market, and was received, and reckoned at that price, in the 
loan. Stock was at that time fold for about fixteen fhillings and fix- 
pence. er pound ; and hath fince been at a lower rate. But let us fup- 
nofe that this flock was fold and transferred the fecond time, for the 
benefit of the City, at fixteen fhillings. Thus four fhillings out of 
‘twenty,,or one fifth part of the principal fum was loft. “Inftead ot an 


r 


‘pnd, thoufa 


{and dollars, the city received ‘for the flock but eighty 
bousand. At ‘the fame time, intereft was’ paid to Maryland tor the 
‘whole fum.of an hhundfed thoufand dollars at fix per cent. On eighty 
‘thoufand dollars, this Cones in reality to seven and an half per cent; 
; nsors you pay intereft tor twe nty th oufaud dollars more than what you 
acta HY Sele fom, the Tender. . When‘the nioney comes’ to be paid 
back tc Jd aryland, the witl get an ‘hundred ' thousand dollars ‘in real 
value far tendide eighty thowfand dollars.: “"Phus, ‘on the whole, feven 
and an half per cent was paid for fioncy, and when the debt is refunds 
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ed, there shaltalfo be given a premium of twenty-five per cent on thé prints 
eipal fum.: Uhis is monfrous ulury. ‘Phe fatiite permitting this tr ants’ 
action forbids, as abové quoted, thore than fix per cent to be given ;: 
fo that the pref fderit-and bis comsidfioners broke ent tirely through the. 
very law upon which they adtede "I'hus a. man may fend his fervor to. 
market with ftrict orders to give only fix dollars for a barvel flour; aud: 
behold! he gives ten. dollars.’ The é€ommiffioners for the loan “were, 
mlad to get the money, even upon thefe iniferable terms. They, have; 
Anee applied for, an procuréd’a fecond hundsed thoufand dollars, fi from, 
the fame quarter, andon the fame conditions. This is the way in w hich 
public money is managed, and the plan oa which federal cities are built. 

Vax act of 1796 comp? shended: 2 a third hundred thoufand dollars. 
Tn order.to get them, congrets paft a law, dated April 18th, 1798. 
The money is to be advanced from the federal tréafury, and to bear an 
intereft of fix per cent, for which, as well as for the principal fam, th4 
nation mutt Jock to the lots im the €ity of Wathington.’ Congres have 
fince anthoriied Mr. Adams to bortow, at any intereft for which he 
can get it, the fum of five millions of dollars. Thus, with ene 
backs government lends Monee at fix pér., cent, and with the ae 
borrows it at eight per cent.* 

Turs review demonfirates that the new government has failed in pre= 
ducing the whole of that national happinefsand eC UBITY, which were pre- 
diQed from its adoption. Jur advantages arofe from the cafual flaté 
of Eurepe, the abundance of land, and the general. equality of proper- 
ty, which peppily difpofes the teuat to love peace and one Whe- 
ther the adoption was fortunate, or otherwife, cannot be deférmined ; 
for we thalf never know what calamities might have occurred wider te 
old confederation. Our prefent difafters have chiefly retulted from’ the 
overgrown influence of the fenate and prefidént. . An annual election 
of Roth and tikewife of reprefentatives, would. tend to corre ét this 
CNH ey 
ead DS much for the government of your own choice, as ‘He ‘as thé 
vhrafe of Mr..Adams regards the general fyftem, We comie next to 
the other fenfe, as regar ding the perfonel meafures of the prefent cabi« 
net. Here theprefident treads on tender Fees Affurediy, be Was 
not the choice of the real majority. In Pennf rags , he gaitied a 
vote, by the trick of a poftmafter, who ftopt | iat rad from Greene» 
«<ounty, till the poll was clofed at Philadelphia. / / In Maryland, he 
gained a fecond, by the folly of one Plater, who ballotted both for Hina 
and Mr. Jefferfon, from at anxiety: that. Mr. Adams fhould be’ Vice 
prefident. In Maryland, he gained a third fuffrage,. in the wefterm 
diftriG of that ftate by a majority of four voices, by thé wonted’ negli~ 

seace of one fide, and the wonted kundvery of the Pr aea bi diftri&e 

confitts of two counties, Allezany, and Wafhington. A feparate. poll 

was held in each, of them, W afhington. i is, of the two, by. far the moft 

populous. The cenfus of 1790 gives it fifteen thoufand, eight hundred. 

and EySRtye -twe inhabitants, and: lacie RO more than four thoufand ; 
| ae bist ved Tass Be Ba 

* In Fuly, 1798, two considerable anoney brokers 3 in Phitadelpbia res 
peatedly assured me, that.no large sum could, at that time, be borrowe 
ed there for less than six per cent, per monthy of compouid interest. 
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eight “Hundred and nine. o Washington is, fall of Repirblicans, and 
Allegany of their opponent& The republicans put aniend to. their 
poll, as foonlas they had a confiderable fuperioritysof the whole nums 
ber ot genuine voters that: ahéy knew to retide pin the; two counties, 
which férm the diftrict. “Phe tix) per cent agitators! of Allegany did 
not flop theirs. They brought over a croud:from: Pennfylvaniay ane 
Wirginija; and thus trumpedarp.a majority of foutsec Neither the con- 
ftitution;si nor congrefs ittelf, his provided any check for: the inveltiga? 
tion of falle votes, and ‘the majority. of four trampled: on the rights 
of ithe reat sabfhestsis hd country was then young in prefidential 
eledtion’y.:! Hf congrefs are idefirous to’ fhun a civil war, they -will 
do well to dmnivide. a remedy before the next ere OFE for this dreads 
fal gap in the laws and: conftitations Le 
Putting thefe fads togéther; we fhall fie shiat: Mei Joftasfions ae 
not Mr. “Adams, was the éhdicé of) A merita.» The! toral number of 
eleftors:was one hundred andithirty eights Each of thefe vored eie 
ther for Mr.! Jefferfon,.or Mr:!Adams.. But! Plater woted. for boths 
Hence; inftead of an: hundred and! thirty eightthe fuffrages, came 
to ‘one more. "Thus they mounted.up to am hundséd: and thir ty nines 
Of thefe MrJiAdams had feventy one, and Mrw Jefterfon fizty eight. 
‘Caftafide the amphibious Maryland 'wdte of Plater. “Mri Adams will 
thenhave fevelity; and Mr. Jefferfon fixty fevens Rettore-to Jeffers 
fon the Greene county vote in Pennlylvaniajand {trike out the fpurious 
wore ifthe oweltern .diftriG of Maryland. This makes: an odds of 
*woovetes.c Abftracdt thefe two trom the. majority . of feventy, and 
then Mr. Adains has only SIXTY LIGHTe 
Add thefe tworto the fixty: feven ie Mr. sie 
SIXTY NINE. 
ni) FeAhencthas: * 
Jefferton is then prehdent th a) pag phy Of saw ee Svomsren 
 Oné eleCtor in. Virginia voted for Mr. Adams, and Mr. Washing 
fori 0 He-made his contticuentssbelieve tha it; by this vote, he defigns 
ied to promote an election of the late: prefident. Such a ‘grofs and 
ympudent deception afcertainsthe profound ignorance in which a 
smalcitadel 6f our ‘citizens vel iretate. © i eB a % 
ol. Poorrdifferent modes of" ‘chufing che chciii were @ parfued: in aie 
WABI pox! Tite. firlt was that’ by dilri@se ‘Dhis Avas embraced in 
W wginiay where the whole fiate was divided into sees one diftricts. 
Rach of ithefe eeaeieeasedt | its own elector. This was the only fair and 
vequitablesmethodss ecautle itveave both fides am equal chances. 
» Pherfecond praittiog was. boa general ticket,:asitis called. The 
adie dl of fuffrages in’ at fhite wa is Inmped together. Each parti 
publifhed a lift of the eleGtors whom they wanted to prefer. One of 
thefe was called the federaktieket; and-the other the Jeffer fon ticket. 
Put the cafe then that a ftate contains thirty thoufand citizens. OF 
“thefe fourteen thoufand vote'on the federal, and fixteen thoufind on 
the ovher fide.’ Thus, ‘the fotmer.are totallyycut off:trom all fhare of 
influence inthe choice.) They'domnot make fo muchasa fingle vote, 
whereas had the {tate been divided into twenty difiricts, and each of 
tiem!’ voting feparately for an éleAtor of ‘their own) It is clear that fo 
Parge ad nistestoy would have’ returned perhaps fix of eight out of the 


\ 
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whole number of eleCtors. The objectién to: a general ticket for’. 
whole ftate is, therefore, that it reduces:the minority, and perhaps’ 
a very numerous and refpetable minority, to an abfolute anmthilas 
tion of their political importance. Thisy of courfe, drives the mue 
tual animofity of the two parties to the utmoft pete and Lane 
cafes, might be the foundation for a civil war. ett Fair 

This was the method of election adopted in Benet ran swchete 
in many counties of the ftate, frchas Lauicalter, and Luzerne, a ma= 
jority of the inhabitants were devoted to Mr. Adams. ~ Beyond tlie 
Allegany, the friends of Mr. Jefferfon had' the afcendancys Hfithat 
flate had been divided, like Virginiaiinte diffridts, and had each of 
them chofen its.own: favorite, Dé vida wb would, perhaps: have had 
fix votes out of the fifteen. He had only one, and. thab waggainge 
by the foppage of the poft. WF 

It was either by the -firft or fect duit thefe two Bie that the 
eleGtion was conducted in Georgia, Tenneffee, North-Carolina,. Ken- 
tucky, Virginia, Maryland and Pennfylvania.. Maflachufetts hada 
fyftem that feems peculiar to itfelf. The flate is divided! into: fours ~ 
teen diftricts, each of which chofe:, ene ele€tor.’ The other two 
eleCtors for that ftate were chofen bythe aflembly. \Butif the elec- 
tor has not a majority of all the votesiin the diftri@, then the af- 
fembly chufes the elector for that diftri&t. Tf any of thofe ele&ted hy 
the people, orthe legiflature fhall die, or decline to adty-the refidue of 
the electors fill up the vacancies, \In'this way, the peoplé:of Maffa- 
chufetts chofe, on the laft Bebe lan fewen electors, and +he, oe teeee 
amine. 

The fourth method of election. was by the leciflature one chek flat. 
‘Fhenomination wss taken entirely out of the hands of the people. ‘This 
wasfubmitted to in New- -Hampfhire, Conneéticut, Rhode-IMand, Ver- 
mont, New-York, Jer fey, Delaware, and» South-Carolima.|. My in- 
formation is pot ties as to all thefe ftates, excepting the two ‘firft. 
‘With refpect to them, fome dowbt isrentertained, and the means of 
refolving it are not at hand. here. could not have been a more 
atrocious act of ufurpation than that of thefe ftate affemblies... The 
eircumftance was attended with the moft importanr confequences. If 
the electionsin Vermont, New-York, and Jerfey, had been entrufted. 
ewith the people at large, Mr. Jeflerfon was certain to have had at 
Teaft ten votes. Mr. Adams could not with accuracy tell the Jerfey 
militia that they chofe him. They were not permitted to make a 
‘choice either of him, or of any body elfe. They had no more choice 
‘in the matter than the poultry in their barn yards. * An eternal 


ett 25 a 
NOTE. 

* In ise, Mr. Adams had the whole feven vates, and yet the 
-majority appear to be republicans. In the fall of 1798, when the 
caufe of hberty was at the loweft ebb, the Jerfey eleGion for the’ 
fixth Congrefs was held, and out of bite reprefentatives, three, or as 
fome fay four, were Jeterfontanes The newfpapers ftate that nine- 
aven thoufand one hundred and fixty-feven citizens voted. Of thefe, 
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ghark of difgrace ought to be fet upon thofe ufurpers, the affemblies 
6f fuch ftates, who thus robbed’ their conftituents of the right of 
choofing a prefident. Renee ' % it 
--This whole tranfaction was’ diftinguithed by every fort of impof- 
ture.’ The ballot box judges at Lancafter, and fome other culprits, 
ought to have been feverely chaftifed. But no law exifted, which 
could reach them. For all this confufion and iniquity, we mutt 
thank Mr. Wathington. He acted like a tenant who quits the pre- 
mifes, without giving notice to the landlord, that he may provide a 
fucceffor. The vilenefs of adulation which has been paid to this’ 
gentleman exceeds almoft any thing that, for feveral ages, has been 
heard of in Europe. On July 4th, 1798, the officers ofa brigade at 
New-York toafted him with this: addition, . i" 


Lov’¢ as a father, as a God ador’d, 


along with other horrid impiety. |Thefe are the people who rail at 
The Age of Reason. The fecond part of this book was very im- 
properly publithed by the late Mr. Bache. On this notable foun- 
dation, the ariftocracy affirm, and their dupes believe, that every 
Ainerican friend of the French revolution ts an ‘enemy to the Chri- 
ftian religion, 


CHA PT ER it 


Continuation of remarks on the answer to the ‘Jersey militid— 
Origin of the American revolution.—Dunkard umanity.— 
Dismission of William Gardner.—Oppressive arrestment of 
| Bache:—Presidential fast day.—Project for burning Bache’s 
~ pouse.—Strange treatment of Physicians of the Poiladelphia Dis- 
_ pensary.— History of the Algerine tribute. ) 


att ED tire 


I RETURN to the anfwer by Mr. Adams to the Jerfey militia, 
“ You are very much mifinformed,” fays he, if you fuppofe the 
‘¢ governnient. embraces and careffes all thofe characters, who were 
sever your wort enemies. Although it protects all men to the 
‘ utmoft of its power, who are not inimical,* it embraces all fuch 

. : . NOTE. » 

nine thoufand one hundred and thirty-two fupported the treafury 
faéioti ; and’ten thoufand and thirty-five were againtt 10s os 
> *°'This is 2 Choaking- falfehood. The thoufands of impreffed Ame~ 
rican feamen were not inimical; yet when Grenville offered to in- 
fert a ftipulation in their favor, Jay forbore to accept of it. The 
lutidered Tnuff-makers were not, the opprefled fugar-bakers are not 
inimical. "The betrayed victims on the Indian frontier are certainly 
our friendsy ’ 7 


4 
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“t characters qs are daithful to.the. conflitution,; and the. lewsd* » Py, 
their worst enemiesy, the militia. referred. to, the tories of the late. 
revolution. Of thefe a few have become Jerious republicans.5, but, 


7 oe . . * . ry ~ oy? ea 
the great body perift in their old principles, . :‘I hey, love Englith fu. 


premacy, they, hate American independence, as. heartily ;as CVELy. 
‘They, are to-a man, attached to, Mr, Adams, becan{e they, know, - 
that his, principles are monarchical, and, that he isthe inflexible, 
driend. of England.. ayer f 0 vt all nae 
» At this moment the tory faGion, di€ates, the popular. tone,, and. 
directs the counfels of America. Only. feventeen years haye elapied. 
fince the clofe of there volution, and, . within that:fhort, interval its 
inveterate enemies have fnatched an aicendancy.  Suclr 1s the Fach p . 
but its oddity merits an explanatione. ys 4 crrigt, biaithiees pela yi 
Before the late war, this country might have been compared wit 
a foal, which its ownerconfiders ag tee young for the plow. He {pares 
its benes, not from pity, but from a. fenfe.of his own interelt.. Non, 
age is the moft comfortable part of the colt’s life; and, there wap 
fomething fimilar imjthe :inority of America, When, parliament 
confidered the continental foal as fufficiently grown, ailattem pt was 
made, to harnef$ him in the waggon of taxation. He, knocked, down 
his pretended mafter and benefactor. Me then yoked his. neck ina 
waggon of his own; where the new driver flogs him a thoufand 
times more feverely than, till. after,his aQual infurreCtion, his old 
matter had ever thought’ of, ‘ ee a 
Previous to the commencement of war, the new world looked at 
soft of her wrongs through the telefcope of futurity. She did not 
expect a real military contett; for effential preparations had not been 
made to fupportit. The Ainericans palt non-importation laws, that 
they might alarm England. Inftead of that, they, fhould have am- 
ported Englifh manufaAures as largely as poffible, -in order. to quali. 
dy themfelves for holding out. They fhould, efpecially, have fecu~ 
red, as far as they were able, a proper ftock of military ftores.. When 
Virginia fet up the flandard of independence, the ftate had. hardly 
as many charges of powder, as would have hot an ‘invadingr 
army of moderate numbers, though “évery ball had hit. A. gentle- 
man of Loudon county, who then fat inthe ailembly, ; called out 
one of the. moft adtive leaders of oppolition, and. repreiented the 
tolly of prohibiting importation, as. it was the fure, way..to. render 
the country defencelefs. ¢ The truth is,¥ ‘rephed;the,other, that 
{if England is in earneft, we muft PAD Ta eee ae Ea a op 
At Breed’s hill, almoft the whole powder of Maffachufetts was 
expended. If Gage, on the day aiter the battle, had fent four repi-, 
ments along the. neck of Bofton, the officers at, Cambridge. vere pre- 
pared to give way. The troops could not haye..refifted, ., for; want of 
ammunition... If the New-Englanders. had. previoufly dcfigned to 
revolt, their negle@ting to provide a flock of powder qwas an error 
without excufe, It was the fhepherd’s, boy, cafting away, ;his.fling, | 
and rufhing to. grapple with the giant. . Eyen after the war, began, 
#0. deeply were the roots of reconciliation planted in Americas thas 
if Howe, in treating his prifoners, had copied the clemency-of Carie- 


be 


ton, there was a chance that general fubmifion might have taken 
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arent {parks of attachment to; England, er, adherents haste ag 
ALS. naild ) 


pase ‘The temporary {ueeefs at; Long-Lland helped. to ronfe, the 
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Befides thefe, the, continent fwarms with feGarians, who, deny 
the lawfulneis of military refiftance. This doérine, which, levels 


jan with, the horfe in a cart, led them to, diflike, the revolutions 
4 gir hatred of the xepydlican party produced, of courfe, an averliog 
to, Gay Erengh- 1 vig.nas,been exafperated.into fury by the prefent 
war-of France with England, by the.execution of Louis and his wiley 
a fhe encroachments on the, Galligan, church, which moft of thete 
peeple.regand as atheiftical,, All fuch-tects gave nothing which they 
could help towards the American reyolution, while many republicans, 
by, exeqdave,zeal, fevercly, hurt. their fortunes, - ‘l'o this previous pare 
fimony, the toxics are, andshted for, much, of their. prefent importe 
ance’ torsuhoatun Ler aft as is “org taker wha i re 3 tas 
When the war ended, the gonquerors,, im the, lazinefs, and pride 
of victory, fuftered vag. numbers,of extled,royalitts to return to their 


oye 


homes,;; Lhefe, with, the non-veifting fects, and a multitude of ins 
fernal [ples, turncoats,, and. traitors of all,kinds, were, by the moft - 


extraordimary infatuation, : admitted, to the: taal. rank. of citizens. 


‘Vhofe, who fought againi, American independence, and thofe who 
yeiuied to fight for it,, were, neither of, them, entitled to an equal 
ihare, of.its benefits with perfons by whomat was atchieved. Ina 
ftovm, thofe who, refyfe to pump the fhip, may be cait overboard in 
orderito lighten it, ; As legiflators, the, difcipies of patlive obedience 
are. plainly incompetent,; Suppote that America is threatened with 
a foreign invafion, and that an army is wanted, A majority of dun. 
kards, op quakers,, refwfe,to.. yote. the. neceffary fupplies, and, the 
country is enflaved, Confiftently;with their principles, they can- 
ngt even, vote for, the.payment of debts that have been .con 
tracted ina formes, ware, At.prefent, however, many individuals of 
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yhefe fects, and efpecially of the quakers, have, in effect, deferted 
their principles... ‘They are the patrons of Liflon’s Gazette, and of 
all the mealures tending to excite a French war. . Were a French 
army, to land, the Mennonifts, and Quakers would not fight, theme 
oy thefe iectarians demand that, others fhould do what they them- 
felyes.refuie to do. - Were, a Prefbyterian, to fay, that his confcience 
wvould not permit, him:to bear arms againft France, they, would in- 
dtantly .arraign and adyertile him, as a,jacobin, a traitor, and am, 
atheitt,, ., i } | 


fa 
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_., he ranks of. monarchy, were farther. recruited by numerous eml-+ 
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Biants in the ‘mercantile line, and by almoft the whole body ok ade 
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co Mr, Wathingzom has been; praifed for, aéting in the American 
army without pay. He received, however, full payment of his exe 
pences. He did not fink money; and.numbers of other officers did 
fo : many ruined their families by.. following the camp, when ¢one 


grefs paper money was hardly worth. its, noom inva knaplacks 9" 
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wenturers from the Jand of cakes. “The feaport tows, from: 
New-York to Savanna, fwarm with this diversified crowd of* 
perfons difaffected to republican principles. They, entered’ inte 
‘the views, and have fometimes shared ‘in the fpoils of the native fix 
per cent. ariftocracy. At the election, in the fall of 1796, they 
marfhalied themfelves againft Mr, Jefferfon. The refpecrable part 
of the adherents of Mr, Adams could not have feated him: on the 
prefidential throne, for fuch it now is, without the ‘help’ of thofe’ 
whom the Jerfey militia juftly term the worst enemies of Américas 
That Britifh gold, alfo, has defcended in fhowers, is a fa’ now res 
corded in the fupreme court of Pennfylvania,* Yet it muft ‘not! be! 
fuppofed that Fenno and Webfter have been the only pair of Britifh, 
penfioners in this countty,’ If the red ‘book of St. James's fhail ever, 
ike that of Verfailles, meet the jight of day, divers interefting“dif> 
coveries will certainly tramfpire, as to the manufacture of Bitith 
treaties, and of truly federal majorities, a ee 
Some of the non-refifting fe€tarians deferve not the advantage of 
yefiding in a free country, Here follows a fpecimen of Dunkard 
charity. In fummer, 1798, a German, living in’ Maryland, “wrote 
an account of himfelf in a letter to Philadelpmia, He had been ‘res 
duced, in his own country, from opulence to want, by his’ attach~ 
ment to the French revolution, He indented himfelf and his family 
svith the captain of a veffel bound for Maryland, ‘he captain could 
ot fell the man, and gave’him leave to fhift for his dependents. The 
German was engaged by fome Dunkards to teach-a fchool, After ‘a 
confiderable time, his employers came to learn his political hiftory, © 
‘At the period of his writing this letter, they had’refolved to turn him 
Joofe on the world, in revenge for his republican tenets, What be- 
“came of him I do’ not know. In Pennfylvania, a fchoolmafter has 
been advertifed for with this precaution, that he muft not be of Ja- 
cobin principles. In fa&, the country abounds with wretches, that 
have the utmoft affeGtion for monarchy. In congrefs itfelf, princi- 
ples are avowed, which, during the revolution, might have colt their 
‘advocate his life. koa ' é 
“Mr. Adams concludes the fentence laft quoted with obferving that 
“government ‘* ftudies, however, not to foment, or irritate, or perpe- 
‘é tuate ancient prejudices, and malignant paflions, which had bet- 
‘& ter be difmiffed.” The word ancient is a {ort of oblique conteflion 
“of his general pardon to anti-revolutionary culprits. As for the reft 
of the extract, the reign of Mr. Adams has, hitherto, been one con- 
“gihued tempeft of malignant paffions. “As prefident, he has never 
‘opened his lips, or lifted his pen, without threatening and fcolding. 
The grand obje@ of his adminiftration has been to exafperate the 
yage of contending parties, to calumfiate and deftroy every man wha 
differs from his opinions. Mr, Adams has laboured,.and with me 
Yancholy fuccefs, to break up the bonds of focial’ affection, and, un= 
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dex'the ruims of confidence and friendfhip, to.extinguifh the only beam 
6f happinefs, that. glimmers. through the dark and defpicable. farce of 
ES -TO har PO FIST Seti EP AOD GVO R OAT A DibpeLELD TSF ee 

« he creatures are very pretty, captain,” fays, Lockit to Mace 
heath. ‘® ‘The creaturesvare very pretty, if we could only, trust the ni.’ 
Withpthe fame Caveat, the profetiions of Mar. Adains are: likewife ve» 
By prettys, Compare them with what followse he a 
~ In, December, 179.0,, William Gardner accepted, from the general 
govermmnent,. the office: of compmiflioner, of loans: for, New-Hamp- 
fhire,., Fe, was, then treafurer, of that. ftate, ayplace worth, about a 
thonfand, dellass: pers gnituris,., blis, fituation,. as ¢ ommifhoner; came 
only:tetfixc-hundred, andy fifty. Fle did not feligit bis new offices, He 
was urged to; accept oF At, by, am-aflucance, that congrefs would auge 
mentithe falarye: /Phey did not, and, within; eighceen-months, Mr. 
Gardner fignified his iuteatipn to refign, ) lnanfwer, Hamilton, then 
fecretary of the treafuryy and in fact. Prefident of the Union, fent 


hint adester, dates Jung; l4th, 1792... He exprefled the warneft aps 
-probation.of Mj Gardner's fervices, and regretted that they had not 
beeiy adequately rewarded... He folicited. him .to continue in. offices 
and declared-his. hopes: that the, compenfation, would be enlargeds 
a aii received; two other letters in, the fame {tile from Mrs 
‘Hamilton, and, two from. bis, fucceflor, Mr- Wolcott... Of thefe, the 


laft.is- dated fo late as: February 6th, 1797. .."Phus: Mr, Gardner 


was, forfeven. years, juccethvely, requefted,, and even courted, to,re~ 


tain; his jeffrcee. In fimmery P7928, he, was turned opt. An act, of 
 fach, yathankfulnets, aud rudenefs, unveils, the rottennets of profefit= 
onsj,,and,the ‘violence -of;,revenge, that fo eminently mark Mr. 

Adams..;Had this difchargejarifen. from the mere eaprice of powers 
from! the, giddinefs: of a dwarfifly. mind unequal toits elevation, the 
Prefident would, have acquired our, contempt, as. a fool rather than 
ow abhorrence as.a tyrant.’ A. fhort. explanation wilk help to. dee 
cide for which of thefe titles. Mr. Adams is the moft fuccefsful ane 
ditate.| 7 SP Otie oatsa ad modwores o cit brettnvn oft now 
_> In May, 798, ant.addrefs,.to the Prefident. was circulated for 
fubfeription, at Portfmouth, in New-Hamplfhire.. The contriver of 
this. piece had been fuddenly converted, as, he faid, to the prehdentia} 
fyftem, that is, to a French war, an American navy, a large ftanding 
army, an additional. Joad of taxes, and all the other fymptoms and. 
confequerices' of debt.and, defpotitm. This place-humter was, howe- 
ver, incapable of literary, compofition, even in the groyeling line of 
fycophancy- | He, therefore; procured a paper to. be written for him, 
Tk was couched, according to,cuftom, in the moft fulfome ftile.:;, The: 
prefent race of addreflers appear to think of Mr. Adams, what Gokt- 
fmith fays of Garrick ; 


» « Who pepper?d the, highest, was, surest to please. 


They, forget that he cannot, make one fiftieth part of them eithey 
side-waiters, or ambaffadors, venders of ftamped paper, judges, cute _ 


fer captains, or commiffioners of loans, Compared with the total 
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herd of “fattérers,{otlly a Tmiall proportieAGf them can be exalted, 
Hitovexcife men; dire€tors of “the! mint; Contractors; ‘cindle-fyuflers} 
intercepters of letters, or majors-general, with present pay, of an'wrs 
my entrenched in’thé fhdtuté Wookdo'd “iov ots aaa Ak? on Fe 2*i 
“Mr: Gaiditer recelved adtly’ hoti¢e tha tp ithewdurse téfule tol fen, 
this*pledge' of ‘meatinets; his name vould! BE? scat on? CAS alin © 
tafte; and fenfe, and*‘a’ good’ ‘citizen he? cotitel| Mot coment: ta 
fariCidn’ a budget’ of fervility) of bofibuft, and Gh flariders ??Hariedi- 
titely, Benjamin Rufleu, printer’ dt’ Boftof forthe general governs 
ment, publifted alit'of thote ‘perfons}° who*had ‘refufed to? hen this 
addrefse' Arnong thefe, were Mr. Gardner) the! colletior of "the vet 
venue, and the captain of the! cutter ‘at Portirourh aPHe di fim Mont 
from office of thefé three péifons Was dettlatided Hit pranted oo oT hele 
hanes were treated ‘with’ all’ the Thidhd! and Volearity’ theelsditins 
tit the columns ofthe Célumbiah’ Ceatitek! (oiMppy does nok 
‘the’ Prefident,” exélaimed his own Hith Ruel: “avhy doe avet 
the Prefident’ timblé“Headiong ‘from! thir” places; > the Colle dor; 
8 loanzoffice ‘corm Mifiche?s atid conmandel 6F thé reverite Citter at 
s Portfmotth 2° THe ingrates ought n ot fora moment’ to betuffe 
466d to eat the bread 6f ‘the public, when they await lonty fern fate 
“ ockafions to betray ott own dountiy 6’ France” “Phe Deathly 
tone “6f ‘this newfpaper advite would; uridér mol "eovernmentey e 
fare its refafals “Pitt, or “Vergennés, inal Have’ trembled’ at theres * 
ae | ‘being? Fafpedted /aa promptersyét pupilsy to’ “an illiteraté 
latketiard. © The frites 6f Jotih’ Adatis feats’ above fueh holds 
ferupies. - Similar publicatibis appeareditt feve ral vthersief the pros 
titted vebictes, as' Mir. Gardier; in his’ prifited appeal “to the Public 
very property calls thems? He’ was’ difhiffed from’ the loaf offide 
witha thined cofitation; ‘and ‘after Having” lok *two ‘theuTadd pve 
heitdited dollars “by the acceptance and Hexen on! of his Med moe 
Yeeris that his intcme ‘had; ‘moreover, fallen thor fof his expences 
foP°Mti Gardner flares, that He was' poorer By two thoufand dollars, 
when he quitted his office than when he came into its This is? what 
Rh Meals Catiive Sf the publid byead}2"Phe pFonlife of Hamilton, 
HS divehin his correfpondence with Mr: Gardnery that Ke wourken 
deavour to get the falary diomented, ana hts fublequent! Pesret for 
Want! of fuccefsy Were a réré pretence)’ “Whenever hé Wiffed'to'dé 
mifchief, the firlt and fecond’ Congtefs were always ready, 2 ras 
~° The: fame fyftenr of pétfecution has beet “extended all over the 
cortinent. Every’ petfor Holding ai 'ofice mult’ either “quit it, “or 
think ‘and vote’ exactly with “Mel Aldaths.°A’ Catalogueof thefe 
expulfions would fill a pamphlet. Ti? fpring, 1798, feverabperfons 
| DS: PR PR ate oe bb WIG REISER. TO a WT hay 
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* Mr: Gardner faye *eliat his *fitwation;: before’ he “was a com 

miffloner of loans, was more profitable than that employment, by 
‘at leait fifty per’ cent: > dd this fifty! per 'etit? for'feven’ yeare’an 
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-at’Philedelphia were turned out of bread, becaufe they voted for Hirzel 
inflead of Morgan, as a fenator for the affembly of Pennfylvania. Mr. 
Iirael is; to be fure, a republican! He has, however, as creat a pledzé 
in the happittefs of America as any man can have! “He poffeltes a corn 
petent fortune, and he is the father ef twelve children. The painful 
and perilous fervices of this ufeful man inf the Philadelphian vifitationg 
of 1793, and 1797, might have tended to extenuate the guilt of hig 
electors’ It ‘is hoped that on: March 4th, 1801, Mr: Gardner, and 
other expelled public fervants, will receive from the fucceffor of Mri 
Adams, a tender of their offices back again. agi 

The newfpapers printed under the prefidential banner, breathé no- 
thing but irritation, calumny, and every imaginable ingredient of civil 
difcord. § fhe inflances that might be given within the laft twelve 
months orly, would overflow the boundaties of Bayte’s diftionary. I 
fhall mentioti one, or two: In June, 1798, when Bache was arrefted for 
fedition, that is, for wifhing to preferve the peace of the country, for 
éxpofing the follies and the crimes of the Britith and drefidential fa@i- 
on, he was held to bail, and Mré Iffaet, and captait) Leiper became fure~ 
ties for his appearance. Of the forrher [I have already fpoken.. In the 


fall of 1797, hé was eleGed a fenator bé the citizens of Philadelphia, as 
a trifling tribute of gratitude for his public fervices. In a pecuniary | 
light, the placé wag not worth his acceptance. His eleGion was an- 
hulled by a moft notorious decifion of the fenaté of Pennfylvania. He 
would have been chofen a fecond time, but for the artificed and threats 
of the ariftocracy, and the forgery fince difcovered of a number of 
votess As for Thomas Leipe?, it would be difficult to conceive even 
the abftra&t idea of a moré independent, a more induftrious, of a more 
eftimable citizen.* When it was known that Mr. Ifrael and captain 
Lei er hadebailed Bache, the gazette of John Fenno, or rather of John 
Adams; loaded them with a torrent of invetives too grofs to be quoted; 
and too defpicable to be anfwered. The ordute of the prefidential 
motth-piece coald be fivalled in naftinefs only by that of the Britifi 
Geman? sow earcticey StF e189 Stier moninios fedwiie 
The procedure in this bufinefS was, if the very outfet) an extrava< 
gant outrage on juftice. If Bache had not been able to give fecurity, 
he muft have remaived in jail for probably fix months, before he was 
brought to trial. This interval of imprifonment is fufficient for bring 
ing many people toruin. The law fays that aman is always prefumed 
innocent, until his guilt has been proved. Yet, it often happens that 
13% a See MOTE he roe, tenes ee ea 
* Before the arrival of Rochambeauy ih 1780, ‘with the French fleet © 
and army, it had become almoft impoffible for Mr. ‘Wathington to keep 
his troops together. Congrefs could neither command money nor credit 
for their fubfiftence, and the genéral gave notice that the immediaté 
diffolution ofthe army was to be apprehended. In’ this extremity, 2 
number of the citizens of Philadelphia came forward With a privatd 
fubfcription, and prevented the apparent ruin of the caufe. “Among 
the fubf{cribers were Thomas Leiper, and Blair M‘Lenachin. In'the 
daily prints of the Anglo-New-England adminiftration, 'thefe two gen= 
tlemen are fpoken of as the groffeft criminals. poms) e 
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innocence endures the-punifhment of guilt before a trial can take places 
‘The majority of citizens are not able to find two fecurities for a thouland 
dollars each; and everyman who cannot do fo is liable to be arrefted 
and confined at the nod of a fecretary of ftate. This is rank tyranny 
Pickering has only to iffue his mandate againft a citizen whom he does 
- pot like, and whom he knows to be of dependant circumftances. The 
-man is hauled before fome toad-eating judge, fome reptile who is gap- 
*Gng for a feat on the federal bench, or an embafly to England.* 
He is then told that he has endangered the peace of the country. 
He has withed that the prefident were dead, or perhaps only ick; that he 
would get wifer counfellors, and befiow lefs money upon Pruffian ame 
baffadors, and penfionary major-generals. Perhaps the criminal has 
only faid that Theodore Sedgwick.is a blockhead, that Tracy is a fa- 
vage, that Dexter is a fop, and that Harper tells lies. For thefe, and 
each of thefe enormities, he muft either find two. fecurities, at athou- 
{and dollars a piece, or be hut up in fome dungeon from his family, his. 
‘bufinefs, and his creditors, till the tyrants of America chufe to drag him 
into court. The treafury faGtion then try to colleé and ‘embody his 
debts, as they did, but without fucceis, for Mr. John Beckley. - They 
write the hiftory of his wife, as they did for governor M‘Kean, and for the 
“prefent Spanifh ambatlador. They fet open the whole floodgates of . 
fcurrility.and blackguardifm, while. he mufinot anfwer a fingle word: 
- otherwife he is profecuted for a contempt of court. By the time of trial 
heis bankrupt, and has not half a joe to fee a lawyer; or perhaps, 
like. the fycophant who refufed: to. plead for Matthew Lyon, every 
“huckfter in fophiftry, every haberdafher in truth and’ falfehood, will 
keep his lips fealed.. The rebel, muit.then plead his own caufe before 
an ignorant and brow-beaten, or more likely before a packed and prefi- 
dential Scotch jury.. Government felects the offender who can be moft 
eafily crufhed, from ten.thoufand others.as obnoxious as himfelf. The 
prefident names the. marfhall, and, at. leaft in Virginia, and Pennfyl- 
-vania, the marfhall appoints the jurors. This is what government calls 
‘jultice, but what common fenfe calls the very effence and foul of il- 
lainy and.oppreflion... Citizens of. Virginia! If ye are fill the fame 
men, who behaved with fo much bravery in the Britith war, if the abo- 
“minations, of, paper-jobbing, and.reverence for the virtues. of John 
Adams, have not,congealed you, into marble, ye muft, in this great cri- 
164 ( iiadto BF ao ob MOREaood end ile. tied tnt aa 
~ * Tf Wafhington wanted to corrupt.the American judges, he could not 
have taken a more decilive ftep than bythe appointment of Jay. That of 
Monroe. .was.very; little better, as tending to influence the fenates “In 
1795, .Wathington had nominated, Mr, Rutledge to, a vacaney on the 
federal bench... ._The latter fignified his readinefs to accept of ite. In 
the interim,, before the fenate had.ratified, the nomination, the judge 
diflinguifhed himfelf in oppofition to Jay’s treaty. Ellfworth, adix per 
cent veteran of the fenate, had long been grumbling for an appointment. 
He oppofed the choice of Rutledge, who by condemning Jay’s ignomi- 
nious capitulation, had ceafed to be agreeable to the prefident. Rut- 
ledge was, on, that aecount, rejected by. the fenate. -Ellfworth, in the 
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end, got the vacancy for, himielf, . He. is.now. chief juftices: 
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fis, feel and act like yourfelves.” What do the ufurpers mean by con- 
tempt of court? Are we not to think and print upon every fubje&? 
When a man is rotting in jail, and loaded with calumny, he is not ta 
reply. This, to be fure, is glorious freedom, and well worth your eight 
years of fighting, burning, and ftarvine. 

When‘a perfon is charged with fedition, he ought not, in juftice, to 
be apprehended, until he has been legally convicted. If, in the mean 
while, he tries to gather a mob, that confpiracy forms a fecond and 
worle offence, and a juft bafis for military coercion. But if he flies the 
‘country, exile and outlawry are, in themfelves, a punifhment abun- 
dantly fevere. All danger from him is, likewife, at an end, fo that 
the purpofes of public juftice, and of public fafety, are both amply 
fulfilled. | . 

When a citizen of the Roman republic was accufed before the peo- 
ple, -he had his choice of exile, at any time before the fentence was 
pronounced. This.rule was never broken, but in the moft extraordi- 
mary cafes. -For inftance, a confpiracy had once. been formed to fet 
fire to Rome, and maffacre the citizens. Cicero, at that time one of 
the confuls, feized Cethegus, and eight of his accomplices. It was 
warmly debated in the fenate what fhould be done with them. Five 
were executed. But amidft the fplendor and fafcination of his fublime 
eloquence, it is vifible that Cicero was terrified at the rafhnefs of his ar- 
reftment. He was afterwards banifhed on account of it. Thus facred, 
thus venerable, even in the depth of abafement and deteftation, was 
the perfon of a Roman citizen! But Bache, the printer, was not, like 
Cethegus, an incendiary. He wanted not to burn any man’s houfe. 
The Britith gang wanted to burn his. They were headed by the attor- 
ney that fince fled for forgery; and truly the head and the tail were _ 
worthy of each other. The faft day of May, 9th, 1798,* was chofen , 
for this defign by the Cethegus of Philadelphia. Bache heard of his 
danger, and informed Hilary Baker, then mayor of the city, No no- 
tice was taken of this intimation. The jacobin, the French pentioner, 
was left to his fate. Bache colleéted and armed fome of his friends. 
‘The fix per cent myrmidons heard of his preparations, and fortunately. 
defifted from their plan. They filled the fireets with noife and alarm; 


ut they did not hazard an attack. The hiftory of that night hasnever _ . 


been completely told. It was affirmed, at the time, that a large 
quantity of arms was lodged by the government faction in a houfe near 
the hall of congrefs, and that, in cafe of difturbance, mufkets and ball. 
were to be diftributed to the young citizens, as the attorney’s mob chofe 
to call themfelves. Happily, the inhabitants at large, are acquainted. 
with the worth of peace, and the ftorin blew over. But for this good 
fortune, thanks are not due to the genuine friends of order, as fome 
perfons impudently term themfelves. Ungqueftionably, Philadelphia 
contains many characters that would rejoice in bloodfhed. This is one. 
— +o 
piml at ¢ NOTES. oy 
»* Thiswasa silly:catch for popularity, a mimickry of the British. 
‘kings .The constitution knows nothing of fast days. | 
. + Both Messrs. Bache and Baker are since dead; .but several persons. 
still living know the particulars. | | 
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ei the fundamental maxims of the Hamiltonian fehool. When! Camil- 
k d Mr. Washington that he wifhed’the rebels to Lave durat Pitts 
burp, the p wrehider nt did not order any of the fervants to turn him out of 
rus ho nile. This tacit acquiefcence proves that Mr..W afhington,. in ag 
far as lic durk fraine an opinion of his own, approy ed of tlie exprefiion, 
At the preient juncture, he exhibits himfelf in public along with that 
American Caligula, His admirers inay jeparate, as well asithey can; 
tne moral fyftem of the lieutenant, ge néxal from that of his intpector. 
Qn the eve nine of the fame alt ¢ day, about thirty. lads ‘appeared i na 
body, in Phi ladelphia, with French cockades. ' T hey made-no difture 
bance, * They, were difperfed cd by the magiira tes, who committed fome 
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of them to prion. “The federal mob weré by 1 far more ures ous, ‘more 
noily; a more apparently dangerous. No attempt was made by thé 
sae ates to reduce them to” picts But at length fome republican 


froops of hort: aitembled on the ftreets; andthe young citizens tock 
the milelves-out of the way... We had mufick, and poetry, duch as they 
‘were, for feveral aights after. ‘The trealuny fonghers de! tcengded to very 
oe as to ierenade Ton! s printer.* 

In the teeth of fuch. details, with what face can MirsiAdnme hits 
that his government * fludies Nor to perpetuate malignant passions 2" 
The party feem to { fhady nothing elfe. In fummer, 17 798, general Sum- 
ter of. South- Carolin na,. was grofs ly infalted at the new Circps in. mar ‘ket- 
fireet, Philade Iphia, bec: aniile he did’ not clap his hands, ‘wi hen the pres 
fident entered the place. The general fat in one of the front rows, when 
@ rumour fpread that. Mr. Adams was cdming ine A clapping of hands 
comm enced, and one Fitzhugh called out, ‘in a loud voice, afking why 
the general ie not clap?. A fec¢ond rumour arofe, and a fecond demand 
for clapping + was made upon this venerable veteran. At the fame time, 
Fitzhugh attemuted to feize his han ds, and force him to clap. General 
Sumter 4 reprefented that there was ‘no mutual acquaintance to juflity 
fuch fre edoms,' that he. was a ftranger to the gentleman, and atked if 
the lattey knew who be wasZ “ Oh, damn you, we know you, and all 
‘* your party,” replied the royalifte ** T hope, in fix months time, to 
“ a you all banifhed from the country." Then turning to one major 
Oram, } he went.on thus: “does not Dayton keep thefe fellows in excel- 
“‘ lent order?’ His laft words referred to the infolence of that. fuper-= | 
eminent ruflian, Abe late fpeaker of the houfe of. reprefentativess ~The 
fecond rumour of the approach of his majefty of Braintree proved, alfo, 
groundle fs. Atlaf, Mr. Adamsdid appear. Fitzhugh then attempt= 
ed to fnatch off general Sumter’s hat, afking why, like the reft of the 
company, he did. not uncover? The general found. out his name; and 
called for him, next morning, at his lodgings; but Fitzhugh was'gone;. 

. Thefe particulars point out the fpirit of the New-England’ adminiftra- 
tion, The ou rat to whom Fitzhugh acadrelii himfelf, isa nl 


aT ekg hye 8 


j (nt te es pide es j ie 
© 7” . 


Norn. 

m Lpreper, ta general, tois cfrcumlocution to the pain ofnekniubitd. 
Me NIG as detestable as that of Rochester.’ But toe present: explanation 
4s ne ee because Liston basy in spring last, procured ‘a fecord 
printers. Tibia 3 Joung Penns whose aaime 1s nana ee nite eee at aK 
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jobber from North-Carolina. During: the winter of Aan muary, 1798.7 
introduced himfelf into the hotel where the vice prey idént lodg ed. In 
eonverfation, Mr. Jefferfon i is above fufpicion, or difguife. The firtt 
trait of his prefence that ftrikes you is an amiable and dienified fimplici- 
ty. Some of his expreflions were foon fpread abroad, and Oram was 
difcovered to a@ as a colloquial caterer, and tale poe for his excel- 
lency, Mr. Adams. Upon this s, he was turned out of the houfe, In 
the dated atch of military promotions, the pretident had refolved to re- 
ward this martyr, by making him a captain of artillery. Some of the 
fenators threatened to invefligate his character ; ; and the project of pro- 
notion was deferted. | “About the time that general Sumter met with 
fuch ulage at the circus, a reception of the fame kind was given at the 
playh iouie to Mr. Bard, a clergyman, a member of conarefs, and one 
ef the moft inoflenfive ée mankind. ~The manager of the new theatre 
at Philadelphia had the effrontery to become the tool of the fadtion. 
He has fince, and very deférvediy, been declared a ba ankrupt. Our 
jockies and miunicks are tirelome enough without fuch additional mo- 
tives to difeuft. In 1787, Mr. Adams publifhed his Defence, or rather 
attack of the American conftitutions. Defcribing the progrefs of arif- 
tocracy, he fays that ‘¢ even the theatres, and aéors and actrefies, 
§* mutt become politicians, and convert the public pleafures into en- 
6 gines of populari ity for the governing members of the houfe.” Mr. 
Adams has the merit of fulfilling his own predi€tion. — 
Party fpirit has extended even to charitable inftitutions. The dif. 
penfary at Philadelphia was lately conducted by fix phyficians, who 
pave atténdance gratis. One of Heke was Dr. James Reynolds. In 
place of thanking him for his acceptance of a truft by which he could 
gain nothing, the managers took offence at his attendance. Only one 
. objection could be farted again{t this intelligent and eftimable man. 
Dr. Reynolds is a friend to political liberty. ‘Phe other five phyficians 
wrote a letter to the managers, reprefenting that they could never ad- 
mit the introduétion of fuch a principle for ‘difmiffion: ‘The board had 
not even the decency to fend thefe gentlemen an anfwer. ‘Their letter 
was returned back again, with the copy of a minute, made by the board, 
and dated May 31,. 1798. Inthat paper, the managers fay that “ the 
* contents of this letter ‘are of a nature improper to be considered.” 
‘The phyficians immediately gave in their refignation, adding that they 
would continue their fervices, until fucceifors could be appointed. The 
managers fent them a fecond minute, a and, without thanking them for 
the latter part of their communication, accepted of their propofal to 
‘refign. © After all which has been faid about quacks, and extravagant 
bills, there is no other clafs of men, that do fo much bufinefs for 
nothiiie, as the faculty of medicine. ‘Whether it happens that their 
hearts are expanded by a liberal education, or foftened by the frequent 
approaches of wretchednefs, there is, I believe, no other clafs of men 
half fo generally gifted with the godlike feelings of humanity. There 
ds no place i in the world wheré phyficians are, in general, more feantily 
paid than in Philadelphia. The practitioner whd is to fubfift by his 
patients has no time to caft away. The ungracious behaviour of the 
managers was, therefore, moft remarkably unbecoming. But what 
gan be-expeced from’a faction that fulminates eternal theets of ribbale 
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dry againft Trifh emigrants, againft holders of flaves, and efpecially 
apainft the landof debdis ; for thatisthe name which they giveto Virginia? 
In-fome paris of this flate; the affeffors of the direct tax, were lately 
diftributing from.their pockets, The Cannidal’s progress, and other in- 
famous publications of the fame kind. Lifton’s Billingsgate newfpeper 
13 fent gratis, over the country, to a great number.of deputy poftmatters. 
In the midit of fuch doings, Timothy Pickering rails at calumniatorse 
A. vilage of three fold brafs might blufh at hiseffrontery, © 
About the month of July, 1798, the Bofton Mercury had thefe 
words: “ there fill remains among us ahoftile, malignant and dange- 
‘ rous French fa@ion.-1 am prepared in my own mind, as it refpects 
*s internal enemies, to make it a war of extermination.—This work 
“ must be done. There is no middie courfe, in my opiition, to be pur- 
‘6 fned.”” By éuternal enemies, this writer means the friends of Mr. 
jeflerfon. ‘The Mercury Marat will have a conliderable fhare of bufi- 
aefs upon his hands. Nor isthe mention of univerfal butchery peculiar to 
an obf{cure feribbler. The writings of the Wafhington faétion are 
full.of fach menaces.. When the long parliament of England arofe in 
arms againft Charles the firft, they did not tell the English nation that 
every man, woman, and child was to be armed, that Oxford was to be 
reduced to duftand athes, that the friends of monarchy were to be abs 
folutely, and of neceflity extirpated. If Pym and Hampden had ems 
ploved fuch phrates, they would have been fent to the fame madhoufe 
that Barlow, and the Americans at Paris, have affigned for Mr. Adams. 
Our mushrom fix percent ariftocracy, the maggots of congreflional cors 
ruption, hold cut language.at Bofton and Philadelphia, that Sylla, in 
th: midf of his mefiacres. and his legions, durft not have held at 
Romeniy' «: . 
In contermpt. of this. torrent of demonftration, the prefident affirms 
that his government fludies NoT ta perpetuate malignant passions. The 
truth is that he was-eleCted, in a conliderable meafure, by the motely 
coalition of the paper-jobbing, and of the tory factions. He is princis 
pally fupported by. that double headed faction. . His peculiar favor and 
confidence are reftried to the moft furious emiffaries of that faQion. - 
‘Only one other extract fhall be given from the anfwer to the Jerfey 
militia. ‘ Tregret,” fays Mr. Adams, ‘to fee, in your addrefs,. fo 
‘© many fragments.of. thofe old difcontents, jealoufies, and. murmurs; 
“ which once made'the citizens of: New-Jerfey as tributary to their 
neighbouring ftates, as the French now desire to makevus all to them.) 
New- ferfey has never been tributary, nor is fhe rentarkable for grumb- 
Ung. Oftate, the federal orators have rung innumerable changes up- 
on this word tributary. "To the federal government nothing as more 
familiar... [hus -we.pay tribute to the femicitcle-of lavage tribes along 
the wefterm frontier... Gonfult our bargains with the Creeks and Kickt - 
kapoos.. America islikewife tributary to Algiers. That tribute'de- 
fervesa {pecial explanation. It willplacein aclear light the talentsofMr. 
Wathington, the economy of congrels,- and the caprice'of Mrs Adams, 
in .exprefling fuch.peculiar antipathy tothe payment of'aPrencbtributes 
. This interefting portion.of American. hiftory bas. not hitherto been 
placed in.a complete. point of view. What follows-will anfwer for the 
purple of a work: like the prefent. From the’ time of therevolution, 
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the vellels ofthis country could not venture’ into -the* Mec litérranean, 
becaufe they were not protected, as they formerly | ‘hdd been, by. the 
Britifh flag. In. July, 1785, the corlairs’ of? Algiers took, upon the 
Atlantic, two American fhips.' For eight years thereafter, they were’ 
confined within the Straits:of Gibraltar, by. the blockade’of the Portus 
guefe navy. About thes time when the new federal government had 
been eftablithed,. fome citizens commienced a fub{etiption for’ the-re- 
demption of the prifoners'at Algiers. ‘Phe’ projet’ met with cordial. 
reception. General Jacob Morgan, with fome’ other citizens, as a 
committee, waited upon prefident \Wafhington, at ‘his houfe in’ Phila. 
delphia, with an account of the: fub{criptions. Tbe Sreatest man that 
ever existed fhewed as little inclination for the relief of captain Ot Brien’ 
at Algiers, as he.fince did for that of Mr. Paine from the Luxemboury. 
This shepherd of the people* told the committee, that at was improper 
for. tadydidyals to interfere, and that: gcevernment would attend to the 
bufinefs. This was the fubftance of his anfwer. Some gentlemen were’ 
in waiting for the committee, till a fhould 'come-out of the-prefi-' 
dent’s houfe. One of thefe: was Mr.) Thomas Leiper, who had fub- 
{cribed an hundred dollars. To this gentleman general Morgan’ fai 
thefe very words: “we have returned with’ our’money in our fack’s. 
“ mouth.” Such wasthe zeal of Mr. Wathington for the relief of his 
fellowscitizens! If a Britith minifter +hadrifked'fo barbarons:a refufal, 
every independent newfpaper.in' England would: have‘ thundered re- 
proaches upon hishead; and the intended benefa@tors would have com- 
pleted their bufinefs in contempt of him.  It’is impoffible to puefs for 
what reafon, the citizens of America did not execute'their benevolent’ 
purpofe in contempt of Mr. Wafhington. As ‘for the proinifed inter- 
ference of government, the public never heard more ‘of the matter, for 
feveral years, until ainew .and) unexpeted éinergency’ called forth a 
correfpondence with the Dey of “Algiers. Under ithe’ old French mo- 
narchy, when a perfon was trom twenty years’6fage to fixty, immured 
in the Baftile, there always-exifted fome temptation to'the deed, fome’ 
objea of avarice, of luft,-of ambition, or of vengeance. Ain explana- 
tion of this ‘kind cannot be advanced for the philegitt of Mr. Wafhing- 
ton. His refufal muft be refolved, therefore, intd' that’ ‘utter want of 
feeling; which:conftitutes ithe key fone of ‘his’ chara&érs’ and whith hag’ 
coft the lives of fo many hundreds ‘of families, on the foath weftern: 
frontier. But: although. American ‘navigatioi ‘was éxélided from the: 
Mediterranean, the ‘tonnage ‘and: foreign’ trade of the’ United States’ 
multiplied with as:much rapidity ast was" poflible’ to defies” The te~ 
ftriGtion'was.a moft: trifling :difadvantage.' - The gigantic growth ofthe’ 
commerce and {hipping: of ‘this country began’ to excite the jjealouly ‘of 
England. The wretched pr oclamation of neutrality, “of April’ 22d, i 
1793; was moft: likely communi¢atedto: Pitt long 4 before it had been, 
openly propofed in the cabinet of ‘America. © On the 8th of June’ fol’ 
lowing, the court of Uondon:iffued the order for-feizing neutral fhips 
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bound to France with provifionss This was juft forty-fix days afte? 
the proclamation of Mr. Wafhington. Perhaps his mar. ifefto had reach- 
ed England before that order iflued. At any rate, Pitt was undonbt- © 
edly acquainted with tke prefident’s abhorrence for the French revolu- 
tioa. He knew that the United States could hardly ftand alone in @ 
maritime conteft with England, dnd that the perfons at the head of the 
federal government. would never join with France. This obvious ex 
planation at once difcovers the balis of a} the fubfequent wrongs which 
America has endured from the corfairs of George thé third! As if thefé 
inftruments of mifchief had not been fufficiently numerous and ative; 
England feduced, or perhaps bullied Portugal, into a tranfient truce 
with Algierss <The pirates inflantly rufhed through the Straits, as 
from a prifons into the weftern oceaite ‘Phey took feveral Americaw 
veffels, and about.an hundred and twenty prifoners. For all this ha~ 
vock we are tothank the diabolical malevolence of Fagiand. It is un- 
derftood that Robert Lifton was the very perfon difpatened by. Pitt to 
the Dey, to dire&t him to the fpecial deftruction of Asmerican fhipping. 
T had this notice at that time from a refpecable correfpondent i in North- . 
Britain. It has fince been repeatedly aihrmed in American newfpapers.. » 

When information of thefe additional piracies arrived in America, 
William Smith, Sedgwick, Hillhoufe, and the reft of the ftock-jobbers,’ 
conlidered them, as aftordide an excellent pretence for increafing the’ 
national debt, for extending the patronage of the prefident, for bracing 
the general force.of the Wathington faGion, and of the funding fyfiems 
The fwindlers of the old continental army are haunted with conftant’ 
horror left, in fome fit of common fenfe, and of decifive indignationy 
the people fhall caft into the flames the whole aé¢umulatéd mafs of im= 
polture, villainy, and extortion.* On this account, they ftrive to in- 
creale, upon all occations, the public. debt. ‘Fhey know that the per-. 
manence of a fuperflruture depends upon thé préportiondte breadth of 
its foundation. , Every new million which can be added to the public’ 
debt, embodies.a frefh regiment of creditors in the phalanx of the par= 
ty. Thus unavoidably does one bad aGion pave the way for. another! 
The primitive fpolers created three-fourthst of the national debt for 
the fake of their.own immediate and: petfonal prokt. And now they 
with to double this, debt, in order, that the mountains may cover them, 
that their own primitive pillage ma_ ‘be fheltered in the general compil-* 
ation. With fuch views it was that the party pr opoled the building of 
fix frigates, which were’ to ecrofs the Atlantic, and blockade Algierse. 
A more ftupenduous abfurdity was never heard of. We fhould hot laugh 
at Don Quixote, and his windmills. Britain has a navy of at leaft fix’ 
hundred fhips of. war; andwith all this immenfe force, it is founds 
cheaper to bribe the Algerines than to fight them. | 

On this occafion,.the Britifh partifans difplayed the’ wanaann {pirit of. 
faction. They refifted, Mr. Madifon’s refolutions, thofe of Mr. Clarke, 
and Mr. Dayton, and every other propofal tending to place the United® 
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@ moderate guesse 


> PROSPECT BEFORE "US, “aa 
“Stites at am sntdepéndent diftancé from the enctoachments and rava- 
ges of Britain. Not one of the plans produced by the republicans in 
»conprefs tended to producé a rupture with the defender of the faith ; 
‘but merely) an honorable. fyftem of defenfive ‘neutrality, At 
the fame times thofe perfonsy who were tor enduring every thing 
from England, plunged this country into the ridiculous and ufelets 
armament againft tke pirates of Barbary. The proper method for 
“America ‘ would have been to megociate with wort uea to renew 
the blockade of the: Straits. 

_ Within the courfe of a few months, the queen of Portugal fut up , 
‘the Straits. This deftroyed aloft aH pretence for proceeding with 
the fix frigates. Mr. Wathington had ther only two things ‘to do. 
‘The one was to negociate with the court of Lifbon for the certain 
Continuance of the blockade. The other was to redeem the prifons 
vers, whofe deliverance he’had prevented fome years before. — On this 
-ocvalion Mr. Wathington difplayed the fame want of wifdom and 
‘economy that marks almott every other part of his adminiitrati-+ 
ons! Lhe bailding’of the frigates crept forward at a monitrous ex- 
spenees’ At the fame time, a treaty was begun with the Alverines, 
hut infead of confining himfelf to the redemption of prifoners, Mr. 
Wathington wandered into the labyrinth of a regular and exorbi- 
tant annual tribute, for the fake of obtaming the admiflion of Ame-~ 
xicanveflels into thé Mediterranean.* ‘This country had. already 
more fhipping upon the water than its influence could protect, or its 
scapital could {pare from purpofes more eflential, Inftead of extend- 
ang the: fphere of hee navigation, it was the intereit of America to 
«contract ite’ 

But we fhall for the prefent fuppofe that an exteAfion| of their 
commerce was:an object of importance to the United States. Let 
us next enquire what wasthe real worth of the Mediterranean trade, 
and proceed with {lating the amount of the tribute which this’coun- 
try pays to the Algerines for leave to carry iton. We fhall then 
fompare the two fides of the bargain 5 and draw the Cangluten®. 
oh: profit or lois. 

In. 1795,:the, exports ‘to’ Italy and Maroexs came to two hundred - 
dads twenty-two thouland dollars. The exports of the United States 
were, in whole, twenty-fix millions. The trade to thefe two coun- 
tries made, at that time, an hundred and eighteent! 1 part of the: total 
mafs of exportation. 

In 1797, the exports to Italy and Morocco* came to feven hun- 
dred and eighty-two thoufand dollars. The fpecified exports of the 
United States for that year came to fifty-one millions and three hun= 
sred thoufand dollars. Where was befides a large chafm of omifli- 
ens in es 6 Ta of South-Carolina. The ple amount itis 
——t— 
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/* This country ishere claffed as a Mediterranean mie: but it es 
mare upon the Ocean. 
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.perhaps be fifty-four millions. (Of this mafs,.‘the exports to Tale 
jand: Morocco form. a fixty-ninth parte 00 9 9 fo... sue ee 
_ ‘Lhe trade. to‘thefe two. countries, muft be » regarded as: the 
only advantage arifing from the Algerine negociatione Buti the 
syear 1797, far exceeded the medium of exports; and farther, the 
Dutch and Englifh would. have been glad to convey, in their own 
bottoms, whatever. proportion.of American commodities the two 
“countries might want. It is moft.likely that a part of the exports 
from the United States to Italy and Morocco, in 1793, were taken 
from, this country-in foreign bottoms, and under the name of Eng- 
land, or Holland, for example. I-mention this merely to: fhew that 
the augmentation of the, Italian’ trade fhould fot) be altogether ateri- 
bed to the Algerine treaty, which perhaps had no thare whatever in 
this:increafe,ofiexportse.s: aidys a Lhe. fs Too someeniaao? 
Thefe particulars prove the, infignificant.obje&-for which America 
has beeome tributary to Algiers. On an average, the experts ought 
not to.be rated at more than, five or fix hundred thoufand:dollars, 
per annum. The greatér partjof thefe; cargoes, would: have been _ 
tranfported alfo by the Dutch and. Enghth merchants. fot thecom-. 
_mon and. moderate percentage of the carrying. trade. | Hence ‘thie 
clearand,real profit arifing from) the friendfhip of Algiers comes :to- 
a very trifing matter. Itis only this, that we have a marketfome- 
what better, than;what. wé. otherwife might. havechad for »an: hun-: 
dredth part of our foreign commerce. We buy and fell for ourfelves, 
-inftead.of tranfating through the medium of. a third partys Inthat 
petty portion of trade, therefore, we fhall buy and fell:perhaps five 
per cent. better than we otherwife could have done.. But even that is 
doubtfuls. “Afolitary American captain, when he enters the port of 
Leghorn with a cargo, has many difadvantages. im. competing with, 
the importsof an eftablifhed Brith, houfe. eee googtn 
.. But fuppofe that. thirty thonfand.dollars per annum cf additional 
profit are made by. the trade to that part of the world, fince.it has been 
extended under the wings of the Algerine treaty,* and» fince it was 
carried on in American bottoms. d/l is not won that goes into the 
purse, fays: the proverb. If the capital employed in. ‘the carry- 
ing trade:.can be much. better expended in farming, them 
the whole -benefits pretended to come from the tribute to Barbary 
muft. iffue insa.perfect bubble. .I fhall. hereafter go into that argu> 
.ment at fome length ; and fhall only remark in this place that the fit- 
uation of-a farmer is ‘certainly more independent and more happy than 
that either of afailor, or of an exporting merchant. Of the former, 
one half goto the bottom. Of, the latter, one halfigo to jail; or at 
leaft become infolvent. But in the loudeft wind that whiftles through 
the fky;:in the moft, univerfal .crath that overwhelms commercial Crem 
dit, the induftrious farmer enjoys the pleafure of his own firefide,.. 
—— +e 
an NOTE. 
<2 Such'a confequence of the treaty.is not here: affirmed, but only 
granted for the fake of argumente. ijnvwhd CF Ree orem 
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He goes to reft without® fear of a ‘farting plank, fleeps in a. ‘decent. 
bed, and a‘dry fhirt, and, as he wakes in the morning, finds: his wife, 
fuie lings the’ youngeft of Ber ctifldreh, and the reft of his: boys and bis, 
girls romping in the barn yard. 

The farmers of America have more land at home than” they can bay 
tivaté ; and many of our merchants are ‘giving fix per cent per month’ 
for bank noted, Under thete circumftances, it is very injudicious 1 to, 
pay a large fum of tribute for the ‘carrying trade of the ‘Levant, 
That trade may be worth the ambition of England, or Holland ; 
but the peculiar fituation of America makes it to her fuperfluous.. 
The Algerine tribute is juft fo much money utterly caft away ; be- 
caufe the capital employed upon that branch of the carrying: trade! 
which it prote@s, could be* mutch ‘better capone | at home “upol. 
bridges, ‘canals, andhighroads.- 

I*have thus attempted’“to “form’-an “eftimate of the fa uf the, 
Mediterranean trade: The REX point in order: 1s to afcertain. the. 
amount of the Algerine ‘tribute, that.a judgement may be formed of. 
the wifdom and cconomy of the whole tr anfadtion, . 


~ 
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pte of m pigeon preity tense, Noe of Fobn Swanwick “, 
‘Additional tribute to Britain—Sequel of remar ‘ké on the answer to, 
tbe New- itd uudress. 
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THE att nant contains att account oF the rife and sale nl 
of our unfortunate acquaintance with the Algerines, with an eftia. 
mate of the value of the trade to the Mediterranean. ~ The DEX - 
point’ is at what price Mr. Wafhington purchated - ‘the. fors, ; 
bearance of thefé’ barbarians. A's to ‘fome: part of the money, da 
poffefs not materials for fpeaking’ with minute precifion. upon the 
mafinet in‘which it was expended. “But.the pr incipal circumftances 
are ‘known ‘with perfect exabinefs and enough can, be told. for then... 
fatisfa@ion of reafonable cuiriohity. The faéts {hall’ be arranged. aS, 
diftingtly as poffible. T hey deferve the utmoft: attention, _ ; 

Jofeph ‘Donaldfon was’ employed, as fub-agent under Mr. Him, 
phries, to negociate with the Regency ‘of Algiers. He fet fail upom 
that bufinefs, without the’Knowledge, and againft the expectation ob. 
Mr. Humphries.* Hence, from the very manner of his outfety blun- 
ders were to be expected. ~~ 
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_ The treaty with-Algiers was fubferibed by the Deys and by, Mim 
Donaldfon, upon September 5th, 1795. The Dey,, promifes to ob-,, 
ferve it, “ on confideration of the United States paying annually ~ 
‘tthe value of twelve thoufand fequins in maritime ftores,”? The 
deed fays nothing, refpeding: the rate at which the stores are to. be 
reckoned. No fchedule i is annexed, either of what, articles are to be; 
delivered to the Dey, or at, what price, they are to be eftimaced.,. 
Thus the. treaty looks on the firft blujhe 

But in. fad a fchedule was made,, although the federal, gover coment 
has, for very difgraceful reafons,, thought proper to fupprefs it. T he,’ 
fequel of the affair has been diligently. ditguifed in the acts.of Con~| 
grefs. A fequin is worth a dolar, and fomething more than, 
ninety-fix cents. Of courfe, twenty- -four thoufand dollars ¢an, 
purchafe maritime flores to the worth of twelve thoufand fequinss.: 
On May. 6th, 1796, ‘ twenty-four, thoufand dollars, pera ABTA are 
“ pledged and appropriated for the payment of the annuity.” But, 
it was immediately found that, by the eftimate ot prices fixed be~ 
tween Donaldfon and the Dey, the flores. were to, coft three times ag, 
much in Philadelphia, as they were to be counted. for | in “Algiers. 
For inftance, Donald{fon promifed to furnifh powder at half a dollar 
per pound. At that very time, powder, was fold in ‘Philadelphia tor: 
three. half dollars per pound. Thus, by ‘the grofs sexy hei of e. 
American envoy, the tribute was at once trebled.: 

Another inftance fhall. be given. of the jaltice gf this tat affersiert: 
The bargain for mafts was of the fame kind with that for . 
der., | Donaldfon eftimated them at three. hundred dollars: cachs), 
There is reafon to think that they could not be conveyed to Alvi riers. 
for a total coft of lefs than twelve or thirteen hundred dollars, Shige 

of them had been cut within a few miles of lake ‘Otlegoy in the flate 
of New-York. A perfon, who was concerned in the. bufinefs, faid, 
that they coft one hundred pounds per ftick for tran{portation frbin 
the place of theix. growth to the lake. From thence, they ;were to 
be floated down the Sufquehanna, which rifes, ‘from that body of. wa- 4 
ter. In May, 1797, a number of, thefe mafts had. ‘come,.as far. ag... 
’ Wright’s ferry, in Pennfylvania,. Several had ftuck 7 upon the. rocks... 
About Chriftmas, 1797, others had been fold at Wr right’ 5 ferry for. 
twenty dollars each, and were fawed down into planks. Judge Coop- . 
er had been the contractor for thefe malts ; and well it. was for him, 
that he had voted in Congrefs for Jay’streaty. He got one or two . 
fticks tran{ported by land to Philadelphia. He offered. to the per- 
fon who toek them down eighty dotlars for the carsiage.* In an~ , 
fwer,. he was told that twice that fum would be neceflary. ‘The 
wiafts were, themfelves, a beautiful {pecimen of the vegetation of an. 
American foreft. They were ninety or an hundigd, feet longs, and: 
ment: &B ! ae We ce 
NOTE. _ 

* In making a note of what was faid, I forgot to Ceci whe- 
ther this fum was the whole freight, or whether it was the price of 
gach maft. I am tolerably fure that it was s the lattere oo ale @ 
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Fram three to = feet i in ees without one av in’ the whole ? 
piece. . nitty! 
Before. the Senate and Preddens bet ratified sity treaty, with: the: 
i¢hedule’ annexed, they, fhould have read over the fchedule with ftri@ 
attention)» edt they. did not know the price of gunpowder, one of | 
their own, clerks or. door keepers could have told them that fecret, 
"lhis is the, inconcérvable. negligence, or fomething worle, with © 
which: public butinels has hitherto been condiéed by the federal, 
majority. An, amehdment was entirely within the power of the” 
Setlates Humphreys,in the codicil, relerves the final ra foanie to. 
then aud the Piefideaty oi’ os HOE ¢ 

But nothing of this nature is to be expected fram tlie greater part of: 
she. Senate. Aimeniber of that affembly once aflured me, that as to the 
majority,of the Senate, there was not,in his opinion, a more corrupted: 
body of men uponearto J Ve daid that he had beard much of theirde-': 
ptavity before hé went among them ; but that what he daily faw with. * 
his own eyes, did farexceed. what» had been reported to him, or in~ 
deed whatever he had believed to be potlible. ’ I have réceived obs 
fervations to the fame purpole, although not in the-very fame words, * 
from other members of that iHuftrious body. . And before proceed. 

ing with ‘the Algerine. tribute, 4 {hall juit mention two anecdotes: of” 
the Senate of Congrets. Qf tn 

After the clofe of the weftern ae ie ditlO Hy weapyale Mas on 1 propo: 
fed, i inthe Sehate, that an account of. the expences fhouid be given 
in, from; the eebiaeys This motion was agreeable to an exprets”’, 


claufé of the conftitution. It met with warm refiftance. Atlaftit': 


was carried ; but in’ March 1799, the accompt had not been produ-" 
sed ; _and in-all probability, it never will be fo, An interval of 
more than three’ years had’ elapfed from the date of: thé refulution to 
theirifing’ of the fifth Congrels, in March laft ; and not the fmalle* 
attention had -been paid to the demand. |The accompt had neither 
been: laid: before the Senate, nor had the. fecretary condefcended. to” 
tell them-when it would be ready. ‘Vhis' is an excellent wayto cone 
duct, public. bufinefs.’ » What would you think of a clerk. in your ' 
ftore, or an overieer a a peepHeny who refufes to i in his 
agcompts?) 0 > tte 
. Another daheasi Ravine’ may ferve to flies whut! the edhe 
i$}. Grenville: agreed. to infert in Jay’s treaty an article for the | 
protecion of American feamen from Britilh prefs-gangs.: Jay did’ 
not chute’ to’ write the: article. *-Fer ‘this grois breach of duty hig’? 
excellenty fhould have been fent: to the wheel barrow. Inftead of » 
_ that, he «was made ‘governor of New-York. When lie came from ° 
England, this ambaffador, with the moft furprifing compofure, pat ® 
upon the'table of the Sehate, the’ very lettér by which it appeared 
that this propofal had been adopted by. the Britifh minifter, a over~ © 
looked by Hamilton’s journeyman. Tf one drop of republican blood 
had warmed in the veins of the majority-of the Senate, if their hearts 
pad been acceflible to the common feelings‘of humanity, if their 
~ggullg had. been: eahwie fh geage or their faces: ve btgihing? aS 
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neter would fave ratifiedvaBritifh treaty of any fort without the * 
moft folemn ftipulations in favour of fifty thoufand of their brave,” 
ignorant, and: betrayed countrymen, who were ’thus given ‘up to 
flavery.’ ‘But when the Senate faw Grenville’s own letter lying bee ‘ 
fore them, when they read his own agreement to fuch-an article, their © 
fupinenefs, or treachery, muft aftonith thofe who are not acqitainted: | 
withthem. Oh! that nature would grant me for jufl ten nvinutes, the - 
genius-of Curran, or Henry, that 1 mightdefcribe, in its “proper and ~~ 
imiortal characters of deteftation, that blackeft of federal crimes, the © 
defertion of American feamen !*, Compared with this horrid connie: 
vance, the robbery of the old army was but a fea-bite. Ineturn’® . 
to theAlgerine tribute, 9 0°" Hae eer ER 
‘The confequence ‘of thefe monftrous blunders by Donaldfon wag * 
that the twenty-fourthoufand doHars per annum would not purchafe' © 
the ‘maritime ftores. Of courfe Congrefs found themfelves reduced * 
ta the ridiculous neceffity of pafling a fecond aQ of appropriation! © 
Tt was dated March 3d, 1797, and the fecond claute ts in‘thele> - 
words: “| And be it further enafted, that a further fum, ‘not ex- 
“ ceeding ninety-fix thonfand two hundred and. forty fix dollars,” 
“ and-fixty-three cents, be, and: the fame is hereby appropriated for * 
“c\difcharging. the two frst years annuity to the Dey and Regency: 
<< of Algiers, purfuant to treaty, in addition to the fum appropriated * 
‘6 foy that purpofe, by the a& of the 6th of May, 1796.” a 
‘Thus -forty-eight thoufand dollars are »paid with an hundred and" 
forty-four thousand 4:Can any ‘man deny this flatement ? Or does 
there exift a man who dares to defend fuch ‘an exorbitant wafte ot? 
money? An additional tribute of fifty thoufand'dollars a yearvhaw’ 
thus been faddied upon this: country for ever, by the imoapacity: of? 
Donaldfon, and the fcandalous negligence! of the fenates ot oom. 
“The worft part ofthe ftory:is yet to come. The firft claufe of the'! 
law juft quoted authorifes the prefident to applya fum not exceed=" 
< ing two) bundrediand eighty thousand, two bundred and fifty-nine™ 
& dollars, and three cents, to the expences which may have been? 
.ineurred in ‘any negociations with the Déy and. Regency of Algiers,’ 
4 beyond the fums heretofore appropriated.” “The vague ‘phrafe “of?” 
any negociations hath a fufpicious found, The law contains'not® 
ene other word of’explanation, fo that; for amy: thing which appears 
upon record, the money might have beeni voted for the ranfom off 
Mr. Wathington's dog, «It feems unaccountable that after’ having*”. 
paid the tribute for: the firft two years, exadly three times: overy:: 
we fhould, in another: fhape, have to’pay the fame tribute of: fortys? 
eight thoufand dollars about’ fix times ‘overs: ‘Yet fuch“was the? 
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_ The matter ‘was. fhortly: this.“Various delays: occurred on the-! 
part.of America. refpecting the-remittancezof money’to the Deys’ 


giand! t pyinitiisd Bo eon Nome eee ot J (dalis3g goad Bam 
h * Pickering’s recent: correfpondgnce: swith captain-Gilee affords: a: 
fine #luftration of the feelings of government. 
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He, began to geuinble, and. in! order’torappeale! him, the greate fi de. 
tneval\in the worldyyof dis:own:proper motion, built a frigate forthe 
dexryice: of: our Mahometan matters « Thus: was America reduced to 
vthe figuation of,a:refpited convict, who fpins ropes for the execution 
08 hus aflociatesé; ‘We are permitted to traffic in the Mediterranean, 
impo condition that, we: fhall furnif thefe“barbarians with’ the mate- 
rials fon, murders UEhus, the United States are! placed upow aiiex- 
vact Jevel,. withothofe : banditti,: Phevone: dances jc the ‘other: 
holds the: candle. Suéh: work.isithe very: confummation and defini- 
tion of political difgrace ; and yet we fometimes chatterabout the 
Megnigh of thisrcoun ty. 200 eooh ssi) wit tery sldedasnses vi sf 
. Lhe Grefcent frigate: had been: finifhed, or’ thereabouts; before tt 
Was thought worthvivhile: to:confult- Congrefs.2) ln the American 
Anniak Regilter for 1796, I took notice,:that it: avas'tlien! ‘upon* the 
tocksy and the law which affigned the money: to:pay ‘for ity was nét 
palled:for fix weeks after the publication'of thé book. It issimpof- 
fible to. invent @ more: palpable or dangerous breach of the comfith- 
‘tion than that here fpecifieds: By: that inftrumenty: of’ which the! pre- 
dident {wore to the’! obfervationy he iss exprefsly. “prohibited - from 
touching one farthing: of public: money, unlefs for purpofes pointed 
out before hand by, Congrefs. «Lo demonftrate the! guile both of 
Aimeand: them, at: is: only requifite: to ead) the ‘elaufe balk quoted. 
(Dhevery fractions in:the:.fum of the ‘appropriations for the treble 
tribute, and for the Crefcent, thew that the money had béen?expen- 
ided Ihefore: Congrefsi had -beén: confulted;:becaufe the 'lesi flature 
Wotld:not have: ftapt atthreeicents, untels-itmhad beenito meet foine 
particiilariaccompt, o'Féus cacts:of Congress bawée been réduced toan 
arrantdpuppet-shews And while thatcvirtadus’alfembly: ate thts 
th auto dnnihilation.the veryoheart. of the-féderaloconftitati - 
onj! while: ‘their: own: frat utes, with avoiveTouder than the daft 
clap sins as thunder ftdrmy%° prove -their/- mifmanagement,: they 
come forward in-the Mileof Nero-totell us‘that we thall’ now briny 
‘Chem sto contemprlss up 6 To wild od bas ish” & Bolw gone P 
How much of thefe twohtndred andieighty thowfand dollars went 
for the frigate I cannot! fpecify: Phe Aurora of March Soth; 1797, 
—has' a long: article upon “this tribute yo thes writer. favs? that “te 
Crefeent colt ‘ninety nine thotsand seven hundred and twenty seven dol. 
lars.’ Thereis afiredty fome- other way’ of telling that ftory, becanfe 
the’ frigate could ‘ot’ be completed’ for’fo fmalt' a fam. Whatever 
the-expence was, if congrefs-had’ done their’ duty, ‘they would’ have 
directed the’ prefident, and’ his‘agents, to‘pay ‘the whole fam, out of 
their-own pockets, becante “the “denrand for it fprume confeflédly 
from thew own blundérs. > ’Phe firft wrong flep-of the prefident, with 
regard to “the remittance’ ofthe’ tribute, was'aggravated by ever 
pofible circumftance of impropriety. In dire& breach of the ‘confti- 
tution, he involved the United States in the additional expence of 
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thai frigate, ‘without deigning)to confult! the legiflature of -histouds 
-try. If fuch proceedings are fuffered, it is Sevident: that ‘all-civif 
government muft fooimbe at an end. «I ani as: folicitous as any mait 
canbe to think well.of Mr. Wathington; to:believe, if poffible, that 
he. was mifled by the bad, people about him, sand that he ferved his 
_country with,zeal,).as far as his’ faculties, and «information, would 
carry him. ‘But wlhien a perfon prefumes to addredsa great ‘nation 
upon its public affairs, and, its moft ferious cohterns, he! mult not 
_fuffer the feelings or the fame of an individual; to ftand between hits 
.and truths BS isa NIPSLAL AM TAT bak @ WORT EE 33 ga fais 
—Jtis remarkable that this treaty does tiot fay: from. what date the 
-firkt year-of payment was, to commence, ‘nor.ati what periods ‘the, 
ftores were to be delivered.) But, computing from September Silt, 
1795, only four, years have,yet.clapfeds | The Dey: is dead; and itis 
faid that his fucceflor demands a new prefent. “his: muflbe: gran 
“ted, ‘and. it will woft/likely terminate in, an exaction of perhaps five 
hundred thotfand dollars. This is the: wayin. which tribute fs paid 
-by the; country, while money cofts from twenty to feventy-twWo per ~ 
cenit. per annum, payable monthlys Such is the frugality of che Kel 
‘deral government.: If Joel Barlow had been difpatched upon thisiaf- 
«fair, we fhould not:have heard foimuch of butiglings” But then Bars 
low. is ayrepublican, and almoft as bad a Chriftian: as ‘Paine! himfelf. 
.I¢.would -be terrible, indeed, if: the immactilate citizens of America 
-wéresto be reptefented in Barbary by fuch ‘abandoned ‘reprobates,7? 
ii By the fame prerogative of which Mr. Wathington )promifed lard 
-built-one, frigate. without legiflative fan@ion; he might’ asdawiully 
have ‘given away, twenty..The amount «would have been different; 
-but, in- both cafes, the principle muft, have been exactly sthe dames 
.This is the treaty-making. power, as explained ih Jay’s: tranfaction.. 
That claim, as'it mow operates, is. the tomb-ftone of American iree~ 
dom, the fign polt which points to the brothel of an eleétive butidelpo~ 
tic monarchy; for it, fignifies nothing to prattle about federal indepen» 
dence, when a prefident,y and two thirds of a quorum of the fenate,amay.- 
jump into your pocket exactly as far asthey pleafee © 6 4 
_- Befides the feventy-two thoufand dollars per, annum, and the twe 
hundred and eighty thoufand dollars of ‘penalty, the Dey has received - 
from the United States another, and avery confiderable difburfement, 
in confequence of Donaldfon’s treaty. .A,large fum of money was to 
be paid down to him, and it was the delay of. making this payment that 
‘produced the building of the -Crefcent... On, the face of the treaty 
‘there appears no mention, of fuch a.fuin. Government was una 
‘doubtedly afhamed of it; and did not .wifh the ftory to be flaring 
inthe ftatute book. This humble artifice has not been able to conceal 
the fa&. I thal now. give the particulars, as far as they 
GAM DE; ACCC cet iy maby faa latins: Sa adit erie 
On March 20th, 1794, .a law paffed authorifing the prefident te 
Dorrow’one million of dollars, at an intereft not exceeding five per 
cent. “ to be applied to fuch public purpofes as are authorized by 
‘6 Jaw.” Thebank of the United States is, by the fame ad, authas 
rifed to lend the money to the prefident,... > - Me 69 ee 


‘ q : 


LO sa AS i atid 


PROSPECT BEFORE ws. ee 


ae! This ad bears,!in its very firft blufh, the finals of hypottify. It 
~ 4s well known that no money. can. be borrowed at.five percent. and 
_ much lefs.anidhon of dollars, , But Congreis knew that they were 
going to do! fomething which was a little worse than ordinary; and 
this blind was held ont.with.a view to divert. the attention of their 
tonitituehts fromthe real fad, and to excite admiration, to be fure ; 
_/at their wonderful economy. Wiad ee dO meee! ye Bec 
_. The wording of this at is curious in another refpe@y in as much 
- fa5 it does not;tell what was going to be done with the calh.. . Lighe 
» bundred thonfand dollars of it-were to be employed in this, infernal 
» negociation with the dey of Algiers: VUhe other two hoidred thous 
.|dand, dollars. went for other expences of intercourfe with foreign na 
3 tions. On.Februcry sth, 1797, Mr. Wolcott gave a ftatementito 
> Congrefs ol, what was become of thefe two hundréd. thoufand dollars. 
This documenge fils eighteen pages It is extremely. mterefting 
eb tiwe.mutt, oat this time, dytend the eight hundred thoufand dellars, 
in their perilous pilgrimage from Philadelphia to Algidtsegisisiiw 
“ang¥¥ hat follows has been partly copied from the Aurora, of March 
Oth, 1797 ; apdsitwrnft be obfexved thas, aitheua’: governnfént has 
am, holt, of; writers in conftant employment, this narrative was nea 
ver contradifeds) Indeed the. priteimal features: of it are inconteRi- 
bey trey; and from the moft refpectable private information, I ant 
Tatishied: of the ftrict accuracy-of the whole circumflanges whith. are 
now. tobe rclated. “aad ii ie eh 
¢ Theis eight hutdred thoufand dollars weré to be borrowed from 
the-bank, which had not the hard money to itielt, But this compa- 
ny holds a great “mais of Rational flock, and agreed to lend it to, dos 
vernment at aren dniother words, the bank held the: bil of governs - 
mentitor (twenty fhillings.;.but this bid would-not. felkin the mar- 
ket for more than leventcen fhillings, or thereaboutss. ; Gevernmeént 
contented, however, to accept of it back again, as worth twenty {hil- 
lings; and. to ceive a fecomb obligation for the million of dollars. 
This aukward peaciice: of: taking, back its own bills» and then goike 
tomarket to feli them, isnot perhaps-quite intelligible to every reads 
ete Goyetiment havingimewgotchold of its own. bills, the object 
-was.toraueamnoney upon them. The bills might have been fold iit 
America, ibut fo great a quantity of them coming into the! inark=t 
At.onetimeawpuid have reduced the price of ftock, and feveral meme 
_ bers vof igoverniment are cleskholderss. The bis of government 
-werey thereforeiofenteto Londen; and fold theresat.a lower price than 
- what: they tvouldotiave fold: for im the United States. + 
Ra ee are a cant 
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is PROSPECT BEFORE us. 


Sir Prancis Baring, the banker in London, had, in the mean timey 
azreed to advance eel hundred and two horn. feven hundred 
and fifty-eight dollars, on account of this affair. In Noverhber, 1794, 
an attémpt was made to get the money from England. But a pro~ 
lamation had, about that time, been iffwed at Londae prohibiting 
_ the exportation of bullion. This made it inmpoflible to fend the remit= 
tance inthat fhape. After a lapfe of eight months, drafts were ob+ 
tained upon Leghorn, Hamburgh, and Lifbon. At this juncture, 
the French took Leghorn, but Buonaparte did not interrupt the 
tranfaction. By the courfe of exchange, however, thirty-fever 
thoufand feven hundred and fifty eight dollars were foft. T ‘he fim 
was thus reduced from feven hundred: and two thoufand and odd dol- 
lars, to fix hundred and fixty-five thoufand. ‘Phe Aurora fays that 
this laftfum, in its remittance to Algiers, was again reduced to fx 
hundred and-forty-two thoufand: five hundred dollars. 

We fhall now. add together thefe three fucceflive fums: of bot 
which thofe eight hundred thoufand dollars fuftained. 

Dols Kearse 
¥. The nations paper was fold in London, with a Cae 





lofs of 1'4)487 79 

2. By the difadvantage of exchange in the drafts tid 4) F 

| upon Leghorn, &c. _ SSE SSS SP 
3. Expence of conveyance to Algiers, “AD2I5 OO 014) t 

174,686 59 


But thereis another item of expence. Before’ the 
American public ftock was fold, Sir F. Baring 





had promifed-to fend to the continent 702,758 5K f 
The bape r fold for ont 1 685,682 2 
Difference, 17,186 29° 


It would be neceflary for the governmertt of Ame« 
rica to make up this Side pane to their agents 


a 


n London. Add this to the former lolles, 1745686 59 
Total lefs by the remittanse, ' i Hee ar 


Ecfides thefe one hundred she peach -two we dollars of dts 
rectotole, the eney wandered for more than twelve months upoty 
ts ways At hx percent. upon eight. hundred thoufand dollars, this 
nuerel: comes to forty-erght shenatane > » and we cannot offer lefs than 
elve thoufied to the bankers in London for their trouble, This 
nakes an additional wafte of fixty thoufand dollars. t 


ro] a ie ma 


Dols. €entse 





The forméf'fatement of Iofs was - 19F,872 838 
Taterclt ef the eight hundred theufand: dolfars for: | 
cae ycar, and [ubjoining for agency to Baring, 60,006 

, Total, 251.872 8% 
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_ Phe conclufion of the whole matter is this. Congrefs tranfmit- 
#ed to Algiers, six hundred and forty-two thousand, five hundred dol» 
tars, The additional expence of fending this money coft two hun- 
dred and fifty-thoufand dollars, or thereby. | This is the methiod ia 
which Congrefs borrows money at jive per cént !* 

lf Mr. Wathington had chofen to go into the market, and buy 
thefe eight hundred thouwfand dollars worth of ftock from the com- 
mon holders, a confiderable fum would have been faved to the pub- 
lic. For inftance, if ftock was at eighteen fhillings per pound, this 
made an odds of ome tenth part.’ At that rate, his nominal eight 
hundred thoufand dollars worth of it, could have been bought in for 
teven hundred and twenty thoufand dolJars of hard cafh, if he had 
‘been mafter of that much money. In this way Pitt has bought ia 
fome partof the national debt of England. But as the federal go- 
vernment could not take that method, it was neceflary to go to the 
bank of the United States, and there to borrow, not money, but 
depreciated payer. “This paper was fold ia England at the ruinous. 
difcount of one hundred and fourteen thoufand four hundred and 
twenty-feven dollars. Vhus government granted its obligation to 
the bank for eight hundred tUoufand doHars, and could be obliged 
‘by the bank to refund every farthing of the sum, while it received 
in return depreciated paper, which it was obliged to fell again for. 
Jefs than feven hundred thouland dollars.» The refult was, that the 
bank did in effet receive, upon the tranfaQion, a premium of about 
vone Hundred thousand dollars, more or lets. Vhe bank had only to go. 
anto the market, and buy at about feventeen fhillings and fix pence 
per pound, as much paper as Mr. Wafhington wanted, and for 
which he gave an obligation at par, that is, at its full nominal var 
due of twenty fhillings per pound, 

Ahis is a faithful counterpart of the fcandalous evafion employed 
with regard to the two Maryland loans for the féderal city.t- IfI 
have been able to make myfelf completely intelligible, the reader 
muft at once perceive, that the whole fpirit and defien of the ftatute 
has been broke through by a moft thameful juggle. No peculiar 
cenfure is here pointed at Mr. Wathington, or his adherents in Con- 
grefs. This plan ofborrowing the money was ungueftionably fra 
med before the law paft; and was moft likely forefeen by both par- 
ties. -Lfhe republicans in Congrefs have fince been filent refpedling 
it. Thus the matter has received their tacit approbation. The ho- 
neft and. untufpecting farmers of Virginia, the citizens, who do not 
wilh to make theirfonsexcifemen, or poftmafters, are requefted to give 
attention to this alarming connivance. Ifthe republicans, for exam- 
ple, had acted quite up to their duty, they fhould have made the hiftory 
this fhabby trick to reverberate through an hundred newfpapers. 


etree 
omaha NOTES. 
* The Aurora fays that the intereft of the money was rot to ex- 
veced six per cent. This muft be an error of the prefs, For Fol- 
well’s edition of the Statutes makes it five- ; 
¥ Supra, Chap, I. 
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Thus we have got a 2 rough outhne of the progrefs of the ‘Algering 





tribute. Wek | ens 
r} * : Dols. . Gentes ; 
The firfk. money granted wags on March 20th, vt ete are 
ae ; YON BOOSOGONe 
March Sd; 9 1 BBO,25S | Ba: 
1;080,259:2°3 
i * pens sch 2 td, 


Thus: it is proved by the ftatute book that this bufnefs has cof 
one million and. eiehty thousand dollars,—befides a: perpetual. 
annuity of at leat seventy-two thousand more, on the part of Amefi- 
ca.’ he whole. fcene prefents a matter piece of ignorance: and ab-. 
furdity, of prefimption and prodigality, that vefletts the utmoft rin 0! 
cicule and reproach wupon the federal adminifiration. “With or ¥ 
to the expenditure of public money, the faleft balis of general: opis 
nignis tofulpedt the. very worst which can possibly happens : Bar;s in,» 
three) cafes out of four, the conjecture will be jult.* | | . * 

The flatement 6 the Avrora mentions eighteen thoufaad. dollars,” F 
which Mr. Barlow had promifed to the Dey, to compenfate for de-~ it 
lays 3. and fifteen thoufand fix hundred and fo rty-four dollars, and 
Jorty-four cents, as the expences of Mr. idumphreys.>. The former, | 
of thefe articies is perhaps comprehended within the appropriations 
already fpecified. I conjecture that the other is that introduced by: 
My. Wolcott, j in hissreport to Congrefs, of February L5th,” L797, 
wherein he accounts for the two iaacdlhed thoufand and odd dollinds 
granted along’ with thofe eight hundszed thouland dollars’ for a 
giers. [he article ftands eis “ | 


- 


? 


re 


Dols. Cents. 


“ (795 Fuly h6. Tench Francis, on account of Caen ero 
the coft of the brigantine Sophia and cargo, | i ; 
and fundry arti¢les of merchandize purchated; y.s7 9d05 MH Pure 
by him, and David Humphreys, efq. on a 
mifiion te the Barbary ftates, 10,000” 

A fecond article is, for the balance of this expendi-. anaes elas 
ture, | wel RISPSIE hon 

OO i‘? 
Aa, o" oer "35 


This pafiage is here copied from the report fora Special parpate 

The dete enis to fhew the method ahd: itile of giving in to Congrefe © 
Peet iiadh eid 
NOTES. 

* There is notin hiftory a more unaccountable circumftance thay 
that fondnels for grofs. adulation, for the moft vulgar kindottdad= 
eating, which has burft forth Like a-peftilence all oven Americae © 
‘his makes it the more neceflary to {peak with plainnes ea 


rt 
bate oka: + oh a2 vf late ¥ 
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an accolint of the diBurfement of public monéy. ” It .is ‘probable’ 


that not four: members ever heard of this voyage until it had been 
pleted. Atk Mi,: ‘Gallatin, for inftance, iia was the object of 


makingvit, what were thefe articles of merchandife, and what Hecaitie 7 


of tien @ The only aniwer which He can makeis this, tat ff ifteen thou- 
an dollars bave been dispatched! At leaf there are two hundred. 
chai té one that this is the only explanation which he can give. 


Sonré “additional extra&s from this report well deferve: attentions - 


There are three differ rent charges, of eae thoufund dollars each, 


fon the ufe‘of the min iave abiosat Thefe are’ dated Janaary 15th, 
June SOthyand Au; Oa 29th, allin‘the year 1794. ‘Phe firit' ch arge 
only ‘fays, ‘* to be remitted to the commifiioners of ‘the United 


States ‘in Atmfie vd for the ufe of the minifters’ abroad!# © “The 


feoond ‘i is, S toe be applied towards difeharyine any ex Sete which 
“ may be incurred in'relation to the i ibereeneis between the Uni- 


« ted. States and foreign nations, agreeably to'law.’’) “Lhe third. is,’ 


*¢ for the fame. purpote: sas are expreiled in the preceding Warrant,” 


‘The! particular application of the money has not been [pecthed"'On | 
thé fame page, we find appropriations we Mel PS. Monroe, hort,: 


pkipwith and colonel Plumphreys. 

An article of extol Aath, ee ‘flates ten thousand dollars, 

‘ for defraying M Adam s expences ona mifhionto England.” Tt 
is almoft incredible what enormous ine of money this youn’ man 
hasy at one time or other, fucked from the treafury. The vo- 
Parigas diligénce’ of his re verifies ‘the “remark that dunger 
bites bard.’ John*Quincy Adanis bas! fince had ‘three ‘fueccflive 
outfits of nine tooksund dollars each,’ as cos to” Hiolfand, 
to England, and-to Praffia, betides his’ falary of nine thouland dots 
lars per annum. All this together comes to a mart oe 





iis | Dollars. 
Ewiduhes of mafic to Beend, ively s an “10.060 
Three other outfits, at nine thoufand dollars each, 27,000. 
Dalary—irom' January ft, 1796, to January ft, | 
~- 1800, being four years. ‘This item is uncertain. ! 
“.Butiwe hail take the two firft years at four thou- i 
| fand five hundred dollars each, and the two laft 
_ ~ at nine thoufand dellars each. This make in 
- whole, for the four years, 27.000 
sTotal to the prefident’s fon, | 64,000 » 
see gS ee 2S aa 
7 ' PERRI. ro pres th A 


ahe multiplied corruptions of the federal government. As a fample 

of modern tafle, obferve what follows + oY 
During the reign of Mr. Walhington, Dr. Walter Jones was canyafs 

fing fortid fédt in Con 1grefs, in fiat aflame of found. information; the 


Northern Neck. A letter was produced £ from the doctor, Pee 


he*mentioned the prefident not as general, but only with a plain 
Mester: Washington’ f ~By this Bee De ens lott * num. 
her of votes. 
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It is pofiible that there may be an overcharge of perhaps an outfit-of »” 


nine thoufand dollars. Documents are not at band to afcertam the 

exact amount of this catalogue of pillage. ‘To cut, fhort all objec- 

tions, therefore, the fuppofed fum fhal! be retried to fifty thousand 

dollars, which, as 1 have the beft reafon to believe, is far below the - 
fai. his makes twelve thoufand five hundred dollars per annume. 

The foldicr, who got a fhot through his lungs at. Saratoga, when 

MASTER Quincy was in his. pramer, has, upon his peticion, the polis 

bility of feven dollars and an half, ce 

' The fame report contains a number of other large difburfements,, 
wnder this general phrafe, for the use of the ministers abroad. ‘Lhis 

is all which Congreis knows refpecting the matter, And the clofing 

word ABROAD is the fole evidence for thinking that this money was 

not for the use ofibe ministers AT HOME. This affair of foreign 

intercourfe confumes immenfe fums of money. For :nftance, advan- 

cing to page 10th of this report, there is an article dated January 


iy 


, 


4 


$d, 1795, in thefe words; “ for defraying the extra expencesof the » 


*¢ diplomatic department ¢wenty theusand dollars,” On Match, 7th, © 


1795, we find, under the fame head, five thousand five hundred and 
tinety-five dollars ; and on July 7th, thereafter, ten thousand dollars. 
gore. Such a mafs of extra charges, has, to thecommon eye, fomes 
‘what of 2 doubtful appearance, if Mr. Woicott is afxed what has 
become of the money, he anfwers that he knows nothing about it, 
Yn the introduction to his report, the fecretary ‘¢ conceives it to be 
* his duty, to tate, that neither the accompis of the foreign minis 
“ ters, bankers, and agents of the United States, nor the records of 
© the department of state, contain ANY. EXPLANATION im respect ta. 
“© g considerable sum of the said monies. Mealureg for a fettlement 
#6 have been adopted,” : 


Unqueftionably fo ; and onr great, grandfons will fhed their teeth 


before the termination of the tale. Mrv Wolcott could not have ~ 


Spoke more frankly ; nor was it poflible for him to have devifed a 
sore flovenly and fufpicious explanation. To caft particular blame 
upon this gentleman. is remote from the prefent purpofe.* This re- 
port forms but a drop in the Atlantic of federal prodigality, Such has 
been the government of your own choice ; and acharming choice it is! 

‘There is one article of May 7th, 1795, in thefe words: “ for 
6° providing complimentary prefents to be made feyeral foreign mi- 
s6 nifters who have taken leave, two thousand six bundred and seven 


“ dollars.” This fum is trifing; but the principle is not in the | 


conftitution. Before providing prefents, government fhould pay ite 
gebts ; and make juitice keep pace with generolity. 


ormnettth: H'6 Eee 
NOTE. f 


* We fhall in due time fee that, on an important occafion, this * 


gentleman difcovered a much ftronger averfion to fwindling than © 


ahe majority of the laft Houfe of Reprefentatives... We fhall fee hig 
politive declaration, that they behaved like fharpers ; and this der’ 
~Glaration 1 recorded in ¢heir own journals ? woIOy har 


: 
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oWivetataas 1 1 conjure your attention to a fingle, an incontér 
Hie, al ail all-important” fact! You have feena {pecimen of the: 
manner in which the federal adiminiftration accounts for public mb- 
‘ney. Thoafands, and: twenties of thoutands ‘of dollars are gone, 
God knows where ! The fecretary of the treafiry cannot tell. Bue 
he. fays that he has adopted i neasures for dilcovering what has Des 
‘come of them. A 
Having, upow facl teftitrony, prepared your minds for aftonifh~ 
“ meént, permit mes citizens, to tate the fact to which -I refér.- “Phe 
fact then, is that, for millions of dollars, we have ult {uch an ex~ 
‘planation as that prefentedist the above reporte The officers of go~ 
syernmeént! entrench'‘uponm ‘thd pubhe révenue jul as they pleate. 
© Pheir accompts are, for the moft part, buried tn fuch indefinite terns, 
-#n fauch libraries of paper, im fich irregularity and perplexity, that the 
Saale kaa acutenefs of Mr. Gallatin hinvfelttcannot decypher ote 
hundredth part of thenr.. ‘Fhis géntheman has indeed fer an’ alatih- 
cme and finguler example of attention to his duty. But after alhe 
“mail be contented with pecxing ipo the ‘furface’ of the Hine 
~‘He cannot bore it throughs’ For the faithful expenditure of miillie 
Sonsof the ‘public ‘iteney, thet can’ be’ prodused: bive one pledge, and 
‘that 'isy the a probity of the deliverers of Jonathan Robbins, 
“warfhallel, as they have ‘been, by the “infpeQor general of the ftant~ 
-éit atiny)by the bungling” fata of Maria’s cor relpondence, ey the 
OT adutigner ana apohogit of perjury te 
‘Front what has-been faid you- crfatk not- infer that ae mark” of dit. 
relpect is here pointed at. the ferviees,- or ‘the worth, of Mr. 
Gallatin’ “Lhis gentleman: has only failed oP" ‘atchieving What ite 
“Was! ‘beyond the compats | of Haman abilities: to pertor "Me He neither’ 
“hadyaiocr was it pofirble thitt-he could obtain muaserials for the execu 
tonc6f his arduous tatk, for an bonest explanation of the disburse- 
Verents of the treasuryy: "Plas, for caren wel have been told thac 
thevemency of -Adoierd received, iw hard calh, the fam of ix bendréd 
and forty-two thoufand five hundred dollars. But where is: the tet 
stiinony that they” récéived this nroney, “or that it was ever fo much 
asi promifed ? Phe fkatate: ‘book, the reetter: of natiénal treaties, ty 
“filemeapon the ean For'the- pro: APRY, de would feem that ac 
Pole teltiniony mtht be that!of Mir. ‘Pon raldtony Nobody can tel’ bur 
whatthe two bundred: and eighty ¢ houfaad dollars tay have been ‘a 
part of the fix hundred > ‘and ‘forty-twor thowlaad. AW darknets 
‘ana éonfifion, “Yet it-has been @ifin@ily’pr rove that’ the adimini. 
oftration fele fRaite for its Sosdudyland made forme contemptible ef 
forts to concen! what it was doing. ‘his proves: that there is 'reedy 
von’ the’ prrt of thé people, forthe hon Ungwalifed fufpicion J 
* Here follows a fhort anécdote of Mefirse Elavper and? Gallatin’ 
~ On March 2'6t th,’ 1°98,’ the Efoufe of Repreieutatives went apére 
the fibte& of mibtary appropriations. The {ee wetary of war lad ef~ 
Haat the poet for the foldiers at twenty-five cepts each. | Mr. 
Gallatin obfery ed, that,.in 179%, they cof only ‘fifteen’ cents, ‘and ite 
“E797, hal been railed’ to eventy's that fince 12 itvear, provifions 
“had yother fallem in the-price, and that of courley this addition to- this: 
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charge was wrong... Mr.. Harper. epusiet depart thatrthis aupmertnccl 
» Was, propofed upon account . of - Indians, who frequently vnrhtedd ithe 
_amilitary pofts. Mr. Gallatin: replied, ict if rations were wanted for 
Indians, the bill thould fay fo, and not charge this expente tothe 
ring. een of the armys...The five cents were rejecieds Tu this affair 
_government behaved juft like a pedisr, whe feeks.five fhillings a yard 
for linen, but when that is refuted, accepts of four. -"Ehe- point 
_awas.to get, by dome. pretence. .or Giheen ‘as. much money as pofiible - 
oftom the pockets of the peoples. It Gallatin. had propoted to rake 
the pricejof .rations ta fifty or -an hundred. cents, ‘he offer ; would 
_ have been recerved with, JOR The. defeat.of, this pitiful trick was. 
facceeded by, that; of, anothers: ‘The fecretary. at. .war: had, pre* 
. ofed. three additional, agents, for, trantacting., bulinels. swith. the 
Te ca at falaries of a “thousand. Riis: COCR np Nobody . could 
tell. .what . was,, to; be she, ule, of . thele . vagents 3; and. the piss 
" pofal w.as rejected, by,. thirty: -four, votes) ‘agalne twenty-n ines, With 
- do ;many, fnug jobs to, difpote ol, it is 20, WOnGERy shat adminiftration 
_ has a majority, thong oh, but a very fmall Ones) in. ‘tlie Honfe of Repres 
_ fentatives. ‘Mr, Harper next propofed an, additional item. of an hith.s 
i dred thoufand rations.for Indians, ,at twenty, cents each 5/28 if the 
“country was not already, at, an extravagant expence, gn. aecount! ‘of 
wthefe peoples, It would have been impoflible, ever to trace the did 
epofal of this. fume .. Lhe, Houle, ina ft of integrity, rejected. the-mos 
tion by ‘twenty-eight votes, againft twenty-levens, ‘Lhete, anecdotes 
“dilgover i in what way the fervants of: the} pablig would pluck. aad. plune 
der sad left entirely .to. themfelves. 

s as Bomochihe fill remains to be faid rdieatanene Alserine vale. 
roe Iti is -wvell known that the French repubhe would gladly, have‘inters 
fered, with the Dey, on. the part of the United: ‘States, on the fmallent 
hint from Mr. Wathington., Of courfe, the treaty,, fachiasat i iisy 
~might have. been, obtained. for. perhaps. a‘ tenth part of ,the money 
cwhich it. has actually coft. : ees baneful.  pennecfenall inerits tee 
“ warmeft reprobation. Ural sad aia hs at enti tore ee 

The writer inthe. Aurora Monies ee aepotts ofthis, county: +0 
the Mediterranean. at fifteen hundred thoufand dollars‘aiyeaterc The 
exports so Italy forthe year. ending on, September 30th, - 1796 y.came 
“to, eleven hundred thoufand | dollars, But there was, for that year, 
_ the, greateft amount of exports which. this country has:ever feene 
This amounts, therefore, is, not.a proper, cmtenone he, experts to 
_Moracco are not fpecified 1 in the printed tables of 17964, But, as for- 
“nerly notited, the, -medium cannot, iE rated Righens than Ave or Liss 
sbundred. thoufand, dollars. na ey! “ Ot boy 
When, formerly |, flating, the Sat: of ‘thes ‘A edieaG@aapats trade, 
there was) one cireumftance of which 1. did not take -notice,..2This 
was the privilege, obtaingd of yilitre, in fafety, the French jand:Spa- 
-mfh.ponts upoa that fer... The prodi; rigUs, a! usmentation. of thé Aawe~ 
yican exports, previous te the. poflefizon | of, this privilege, afcectains 
that it was but of fmall importance. ©; eee? 
ea dn-the debates af. January, 1794 Mr. Jeremiah Ww bat eer the Ope 
-pofed Mr. Sfadifon’s srefolutionse . One af h hig reafons, was, that, the > 
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favoured the augmentation of American fhipping, and that this country 
had already too much property upon the water. ‘This was a very uncom- 
mon ground of objeQion, and undoubtedly the beft that could have been 
chofen. For fear. of miftakirg his meaning, I rifked the freedom of 
taking Mr. Wad{worth afide, and afking if I had underftood him coré 
recily. He gave, at fome length, his reafons for this opinion, Mr. 
Wad{worth is the beft informed and moft refpeGable man that Connec- 
ticut evér fent to congrefs. , His fentiments on this head muft, of courle, 
have the createft weight... In 1793, the exports came only to twenty 
fix millions of dollars; and Mr. Wadfworth believed that even then, 
we had too much property upon the water. Since that time the exports 
have been more than doubled. , In 1795, they amounted to forty-eight 
millions: . Thofe of i796, came to fixty-feven millions... Mr. Wadf- 
worth undoubtedly confiders the Algerine fubfidy as an abfolute bubble, 
and that, excepting the ranfom of the. captives, it would have been 
much better to keep the money tootrfelvess ,  .. - | 
.. Phefe remarks upon. the Algerine, bufinefs have run to-an unexd 
pected length. But they are of the utmoft importance. They place the 
Walthington cabinet in its proper point of view; and they afcertain the 
abfurdity of Mr. Adams in briftling up at fuch.a rate tefpeCting the 
French tribute. ,.. The miftake that produced the two hundred and eighty. 
thoufand additional dollars has been afcribed to Mr. Thomas Willing, 
and to Sir Francis Baring. The latter is a merchant in London. He 
failed, it is faid, in his engagement for advancing the whole, or fome 
proportidn of the tribute, at the time agreed for. .This gentleman has 
conterred upon America fome other obligations of the fame naturé. He 
was active in the ruin of that inflexible republican, Mr. John Swan- 
wick.. The houfe of Baring and company were Mr. Swanwick’s prins 
cipal correfpondents in London. At the period when French and Bri- 
tith depredations, began to embarrafs his affairs, they were indebted to 
him, fora confiderable time, in twenty-five thoufand pounds fterling. 
A ftatement to that effe4 was made out and prefented to the company 
by Mr. Fofter of Philadelphia, who was then in London, and who aed 
for Mr. Swanwick. The houfe did not deny the accuracy of the 
account. -Yet, at that very juncture, they fuffered Mr. Swan- 
wick’s bills, drawn upon them, to return protefteds The refult wag - 
that Mr. Swanwick had to pay them here, with heavy damages, 
and this at a time when five per cent per month was the common 
rate of borrowing money. Mr. Swanwick read to mé a copy of the ori-« 
ginal {tatement, as drawn out and prefented in London by Mr. Fofter, 
along with the correfpondence conneéed with it. Such treatment, and 
the general hiftory of Mr. Swanwick, demonftrate the precarious naturé 
of foreign trade, and the rafhnefs of plunging into war in defence of it, 
or into the payment of foreign tribute for the fake of extending it. Mr. 
Swanwick poffeffed eminent mercantile talents. He long enjoyed the 
{miles of fortune. The difaftrous termination of his efforts may ferve 
as an ufeful admonition to others, who, without his induftry, his cecc- 
nomy, his iuperiority both of abilities and refources, rufh into the falla~ 
cious whirlpool of credit. ‘The latter feenes of his life prefent a 
fhocking evidence of the ferocity of the Britith faction. In the fall of 
1797, wnen Mr. Swanwick was languishing in ficknefs, they endeavors 
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ed, at the manifeft hazard of his life, to fend him to nee It could not 
Hi alledged that he wanted to fly, or that he had committed any 
depree of fraud, or concealment. ‘Ihe attempt amounted, theretore, 
to a conipiracy tor legal affaifination.. Amidit the general vee tion, as 
he called it, I went in fearch of fecurities for his appearance. Proper bail 
was obtained, and, in {pite of the paper-jobbers, Mr. Swanwick dice 
in his own bed. 

Krom the hiftery of the Alrerine tribute it follows, that Mr. Adams 
had no reafon to be fo angry, even if the French really did afk for a pres 
Yent of money 5 becaute we are in the habit of allenting to iuch bh demands. 
It is untrue, however, that the French ever did fo. “ihis will be proved, 
when we come to difle& the defpicable difpatches from an embaisy 
which coftfixty, or perhaps an hundred thouland dollars.* Our politi- 
cians bawl out: ‘ millions for defence, but not a cent for tribute.’ Mir. 
Adams adopts the fame ftile.. In the fall of 1798, when general Smith 
and Mr. Winchefter ‘contefted, at. Baltimore, for a feat in congrets, 
there tranfpired a flrange. tact. General Smith had been dining with 
the'pr refident, and, ina jocular vein, gave it.as his opinion that perhaps 
Mr. Adams had better have complied ‘with the reguilitions of the direc- 
tory. ‘The prefident antwered that no true American would ever agree 
to fuch a propolal; and that he himfelf ** would rather fight the French 
“ for twenty years than give them a shilling.” ‘This fentiment was 
trinmp hantly publifhed by the Winchefier party, as a proot of the wii- 
dom and firmnefs of the prefident. A more abiurd expreffion has never 
efcaped from the lips of man. By his own account, Mr. Adams would 

rather fee the continent in a blaze of flames, anda deluge of blood, than 
give a fingle fhilling againlt his will. Lhe federal party, comprehending 
fome knaves, anda great number of honeft fools, were tranfported with 
the magnanimity of this refolution. Only think of fuch madnefs, and 
then reed the public, if you can. 

On the fcore of tribute, no delicate feelings remain to be violated. 
Befides Indians, and Algerines, America pays, at this hour, a heavy 
tribute to England. On January rsth, 1798, an a& pat aligning 
fifty-two thoufand dollars for the difcharge of awards under Jay’s trea- 
ty} ‘in favor of Britifh fubje@s, whofe property has been captured with- 

eb + Gsteome : 

NOTES. 
| * Each envoy would receive eighteen thousend. The vavages, peat 
of Pinckney, and thereafter of the others, must likewise be added. Three 
secretarys at least, must. be ‘charged for, at thirteen hundred and ffty 
dollars per bead; as also the expence of Clement Humpbries, who wad. 
just before been convicted for attempting to murder Bache. | ‘ 

+ As the claimant bas bis own way of making out these accounts, can, 
expect little opposition from bankrupts, and none frem people who are 
dead, a mass of overcharges bas been presented. One notable 
claim, presented to the commissioners, is for half a dollar, pretended te 
be due by the late Mr. Tazewell. While this treaty was in discussion 
‘bcfore the senate, Rufus King said,to Mr. Butler of South-Carolina, these 
‘wery words: “DAMN THE TREATY. J bate it as much oeaeg due But 
% you know the footiag upon which Mr. Jay and nyself sian 3 and nip 
aR ee i for bim obliges me to support it.”” 
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® in the iuriflidion of the United States, or by veffels armed, or fitter 
out therein.’ On March roth, 1798, three hundred thoufand dol- 
lars were voted for the payment of debts faid to be due-by Americans to 
Enelith merchants. At the fame time, England in form confents, but 
in faét refufes, to vay for her piracies on American commerce. This 
ig tribute witha vengeance. The United States are alto ees ta 
ohn Quincy Adams. for the two firft years of his nullity at Berlin. In 
fact, he can have nothing todo, ‘TI he trade with Pruffia is fo abfolute- 
ly falienifeant that it forms not fo much as a feparate.article in, the ef. 
{iiwaes annually printed. 

Thefe remarks on the anfwer of Mr. Adams to the Jerfey mi ‘litia have 
extended to a confiderable bulk. In contradiction to what he aifirms, 
it is eftablifhed that the prefent government, both in its origin and pro- 
Bret has been, in every fhape and fenfe, the government ofa party 
and of aparty that is, in many refpedts, very worthlefs.* In oppofition, 
tothe merit affumed by the prefident, as a promoter of domeitic peace, 
it is eftablifhed that his meafures multiply domeftic difcord; and that the, 
fcandalous newfpapers printed under his influence are fo many trumpets: 
founding the. charge to civil war. In addition to his inflammatory al- 
perfions, regarding French tribute, it is proved that the United States 
are tributary to the Indians, to the Algerines, and the Englifh. The 
anfwer of Mr. Adams has other wild paffages, befides thofe already cit- 
ed. Inone place, he makes an allufion, to his projected ftrait jacket 
alliance with England againft France.t But a farther inveftigation of 
his anfwer would, perhaps, be tedious. 

Howell, Governor of ferfey, printed an anfwer to. this far- 
famed addrefs from the four companies of militia. His piece provoked 
a reply of politene!s equal to his own. The writer compliments him as 
the prince of blackgugrds. Wowell had, fometime before, figned an 
addrefs to Mr. Adams. This antagonift affirms that he annexed the 
names of officers who never heard oe he production, till they faw it in 
ee Howell, in his addrets, reprefented the whole citizens of Jerfey 

faithful to the prefidential caufe, excepting a few deluded and degrad- 
ad Waites. He pledged himfelf, and his friends, as ready to convey 
thefe outcafts into the lines of the enemy, as foon as they fhould land. 
But lo! at the enfuing election for congrefs, thefe wretches compofed 
the majority. In the weftern expedition, his excellency.. commanded 
the rieht wing. For fome fhameful conduét, Hamilton fent-him a fevere 
reprimand, in confequence of which, he was treated in.a.manner not 
“ becoming bis rank.’t His late alacrity in addrefiing the. prefident 
did not obtain the object in view. He is not on the new lit of military 
promotions. 
eR <b Ss 
NOTES. 

* All such chservations must be understood as confined to the leaders, 
and their immediate agents. The body of the party can have no interesé. 
separate from their country ; and are only mistaken. , 

+. “If America and any other nation shouid have a common enemy, | 
“and shouid concert measures,” &c. The faction bave long panted few 
such a connection. 


t Findley, Goap. 18th. 
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CHAPTER Iv. 


#x)lanation of the necessity for a new census. Singular minutes of the 
i By : oO a 2 
bolied-door debates of the senate on Jay's treaty. History of the 
Maryland claim on the bank of fingland. Desertion of the demand 
for negroes carried off by the British. Piti’s confession of the jus- 
tice ofthat claim. Account of the statute for preventing the sale of 
western lands. zag ' 
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INSTEAD of making fo much needlefs noife, while in office, Mr. 
Adams onght to be as calm as he can be. We muft adinit that he ‘is 
prefident of the Union, but we cannot forget the way in which he 
became fo. In the mode of his election, every prineiple of reprefen- 

“tative government was trampled under foot. This affertion has already 
been explained.*,- .I proceed to farther evidences At the cenfus 
of 1791, the number of citizens. was under-rated. . In Leudoun 
county,. it is believed that the mufter fell fhort by fome_ thou- 
fands. In Weftmoreland, one family, comprehending eighty per~ 
fons, efcaped. notices’ On a moderate computation, Virginia loft 
fifty or fixty thoufand, in point of apparent numbers. The deficiency, 
in the whole fixteen ftates, could hardly come to lefs than two hundred 
and fifty thoufand perfons. .From that time downwards to Otober, 
1796, the period of the prefidential eletion, the population muft have 


MS 


ugmented to nearly five millions.¢ , The choice of electors refted on 
the old bafis. _Hence,.one million of people, one fifth part of the 
whole community, were joftled out of their right of election. ‘This 
was a fecond edition of the rotten borough parliaments of England. 
Now, it muft be confidered, ‘that the weight of this whole million 
almoft exclufively, would have refted on Jefierfon’s end of the balance, 
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and hence the fcale of Mr. Adams, like that of the fallen angel, muft 
of courfe have hicked the beam.t. This is proved by cafting a glance at 
It of fates upon each fide. Thofe of Mr. Adams had, in general, 
a {lationary population. Thofe which voted for Jefferfon compre= 
ded alnioft the whole of the unreprefented, the rotten borough, 
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ADAMS. : : JEFFERSON. 
New-Hampfhire ~ 6 Penntylvania 14 
Pennfylvania - t Maryland “ 4 
Vermont. .- - 4 Virginia - 20. 
Maryland 7 North-Carolina. 11 
Virginia - - I South-Carolina 8 
North-Carolina 2 I Georgia - 4 
Cornneitcut - 9 Kentucky == 4 
Rhede-Iland ~ 4 Tenneflee + 2 
Maffachufetts - 16 7 Rs — 
New-York - e: ~ 68 
Jerfey - - 7 nee 
Delaware - - 3 

ax 


In the Adamite lift, New-York and Vermont are the only fiates of 
which the population is materially augmenting; and in them, if the 
eleGtors had been chofen by diftridts, one half of the votes would have 
been for Mr. Jefferfon. Georgia and Lenneffee were entitled, by their 
population, tochnfe at leaft twice as many electors as Rhode-Ifland, 
and Delaware; iand yet the two latter gave one vote more than the for- 
‘mer. * Again Kentucky was, then, within about as populous as Con- 
ecu ‘The former had only four votes, while the latter had nine. 
Kentucky, at the very loweft, ought ‘to have had nine electors. After 
all the blunders on the Jefferfon fide, and all the artifices on that of the 
ftock-jobbers, this fingle act of juftice to Kentucky would have fecur- 
ed the eleCtion to Jefferfon. His fixty.eight would have arifen to 
feventy-three. - 

‘Virginia and North-Carolina ought, between them, to have had 
feven, or eight additional eleCors; aud South-Carolina, and Pennfyl- 
vania, about as many more.. Thefe eftimates do not pretend to. ftrid 
accuracy. But yet they are, at fartheft, within a fourth part of it. In 
fhort, it is fufficiently. afcertained that, if the election had been con- 
du&ed on the honeft ground of numbers prefcribed by the conflitu- 
tion, them the republican candidate muft have fucceeded by a majority: 
confifting of, at leaft, twenty votes. 

All this goes on the fuppofition that the election had been managed, 
in each ftate, precifely in the way in which it actually was conduGed. 
But the whole bufinefs lies open to a ftill more blafting objeQion, and: 
which affes both ; PARC: Ong bas Of the people were debari 0 Sree 
voting. 

It muft be remembered that, out oe the fixteen fates, only eight or 
cen bad a share in the election of Mr. Adams. Six* were trepanned 
out of their right of fuffraze by the audacious ufurpation of their legif- 
lative affemblies. A feventh ftate, Maffachufetts, followed a plan that 
teft much room for the interference of its legiflature. Hence, upon 
ftrict reprefentative principles, if the ele@tion of Mr. Jefferton hac been 

NOTE. 

* Or eights Vid. above, Chap. i« 
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carried, itwould have been a nullity. As for the point S fepality, the. 
denhitticn has a fhade of ambiguity, thouth but a flight one; and 
this eave roam for the fraudulent intrution of ‘affemblies in the cheice of 
electors. No cenfure can be caft on Mr. Adams, for the’artifices ufed 
by his friends, or for his acceptance of the prefidency. By the imper- 
fection of the conftitution, and | by the neglivénce of cong refs}-'dn ¢x- 
prefs mode 4f explaining a ne conftitution, “and of appointing electors, 
had not beén afcertained: by fratute; nor was the fmatlett way marked 
ont forthe detection of forged fuffraces. Tn alrhoft any country but Ame~" 
rica, the nation? | tranquility would have broke its neck, in fiumbling 
through fach unfathomable chafms. Vhat thefe pit-falls were left open 
is eq wally to the reproach of all parties in consrefs. Ifthe difappointed. 
party had deferved one half of the hard names Pa have fince been aca 
cumulated upon ERT, the promotion of Mr. Adams would have been 
recorded in dust and ashes. One efcane has been made; but it muft be 
the heimht of rafhneds to-hazard another. . In the feflion of Mays, 17975 
Dr. William Smith gave'in to the reprefentatives a refolution for alter- 
ing the mode of voting for prefident, and vice prefident, by diftinaly 
naming the candidates ‘defiened foreach office, He conceited that if 
this method had been puri fued in 1 796, Thomas’ Pinckney: would have 
been apres to the vice prefidencv, ‘the only circ umftarce that was. 
wanting to’complete the { folly, and catafrop phe, of that election. 

ite by the be Aun aele principles upon which the bufinets fet out, 
Mr. Jeffer fon muft have been prefident, if thele principles had been ob-. 
ferved. TY hey were broken down by dire fr ‘aud. “Hf the election had: 
been made by diftriés, he would, prebably, have loft feveral votes in, 
Pennfy Ivania, and South-Carolina. In Tee and New-York, # feems, 
from the late election for congreis, that he muft have hada nTAJORY 5, 
and in Vermont, either one or two votes out of the whole four. 

At the laft eleGion, at leafta million of people were juggled out éf 
their fuffrages; and unlefs a new centfus fhall/be taken before the next. 
ene, about two millions of perfons will be fhut out of all weight in the 
choice, There is an abfolute neceflity for a fecond cenfus, previous te, 
the next election for prefident, ar of the feventh congrefs. This truth: 
ought to be moft forcibly imprefled on the. mind of every man, who has" 
the fmalleft reeard for the principles of repiefentative government,’ for 
the indefeafible rights of the people, for the political “freedorh, or the’ 
domeftic peace of America. Certainly, two millions.of people will not, 
fubmit to be tcld that consrefs had not time to pafs a law for a new cen= 
fuss The confitution fays that a‘frefh enumeration fhall be taken’ 
** within every fubfequent term of ten years, in fuch manner as con=- 
“ grefs fhall, di rea.” The pretent adminiftration will ftrain® every? 
nerve to prt off this enumeretion as long as botible: Fer a candid cen- 
fus, and an equal reprefentation, will terminate the fupremacy of New- 
England, and the degradation of the fouthern ftates. ‘Of the additional 
two millions of citizens, elmceft the whole weight mut fall into the re-. 
publican feale. «A fhort review of the actual population will afcertain 

this intereftine circumftance 

The ftreneth of the hemes ariftocracv ts ‘principally lodved i in the 
four eaftern ftates. Of thefe New- Hamphhire is the only one that has. 
a chance for confiderable increafe, before the next enumeration. - The 
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Vermontefe have augmented much faiter than the people of New-Hamp- 
flare. At the next preiidential election, in the fall of 1800, they will pro- 
bat bly amount to two hundred thouland. . “Vhis mult entitle then: to eight 
eiectors tor prefident t initead o7 their preient iour, and to ix repreienta- 
tives incongreis, in place oi their, prelent two. ‘This is the ouly {tate 
m the union, per haps, ..4 s here the republicans will not gain to their own 
fide the total addition of cic Ctors, and of reprefentatives ; and whatever 
is the refuit, the Veri montefe will mR atluredly, fubmit HO: be repre- 
fented by tao members infiead of six. . his woulu be a peri t MocKEry 
of legiflation. |, . . 

New- York has,'within ‘the laft fix. veats, received an immenfe multi- 
tude of people trom ‘\New-England. .in 1800, that ftate will have fix 
hundred thoufand citizens, or thereby.» Iniead of twelve prefiacutial 
fuffraves, it fhould,:on that ground, have twenty, and, in congress, 
ezgbteen réprefeutatives in place or the,prei vent iene ‘Lhe election tor 
the iixth congreis, flews that tle majority of republicans is Steat, not 
withitanding tha.imfluence of thie pardoned. traitors iil the’ cit ty of News 
Yors, and of fome overgrown landholders) in the ftate. Atthe lait elecs 
tion, Mr. Jefierfon bat not one vote, horth of the Delaware. At the 
Next, a new cents, | and an eleGion by diftricis, muti give hun tw enty, 
or upwards. man Penntyivania, the aicendancy. of the republicans muily 
in any cale, be very confiderable. lt is, to. be hoped that at the next 
élection, the. votes, from Greene county will arrive in due THE 5 and 
that iouie new ftatute. will teach the Lancaftriam judges a fenie of decen= 
LY ere Outhe north of the Patowmac, we have lixewile Maryland, which 
js about equally divide: d: between the two parties... Fie adimireis of the 
fix per cent lyitem in that flate are requelted to attend to thetwo follow « 
ang anecdotes. They are ab once av thentic, and decilive. 

ot June, L7953, the fenate of congrels locked their doors to. debate on 
the ratincation of the Britifh treaty. In difcufiing the article forthe 
recovery of: Britifh debis,, Mr. Jack to n enguired..at Mi.-Potts of Marve 
jand, in what condition the claim of that fate upon England then food, 
patie es any fecurity: for, it. was expected. by.the paper on the table? 
Mr. Potis gave the following account. + Before the war, Maryland had 
lodged in the bank of England forty thoufand pounds ficrling.. In Jungs 
1795, that ium, with the intereit due upon it, ameunt ed to about one hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. Since the Pests), Maryland lencan agent to receive 
this money. “he lord chancellor had diredved, the, cafh to be paid-inte 
his owu office: and refufed.to refund it.. Hle-ordered that the attorney 
general fhould be made,a party to oppofe, on.behalf of the crown, the 
reftoration of thefe hundred -thoufand pounds. Mr. Potts faid that this 
had been done, and that, accordingly, the money remained unpaid. He 
dubjoined that Jay’s treaty made no provifiom for, the Tecovery of this 
fum. It fhould have been provided for in. the’ treaty of 17834. Mefirs 
Potts and Henry agreed to.ratify that of Jay,\without paving the fmal- 
left attention'to the intereft,.6f their conflituents... Mr. Iienry: had, for 
many days, been fick. .When the mote canie to, jbe taken, he was con- 
veyed to the f fenate chamber in a chair... He-fat.with pain. He could 
only j juit: vive his vote, and feal the difgrace of his’ country. The citi- 
zens of Maryland mutt view, in its proper light, this fhameful defertion 
eitheirconcerns. Thefe hundred (ucufsnd “pounds eding alforded the 
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beft matefials for an additional claufe. They deferved as welf a fpe~ 
cial meffage to England, as the twelith article. This omiffion fhews. 
how deeply George Wathington interefted himfelf in the welfare of Ma- 
ryland. . ‘Fhe affembly might, at this day, have been lending that mo- 
ney; at atintereft of feven and an half per cent, to the commiflioners for 
the federal city, with a premium of twenty-five per cent on the principal 
fum. , They might have cleared the channels ofthe’ Potowmac, and the 
Sufouchanna.. “They might have founded free fchools, formed high roads, 
ér cut/a canal from Newcaftle*to Frenchtowns;They-might have lent. 
this money to the flour, merchants of Philadelphia, or Baltimore, at 
feventy-two per cent, per annum, paid monthly; and the principal would 
have doubled itfelf in four hnndred days... All thefe glorious poflibili~ 
ties are nipped in the bud,. bythe utter contempt in which the fate of 
Maryland has been held by its two fenators, and by Mr. Wathingtons 

This final furrender of the hundred thoufand pounds fterling, is not 
the only reafon why Maryland’ fhould abhor, the general pohityrof the 
Wafhington faGiion. The treaty of 1783, provides that George Guelph 
“ fhall, without caufing any deftruction, or carrying away any negroes, . 
“ or other property of the American inhabitants, ~withdraw his armies,” 
&ce.- Buring the debate of the'teprefentatives on Jay’s treaty, there was 
much haggling about the meaning of this fipulations : Mrs Hilthouteé. 
attempted to prove that the Britith were left at liberty to take off every, 
black perfon, who was within their lines at'the date of figning the treatys, 
But this would reduce the ftipulation to mere jargon. «Either the claufe. 
had no meaning, or it meant that the negtoes were to be delivered up to. 
their mafters. ~ Hillhoufe fays that, by this article; the Britifh were only. 
prohibited from taking away negroes who might have been feized from 
the Americans, after the period, when preliminaries of peace were figns 
ed. But the fa& is that the treaty has not’a fingle’ fentence, for even’ 
a hint, of‘any fuch exception, or diftin@tion. The plain fignification of 
the words is, that no’negroes were to be sent out of the country after the 
news of peace arrived at New-York. On April 16th, 1796, Mr. Nicho+ 
las informed congrefs'that this claufe aboutthe negroes was inlerted'at 
the inffance of Mr. Laurens. His reafon was that unlefs this provifion 
fhould'be made, numbers of Americans would not be able to pay thé 
debts which they owed to Britifh'merchants. Bs nes i 

Mr. Nicholas quoted this anecdote from information that Mr. Adanis, 
gave to the fenate, when they difcnffed the acceptance of Jay’s bargain. 
Mr. Adams farther fubjoined that, when he was afterwards ambaffador 
at London, “ this confiruétion never was denied.’* But ‘to place the 
matter beyond all doubt, and to convince the tories of Maryland how, 
bafely their intereft was betrayed by the defertion of this point, I fhall 
here copy the fpeech of Mr. Adams, from the thé manufcript notes of a 
fenator, who heard him‘deliver it; but I begin with fome remarks: that. 
were previoufly made, arid by which he was induced to fpeak. ‘The fixth: 
article of the treaty was*hen under confiderations Mr. Tazewell had 
objected tothe ftipulation for payment of Britifh debts, unlefs accompa~ 
nied with compenfation for negroes. — ; | 
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| Mr. Strong anfwered that, after Britain had promifed 6 free the 
Megro2s, it would have been infamous-in her to give them backs. 
“ To make compentation,” faid he, ** would be acknowledging that fhe 
did not intend to deliver them. In whatever way contidered, our con- 
* fruction mult attach perfidy to the Britithé Therefore Mr. Strong 
** could not believe that they contidered this ftipulation as we dos. Vhey 
will adhere to this meaning, Mr. Jay having, in’ his report to cons 
grefs, fupported the American interpretation of this article, was par- 
ticulatly bourd to maintain this conftruétion. But it would have been 
“improper to have preffed it beyond a certain point, becaufe, whenever 
| he brought it forward to the view of the Britith miniftry, it was re- 
“ proacding them with perfidy.” nay . 

Theie arzuments are very lame. If the Britith freed flaves who did 
not belong to them; and whom théir own agreement forbade thet to 
carry off, they were as juftly bound to latisfy the Gtiginal mafters, as 
For an equal number of ftolen horfes, By Mr. Strong’s rule, a man may 
fet his neighbour’s horfe at liberty: In that cafe, the real proprietor 
muftnot infift on reftoration of the animal, or of pavment, for the lofs of 
him; becauie this would be to reproach the robber with perfidy. For 
the fame reafon, Mr. Jay ought not to have pressed, beyond a certain 
point, for the recovery of the value of American vellels and cargoes, for 
fear of wounding the delicacy of Englith Nerves. When Mri Strong 
was to utter fuch folly, he judged wifely in wanting to keep the doors. 
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Mr. Gunn fpoke next. He went as far beyond the mark as Mrs 
Strong fell fhort of its We contended. that this article extended 
to the negroes who had been previou fiy carried away by the Bri- 

wh, and fold in the Weft-Indies. The word shall debars this interpre 
tations Mr. Gunn called on Mr. Adams for an explanation. Odserve 
bis answer. This article was only underftood and intended by the 
*« negociators at Paris,: as extending to thofe hegrcees who were, at that 
* time, in pofleflion of the Britifh. Mr. Adams has. had frequent con- 
*¢ verfations with the Marquis of Caermarthen, with Myr.. Pitt, and other 
*¢ minifters of Britain; and they all admitted that, by this article, tLey 
“ avere bound to deliver up the negroes; and Mr. Pitt obferved that, -if 
other things could be accommodated, they muft contrive, in fome 
«way, to pay for them.” 3 a 

This explanation, from fuch a fuperior fource, extingtiifhes all donbt 
as to the true intention of the treaty. The intereft of Maryland, and of 
the other fouthern ftates, was notorioufly facrificed on the Britith altar. 
With one hand, Jay gives up the juft claims of a thotfand ruined fara 
mers upon England, for the recovery of their flavess » With the other. 
hand, he obliges the federal government to pay to Enelith merchants 
the debts which they claimed from thefe ruined farmers; and which are 
now eftimated at fifty or an hundred millions of dollars: It was natural 
for Rufus King todamn fucha treaty. For,. though a man may a& as he 
pleafes, yet he cannot th:nk as he pleates. His judgement, in {fpite of him- 
felf, will fometimes condemn his a¢tions; and this condemning judginenty 
this collifion of praGtice and theory, this invifible jury, impannelled in a 
man’s own breaft, is what we call conscience. Rufus Kine muft have 
been fenfible that the affembly of New-York did not fend him to ¢one 
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agrefs to fupport his friendfhip with Jay, but to a& for his country; and 
therefore, when he voted for the treaty, and damned it, the jury in his 
own kidneys damned him. 

Mr. Ellfworth did not pretend to vindicate Jay’s defertion. But he 
urged, asa mollitying circuinftance, that thofe ftates which: fuffered 
moft by the fois of flaves, were likewife to have the Britifh debts of their 
bankrupts difeharged by the whole unions his was but poor cenfclati- 
on. Put the cafe that a planter on the Patowmec had loft ten flaves, 
worth three thoufand dollars. In confequence, he goes to jail, ‘and his 
children to beggary. Wut then he inuit not complain, for an Englifh 
merchant, whom he never heard of, is to recover from the federal treafu- 
ry three thoufand dollars, that this foreigner claimed from a bankrupt in 
Georgia. ‘ 

Here is another fragment of thefe clangefiine debates on Jay’s capi- 
-tulation. Mr. Vining did not think that this matter of the negroes was 
very important. It weuld have been fortunate for America, tf all the 
negroes had run away {roi use Ee admitted that Jay had not, in this 
tranfaction, behaved confiftently with his former opinion. He con- 

emned the conceffion, but was willing to make fuch a facrifice. 

In 1783, Mr. Hamilton prefented to congrefs,a reiolution declaring 
chat this abfraction of negroes broke the treaty of peace. In fhort, both 
here, and in England, only one opinion exifted on that head, among all 
parties, until it became neceflary to vindicate Jay. ‘The value, or even 
the number of the negroes, that were {hipped off at New-York, has not 
beenafeertained. As foon as news of the peace arrived, thefe people 
went off in vaft numbers. Complaints of this infration were inftantly 
made to Carleton. He faid that he could not prevent their departure; 
but he delired that commiflioners might be fent to keep a regifter of their 
- pumbers. This was done, and, from their arrival, till the day when 
New-York was finally quitted, a lift of near three thoufand was made 
- out. On the laft day, that form was neglected. Muiltitudes had, al- 
fo, been fuffered to get off without the knowledge of the commiffi- 
-oners, befides thofe who failed before their appoitment.® Upon the 
- whole, it feems probable that ten thoufand might be carried away. Of 
thefe, a large proportion muft have been able bodied men. At this 
- time, one of the beft Virginian flaves, if a tradefman, can be fold for 
a thoufand dollars. Compute that, of thofe at New-York, five thoufand 
- ayere worth four hundred dollars each, and eflimate the remainder at 
half that fum. At the medium of three hundred dollars for each of the 
ten thoufand, the colleG@ed mafs was worth three millions of dollars. 
Suppofe that this capital ftock had yielded a compound intereft of ten per 
cént, a year. The fourteen years from Jan. ift, 1783, to Jan. 1ft, 1797, 
would havetwice doubled the amount of the original value. A clear profit 
of ten per cemt makes but a very moderate calculation. In 1797, there- 
fore, the ftock and produce of thefe flaves may juftly be conjectured as 
équal to twelve millions of dollars. ‘This would produce a quota of three 
dollars per head to every white perfon in the United States. It would 
defray the expence of forming two thoufand five hundred miles of fuch 

NOTE. hse 
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high roads, as that lately cut between Lancafter, | and. Philadelphia, 
By this improvement, the lives of many hundreds, or perhaps thoufands, 
of valuable hories would be annually preferved, along with a confider- 

able number of limbs, which are annually diflocated, or broken, by the 
overturning of ftage coaches. A clear profit of a million of dollars might 
be exacted, as the toll dues from fuch an adventure. Of this fis of 
twelve millions, an eighth part, or fifteen hundred thoufand doilars s, would 
perhaps fall to the fhare of Maryland, By the exportetion of thefe flaves, 
Maryland is prob rably poorer than it otherwile might have been, to the 
amount of fifteen hundred tho ufand dollars. 

Ag: ally fuppofe that the forty thouiand ppaide fterling lodged by Mas 
ryland j in the bank of England had been paid back on January ift, 1785; 
with, ten years of intereft, at five per cent. ‘The whole-would then have 
come to lixty thoufand inde fterling. From January rfi, 1735, to 

. January rfl, 1799, fourteen years ela apfe, and, at ten per cent of -com- 
pound inte sail, the fixty thoufand pounds would rile to two hundred and 
forty thoufand pounds fterling. Even this latter tum is, far below the 
actual lofs to Maryland; becaufe with a few rare CECA no perfon 
in America would emgage to fink a fum, for a fixed period of fourteen 
years, at fo fall an intereft as ten per cent. , Landis, upon the whole, 
fo cheap and plenty, and the augmentation of its value is fo very rapid, 
that a.monied man would commonly find it more advantageous to fecure 
his. capital in the purchafe of a farm. Thele particulars are mentioned 
merely to remind the reader of what he well “knows already, that the 
eftimate of ten per cent. ig not anexaggeration. Fifteen hundred thoufl, 
and dollars, or even two hundred and forty thoufand pounds fterling, is 
a fum of confiderable confequence. At this day, Marylandewould feel 
the advantage of two fuch additions to her wealth. Ifthe ten thoufand 
flaves of New- York, and the forty thoufand pounds in the bank of 
England, had belonged to Maffa ichufetts, or Conne@icut, Jay mutt 
either have fecured indemn ification, or his treaty would have gone to 

the bottom. But, with the exception of perhaps a few negrogs, the 
lofs in both cafes fell entirely upon the ee ftates. .. To fome Pees 
ple, this feature would rather augment than diminith the merits of the 
compact; for, ta check the wealth and population of this part of the 
union, has always been a favorite objet with the oriental ariftocracy. 
After fuch marked negle& from the federal government, a numerous 
body of the citizens of Maryland retain a violent affection for the pre- 
-fent fyftem. Some years fince Mr.» Henry was elected governor 
of that ftate. At an entertainment which followed, he {poke 
in refpectful terms of Mr. Jefferfon. A previous ditanvery of fuch 
fentiments would, moft likely, have prevented his eleGion. Mary~ 
land has a soritderable body _ of ae un Catholicks. Some time. 
azo, the Spanith ambaffador’s intended bride embraced that religion. 
For this crime, Robert Lifton’s gazette attacked her ina way that 
would have difzufted any body of people, e except our Own. 

Virginia was, by the laft cenfus, patiled, to nineteen reprefentativese 
At the diitance of ten years, in 1800, we cannot fuppofe them fewer 
thana million, with a right to twenty- -four reprefentatives. ‘The two. 
Carolinas ought, alfo, to receive a confiderable augmentation. But 
Georgia, Tenneffee, and Kentucky, would fuffer the moft extreme ine 
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aftice by the election of a new prefident, without an intervening cer- 
fis. Georgia, with only two’ reprefentatives, is about as popu: 
lous as New- Elampihire that fends four.. In 1860, Kentucky can 
fearcely have lefs than three: hundred and fifty theuf: aa inbabitants, 
, with but a {mall proportion of blacks. Yet tn place of ten or twelve 
votes, in the prclidential eleGion, fhe will have onl y four, unlefs the 
fyitem fhall be purified by a new enumeration. A fhert account of 
‘Tenneffce lately printed ae that, in 1775) the Holficn fettlement 
contained hardly two thoufand people. The reft of the fate was a wile 
dernefS. in 1795, Tenneffee had feventy-leven thoufand two hundred ° 
and {ixty-two mbabitants.: vF thefe, fixty-fix thoufand, fix hundred 
and feventy-fix were whites Ja con ieatienee of this enumeration, 
Pehneflce was permitted to fend two fenators and Gne repre Tentative to 
congreis. ay he amount of pe spulation fave Tenneflee a title to two re- 
prefentatives. But, the Sehits of r79% being eee for other ftates, 
it was thought improper to diflinguifh Tenediee by ad opting the num- 
bers of a later date. 


é 
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At this time, that territory muft contain at leaft two hundred theuf- 
aud people. The ¢onftitution fays that a new cenfus fhall be made with= 
An every fubleqe ient term of fen years. But when a ftate is doubling its. 
nunibers in five or hx years, that rule is unfit for the purpefe of equita- 
ble government. ‘This was clearly proved, by the dire@ tax of July: 
14th, £798: Rhode-Tfland has‘ not, at the utmoft, above two fifths 
oi the population of Tenneffee, ‘making the fair: allowatlee for the 
blacks at five, for three'citizens. Yet Rhode-Hland pavs thirty-feven 
thoufand five hundred dollars, while Tennefiee is only rated at eighteen’ 
thoufand eteht hundred. Inftead of this proportion, Rhode-Hiand. 
fhould pay but evrhteen. thoufand dollars, and ‘Tenneffee net lefs than 
forty-five thoufa nds: Again, Kentucky is rated for thirty-feven thouf- 
and, fix hundred and forty-three dollars, and New-} Hampthire, a flate by 
far lets populous and w alt] hy, at feventy-leven thoufand feven hundred 
and five dollars.» Delaware is taxed for thirty thoufand, four hundred: 
aud thirty dollars, and Vermont, with thrice its population, at’ only 
forty-fix theufand eight hundred and fixty-four dollars. Geergia, with 
three or four times more than the pop ulation of Del laware, and an hun- 
dred and fifty times more of real wealth and refeurces, flands only for 
thirty-eight thoufand cight hundred and fourteen dollars. The people 
of New- r ngland pay dearly for the dftin@tion that they enjoy of fend- 
ing a difproport rine te number of reprefentatives to congrefs. tie the 
fouthern fates had been fairly reprefen ted, Mr. Jeflerton yea rer 
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been chofen prefident,* and all this buftle and expence, with armies, 
‘and navies, with French wars, anil dire taxes, would never have been 
heard of. In every point of view, the general intereft of the union, and 
the welfare of each particular fate, jointly call for a new enumeration of 
the peopleyand for an equal reprefentation of every ftate. The original 
and honeft principles of the federal conftitution, the pralical experi- 
ence, and exifting circumfances of the country, all, and equally, de- 
mand an immediate cenfus. | 
~ On Jane r3thy'1798, the New-England party gave a brilliant proof 
ef their attention to the intereft of their conftituents. They paft a law 
prohibiting all intercourfe with France. This has put an endto theirown 
beloved cod-fifhery. For the feafon of 1798, England fupplied herfel!; 
and it-was unlawful for Americans to fupply the French. In Novem- 
ber, 1798, the New-England codfifh were fold in Virginia for three 
dollars per quintal. Formerly, they drew feven or eight doliars. In 
November, 1798, tobacco was fold in Alexandria for fix dollars and 
an half per hundred weight. In France, it would have brought fifty 
doHars; and yet we durft not fend it there, on account of the non-inter- 
courfe law. The true obje@ of that law was partly to provoke * 
direftory to declare war againft the United States, and to flarve the 
French Weft-Indies. Befides, the Britifh had begun with more than 
former vigour to deftroy our trade with France. Mr. Lifton had éx- 
prefled his fears that the violence of Cochrane would altogether alienate 
the American mind from England. It was underftood in congre!s that 
the grand object of this act was, to prevent thefe depredations, by put- 
ting an end to the intercourfe itfelf; in a word, to prevent the theft of 
the golden eges by killing the hen that laidthem. The object of ftarv- 
ing the French iflands has failed, and Englith piracies continue. The 
protection of commerce would have diated an equal exclufion of trade 
with England for, during this whole {pace of time, the Britifh crui- 
fers have been feizing our fhips by dozens, By the third fetion of 
that profound ftatute, no merchant veffel of France, even unarmed, 
durft enter the ports of America, unlefs from ftrefs:of weather, from 
want of provifions, or, by a fpecial paffport from the prefident. Thus, 
ifa French captain, with an hundred thoufand dollars in his cabin, had 
come to Bofton, or Baltimore, to buy fifh, or tobacco, and to carry 
them off at dis own rish, ‘his’ vefiel was liable to be feized. The mind 
is fatigued in attempting to follow the labyrinths of fuch inexplicable 
madnefs. ' The feal of monarchy is, alfo, engraved on this law; for 
the prefident may, during the recefs of congrefs, either fufpend or dif- 
folve it. Formerly, New-England had a large fhare of the carrying 
en 4 oy 
NOTE. 
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trade of tobacco from the fouthern ftates to the Britifh dominions. In 
contequence ot Jay’ s treaty, New-England has loft the greater part, 
of it. 

By a law, dated July 16th, 1798, Mr. Adams is empowered to bor- 
row five uli ions of dollars, “ upon fuch terms and conditions, as he 
“¢ fhall judge moft advantageous ;” that is to fay, at any interelt, 


however extravagant, for which he can Bets them. This grant goes, 


guite up to the worft part of the ae of England. Butinthat coun,. 
try, a minifter muft always apologile for his bargain to parliament, where 
it undergoes a rigid difeuffion. ‘This looks fomething like liberty, in 
place of which the Se law holds out the mere nakednefs of delpo- 
tilm.. The only eal upon the prefident is that be fhall not, by any 
contract, preclude the United States from reimburfing this loan, “at 
“ any time, after the e: spiration of Jif teen years {rom the date of it.’’ 
— Uhete words are mere expletives. Uy nicer: fuch management as that 
which prevails, at this time, and with the addition of a ‘French war, it 
is impoilible, that at the end even of three years, America fhall be able 
to borrow, or to pay one fhilling. } 

Yor Site! harging the intereft of this loan, the act affigns the furplus 
of the dutics on imports and tonnage. An alignment on the tonnage 
ot the moon would be as much to the purpofe;, for the French rupture, 
contemplated under this loan, will molt infallibly deftroy three-fourths 
of that fund; but more prebably fifteen parts out of fixteen. The law. 
further p ledges the faith of the United States. Faith may remove 
mountains souk it has never been able to pay debts. Meney is at pre- 
lent more dificult to be borrowed in America than in perhaps any ci-. 
vilized country of the world. The way to get it propofed by the aril. 
tocrats, at the pafling of this law, was to create flock, and fell it in the 
market for whatever it would bring. In other words, they were to, 
frame bonds upen government for perhaps eight nominal millions of 
dollars, and to fell them in the market for five ‘millions of bard, dollars: 
‘Lhey were then te pay the intereft of the whole eight or nine millions. 
Atrefunding the. pr incipal i fum, the odd three millions, the difference’ 
between the fum really granted, and that nominally received, were like. 
wife to be difburfed from the treafury. This bears fome analogy to 
the Maryland compas already explained for aflifting the building of 
the federal city. [be loan at eight per.cent. is defperate enough, al- 
though not guite fo bad. A man muft be loft to all knowledge of 
arithmetic, to all common realon, to-every faculty that diftinguifhes.a 
rational being froma bealt, if he does not perceive the temerity of this 
lyftem, and the immediate defiruGion to which it muft confign pub- 
lic credit. The next ftatute in the book is a futpenfion of the {nuff 
excile. Congrefs ought at once to repeal this abortive tax, this hor- 
rible engine ot - ovpreliten, this monument of the profound ignorance of 
Hamilton, William Smith, and Sedgewick. 

Another law of July 16th, grants power to the prefident to borrew 
two millions of dolla ars, “ upon the ao and in anticipaiay of the 
“dire tax ;—-which is hereby pledged for the repayment.”’ On this 
new loan the intereft is reftricted to fix per cent, But congrefs had jot 

rranted unlimited powers as to the intereft for the five millions; and 
hence, this reftriftion, as to the two millions, refolves into.an evident 
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‘juggle. ‘ Inboth cafes, the money will be raifed at ah exorbitant inte- 
refi, and premium, if it can be raifed upon any terms W hatever. Tf 
both fuitis were, like Jupiter, to defeend in a fhower, they could nét 
defray the fixth, or perhaps the twentieth part ‘of the charges of our 
firt French eee With fuch refources, we continue, in the ftile 
of acindér wench, to “ hurl defiance’* againft the Romans of médern 
aes We fhould beware of plucking the Lion's wh fkers, perenne his 
‘mouth happens now to be full. | 

At te comple aaa Nira of the new government » when Mr. Wathiing 
ton was cle@ted, Hamilton and fome of his tribe, without afking leav ve 
of congrets, did, by their own authority, expend about thirteen  thont 
and fr hundred dollars of public money, in purchafing furniture for the 
prefident’s*houle, and liquors’ for his cellar. Whe junto might hav 
waited for legiflative confent. hey knew ‘that the majority of the 
firlt concel’s. were fufficiently contemptible to have voted, with chear- 
‘ful nets, f for any fum, that avarice and fycophancy could‘ afk. The 
amount was huddled into a fublequent appropriation bill, It has been 
already explained, in the cafe of the Cretcent,t that thefe anticisa- 
tions of public money firike in the very face of the conftitution, and 
“of courfe, that they make the moft violent appreaches to theft and 
“perjury. When, for the punifiment of our fins, Mr. Adams had been 
‘eleGed, the fame fcene of plunder Was aéted a fecond time. On 
March 2d, 1794, 2 law paft for felling fuch articles of the prefident’s 
‘furniture “ a3 may be ‘decayed, out of repair, and unfit for ufe.” "The 
proceeds, and fo much of'2 fum not exceeding fourteen thoufand dol- 
lars, as Mr. Adamis may think eee Ss “are 'to be hey out in ae pur- 
-chafe of new furniture.” 

There is no doubt that the pr otaade has received every cent af this 
‘fam. Whether two thoufand dollars might be expended, on new fur- 
‘niture, or whether the whole cafh went plump into his pocket, nobody 
‘can think worth enquiring. The falary, by itfelf, is three times larger 
than it otight to be, efpecially under a wan ceumaine fo firaitered fbr 
money as curs. During the fame feffion’an ‘infamous attempt was 
‘made for ‘augmenting this bloated, this oppreflive, and ufelefs penfion, 
“to thirty-two thoufand dollars. Phe fourteen thoufand dollars for bed- 
fteads, ard water-pots, paft with uncommon unanimity, while congretfs, 
during that very fethion,t crefufed a multitude of the moft cogent claims 
for military: compenfation. ‘One of the majority had'formerly made fome 
“buftle about financial ay -Tafked him how he came to vote for 
~fuch a propofal? ‘He {aid dat, as the fame allowance had been made to 
Walhington, ‘the republicans confidered that, if they refuted to'grant 
as much to Mr. Adams, it might be conftrued into perfonal pieque. 

~"Thus you fee that the fyftem of plunder is completely rounded. “What- 
‘ever has been done may be done again. ‘Phe future robberies are juf- 
‘tified by the paft. 
The hiftory of 1796 ¢ contains an account of the exp pedition of the 
Tenneflee militia, in 1794, .againft Nickajack, and of the refufal, by 
ga Smet 
‘NOTES. 
* Milton. 
t Suprae Chap. 3° 
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the fecretary at war, to pay their wages. Thefe men did as much effeds 
‘tive forvice to the frontier, in one right, as the continental’ army per- 
formed in the firft three or four years of its operations: Wayne's troops - 
received the thanks of congreds for their victory: The militia received 
mereesh At laft, after above three years and an half, on May 8thy 
1798; law paffed for fettling their accounts, out of any monies ** not 
otderwise appropriated. 4 ‘Perhaps the’ money hath fince been paid; 
but the chance is equal that it will be detained for fome years longer... 
By various maneuvres, large bodies of back land have come into the 
poflefiion of individuals. Thefe perfons with to fell them as’ dearly as 
they cans, To promote, this, object, they muft, if pofiible, keep other 
back Hands out of the market, to prevent thé competition of fale. An. 
individual cannot be cenfured for attempting to ferve his own intereft 
with the greateft attention, providine that there js no villainy, or 
breach of trufte But when a monope lift of land becomes a member ot 
conerels, he {wears to a for the public exclusively 5 ‘and to fuffer hie 
own interefl to come before his duty to the public is flag rant difhonelly. 
He is no lonzer a private individual, thrufting himfelf “forward in ‘the 
general fcramble for property He has plec Iged himfelf to his country 
that he will a& for its behall, aad on this ground it is that he is per- 
mitted to receive national money, and to affift in the imftit tution of na- 
tional laws. Ii the flighteft taint of felfifhnefs intervenes; he is the 
clerk debauehing his mafter’s wife, and robbing hig till... 
Thefe remarks point out the material diftinétion between a common. 
trader in the old continental certificates, and that detefted gang of: 
wretches, who firft crammed their portmanteaus with this paper,. and. 
then paffed a law for funding the whole pile at twenty thillings ia 
the pound. 
_ Adams and Wathington have finice been fhaping a Coahee of helt p2- 
“per- -jobbers into ra ee and Ambaffadors. As their whole courage lies 
_in want of fhame, thefe poltroons, without rifking a manly and intelligi- 
ble defence of their own meafures, raife an affeGed yelp againft the 
corruption of the French dire&tory; as if any corruption could be more 
venal, more notorious, more ¢xecrated than their own. | For years to- 
gether, the United States refounded with curfes againft them, while: 
the erand lama of Federal a adoration, the immaculate divinity of Mount 
Vernon, approved of and fubfcribed every. oné of their. blackeft 
meafures. Citizens of Virginia! When will ye begin to think: é 
The fooutinu about French bribery, is juftlike that of a ‘knot of 
fharpers, at the door of a Londen playhoute; “when they firft huftle the 
pallenge ety and then cry stop thief! It.is not furprizing that Tench 
‘Coxe, and colonel Monroe, cand not affociate with fuch company, 
Land-jobbing has been mentioned. This cals to mind an a&t of. con- 

grels, of May 18th, 1790. The title fays that it prevides for the fale 
of lands, in the territory north weft of the river Ohio, and above the 
*. mouth of Seaeueny river.” This law has never met with fo much 
_ attention as it defe rved. Gur prefent obje& is to form a fummary of 
‘its principal h .eads, nd to difcover the genuine defign of thole who 
made it. We begin with fome introduCory obfervations. 

In one of his foeeches to congrefs, Mr. Adams fays that “ commerce 
‘has made this country what it is.’ He was’ never farther miftaken 
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han inthis affertions Commerce. has been of confiderablé advantage 
to the United States; but their profperity is derived from agriculture, 
from their crops, and their cattle. . Without thefe, their foreign trade 
never could have had a beginning, and to thefe it continues to bea 
fecondary, and very inferior object. ‘Fo commérce we are obliged for 
many of the amufements, of the lueuries, the elegancies, and even of 
the conveniencies of life. But the whole catalogue of neceffaries, and 

by far the greater, part of our conveniencies, are derived from the res 
fources of the foil. Without foreign trade, this country may be very 
happy.’ Without agriculture, there is an end not merely to happinefs, 
but exiftence. Put the cafe that the federal territory, like Sindab’s 
valley of diamonds,* could be fuddenly furrounded with an impaffable 
famp2rt; and forever feciuded from the reft of the world. A number 
of importing merebants would immediately be caft idles. A few manu- 
faGtures would rife to an exorbitant prices Difcounts at the banks 
would ceafe. A director, fuch as William! Smith, could no longer 
take up fixty or an hundred thoufand dollars: worth of paper at fix per 
eent. per annum, and lend it out again at fix per cent. per month. Alt 
thefe people would immediately, in’ the lots of their own petty profit, 
perctive the deftruction of the country. : : 9 
_ In the mean while, we fhould have the greatefl abundance of animal 

-and-vewetable food for all thofe willing to work; or able to pay for it: 
We fhould have plenty of wool, fax and cotton, and of filk alfo, if 
we chole to.breed worms. The bofom of the earth would fupply us 
with minerals, and its furface with tifmbers Alb the “neceffary manu- 
faGtures, which are now imported, svould foon be fabricated. The 
‘merchants would go from jail to the plow, and even a banker would 
learn 'to'be”of fome productive ufe. America ‘would continue to be 

what she is; for {ne would fill poffels the greateft and moft inexhaufti- 

ble fources of all the neceffaries, and of all the fubftantial enjoyments 
ofliies Veais, perhaps, the only article that fome of-us would regret 
thetwantyoi. . 4 ‘a bi: oy i cn Raging bagi 
The obje&t with Mrs Adams was to recommend a French war, pro- 
fefledly, for the fake of fupporting American commerce, but, in reality, 

For the fake of yoking us into an alliance with the Britihh tyrant. To 
defeat this dreadful fophiftry, his pofition has here received an anfwer 
that the grofinefs of its folly did not deferve. ‘he anfwer is alfo con- 
nected with the miotives which producedthat ftatute preténdedly for pro- 

/moting, but in fa& for preventing the fale ef Weftern lands. The 

-ariftocracy wilh to confine the people, as much as they can, to the At- 

_Kantic fhore. Mr. Adams has often expreffed the utmoft folicitude to 
that effeA. In both houfes of congrefs, it is underftood, as his opini- 

on, that, if nothing lefs will anfwer the end, the weftern people fhould 

be reftrained. by the ftanding army from fettling upon the new lands. 
Fis Tenneffee performances correfpond with fuch a fyftem. By this 
compreffion of fettlements, the afcendancy of New-England, the mo- 
nopoly of land by a few principal jobbers, and the facility of collecting 
. taxes, are ail meant to be preferved. . 
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With this explanation, we proceed to the act in queftion.—-The lands 
are direGed to be laid out in townfhips of fix miles fquare. Thele 
again are to be divided into feGtions, each containing one {qua ire miley 
or fix hundred and forty acres In. new countries, propinquity and 
compactnefs are of immente iaeamagent Congrefi fs referve, for future 
difpof ‘al, the four centrical fquares.in each townll fhip; as alfo the Salt« 
Spr ing’s nol s are, or may be difcovered, with the fection of one ionare 
mule, “wherein they rife, 


Thele relervations Para an important drawback on the value of ‘hidt 


lots thusoftered for fale. But that is nothing to what follows. The 
lands are to be put up at public -vendue, at certain times, and placesy 
particularly mentioned; but.none of them are to be difpofed of at lefs 
ee two dollars per acres The price is too high. Many large tracts 
2, inoft We not worth fixepence. All the reft differ in their value ; 
wad fome are faid fe he worth ten dollars... Since that law was made, 
the value of bacl k lands hath funk very confiderably; pr obably. not lets 
than one half of their ppHice e, three years ago. » Even at that time, the 
two dollars were too mtich fom an wpset price, if an effeQive fale was 
defired, A full range was, likewife, left for overbidding; fo that the 
man of capital could eafily raife the lots to the utmoft which they were 
worth. So dangerous a beree non tended to difcourage the purchafer 


upon a fmall fcale, and to caft him back upon the lands “already held by 


fonathan Daytor 2, and othergre vat p sroprietors. Undoubtedly, this was the 
very point aimed at, by thofe who faw through the drift of the flatute. 
This was the cate in 1796. But in 17995 the upfet price correfponds 
with an abfolute prohibition. Jf congrefs have the leaftihclination to 
fell thefe lands, they will inftantly offer them at half'a dollar. If the 
two dollars of a6: had held out an extraordinary advantage, a pro= 
grefs would have been made in the vendue. The monopolifts them- 
felves would have forced it forward. But as very little or perhaps ne 
progrefs has been made, this of itfelf fhews that the upfet price Was, 
at that time, fcgarced as dear enough. If it was fo then, it muft be 
far higher at prefent thanit ought tobe. The fate of the matter thews 
that the law muft have funk into a prohibition. 
This is a very important circumftance to the labouring poor. The 
golden apples of the weft are once more guarded by the dragon. It 
can ferve no advantage of finance to fell thefe lands dear. As foon as 
they fhall be cultivated: the amount of imports, and confequently of 


impoft, will increafe. Bxtile, alfo, and a direct tax upon property, — 


can at any time, crop the exuberance of wealth accumulated by the 


ov ercheapnefs of frontier lands. But indeed it is notorious that new 


fettlements are always the pooreft quarters of the country. The ex- 
pence of clearing the ground, of building, of buying flock, the com- 
mon vicinity of thieving and hoftile favages, and the conteeyiens necef= 
uty of being always ready for warfare, AN numerous and heavy bur- 
dens upon a remate farmer. He is diftant from any market. Hecan 


neither buy, nor fell, with the fame advantage as other people. ‘He 


muft alway$ expect to be fcarce of money, for a confiderable time after 
his emigration. The value of his farm, however, is {ure of increafing, 
*ad will, in the fequel, pay forall his labour. 

To fofter induftrious poverty, therefore, the price of the weftern 
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lands fhould be made payable by inftalments. A man buys three hun- 
dred acres of ground tor fix hundred dollars. The probability is that 
he can more eafily pay ten annual inftalments of an hundred dollars 
each than the former fum ,at the term of his entry. In England, it 
is no mark of great judgment when a landlord defires, as he fometimes 
does, to get a large fum by way of fine, at the commencement of a 
leafe. The fubfequent improvements of the tenant are likely to be 
cramped. In the mere light of finance, the fame remark apphes to the 
difpofal of the weftern territory. 


CoE AB eae 


The same subject continued. Lxplanation of the word \and-jobber. 
Proposal by Hamilton for selling the western lands at twenty cents 
per acre. General observations. Address to the reader. 

DURING the revolution, when the rich found it neceflary to flatter 
the poor, nothing could outcant the canting of congrefs, on this affair 
of the vacant lands. Mr. Wafhington, allo, with all the harmony of 
his periods, congratulated “ the citizens of America, placed in the 
*‘ moft enviable condition, as the fole lords, and proprietors of a vail 
“ tract of continent, comprehending a// the various foils and climates 
“ of the world, and abounding with all the neceffaries and convenien- 
¢ cies of life.”* For prefent advantage to the poor, the Weftern lands 
might as wellplaced be inthe centreof Tartary. By theprohibitory Sta- 
tute, they can onlybe fold for the utmoft farthing which they are worth, 
or fomething above it; and this price, when accumulated inthe treafury, 
goes frequently to the moft profligate, and atrocious ends. ‘The thirty 
fix thoufand dollars funk oneach of the firft yearsof the twoembaflies to 
Portugal and Pruffia, would have bought perhaps fifteen thoufand acres 

at vendue, and might have comfortably fettled three hundred families 
of-people, at leaft as good as John Quincy Adams, and certainly much 
better than Dr. William Smith. 

Tue mode of payment is as oppreffive as the quantum. One half of 

the money muft be advanced within thirty days. Agreed. For the 
other half, one year’s credit.is given. But ifthe cafh is not then paid, 
“ the fale fhall be void, all. the money theretofore paid on account of 
“the purchafe fhall be forfeited to the United States, and the lands 
thus fold fhall be again difpofed of, in the fame manner as if a sale 
“¢ bad never been made. Whena man has bought Jands at the high- 
eft rate, and has advanced one half of the purchafe moncy, he will cer- | 
tainly give the reftas foon ashe can. Yet an hundred common agci- 
dents may prevent his ultimate liquidation at the precile day. A pri- 
vate landholder enforcing or barely demanding fuch a ftipulaticn, 
would-be regarded in the worft light. Yet congrefs pollute the facred 
repolitory, the very fountainhead of juftice, with a condition too detef- 
able to be worth an argument. ~ | 


o 


Tue fame fection has a phrafe that breathes.a {pirit. of arrogance. 
| ae 
* Letter ta tbe governor of Virginia, dated Mewturgy Fun 125.07" de. 
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On full payment, the purchafer ‘ fhall be entitled to a patent.” This 
is certainly a moft gracious morfel of information. We know that he 
Isventitieds.. vhe ae queflion comes to be will he get his patent!. Our 
legiflative fervants ought always to.remember that they are addreffing 
men, by nature their equals, and by fituation their fuperiors. 

Tux tenth feGtion provides two thoufand dellars per annum to the 
furveyor general, Rufus Putnam cannot run the true meridian. The 
soundation of a new linecure was probably one of the principal reafons 
for palling of the flatute. Citizens! This is the way in which your 
money goes. A territory five times as large as Virginia, and -con- 
taining ‘fome of the richeft larid in the world, is blocked up from the 

xe and the plow, becautle the lands cannot be survey ede Did ever mor- 
ea hear fuch fluff before? 

While this neglirence prevails on the ‘one hand, an cahay fare of 
avarice occurs on the other. On February 17 hy 7o9er eee Pickering 
gave into coil; fares a report as to impreffed ifs iments He pomted out 
various. deficiencies in the confular law. He then phjanes that the: 
“ adtalfo au thoriles eur conluls to fupport our needy. or fick feamen in 
‘o topei on ports; but reftricts the allowance to twelve cents qa day, a 
fum thatin but féw Barts in Europe would precure . them a Sark 
‘meal; and’as to the ick, they must be left to perish, unlefs the con- 
ob Tuts. a their own exXpence, provide. cloathing, nurfes, and phyfici- 
*« ans. And.who is to bury the dead! Funer: al Papen CEs ake. in many 
as places, confiderable.” ence 

Cuts was.the fatherly, care .of con oretae They granted to others 
exacily one filtieth part a what they took to themielves. If their dogs 
or hories had been on the tables they would have felt and aed like 
men. Twelve cents per day to teamen, andtwo cents to an old feldier,* 

agree very. well with fourteen thoufand dcllars for the furniture of a 
houfe which wanted none, with an Algerine. tribute paid aime times. 
over, and with the refufal of an account of the millions exhaufted on — 
the Pittfburg expedition. In one part of the confular law congrefs 
break the conftitution ; ; a circumflance very common in the flatute book. 
‘They order that our merchant veffels fhall be obliged to bring home 
from foreign countries a certain portion of fuch Agence feamen as 


es 


may bein want of a homeward pailage. “hey had not the leaft autho- | 


rity to give fuch orders... The injuntion is'a twig from the root of the 
French corvees... Mr. Pickering very juftly notices that if. a fhip has 
her full compliment of men it may be inconvenient for the owners to. 
take them on board.. The law fhould have pointed out: the. fund 
tvein whence this paflaze of feamen was to be paid for. In that cafe, 
Jack. will always find aga even though the veffel could be worked 
without him, ‘4 | 

SOMETHING yet remains to be pl of the ftatute for preventing the 
fale of the North-Weftern territory: A fmall part of the lands de- 
icribed'in that law had been furveyed under an ordinance of 1785, and i it, 
is poflible that fome of them have lately been fold. This exception is 
hore adverted to for the tale of defeating cavils. But with regard to, © 

meee 4 
NOTE. 


# Qie class of invalids get seven dollars and an ba If 4 Der anuutts 
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the whole buiinefs, a new ftatute fhould be paffed,.as foon as the peo- 
ple have overcome their prefent abhorrence of demecracy, that is,.of 
their own perfonal intereit.and importance. At this time, aman can- 
not pretend to fettle in the new lands witha leifer ftock than three thou- 
fand dollars. The lot itfelf will coft him, at the cheapelt rate, twelve 
hundred and eighty dollars, .befides office fees... He has then’to trent 
port his family and effects from a diftance of perhaps four hundred miles, 
and to fit down in the folitude of Alexander Selkirk. Ywo fhort al- 
_ terations of the law will put an end to thefe difficulties. Reduce the 
price of the Jands to one half dollar per acre, and make this money pay 
able by ten aunual inftalments. Give the colonift, alfo, four years of 
refpite, before thefe payments are to begin, that he.may have leifure to 
build a tolerable houfle, to dig his garden, to plant his orchard, and to 
raife a winter fhelter for his cattle. As for land jobbing, a fingle claude 
will be fufficient for burning up, like Hercules, the roots of that Hy 
dra. Let it be enacted that two thoufand lots of a mile fquare {hall an- 
nually be ready for fale; and, that wherever a lot has not been fettled 
by at leaf one family, within two years from the day of fale, then the 
holder fhall forfeit his right.* Thus the poor have a plentiful market. 
ArT prefent there is a. general complaint for want of land, at the very 
time when all the men and cattle on the federal territory could not oc- 
cupy one tenth part of it. In the mean time, the people adore them- 
iclves, as the f{pecial patterns of human perfeion; and, while they 
are themfelves defcended or compofed of the rags and fritters of every 


Go 


nation in Europe, they have.recently fiigmatized forei gners by the mof 


inhofpitable ftatute that ever profaned the divine art of printing. Jn- 
dtead of icolding at their difappointed and dejected vifitants from the 
old world, the fazes of America may find ample exercife for contempt, 
in the contemplation of their own prominent ignorance...Phe act under 
review pafi at the fame period with the appropriations for the Britifh 
treaty. It paft with fo little notice that, out of congrefs, I have never 
heard any human being obje&ting to a finzle word of this fatute; nor 
does one citizen out of ten thoufand recollect that it has an exiftence. 
All the harm that Jay did, and all the good which he might have done, 
‘were not, by an hundred degrees, of fo much confeguence to the poor as 
_this oppreflive law, Yet no popular cenfure has ever been caft. upon 
it; while the public are alternately trembling for fear ef an Englith 
war, and dancing for joy ata French one. . baiji 
itis eafy to get at this weftern land, fo extremely defirable to thou-. 
fands of indigent families. Let the poor clafs of citizens in Virginia 
-inftrudt the affembly to remonftrate to congrefs upon the ftatute of mo- 
nopoly. ‘he members from this ftate muft, confequently, {uyport the re~ 
peal. Oppofition would be very. ftrong, and perhaps, for one fefiion, 
might repel the propofal. But when the matter has once become a fub-. 
ject of popular converfation, when the ftone {hall be fairly feta rolling, 
uaa ig . 
NOTE. | si ptiainhe , 
* I bad just now objected to such forfeiture in the statute of congress. 
But in that case, balf of the money bad been paid; wkercas bere the 
purchaser. has advanced nothing. This makes all thedifference imaz 
ginable, pay > # fi 


. 
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the value of the prize is fo immenfe that the torrent of public opinion, 
with irrefiftable and difdainful impetuofity, will burft over and bury the 
piemy bulwarks that ariftocracy would raife againit it. » Ts it not better 
to cultivate three hundred acres of your own land than to pay an hard 
rent for fixty? Is it not better to pafture upon a ‘natural meadow, fix 
foot deep of grafs, than to plague yourfelves with colle&ing and {cat- 
tering dung, and with fending twelve hundred leagues for the plafter 
of Paris? Is it not better to have falt from the fpring upon your own 
farm, or within a moderate diftance, than to bring falt from Europe 
through the bloody jaws of an American excife? As for horfes, they 
can be caught by thoufands in Louifiana for three-cighths of a dollar. 
per head, and they can be conveyed to the northwards, and fold, for. 
half the price that they coft when raifed in Virginia.* Do you deferve. 
the name of rational beings, when you abandon to the wolf and the 
bifon, lands that are your own, and which are among the richeft and 
mof{t beautiful that omnipotence and the four elements are capable of 
producing? Ye fimple men! to be croaking, like as many bull-frogs, 
about French vice, and American virtue, when we all know that this, 
country, juf like every other, is choak full of forry characters. What. 
have ye todo with carving and mincing morality for foreign minitters? 

‘Health, peace and competence, begin and clofe the circle of human en- 
‘ joyments. And,’if thefe are at all to be found, you have the beft 
chance for them on a large farm of your own, at an impenetrable dif- 
tance from the quarrels and the crimes of Europe. 

ConneAicut has fixty inhabitants to the {quare mile; and thefe peo- 
ple are conflantly boafting of their happinefs. Kentucky contains about. 
fifty thoufand fquare miles; and each of them is, upon a medium, worth 
at leatt four in Conne@icut. Kentucky could, therefore, fupport two 
hundred and forty perfons for every fquare mile.f This, for the whole 
area of the flate, comes to twelve millions of people, Befides the phy-~ 
fical difference of foil, the Conneéticut farmer fpends half his time in 
providing for winter; while, in Kentucky, that feafon can almoft pro- 
vide for itfelf.  Inftead of twelve millions of fouls, Kentucky has about 
three hundred thoufand. Land has already become fearce. The peo- 
ple are fying in multitudes acrofs the Miffiffippi, where the King of 
Spain has invited every planter to the gratuitous acceptance of three or 
four hundred acres, as rich as canbe defired. Whatamortifying con-_ 
raft is here held out between the pettifogeing projects of our land- 
jebbing ariftocracy, and the manly bs ceeten ie of Charles the fourth! 
When we think of our own bleffed mafters, we fhoulé fpeak with mo- 
deration of the wickednefs of Kings. It is true that fome of thefe emi- 
grants have returned to the eaflern fhore of the river, becaufe the cli- 
mate of Louifiana has proved rather unwholefome. But the fame ob- 

HOPES. . at 

* T have seen a very tolerable horse, which cost its owner exactly two 
shillings and three-pence currency, to the person who caught it. .T bese 
horses will soon become remarkably tame. | . 

+ in Coina, the population ts about three hundred persons to a square 
mile; and in England comes to nearly an hundred and sixty. Vet Eng 
lend is far from being cultivated to its utmost possible height.’ : 


r 
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"jeation lies to every new country, till the woods have been partly cut 
down. _ In cafe of aFrench war, fo wantonly folicited by John Adams, 
the weltern waters would be inftantly blocked up, and the Kentuckians, 
like a fecond going forth of the Hraelites, would hourly precipitate by 
thoufands upon the Spanilh territory. It may be expected that, with- 
in fix months from the declaration of war, Kentucky herfelf will ereé 
the flandard of independence, and clofe a compaét with thé French 
republic. fi 
If the leaders of the Britith and fix per cent. factions are not politives 
ly bewitched, the reception, or rather expulfion of their alien and tes. 
dition acts may convince them in what light their meafures are confiz 
dered by Kentucky. Tenneffee follows her footfieps; five hundred - 
thoufand people* are fevered from the government; and the whole 
country plunges into fathomlefs confufion. This profpect is too fit. 
evident for elucidation. And yet beeaufe Dr. Logan, Thomas feiler- 
fon, and afew other perfens, who ftill retain their fenfesy attempt to 
turn afide the torrent of deftruticn, they are aflailed from every quars 
ter with volumes of Billingfgate. Fenno, Ruflel, and other news. 
printers, who reft upon the patronage of Adams, or Lifton, . musik 
either become ridiculous to themfelves, and infamous to the world, 
orcaft their families out of bread. Of our condud to France, Mr. 
Barlow’s letter conveys an honeft and excellent defcription, and yet 
at the period of his writing, one half of our follies had not been come 
mitted. | | 
But as the directory ftiffly refufe to indulge Mr. Adams with the 
hoftility that he defires, we may hope that the disjunction of Kentucky 
‘is yet a diftant profpe&. Still however, the removal of her inhabitant 
to Louifiana is a great and growing evil. ‘This circumflance, {o IsNOs 
minious to federal policy, otiginates in the monopoly of land. The 
feudal tyrant was anxious, by every method, to multiply his vaflals. 
The American ariftocrat is diftinguilhed, like the tyger, by the Glence 
and folitude that furroundhim. On the moft feattered fy {tem of popu- 
lation, Kentucky can fupport five times her prefent amount of inhabi- 
tants. Yet fome are forced to depart fer want of room, and thkouf. 
ands of the reft are kept in a ftate of fermentation with law fuits 
and ejements. The property of the foil, asa hunting ground, had 
been for ages contefted, when the Indians transferred fuch a title as 
they had, to the ftate of Virginia. A land-office was then opened; and 
grants were made without diftinStion to almoft every man who could 
pay fora furveys This produced the moft tahtalizing coninfion. The 
‘limits of one furvey often interfered with thofe of another. The fame 
ipot was frequently affigned to different perfons. One tra is faid te 
have been covered with twenty-feven fucceflive patents; cach deed of 
elder date expelling all thofe that came after it. Settlers have been 
ejected from their farms, after undifturbed pofleffion. for fifteen years. 
The affembly of Kentucky fhould put an end to this tempeft of litiga- 
tion by one univerfal and {weeping ftatute, confirming the prefent pof- 
oe te 
* In Sepewitck & Co. it is said that the two south western states 
can muster forty thousazd militia. More recent accounts ascertain that 
s they could raise a far greater number. 
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feffdrs.. They need not be very fcrupulous about the fandity éfipatents; 


= 


‘avhen holders have fuffe red. them to flamber til this time. “Phey te 
“Before them a cafe in point that went, vaftly farther. “Lhe affembly «0 

‘Penniyivania, without pr overation, or pretence, faftened. their fa Say 
upon -Penn’s charter, and have long fince Pree tes ied the laft acre of 
the ee is . 


The prefen it embarragmrent of la Hiielders in Kentucky, was an ade 
di Nee réafon for congrefs to facilitate inflead of forbidding the. falé 
of the weftern re aE Vet evils would have been prevented by. 
that line of conduct. e baleful ee of Merris have fhot, 
like a peftilence, thro. a eee nerve and fibre ef the credit, the pro- 


bty, and the happtaets of Americas Perhaps the avarice or ambition 


of this Gale man Tas done as much mifchief to his country, as the 
“piratical depredations of either France, or England. © His plan wa 


grounded,on the poffibility of keeping up a jiohecolg of: jai and his 


infolvency was chiefly. cferibed to the fudden reduGion of its poe 


As both his abilities and information were cf the firft elafs, and as he 
could not calculate upen © abuts fuch a plan by his own refources 
only, it feems prob yable, that he depended for fupport upon the land- 
jobbi ne party i savers ment, who had embarked in‘the like monopoly~ 
Fortune bas overfet him, anid it remains for the farmers of Wireinia to 
overfet them. It is trifling to fay that the price of the vacant lands 
ought to be keptas high as poflible, for the fake of difcharging the pub- 
h ic debt. The weakeft man begins to fee that the public debt will ne- - 
erbe difcharged, tillthere isa Peomplidt alteration both in ehe maxims 

‘and the conductors of the federal government. | ; 
If the lands had been offered for fale, ten years ago, at half a doltar 
per acre, with a percentage tor the fees, they might, at this day; have 
been inhabited by fifty thoufand thriving families, ine Wada thoufands 


-of thofe men, “who have fince been imprefied by British pirates, or have 


two hu adred acres, Tens likely 


perifked upon ee fplendid a lowance from congrels of twelve cents per 


ey. (OF the twenty thoufand vidtims to the annucl and aceurfed pefti- 
dence of our Gem -ports, a. confiderable number might have efeaped in the 
“fyeam of weftern emigration. 






At an hundred. dollars for each tract of 
sat five millions of dollars might, by 


Tie 


this times have come. into the treafury. The land-jcbbing junto would 


have been thorouphly broke up; and the people of America would have 
een in reality, as they are in sag tanh i. the fole lords and proprietors: G 






6 a vaft trad of | continent.” S Bit wor 
I have not here touched upon ther aes Hage sewunieaniile the pat 
“ing of this ftatute. Some refpectable members did certainly fall fhort 


of their wonted accuracy of th 


To enter, in this place, upon. 
the ee 05a of the difeuffion, 


To fill a difproportionate fhare’ of 





‘the volume. But as the fubjed i is of immenfe_ confequence, and» efpe- 


cially to the peor, it fhall be refumed ona future oceafion. In common’ 


‘language, the word land-jobber, impliés an unfevorable idea. It ‘has 
-been ufed here on account of perfpicuity, rather than of cenfure,,be- 


caufe it is peculiar. to.the American: idiom, and has no {fynionimous 
pirate in our. 1 anguages! <The diflinGion that-has been recently remark- 


ed, as to the I buyers of certificates, applies equally to the buyers of land, 


with the fimilar exception as to members of government. With regard 
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48 thofe, alfo, who lend money at an illegal and exorWitant intereft, the 
blame is to be laid on the laxity of the law. With thofe who rifk their 
cath, itis a.lotteryyin which mofl of the adventurers would not engage, 
if they confidered it as conne&ted with difgrace. 

Jonathan Dayton, late {peaker of congrefs, will be one of the moft 
violent oppolers to a bill for promoting the fale of the weftern lands, 

Hz has embarked in large {peculations on that quarter.¥ His behavi. 
our, during the fecond feffion of the. fifth congrefs, may be confidered 
as a pattern of negligence and brutality. From the fury of his tem er, 
his fix per cent friends had, in the fourth congrels, been fully aun of 
him. William Smith and others, at the feflion of May, 1797, had 
detigsed to bring forward, as candidate for the chair, the hero of the 
ast ditch! Dayton threw himfelf upon the republican intereft, and op- 
poftion appearing ufelefs, he was chofen with almoft perfect unanimity. 
Waring that feffion, he behaved tolerably, But, at the next meeting, 

in November, 1797, he took, a decided part with his old friends, the 
ariftocracy. The people of Jerfey difapproved of his condua&, and he 
bazan to expect that, at the approaching eleCtion, he would be turned 
out. At the military promotion in fummer, 1798, Mr. Adams ap- 
pointed him a colonel of artillery. Mr. Dayton did not look upon this 
preferment as an adequate compenfation for his preceding difburfe- ° 
ments of character and lungs, He fignified his difappointment and 
difpleafute. In confequence of this intimation, Mr. Adams recal- 
led his nomination to the fenate, faid that it was made by mistake! 
and Mr. Dayton received the rank of brigadier general. The affem- 
bly of Jerfey have fince elected him as.a fenator of congrefs. His 

“principal object in accepting of this appointment is that he may watch 

over his on, concerns. Butif the peeple of Virginia chufe to be 
unanimous and determined, he, and all others ii the like fituation, 

will be of no confequence. Whenever you fhall hear a {peech in con- 
refs againit felling the weltern lands at a cheap rate, allure yourfelf 
thatthe orator is either a land-jobber, or fome kind of caterpillar, that 
propofes to fatten on prefidential patronage. It would be highly com- 

-mendable to inftitute committees, of correfponderice for obtaining an 

abolition of this prohibitory ftatute, jult as the people of, Britain affo- 

ciated for abolifhing the flave, trade. A powerful refiftance. mutt be 
expected, but fenfe and firmnefs, with the invincible afcendancy of 
truth and juftice, will foon he viGorious, They. will plant,.on the 
grave of an €xecrable ftatute, the triumphant banners of the yeomanry 
of America.» The poorer clafles inevery part of the union would chear- 
fully form committees of mutual correfpondence for this efeQ. The 
extinction of that,vile monopoly is for the intereft of an immenfe majo- 
rity of people. Even the wealthy part of the inhabitants of our cities 
would find advantage in removing from the {tench and.contagion of 
dirty and crouded fireets, from {prings of water diftifled from kennels 
—— + o=-— 
| pe _NOTEs vast: ell 

_* The detail of this man’s western adventures wil] form an interest. 
ing portiot of bistorys Most of the facts are upon tbe journals of the old 
congress. And yet the people of America know ng more about them than 


> 


they do of the predecessar of Sesostriss 
L, f 
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and neceffaries, to frefh air, palatable water, and that repofe fro 
noile and buftle, that pleafing forgetfulnefs of the world, fo deliciotis 
‘to men of refleGQion, and fo finely perfonified by the poet.” eP 

© Taxes worice! On March t4th, 1790, Mr. Hamilton gave in t6 
congrefs a report refpe@ing the fale of the weflern lands. He recom 
mended the upfet price to be fixed at twenty cents, per acre, as the 
‘higheft fum which was advifeable. ; ie Pome’ 

- "Phe extra@ of this report has been miflaid, but the fam recommend. 
ed was politively twenty cents. Such a propofal flands in dire eppofi« 
tion to every former, and fucceeding part, of Mr. Hlamilton’s political 
fyftem. ‘Whe fale of the lands ‘was originally obftructed by his notori- 
cus agency. The act of May, 1796, and the fublequent plan to pre- . 
vent the townfhips from being laid off, muft be confidered as branches 

‘From the Jame trunk. 

This report of Mr. Hamilton receives uncommon value from the 
charaGier of its author. All the ariftocrats regard him as a kind of di- 
vinity. Thiis, in 1793, the houfle of reprefentatives rejected, for his 
fake, two refolutions propofed by Mr. Giles. The one was, in ‘ene ct, 
that the houfe bad a right to do their duty. The fecond was that they 

“bad a right to compell the public servants to do theirs. The realon for 
‘the refulal of thefé refolutions was that they might have feemed to 
‘coft a refleGion on the virtuous charaGer of thé fon of the camp 
girl. To a plain farmer on James river, this negative may feem too 
audacious, tod monftrous, for belief. The fa@ is ungueftionable. For 
a complete conception of all that’is horrible in the moral world, we 
need net repair to Virgil’s Vartatus, or Claudian’s Rufinus, to the 
cave of Gil Blas, or the cabinet of Peachum. We have only to con- 
‘template this virtuous New-England majority of the fecond congrefs § 
Men of Virginia! before you rail at France, before you meafure moun- 
tains in the moon, remove the dungbill that blockades your door! 
When you have digefted thefe reflefions, contemplate the hiftory 
of the prefent year. Think what you have been, what you are, and 
what, under the monarch of Maffachufetts, you are likely to become. 
Look at Schneider floeged by the federal troops in-the market place of 
Reading, and at the judge fining thefe rioters in the farcical fum of 
~ ten dollars per head! Think of Duane dragged from the office of the 
Df f 
ie NOTEs 
* Her air was so modest, ber aspect so meek, 
So simple, yet sweet were ber charms, 
I hiss'd the ripe roses, that glow’d on ber cheeky 
And icck’d the lov’d maid in my arms! 
Now jocund together we tend a few sheep; 
And if, by yon prattler, the streamt, 
Amidst ber embraces, I sink tnto sleeps 
- Her image still softens my dream. | 
Jo the views of ambition wé never aspire 3 | 
The Damsei’s of bumble descent ; | 
The cottager pEAcE is well known for her sire, 
And the sheperds have nam’d her CONTENT. eas 
CUNNINGHAM. 
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Aurora, and of Philadelphia driven to the verge of tumult and maffa. 
cre! Obterve, alfo, that the incendiaries who wantonly commenced 
this outrage, continue to bafk in the fmiles of the prefident! Think 
of the grois and audacious proftitution of the federal bench, by the 
juceeflive fele@tion of foreign ambaffadors from that body! Look at 
John Quincy Adams, with his fifteen thoufand dollars per annum, and 
at three ambafladors appointed initead of one, appointed for the fake 
of picking your pockets, appointed for the fake of extending the bafe 
of the pyramid of corruption! When the prefident prattles upon nati- 


onal honour, when, inthe diale@& of infanity, he brags that he would 


rather fight the French for twenty years, than give them a fhilling, afk 


him what has become of your trade with Holland, of a trade of exports 


extending to eight millions per annum?* Afk him whether it has not 
been extirpated by an arbitrary mandate from George the third, and, 
while we are thus confumed in the very focus of degradation, queftion 


_ this man with what decency be dares to zabble upon the independence of 


America? While fuch numbers of the effe@ive agents of the revolution 


~Tanguifh in obfcurity, er fhiver in want, afk Mr. Adams whether it 


was proper to heap {fo many myriads of dollars upon William Smith, 
upon a paper-jobber who, next to Hamilton and himfelf, is perhaps 
the moft deteited character on the continent? Finally, bid him tell 


_ whether any mortal but the mof infolent of tyrants, or the moft fran- 
tic of madmen, would think of covering Virginia with {epulchres and 


‘bonfires? ; | 
OF fuch queftions there could be noend. For the laft twelve months, 


efpecially, the federal government has chiefly confifted of a deluge of 
barbarities. Think of Martin, the republican printer of Baltimore, 
infulted in his office, and affaylted ia the ftreets, not merely by the rank 


and file, but by the commiffioned ringleaders of the military and mari- 
time banditti! Think of David Brown indiGed for a frivolous advertife- 
ment, that wifhes long life to the vice-prefident! Think of captain 


‘Williams, who has likewife been fined and imprifoned, for exerciling 


the indefeafible right of expatriation! Think of the refcue of the horfe- 
ftealer at the Swan-Tayern, of the feven fabres pointed at the breaft of 
the fheriff of Mecklenburg, and of all the multiplied and execrable cir- 
cumftances of aggravation, which marked that enormity! This is fede. 
ral government! This is that awFuL squinting forefeen by Patrick 
Henry. seme 
. | NOTE. 

* This trade feems to comprehend about one eighth part of the whole 

exports of the union. In 1793, the latter extended to 26,000,000 Dols. 




















‘In the fame year, the exports to Holland were 351695336 
In 1796, the exports were . 67,006,060 ; 
Thofe to, Holland were. | 758755364 

| Tn 1797, they came to, 8,845,436 


Thofe of Britain, during the fame year were only 8,669,748 


RS as eer 


Superiority, for that year, in favour of Hontanp 2753738. 
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Obferve alfo the precipitate antares with whi a the defpots of Ame: 
tica grafped at the recent phantom of diflurbance in Pennfylvania! 
Look at the {words drawn upon fick or pregnant women, at the chil- 
dren who were kicked, at the axes which were ficlen, | at the pritcners 
with their wrifts cut to the bone by ‘handcirfs that-w eigh hed SEVENTEEN 
pounps ! “This was a natural fupplement to the borrdts of the Pittfburg 
expedition, to the confpiracy for ‘the miurther of Brackenr idge in the 

embraces of his wife and family} Virginians! Have ye funk fo far ja 
the fcale of intelleG that it can be “neceHary to 0 explain, and core 
ate concerning fuch gigantic villainy? 

Forget not alfo; the jail of Litchfield, Harper’s vindication of the 
ee outracés, and the Charhel houté: of Newcaftle, wheré 
French prifoners were ftarved to death by the cowardly barbarity of 
the fix per cent faQion! Be fure to remember the fogging and reuread 
of captain Giles, the unavenged murther of Jeffop, that paragon of 
effrontery, the letter from Pickering to Beé, Sterret’s boatted alfafi~ 
nation of Neale Harvey, and the Britifh treaty gibbet of Robbins? 
With thefe reflections you will look forward to Oktober, 1980. Yo 
svill then, as Tacitus expreffés it, think’ of your anceftois and votk 
polterity., You will then take your choice between innocence and 
guilt, between’ freedom and flavery, between paradife and perdition. 
You will choofe between the man who has deferted and reversed APL 
Bis principles, and that man, « * Stage Ses 

Whose own example str cnidtbens all bis Favs 
that man, whofe predictions, like thofe of Henry, have been convened 
into hiftory. You will Chote: between that man whofe life is unfpotted 
by a crime, arid that man whofe hands are reeking with the blood of the 
poor friendlefs ConneGicut failor! I fee the tear of indignation hare 
sh your cheeks! You anticipate the name of Joun Apams. | 

Yet even this moft abominable murther was but afingleaG. It was 
“an aét which dwindles, when Compare with the diGionary of the crimes. 
of the prefent letter-intercepting adminiftration!* ‘The Marplot of Chef- 
nut {treet has blabbed the pCi cay which ‘decorum would haye attempted 
to conceal. ‘It was doped,”? fays Fenno, “ that before the fatal no- 
_ © mination® could reach’ Paris, the capture of the Infurgente, ead 
“ other aéts of refiftance on our part, would have fo woundéd she pride 
** of the dire€tory, as to have produced a declaration of war, or at leaft 
have effected an irreparable breach; or that, in the interim, his moft 
chriftian majefty might have Sable bis rebellious subjects under 
“ the foot of bis throne.” { There’ s a republican printer for you: Lf 
“* This hope proved nugatory.—The effect of the nomination upon the 
« federal party, even with these bopes in referve, was like that of 


ae 
&¢ 


* fome oo roees upon a rich and Se Perse hy 
, CL ects 
NOTES. 


* At the time of the election of 1796, Mr. Jefferson could barély 
write aletter which was not broke ub at the post-office. This circum 
stance is descriptive of the treasury myr midons.. The ‘same honest 
practice will infallibly be revived in a few months. Such are the statese 


men who, by the late act of congress should be sent to ve woh in pete 
nf ial ee wen ve 3 ie * 
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| &- Ali the tenor of its soul was lost, and it ceafed from that hour to be 
| re ”" (So much'the better.] “ Its caufe has'fince undergone 
a regular declenfion, the future {tens of which daily grow more cer- 
tain.” [Better ftill!} “+ The eleGions of M‘Kean wwe owe to this 
“ fole-caufe; that of Monroe in Virginia is its moft natural offspring ; 
“and the Risce tion of Jefferfon to the prefidential chair will become 
“San event which no longer can, or indeed ought to be opposed.’’} 
Bravo! 

The printer to the fenate goes on, at this rate, for two pdlenne and 
anhalf. The above extrad is quite ‘faflicient for proving that there 
has-exifted a confpiracy foi plunging the United States, right or Wrong, 
anto a rupture with France. Of this fat, the intercepted letters from 
Robert Lifton, alfo, form a feparate oa invincible demonftration. 
This ambaffador exprefsly declares that the American government has 
repeatedly affronted France. Now, the act of giving an affront be- 
Tongs exclufively to an agereffor; and, according to Mr. Liften’s opi- 
nion, the aggreffor inthe prefent inftancé is the prefident of the United 
Htates. In the midf of fiich deplorable difcoveries, it is not furprifing 
that the tide of eye as turned, and that, as Fenno fays, the par- 
Z has undergone a regular declension. 

*. Every feature in the conduG@ of Mr. Adams forms a diftin@ and ad- 
adisionad evidence that he was determined, at all events, to embroil this 
country with France. The proofs to ae effe@ will compofe a confi- 
derable part of niy next- volume. But the ftri& truth of the affertion 
4s already imprinted i in the breaft of every well informed, or half in- 
formed man in*America. It is, therefore, with fome shina ences, 
that we are'to perceive the prefent ftile of certain republican new{fpapers. 
‘Thefe publications condemn, and with the utmoft juflice, every other 
‘part of the prefident’s adminiftration. Yet they pretend to give him 
the greateft credit for his having, in February laft, appointed a fecond 

: fet of ambafladors ‘to negociate with Hratce! Yor this nomination, 
‘Mr. Adams does not deferve the fmalleft fhare of thanks. That part of 
chis duty was not performed by choice, but extorted by neceffity. He 
edeferred the nomination as long'as‘he could poftibly defer it, with any 
fort of attention to appearances.” “And it was not till eight months.after 
ibe nomination, that thefe ambaffadors fet fail. This delay was evi- 
“dently made under the ptous expefiation that the republic was to be 
overwhelmed by the ‘combined powers. France has begun to reco- 
‘wer hernative attitude of victory ; and now, after lofine the moft fa-, 
vyourable moment for negociation, the moment when fhe was defeated 
~and humbled, our ambaffadors proceed at the worft feafon, and with the 
sworft grace bmaninall’. The directory will (ey, or at leatt they will 
‘think, to the following purpofe: 

“< Gerry went home, and, upon the bett « evidence, told you that w: 

“© panted for peace. Inftead of thanking him for this intelli- 
“ sence, your feurrilous majority of congrefs, and your newfpapers in 
© the pay of the Britifh ambaffador, attacked this citizen with that pe- 
® euliar favagenels of invective by which nature has cine Ame. 

—buoiee ih : 
NOTE. 


4 Gazette of the United States, October 12th, 1799¢ 
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S* yieans from the refl of Seas The een of Logan was the 
** fecond note of the fame tune. When Tulleyrand, in September, 
*¢ 1793,.made the mot amicable, and almoft abject advances to Mure 
ray, your prelident kept thele difpatches in his pocket, during the 

Ww Able’ winter, while he was exerting every artifice to pertuade the 
f public that the directory thirfted for war.. Your. own printer 
declares that the Infurgente was captured for the fake of proveking © 
§ us to hoftilities. You have entered into an alliance with the rebel 
* ‘Youffaint, who is in arms again{ft the republic. Put.the cafe that 
f Arthur GO: Connor were to eftabhith himfelf on the coaft of Connaught, 
** and that your prefident were to make an alliance with him. Do you 
£* think that George the third would fuffer you to appear as ambaffas 
f dors at the court of London?. Your appointment to Paris arofe from 
the ee not of friendthip, but of fear. The expalfion of the 
kings of Naples and Sardinia feared your prefident into the nomiha- 
tion. Aiter a fhort paute, he ee his fpirits, and kept back | 
your commifiions, till he faw that the republicans were once more 
rallying around the ftandard of victory. With what decency can 
§* vou, under circumftances like thefe, afk for the friendfhip of France?”? 

This is a candid flatement of the condu& of Mr. Adams. His in- 
gernal admin niftrgtion, as before explained, has been guite as €xCepti- 
puable! Refpeai: ne the behaviour of his faClion, the following queries 
are fubmitted for the decifion of the reader : 

afte Whether is it moft commendable to knock down an independent 
honeit newsprinter, or to knock down his fon? 

ad. When thirty-fix men have furrounded one, and Shee ae one 
offers to fight the whole posse in fucceffion, whether is it the greateft 
proof of brave ry to accept of the one man’s challenge, or to rufh upon 
him, all in a body, beat him down, and kick him when lying fenfelefs? 

3d. Whether is it the greateft at of heroifm to fleal Jacob Goffin’s 
axe, to draw your {word upon his pregnant wife, or to kick his children? 

ath. Whether does it fhew the higheft fenfe of honour, of delicacy, 
and of manhood, to frighten the widow Bache almoft out. of her life, 
or to employ the infamous printer of the Britith ambaflador’s gazette 
to write baudry paragraphs againit her? 

sth. Whether is it abfolutely neceflary to ftab a man through the 
heart, becaufe—he looks pale ? , 

Nota bene. Old officers afirm, that when a regiment. marches to an 
engagement, one half of the braveft men in the ranks look pale. When 
Henry tie’ Gare of France heard that his miftrefs had almoft got 
her coach overfet, Sul ly fays that the King looked pale! and yet he was 
a prince whole bravery bordered upon madnefs. By the Traxtonian: 
cod* of difcipline, Sully fhould have run_him through. 

While thefe fcenes of authorifed outrage and murther HEC bes. 
fore our eyes, it is trifling to poe of gunpowder plots, or Sicilian vef- 
pers. In the midft of fuch doings, Mr. Adams demands implicit con- 
fidence, and certain republican writers affe to give him the utmoft 
credit for the purity of his intentions.. We have the greateft reafon to 
ats that the prefent adminiftration are equally defirous of a French 
an-ot acivil war; and on this account, ay Ape man will re- 
fulc to give them an atom of his confidence. The whole New-Englang, 
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fy fiem rufhes diredlly towards the eftablifliment of an immenfe: handing 
army, the augmentation of an immenfe public debt, and the foundation 
of an abfolute monarchy. 
Thus of an invafion from Fr ance, and from the moon, there is at 
prefent an equal danver. America might as well mufter atmies to re= 
pela planetary attack as one from France. But every man of fente per- 
ceived from the beginning, what every fool fees now, that the whole 
plan of a ftandine army was, as Mr. Gallatin, has obferved,*in con- 
grefs, to fupport the views of 4 party. This opinion has been fated in 
that aflembly with the utmoft plainne{s; and it feems hard if we muft 
give our fervants fix dollars per day to fay for us what we dare not say 
for ouselves. 

It ig all a farce to fpeak of a free ele&tion for the next president. 
This military inftitution is to coft we know not how many millions of 
dollars per annum. By fuch means the continent is to be filled with 
officers who, by a very fingular ftile of writing, hold their commifhons, 
not during good behaviour, but during tbe picasure of the president? 
Thefe gentlemen muft be apprehentive | that they would infiantly be 
turned off, on the leaft fufpicion of their being attached to Mr. Jeffer- 
fon, of their wifhing for the freedom of the oh ceue kings,’ or for the 
independence of the “American prefs. Hence, at the eledtion of OAo- 
ber, 1800, the ftock-jobbing faCtion are to graip the national ONG 
With an expenditure of fifteen millions of dollars per annum. ‘They 
may brandifh the national force, confifting of twenty, thirty, or fifty 
thoufand ferewed' bayonets; if as many adventurers can be found, be- 
tween Nova-Scotia, and Eaft-Florida, between the Chefapeake,. and 
the Natchez, who are willing to fell themfelves for fixty dollars a year. 
Such is the profpect before us! But fo long as truth fhall ftru gole for 
exiftence, let us determine to exert the (ablin ne right of THINKING} 
ere yet republican principles fhall have funk into the chafm which is 
burftine beneath them; ere yet American oerhy fhall have vented her 
laft groan of expiration. 

- “Between fuch an cy and fuch a prefident, we are’likely to have am 
excellent presidential election! The laft affair was, in-many refpe&s, 
4nfamous, and more than fufficiently infamous. The next will infalli- 
bly be ten thoufand times more difgraceful. 
It was eafy to fee, from the commencement of the conftitution, that 
the Prefident would terminate ina Monarch. Hear upon this fubjed, 
an author whofe publications, though fomewhat unpopular, place him 
in the firftrank of Britith hiftorians. “ If contrary to all probability,” 
fays he, the plan of a conftitution now (1787) in agitation in Ame- 
“rica, fhould really execute itfelf, then the prefiding officer will. be 
ans elected, ,as every fuch officer has been, ever since tbe wdoriel began, by 
© the mtricues and factions, and perhaps viclence of his own country- 
a% eee eis prefi: ding officer, whether the firft who is elected, or one 
* of his fucceffors, is immaterial, will naturally govern by that home 
- fiGtion, or that foreign king, who raifed him into eminence. “At 
“the end of the four years, it will be his and their intereft, that he 
% fhould not refign a power fo ufeful to both. And he ena inca 
* dictator, protector, or ftadtholder; that is to fay, the fervant will 
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« inf to beanie. mafter, and complain that bis rights are ied | 


¢ when he is invading those of otbers.’’* 

_ "Phus far Baron Dt nt rymple. His predi€tions are; at this moment; on 
he brink of completion. , Eyery Virginian who values his freedom 

fh ould prepare bimielf to theet the wort that may happen. He ftiould 

periegt himielf in. the ufe of a mufket with as much diligence ay thé 

devotee learns’ his catechilm. 

In wealth and population Virginia comtitutes at leaft a fixth part of 
the whole wnion.. T he federal government, and the intereft of the na- 
tional debt, coft, at this time, fifteen: milliohs of dollars per a 
Of that fum it follows that’ two millions and fivé hundred thoafan 
dollars fall to be'difcha irged by this land-of debts, by WSs the holders of 
flaves, by wretches who are nat fit to be citizens of a republic! This, 
Virginians! is the Gialea ef the New. England ariitocracy ; and yet: 
binots 2 yourfelves men are faid to exift, who Potts to be the tends of 
that exccrable fadtion. 

Call to mind the libraries of falfehood pr inted a again ft Mr. tay 
the Algerme fubfidy, the deferti ion of fifty Greta debe, 
fican feamen, the Fae iaa tn of your trade with Holland, the prohibi- 
tion of intercourfe with Franee, and the confequent fale of your tobac- 
£0 in Alexandria, for fix doHars and an half per hogfhead, ibe at: 

Bourdeaux it could have been fold for fifty. ‘Phink of tke blockade of, 
thé weftern lands, and of the thoufands of Tenneflee. citizens, driver 
from their farms in the midft of winter, by the flanding a army. Imagine 
that you feé your pregnant fhivering wife torn from your firefide by: 
thefe banditti; and delivered upon "the inow.f Having touched. by. 
thance upon’ this climax of atrocity, this mafterpiece cf the manceuvres 
of Jand-jobbing, I fhall fay nothing at prefent of fuch trifles as the 
Maryland forty thoufand pounds, fhe ten thoufand ftolen flaves, the 
contpiracies for led Bache’s office, and for dr: eeging John Swan- 
witk from his death bed.) But chee one queftion, Virginians! upoa, 
which I bee leave to make a folemn appeal to your fenfibility, and your 
underftanding. Is it fit that a commonwealth, containing an. hundred 
thoufand uy te famihes, fhould be dragooried arm tr ‘ampled, under foot, 
by libellers and robbers, by incendraries and execttioners. — his ; 
_» ‘Before eofidemning the harfhnefs of fuch language you muft enquire: 
whether the fads that have been {pecified in this volume are true, or 
otherwife. When you find them authentic; your candour will pardon 
‘an accidental warmth or afperity of expreffions Such a file is oftei 
necéflary for kindling a-fenfe of perfonal, or of national dangers To 


réufe a particular pation you mult affame its. appropriate language. 


“You cannot write a tragedy in the rhimes of Hudibras; nor defcribe: 
the miftrefs of Catullus in the Hexameters of Buchanan, You cannot, 
aad ¢ 

NOTES. | 
_ * Dalrymple's Memoirs of Great-Britain, and Ireland, ‘Volume ade 
Appendix, No. 2d. 
+ The precise sum cannever be stated, because in general the expens 
diture goes far beyond the estimate. 


Fa be particulars of this horrible trqnsaction must be deferred unt @ 


fhe nex1 volumes 


PROSP ECT BEFORE US. 89 
ia ae Se page, combine the sinc eth ufiafm, the Been grand leur, 
the perfei compofition of Demolthenes, with the captivating fim; plic.« = 
ty of Xenophon, or the initructive loquacity of Plutarch. 


Chet Pit ieee aoe ee 


An answer to the late counter at ddress from the minority of the House of 
Delegates of Virginia. 


~ ON January ath, 1799) the houfe of Sidlegathe of Vir irginia, ie i 
hundred and three votes againft fifty eight, agreed to certain refolu- 
tions, wherein they Bender a ftanding army as unneceflary. Thefe. 
refolutions pafled through the fenate by eleven votes againtt five.—. 
On January 22d, the aflembly likewife framed an ad eorere to their con- 
ftituents. They caufed it to be publifhed at the expence of the flates, 
This paper contains a comprehenfive cenfure of the federal government. 
Several delegates who had voted for the refolutions agai int a handing. 
army, oppofed this meafure of an addrefs to the people, as unprecedent-~ 
edand improper. Hence, it was only carried in their houfe, by eighty 
votes againft fifty eight. Of the fenate, eleven voted for, and five 
againft “it. Thefe latter proceedings of the aflembly deferve a more 
particular explanation. 

A mortien had been previoully made in ‘the houfe of det legates for 
deferring the further confideration of this addrefs to the people, untik> 
the 16th of March following. ‘This delay would have amounted to a 
poftponement for that feffion. The motion had almoft fucceeded ; for 
it was rejected only by feventy nine votes againft fixty two... 

THE minority then produced acounter.addrefs. They propofed that 
it fhould be pu blifhed at the expence of the flate, along with the addrefy. 
of the majority. Their motion was rejected by ninety two votes avaintk 
forty two. The greatnefs of this majority does not reflect much {plen-, 
dor on the judgment or confiftency of fome of its members. Sixty two 
delegates had juft before voted for a delay that would have extinguilha 
eil the addrefs itfelf. But if they were thus difpoted to put an entire 
end to it, they certainly had little confidence in its contents. They 
mui have regarded this addrefs to the people, as a performance of very 
gueftionable merit. On that account, the minority of fixty two fhould. 
have unanimoufly. voted for the joint publication of the counter addrefsy. 
‘as a kind of antidote to what they confidered as the dangerous dodtrines 
of the addrefs itfelf.  Inftead of this, only forty two voted for the joint 
publication of the two, papers. . This refembles an inconfiftency in thofe, 
miembets who deferted the minority. You firft vote that a paper is 
dangerous and ought not to be publifhed, which was the meaning of the 
poftponement, until the 16th of March. You then declare that, finee. 
the poifon must be diftributed, it fall Zo into the world without the an- 
tidote ! . Vs 

As an excufe for the fugitives. Fei the minority, it may be alledg- 
ed, that although they ‘difapproved of the addrefs, yet they held the, 
éounter addrefs in ten-fold reprobation ; that they re ogarded the anti- 
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a 


dote as more dangerous than the poifon; that they thofe rather to fee 


the contagion of diicontentment ipread than to check it by fo defperate 


a remedy. | : 

‘luis vindication vanifhes from before us. The third gueftion being 
put in the houle of delegates, the addrefs itfelf paffed, as above ftated; 
by eighty vetes againft fifty eight ; and the latter number immediately 
fubfcribed and publifhed the counter addrefs in a handbill,* and in the 
hewlpaperss Now, if it was proper, as fifty eight members thought it; 
to circulate the counter addrets by itfelf, it was undoubtedly as defen- 
fible to print it along with the addrefs to which it was to be oppoted ; 
yet of thefe two points, which both refted on the very same principle, 


hity eight members fupported the feparate publication ; and yet only 
forty two voted for the joint publication. This involves a gross con 
tradiciion., All thefe votes were taken, and the addrefs was agreed to 


by the delegates, upon the before mentioned 22d of January, 1799. The 
fenate pailed it on the following day. ° 

‘he retufal of the majority to,publifh the counter addrefs, provoked, 
of ccurle, the {pirit of contradi€tion: The piece was circulated with 
that chearful aud vigorous induftry which arites from the firm expecia- 


tion that its efforts will meet witha generous reward. In this refpet, 


the ariftocracy poflefs a great and perinahent advantage. ‘The federal 
government has an extenfive patronage ; and its boufities are referved 
ginia has almoft nothing to beftow. Even the falaries of the governor 
and of the executive council, prefent no temptation to men of jnde« 
pendent fortunes, and of perfonal talents. The latter efpecially are 


inuch lefs ‘than they fhould be. This is one reafon why fuch fituations 
have fometimes been fo indifferently filled. A chief magiftrate of Vir= 
ginia has more than once aéed rather like the humble viceroy of the 
federal government than as the firft citizen of a powerful republic.— 
Authority cannot long fupport itfelf when it has loft the right of con- 


ferring bencfits. This is, at prefent, almoft exaCily the cafe with the 


ailembly of Virginia. In the courfe that matters have now taken, a 


few years will moft likely, reduce that body to as much infignificance a8 


the cortes of Caftile, ot the fenate of Ruffiae One of the beft methods 


for averting this ignominy is to raife the falaries of executive officers. 
They will then find it their intereft to cultivate more heartily the ap- 


probatioti of their conftituents: By receiving at home a fuitable res 


ward tor their fervices, they will have the greater chance to be deterred 


from repairing to the federal market: It is not worth while for any 


country gentleman to quit his refidence, and become a member of thé 
- executive council at Richmond, for the fake of eight hundred and thir- 
ty three dollars a years The intereft of Virginia, and the views of the 
general government have already been at variance :+ and if the execu- 
—— + ae 
i Pita AN Gainie os 
* In the first set of band-bills, this paper, with a view to impose ups 


on the publie, bore the following ufurped title, “The Address of the 


& General Assembly,” &c. 


| For example, see the late get of congress probibiting intersoursé. 


with Frances 


for its moft active partizans. On the contrary, the aflembly of Vir- 


mag 3" 
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‘five itaces fhall ever feel a difpofition to be evouble tothe | to a federal 
nrefident, he will endeavor to purchafe a major ity of the members.— 
The prefent {cantinefs of their talaries mutt be fure to promote his pro- 

Breas 
We return to the counter addrefs.. Befides its circulation in this 

ftate, an edition was pr inted at Philadelphia for gratuitous diftr ibution, 

and it is faid to have confifted of ten thonfand copies. All this gives 
to the counter addrefs an air of importance, The defign of this, and 
the two fucceeding chapters, is to examine its arguments, and expole 
its fallacies. The tafk will not be difficult. Ore minority have {por- 
ted an immenfe number of affertions, for which they did not, and could, 
not give one {park of proof. They fay nothing to the public, but what. 
they had previoufly faid in the houfe of delezates. heir arguments 
failed with the latter ; i and when fairly explained, they muft alfo fail, 
with the former.” | 

A GRxEar part of this addrefs confifts Sh truths ai od ine acknow- 
ledged, and which, therefore, I fhall not contradi&. Thus the minor- 
ity fay that “ War is a ftate of mental ire,’—that the fallibility of 

‘¢ man prohibits the hope of perfection, i in his works 3 and that “the 

*¢ beft rule for freemen to adopt, in the opinion of our ancestors,* was 

“that which inculcates obedience to laws enacted by a majority of 

“ fun@ionaries appointed by the people.’ The infertion of fuch trite 

maxims can only be defigned to make an unwary reader imagine that 

their operation turns in fae of the minority ; and that the addrefs of 
the majority ftands in oppofition to them. When a public fpeaker de- 

livers a number of particulars which are known to be true, he frands a 


better chance for beings ‘believed, when he covertly introduces ‘one 


which is falfe, The general truths that are fo’ plentifully feattered 
through the counter addrefs are like a bag-full of good dollars, in the 
midit ng which their owner endeavours to pafs off a number of bad ones. 
This artifice of the minority is very ftale, both in converfation and 
compofition. It merits no farther notice in this place. 
Tux counter addrefs is introduced by a preamble that begins thus : 
¢ the awful crifis, which has arrived, mutt be felt -by us all.” ‘Fo this 
the majority of delegates will agree ; for they. feel, and very diftinGly,. 
a} 
NOTES. 
* This ts a strange phrase, as used here ; forthe next sentence shows 
that, in this place, the minority are referring to the authors of the fede- 


ral constitution. This very counter address was presented by general. 


_ Lee, who was a member of the convention of Virginia which adonied tng ; 


new system ; so that the general himself is one (fl ris own ancestors {. 

+ As a general rule, this doctrine is excellent ebut it may be over: 
stretched. The sole use for a constitution ts, to “pred ent the temporary 
violence of a factious majority. Inthe midst of profound peace, four 
jifihs of the citizens of Athens once formed a sudden conspiracy against 
the remainder, seized them, and actually sold them as slaves. os mic he 
fora majority | When congress pass laws in direct breach of the consti~ 
tution, and such a case is poflible, they are not legislators, but usurpers s 
and were both houses unanimous to the last man, this would ne of lesseis 
the magnitude of their guilt, or the danger of the precedent. OM ie 
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th e dire& tax of two millions of dollars, the ftamp duty, the exorbitant 
Gntereft of e} ight per cent. for the prefent loan of five millions, and the 
prohibition of printing what the upper fervants of the nation diflikes 
We perceive other fvmptoms of ati awful crifis. For inflance, on Des 
. cember 24th, 1798, Mr. M’Henry made a report to the prefident, and 
Mr. Adamis, in a fpecial meflage, recommended it to the confideration 
of congrefs, “In that paper the fecretary has thefe words : “ to be oft 
& fate « grotnd, dur preparations and CUR Pies ought | to contemplate an 
““ army of fifty thousand ten’ 23. -: 

On'a reaionableettiniate from the pheient expences of three Heeana, 
the larger body would coft'forty, or perhaps fifty millicns of dellars a 
year. TPE wa vzes of their labour as, tradefmen, or farmers, and the 
profit of thofe who might be fuppoted to hire thele fifty’ thoufand men 
‘as labourers, when taken together, would come to at leaft forty or Atty 

millions more. Add to all this, the’ monftrous expence of the recruit- 
ing fervice, the pus of tents, of horfes, and of waggons, which are ef 
fensial in the outlet of a military eftablifhment. Y ou will then fee that 
an hundred millions of dollars would hardly defray the aCtual lofs to the 
country, that muit be incurred by the very firft year of this army. In 
the fecond year, matters would be inpmaaely worle. No money could 
by that time,’ be borrowed, at any intere{t. Congreds, might attempt 
to ifue paper coy as tliey did during the revolution ; ; but the 
people have al reac'y been caught in that trap; and the ftratagem can 
hardly be repeated. When'a fecretary at war throws out fuch terrible 


intimations, the majority mault acknowledge that this is an awful 
~ ; ; i 
CHISTS | 


In a letter to congrefs, dated December 29th, 1798, Mr. Stoddert' 


recommends a navy, the charge of which no man can foretell, with any 


fort of exaGivefs. In Europe, it bas been computed that one man in 


the navy cofts as much as four in the army.* ‘The ftile of Mr. Stod- 


cert is terror itfelf.: He obferves that this eflablifhment may be ne- 
céflary for preferving che general government. ‘© W héther,” fays he, 
“the union ofall the ftates can long be preferved without ? is a quef- 


fon which merits the moft ferious ¢onfideration.” » | 

ee fecrétary of the navy here fpeaks like an honeftman. He a pee 
not refort to the hobgoblin ofa French invalion, as an apology for this 
Gees mlets eulph of expenditure. He boldly fays that the new feven- 
ty fours will foon, perl iaps, be neceflary at home. ‘They will be.necef< 
i “y [mar k his words !] fer preferving ‘the union of all the flates.” 
Tt is impefh ible to tell us R plainer terms that‘we ayé difpofed to be 
rebels, and that we {lisll nee pone flaves. All this indicates, un- 
doubtedly, an awiul crifis ; but th e danger feems to commence among 
curielves. 

“A NUMBER of Americans imagine that the Britith eon does not 
underftand the trué principles of f tiher tye But no Britifh fecretary of 
the navy ite have ventured npon language like that of Benjamin Stode 
dert. Suppole that Pitt, all po aor as he’is, were to come down to 
the houfe of commons, and to inform them that he wanted twelve addi- 
S ——e +o n 

NOTE. 
Sir Foon Da! nae s Memoirs 0} iGregt Britain and Trelandh 
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tional dhips of the line. ‘ They may foon be required,” fays he, “not 


ao to engage the French or Dutch, but to block up the Thames and the 
“Severn, to burn Whitehaven, or to bombard Brifto].” On hearing 


of fuch an harangue, the eon of England would look upon their pre- 


wuicr as only fit for Bedlam, or the block. 


Ix the alarm of fummer, 1798, which fucceeded the publication of 


the bribery Perth, fome field anne of the militia of Bath county 


predented an addrefs to Mr. Adams. His anfwer is dated July arf, 
‘and it fhews that the prefe nt crifisis indeed awful. ‘* More deoiits 


‘upon Vir ginia,”” fays he, ‘‘ in the prefent moment, than fhe may be 


‘aware of. It depends upon HER to fay whether this country has in it 


** @ faction to crush, a faction to be bumbled in bust and asuxEs, before 
* the indignant frowns of their pa infulted and offended country.” 


HERE the gueftion arifes of whom does this faction confift? The 
friends of Mr. Jefferfon are unqyeftionably the firft and moft promi- 
nent objects of indignation. The provocation was indeed very great. 
They wanted to exclude Mr. Adams from twenty five thoufand dol- 
lars a year, and from acting a part, though but an huimble one, in the 
hopeful combination againft France. Such an example of vengeance 
as that here panounced, would indeed be felt dy us all ; and while the 


_ prefident has fchemes like this in agitation, we cannot fail to be alarm- 


ed at the profpect before us. | 
' Bur if we look to Europe there is nothing fo terrible in the ie 
appearance of American affairs. |The prefident himfelf confefles that 
France has made fatisfatory pr epofals for peace. The marine of the 
republic is, for the p relent, almoft ruined. By land, French armies 
have been, for fome time fully matched, both in Tah. and upon the 
German frontier. With fo much work upon hand, the republic has 
not leifure, even if fhe had inclination, for a war with the United 
PENA 

iy January, 1799, it was barely poflible that an American of com- 
mon fenle might apt prehend an invafion of this country by a French ar- 
my. At ae ena fuch fears are extinguifhed. On the 7th of June fait, 
Mr. Windbam ey Sains in the Britith houfe of commons, that 


the French monarchy mus Peer. Mr. Pitt faid fomething to, the 


fame effect. oe le Ene gla or {peaks in this ftile, it is the height of im- 
pofture to fubjet the United States to the expence and infolence ofa 
ftanding army, under the pretended fear of a French invafion. This 
eflablifimedit affords an e excule f for afking large fums of money. ‘The 
new levies are, with a very few Seo ions, as Ciforderly, and as much 
detefted i in the middle ftates, as the old ftanding army has eae been, 
upon the frontiers cf ‘Tenneffee and of Georgia. The awful crifis,’ 
therefore, to which the minority of delegates refer, does not confit in 
the mee pee ity of an attack from France, but in the defperate ambition 
of a domeftic fadiion. One principal ufe of the fan tele army, proves 
to be, to bully republican newfprinters. Another is to promote the 
intereft of Mr. Adams, at the next eleGtion for prefident, by the diftri- 
bution of military commiffions. ‘This matter is very well etiGod: 
At the laft Maryland eleGtion for congrefs, Gabriel Chriftie, the repub- 
lican candidate, loft feveral votes in that ay Promifes of eecment 
were made to fome of his friends, and each f thele had ar round him, a 


, 
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"petty circle of followers. But the actual gift of commiffions was kept 
‘pack until the eleion fhould be over, that the wing's of hope might ex-: 
-pand themfelves as widely a3 pofite. This example is only one out 
‘ofnumbers. The prodigious fums of money requifite for fupporting 
an army, and a navy, prefent inexhauftible fources of patronage and of 
plunder. Such eftablifhments muft of courfe, plunge the United States 
into all the corruptions of a British monarchy. 

For thefe and other reafons, the aflembly of Virginia refolved “ that 
' our fecurity from invafion, and the force of our militia, render a 
“ flanding army unnecessary.” They were juftly of opinion that the 
prefent danger does not confi in the military, force of any foreign na- 
‘tion. They confidered the fole danger as arifing ‘from the numerous 
breaches of the federal conftitution, to which they have been witnefles, 
from the endlefs demands for money to fupport armies and navies, for 
which they cannot perceive an honeft neceffi ity , from the multiplication 

and enormous expence of foreign embafiies, fv sch as thofe to Pruffia and 
r urkey. The majority obferve with deteftation the growing Toad of. 
finecure offices, fuch as thofe of commiffioners at eight dollars per day, 
exclufive of travelling expences, for treating with Indians. They are 
fhocked at the fwarm of incendiary newfpapers, profededly patronized 
by government, and which tend only to dcbeive. éxafperate and’ divide 
the people. The majority feel not alarm for invahon by French fleets, 
which are blocked up, chafed or deftroyed. They fear not devaftation 
from French armies; but they feel deep and permanent appr ehenfions 
from the gigantic ftrides of domeftic defpotifm, from the factious and’ 
infolent charg es given to grand juries, from the military riots, and op~ 
prefiive profecy tons excited againft independent newfprinters. They 
lien with horror to the fentence fo ftrangely pronounced, and fo ty- 
rannically executed upon one of the members of congrefs ; becaufe 
this citizen faid that he wonld not fupport the prefent ‘adminiftration, 
when he confidered it as ecting wrong. They regard Mr. Lyon’s trial 
as a poft{cript, to that of John Hampden. In His perfonal fofferings, 
they contemplate the pre elude of their own. 

On this head it may farther be obferved that no fuch indignity or. 
eutrage, has béen perpetrated upon a member of an Englith houte of: 
commons, fince the reign of Charles the firft; and that fimilar a€ts of 
violence were the very worlt meafures of that exetrable tyrant. Yet; 

the republican party in conerefs did not venture to take the fmalleft 

official notice of this infult upon their body. Their abje@ filence pla- 
ces them upon a level with the parliaments of the fixteenth centurye 
England has not, for the lafttwo hundred years, been difgraced by 
the mecting of any legiflature that without remonftrance, would have 
crammed eh cld-ciion, Pie the veal that Mie Sheridan fhall write 
a letter to a friend, wherein he declares that hé will not {upport an Eng- 
lith minifiry when he confiders their meafures as culpable. An Eng- 
“difh attorney general durft not found an indi@ment upon fuch a letter ; 
nor does England contain twelve men who durft find Mr. Sheridan cuil- 
ty- ‘The dumb fubmifiion of the American minority was to the laft 
degree defpicable. - It amounted, upon their part, to a ratification of 
the fentenee. , 

Ox this miferable emergency, there’ was juft. one member of Ccon- 


¢ 
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prefs, and not a second, who behaved with Spartan firmnefs and dignity= 
Stevens Thomfon Maton came inftantly and fingly forward to ftigma- 
tize the deformity and tyranny of Patterfon’s decifion. The approbaé 
tion which Mr. Adams has beftowed upon this a& ef defpotifm pre- 
fents, of itfelf, a cogent reafon for difcharging him from an office which 
both his paflions and his judgment, both his pradtice and his principles, . 
have fo exceedingly difgraced: If fenfe and truth are criminal, the 
whole offences of Mr. Lyon taken together, do not approach to the 
guilt of general Mafon’s admirable letter. If government had pre- 
tended to confiftency, the fenator of Virginia fhould have been’ profes 
cuted as well as the reprefentative of Vermont. 

__ Tus preamble to the counter addrefs of the minority betrays the gen. 
mine ipirit of the feditionad. After {tating the awfulnefs of the crifis, 
this party cendenin the aflembly for having publifhed their appeal tothe — 
citizens of Virginia. They fay that this meafure is “ outraging the. 
* rules of the legiflature, and derogating from the difcernment of their 
“ conftituents, by a laboured detail of the reafons which induééd the 
* legiflative adoption of the refolutions.” All this is dire@ly the re- 
verie'of the plaineft common fenfe. By an exprefs appeal to the people, 
the majority paid the higheft compliment to popular difcernment. In. 
effect, they {peak thus : “fellow citizens! you defired' us to pals laws | 
“foryou, Butthe times are critical ; and we are anxious to make 
‘ you as well acquainted as poffible with your own bufinefs. For that 
‘ end, we publifh a fummary of our opinions ; and we fubmit them to . 
** your fuperior judgment.” 

_ The minority defire, it feems, to flop up the ears, as their friends have 
already tried to. muzzle the lips of mankind. They wilh, but vainly. 
wilh, to reduce a lively and intelligent people to the gloomy filence of 
am oriental haram. ‘The minority here advance the old and deteftable . 
doctrine of concealment, by which, from April 1789, till December 
4796, the fenate of congrefs kept their doors bolted. 

The minority commence their counter-appeal with a fuperficial and 
partial review of the hittory of the federal government. It would be | 
endlefs to centradit every mifreprefentation which they make. But 
a few leading paflages {hall be extraGied and examined. Of the nota- 
ble proclamation of neutrality, the minority {peak in the following lefty 
file. | | 

‘¢ Tux prefident of the United States, a citizen the moft tried, and 
“ the moft beloved, weighing all the difficulties to which our relation to. 
* the belligerent powers expofed us, promulgated by proclamation the ex- 
“ ifting {tate of things, and warned his fellow citizens of the pernicious 
* confequences which would follow the dereli€tion of their neutral 
* condition. An adherence to this fituation was enjoined by law, and 
*¢ approved by the general plaudits of our country.”’ 

Tuts proclamation has been defended on the moft abfurd grounds. 
It was a meafure of the greateft importance. Jt was the feed-bed from 
which hath fprung the fucceeding harveft of our maritime misfortunes, . 
I fhall,on that accozint, endeavour to plaee the tranfation in a clear and 
convincing point of view. This paper was publifhed by Mr. Wafhing- | 
ton, on April 22d, i793. It had thefe words: ‘ whofoever of the 
“ gitizens of the United States fhall render himfelf hable to punifha, 
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‘© ment, of forfeiture, under the law of nations, by commiting, aidingy. 
« or abetting hoftilities againft any of the faid powers, or by carrying to. 
‘any of them thofe articles, which are deemed contraband by the 
¢ modern ufage of nations, will not receive the protection of the Uni- 
“¢ ted States.” The prefident adds, that he had ordered the proper offi- 
cers to proiecute fuch offenders. sale en 
On this head, I fhallendeavour to prove three points. . - ©, 
First ; the proclamation broke through two exifting treaties with 
France. i ee 
Srconp ; it violated that very law of nations which it affected to 
defend. bh Mes ita salt Ys | : 
Tutrp ; admitting that this flep was in itfelf ftriGly proper, the pref= 
ident had not authority for taking ite aan on | 
I. I pecGin with the Frenchtreaties. By the eleventh article of the. 
defenfive alliance between France and. the United States, éach party 
guarantees to the other, their refpeClive dominions in America, as they. 
were to exift at the peace, which afterwards took place in1783. Hence,’ 
when the war of 1793 broke out between France and England, the re~ 
public was authorifed to demand the aid of this country, She did not. 
do fo; but {ill if individuals chofe to enlift in her fervice, it feemed, 
very hard to hinder them from doing as for themfelves, what the na- 
tion at large was legally bound to do. . : ee 
PaciFicus, alias Mr. Hamilton, defended the proclamation in a fe-_ 
yies of newfpaper effays. Nervelefs, drawling, fophiftical, he has fel= 
dom appeared to lefs advantage than in this perfermance. . He argued 
that America was not bound to fulfil her guarantee to France, becaufe. 
the treaty of alliance had been made with the king of France and his. 
fucceflors only, and of courfe expired with the monarchy. But this’ 
argument proved too much ; for by the fame reafoning, all the other 
treaties, or conventions with France, muft have perifhed at one time. 
Yet with the wildeft abfurdity, Mr. Hamilton, and his friends, com- 
plained of French perfidy ; whereas if America was not bound to eb- 
ferve her obligations towards France, it is equally clear that the diffolu-. 
tion muft have been reciprocal. In this flate of things, France was 
no longer bound in obligations towards America. If faith was mutu- 
ally extinguifhed, it was ridiculous for either party to upbraid the other 
with a breach of treaties, which had been buried under the ruins of the 
French throne. a | 
“Tur argument of Pacificus involves fuch extravaeant confequences, 
that it cannot be fupported. The federal government has always ac- 
knowledged the exiftence of the treaties with France. They were for- 
mally diffolved by an act of congrefs of the 7th of July, 1798. ; 
-A SECOND reafon was advanced by Mr. Hamilton for not fupport- 
ing the guarantee of the French dominions in America. He alledged 
that, in her war with England, the republic was the aggreffor. The 
affertion was utterly falfe ; but even if it had been true, this afforded 
no pretence for the United States to refufe their guarantee. The trea- 
ty is couched in pofitive terms, without one word of qualification, or 
exception. : 
‘Bur there was athird and fatisfaGiory reafon why the United Statés ©. 
were not bound te fulél this guarantees The republic did not require 
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the execution of it. . Yet the forbearance to enforce a right does not 
deftroy it. The American government itlelf being thus alae fipula- 
tions of the moft folemn nature to guarantee. the regch dominions in 
America, the proclamation of neutrality, in fo far as it relpedted France, 
Was ungracious, ungrateful, and ab Ganitially unjuft. "Lhis paper pro- 
hibited private citizens res enlifting in the fervice of the republic, al-. 
though the nation collectively was pledged to come into that fervice, if 
called upon for fuch a purpofe. 

Insreap of aflifiing Frarce,, America: did ie a moft effeadal mif- 
chief, by fupplying with provifions the Britifh colonies and armies in the 
Welt-Indies. Without fuch fupplies, théle armies and colonies could 
not poilibly have fubfifted; and famine would have made, England as 
pacific in 1793, as the fame caufe had rendered France in. 1748. This 
has been fully explained and eftablished in the hiftory of 1796. There 
is no other market, excepting ;the United States, 
-Britifh in the Welt- Indies can derive fubfiftence. 

Tue above oblervations eftablith this conelufion, that win the pr se 
ident prohibited private citizens from enlifting in the French fervicé, 
he violated the true intent and meaning of the treaty of alliance. His 
prohibition of cartying articles which are contraband by the modern 
usage of nations, was a breach equally palpable of the commercial trea- 
ty with France. This inftrumient had placed the commerce between 

that republic and the United States upon the moft free and liberal foot- 
ing. At acritical moment, Mr. Wafhington interpofed to break it 
up. I fhall not, under this firft head, examitie his conftitutional au- 
thori ity; becaule whether he acted fe himfelf alone, or by congrefs ~ 
colleSively, it muft have beema perfidious defertion. Let us now put 
the cafe that a French governor of Guadaloupe runs fhort of pow der, 
and that he is threatened with an attack from England. He has read 
the treaty between France and this country; and he difpatches a veffel - 
for ammunition to the United States. At this moft precious of all 
junaures; his agents are told that the treaty has been fufpended; that 
they cannot get leave to buy an ounce of i eal ; and that, -if any ci- 
-tizen fhall be dete&ted in fupplyine hee he will be profecuted by 
‘government. ai, a 

An American may arcade this a as much as ihe can. He may 
try to choak the honeft feelings of nature, and the indignant voice of 
common fenfe. But when an impartial obiervet inveftigates the pro- 
clamation of neutrality from this point of view, he cannot help regard-~ 
‘ing it ds ah aG of atrocious'treachery. The framers of the’ cominercial 
treaty had forefeen and provided for the poflibility of a war between 
France and: other powers of Europe/ The ftipulations on this head 
were as comprehenfive and accurate as the combined wifdom of France 
and America could maké them. - Infiead of leaving the inftrument to 
feel its own weight, and to reft upon its own bafis, Mr. Wafhington 
thruft himfelf into the midft of that folémn tranfaction, and plutiged a 
dagger through its heart. Ifthe obje& of the prefident. was to hold up 
this country to the abhorrence of France, and the contempt of Eng- 
land, he could not have devifed a more effeQual meafure’'than bis boaft- 
ed proclamation of neutrality. But long before this period, the cha- 
-raéyer of the American cabinet had begun to be undexftood. Webfter 
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and Fenio had railed at the French revolution from its very commenéés 

msut; and it was well known that they were the mere puppets of the 

f4Gion which then held and ftill continues to hold the reins of the'fe- 
eral government. s 

ll. Having explained the flagrant breach of the two French treaties, 
I proceed to prove the fecond point, to wit, that the prefident, by his 
proclamation of neutrality, dia not iupport the law of nations, but that 
he broke it. 

Ly the univerfal pratice of Europe, every private man is at Lberty 
to enlift himfelf in the military fervice of any foreign nation, previd- 
ing that be does not engage with a governinent which is at actual war 
with bis native country. In Europe, this truth is fo well eftablifhed 
that an attempt to prove it would, in that part of the world, be held 
as a very fuperfluous undertaking. An oppofite epimion has been main- 
tained in the United States. It has been affirmed that an American 
citizen, by entering into the French navy, brought his country inte 
the hazard of awar with England, Spain,:and Holland. That this 
wild opinion may never be flarted again, attention is requefted to the 
following fadiss . | 

‘he Swifs have been in the habit, for feveral centuries, of hiring 


out their troops to any foreign power, and this cuftom has never em = 


broiled them with their neighbours. In the reign of Charles the fifth, 
the cantons had, upon one occalion, troops in the fervice of the two 
oppolite armies of the emperor and the king of France, both at the fame 
time. Yet this did not produce a quarrel with either party. On the 
contrary, they were courted. If the Swifs cantons might hire ten 
thoufand men to. France without offending a nation at war with her, 
afluredly the United States of America may do the fame thing, unlefs 
our national independence is of a nature inferior to theirs. For feveral 
ages, the kings of France maintained a body of Scots guards; but this 
was never held up as the pretence for an Enghth declaration of war 
againft Scotland. The king of Piuffia relates that, on fucceeding his 


father, he found a ftanding army of feventy eight thoufand troops, of 


whom one third were foreigners. It would have been a flrange affair 
if an Auftrian court martial had attempted to hang every Saxon, Pole, 
or Frenchman, who might be found among Pruffian prifoners.s It 
‘would have been yet more furprifing, if the capture of fuch periens had 
been made the balis of a war between a German emiperor and a Saxon 
electors 

In the war of 1767, between Turkey and Ruffia, England was at 


peace with both of thefe governments; yet fhe permitted Elphinftone, — 


a Scots officer, to command the Ruffian fleet, which attacked the 
Archipelaco. He was accompanied by other Britifh journeymen 
butchers; and fmall progrefs could have been made without them.’ In 
the late war between Ruffia and Sweden, Greig, a fecond Scotfman, 
was at the head of the Ruffian navy; while fir Sydney Smith ferved on 
-board of the Swedifh fleet, and, for his bravery, was knighted by the 
kine of Sweden. During the latter of thefe two wars, England was 
-enthe point of attacking Ruflia. She didnot, however, attempt to 
recall Greig; nor did either Sweden or Turkey aile& to complain of 
England, for permitting Elphinftone and Greig fucceflively to coms 
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mand and to conquer.’ It iwas not underfiood that thefe officers, by 
eutering into foreign fervice, forfeited any part of their rights, as fub- 
jets of Britain. While a Scotiman was attempting to force the pal- 
fase of the Dardanelles, Baron de ‘Vott, a French ambaflador, was 
teaching the Turks how to defend them. When Fayette, Pulafki, and 
baron Steuben, fought for the United States, nobody fuppofed that 
fuch petty circumflances yave Britain a right of declaring war agaimft 
France, Poland, or Pruffia, At this rate, and with the pureft and 
moft amicable intentions, there is not a nation upon earth which could 
be certain of living in peace, even for a fingle day. Any vagabond 
difpofed to cut throats, could, upon this do@rine, involve his country 
inthe rifk of a foreign war. The twenty firfl article of the treaty of 
cogimerce between France and America prohibits an American from 
taking a commiffion of Jetters of marque in the fervice of a third power, 
to cruife againft France. ‘The fame prohibition with regard to Ame- 
rican commerce is impofed upon the French. But no reftraint is at- 
tempted as to the admiffion inte navies and armies; nor, except-as to 
captains, even in the manning of privateers. ae 

It is needlefs to multiply farther evidences of the abfurdity of the 
prefident?s manifefto, in fo faras it refpe€is the law of nations. 4ts 
principle has been expreisly. negatived by an American lawyer ‘of the 
firfkeminence. ‘¢ Neither the laws ef nations,” fays Mr. Dallas, “ nor. 
8 vast municipal conftitution, and laws,,prohibited our citizens from 
¢ going to. another country, and there, either for the fake of honor, 
“\ reward, or inftruGtion, ferving in a foreign navy or army.’’* 

Tur fadts above recited, prove, beyond. all contradiGtion, that, by 
the’practice of nations, an American failor might have entered into_ 
the French navy without incurring any penalty or forfeiture. If the 
kine of Sweden had made a prifoner of Greig, he would not have at- 
tempted to punith that officer asa traitor. If the Ruffians had taken 
Smith, he would have been as well treated, as if he had been a native 
of Sweden. If-count Saxe had been captured at Fontenoy, or marfhal 
Keith at Hochkirchen, it is not fufpected that the one would have 
been punifhed for treafon; as a Pole, or the other as a Scotiman., Such 
abfirdities were referved for the corrupted heart and the hardened front 
of Mr. Wathington’s preceptor. 
_. Tue proclamation of neutrality does not, therefore, deferve that 
title. It wasia proclamation of ignorance and pufillanimity. This’ 
impudent lampoon told the whole world,that the federal government re- 
fufed to its citizens that freedom of adventure, and that-latitude of. 
protection, which erz granted by every other government to the perfons 
who live under its authority. It was at.once diverting and melanchos 
ly to hear an’ American prefident advertifing that he would profecute 
his fellow citizens for breaking the {muggling laws of foreign nations. 
He might have left that tafk to thofe nations ‘themielves, 

Tue clamour of applaufe which met, this proclamation, arofe from. 
pacific motives. But it betrayed in fome people the ardour of their 
attachment to England, and.in others their total unacguaintance with, 
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‘the wfiges of ‘Europe. Phe paper might have been defenfible, if at 
had aimed only to binder large bodies. of armed men trom aftembling, 
withia the United Stat eS; with a defign tor attack St. Domingo, of 
Canada. If admiral Greig’ had bought ; a fhip of tlie line at Port {monthy 
and if he had beat up for fiilors to man her; with the proteifed debgn 
of bombarding Gottenburg, the Swedith-envoy at Londen would have 
interpoled. and | his operations muft have been it topt. But the pretident 
went inuch farther. He ftruck at the inviolable right of emigration 
poffetied by inc dividuals. A few weeks after the appedratice of hisamax 
nifefto, Gideon Henfeld, and John Sty lenaty, two’ American marie 
ners, ‘were arrefted in ibe De ‘laware, on board of a French privateers 
They had entered’ as officers with her captain, Genet complained: 
Mr. Randolph, then attorney general rep} lied. He faidy that Henfietd 
had, by this enliftiient, vidlated:”a as far as in him day, the treaties: ‘of 
peace between Spain, England, Holland and Anterica. Singletary 
ftood on the feme ground. »° Unaueftionably, the brite general did 
not exprefs'| hisreal opinion; but‘like other lawyers, he was obligied to 
do his beft for his client.‘ In the fame manner’the name ‘of Mr. Jef 
ferfon, as fecretary of ftate, ‘appéars “at the bottom of the proclamati- 
on of neutrality; but we muft not from thence infer that ‘he approved. of 
it.’ He was as anxious as any nian’ could be to preierve the peace of 
his country; but he did ‘not believe that this proclamation was the pro- 
per way for‘its fecurity. ’ The fequel has jultified his opinions © 
he French fervice, excited much indignation.” ‘Phe fervices of Francé, 
uring the laft war, were not’ yet forgotten. Many perfons who had, 
ypon theory, approved of the proclamation, could not bear to think in 
its being deduiced to pradiice. Henfield was foot after tried ’at Phila- 
ae iphias The day of his trial was a day a fufpence and folicitude to 
the citizens. T'o the great mortification of the court, andthe arifto- 
crats, he was acquitted by the jury. Their verdict fovined a fource of 
very general exntetion: Se wes, not long: ‘afters ‘difmified 
without farther notice.) 7” no tke s ah 
nEE Te bas now been afcertained that this seth aaaOhe ree our 
eaties with France, ‘and that it violated the natural and’ indefeafible 
rights of mankind, as well as the practiée and the'law of nations. ‘The 
third objection to its Jégality, is that the prcncer had no tithe to in- 
Letlere with the queflion. le was only his bufinefs ‘to"have affembled 
congreis. The proclamation 2 amounted to a right of fufpending trea- 
ties, aud there isnot a word in ‘the conftinition which entyufts the pres 
fident with that power.” Neither has it gtven him authority for defi: 
ing what are the rights ofa citizen with: refped “to enliftment 1 an the 
fervice of a foreign nations! ne ae es 
THE quibbling flilé ih which Mr. Wathington himfelf fpoke of this 
proclamation, difcovered that he was enters of having exceeded his 
lawful powers. ‘In Decémbet,’ 1793, congrefs met, and he mentions 
the proclamation in the following remarkable terms. ‘* It seemed. 
e therefore to be my duty, to admonifh our citizens of the confequence 
“© of a contraband trade, and of hoftile ats to any of the parties; and 
* to obtain. by a declaration of the exifting legal ftate of things, an 


Vee easier admission of our rights to cu eee beet e our 


iHE propofal to punifh an American citizen for having entered into. 
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® fituation. Under thefe impreffions, the proclamation, which will 
& -be laid before you, was iffued. | : 
** In this pofture of affairs, both new and delicate, I refolved to adopt 
“ weneral rules, which fhould conform to the treaties, and affert the 
“ privileges of the United States.” 
Atmost. every tentence of this whole fpeech deferves contradidiion ; 
but we fhall principally confine ourlelves to the above paflage. 
Tu applaufe with which the proclamation met, arole from the com- 
mendable deflire of preferving peace ; but this applaufe betrayed the 
ftriking unacquaintance of the people at large, with regard to the ex- 
iting practice of the laws of nations in Europe. America was induf- 
trioufly deceived into the belief that this proclamation was’ infallibly 
to preventa foreign ware As for the consequences of a contraband trade, 
the fequel hath fhewn that the prefident was egregioufly wrong in his 
inferences. France and England have feized many hundreds of Amer- 
ican fhips upon an accufation of fmuggling ; but it has never been 
fufpeted, that thefe nations would confider this intrufion as a 
pretence for regular hoftilities. If a fmugegling veffel fhall be arm- 
ed in the United States for the purpofe of forcitg an illicit trade with 
France, or the Britifh empire, any other.nation which thinks itfelf ag- 
grieved will capture and confifcate her. But if the equipment has been 
made without affifiance from the federal government, the latter cannot 
be confidered as, in any fhape, accountable for fuch proceedings. 
Wiru refpec&t to the hostile acts of which Mr. Wafhington has alfo 
taken notice, and which, as he fancies, might produce a foreign war, 
this is another topmaft of abfurdity. Te enlistment of the individuals 
of a neutral nation in the serviee of any belligerent power is a practice 
univerfally admitted and authorifed. The court of London, with all 
its matchless intrepidity of face,* could hardly complain of a cuftom in- 
dulged in every part of Europe. But this point I have already fixed 
by a feries of facts that fuperfede the ‘need of all farther reafoning. 
- [Tur prefident then mentions to congrefs the proclamation, as fitted 
for obtaining’** an ¢asier admission of our rights to the immunities be- 
“longing to our fituation.” We have obtained juft fuch an admis- 
sion as might have been expected. The flagrant, unprovoked and 
precipitate defertion of France produced its natural and defery ed con- 
fequences. Hiftory does not record, and imagination cannot invent @ 
more complete and finifhed picture of maritimeignominy than that which 


America has, for the laft {ix years, exhibited to the pity and the fcorn 


of Europe. During that whole time, our ariftocracy have been mar 
king awkward but humble advances for admifiion to habits of con- 
fidence with the kings of Europe. This far-famed manifefto was lke 
the firft flep in that minuet of humility. The Britith and ftock-jobbing 
faction well knéw that they could nat, for any confiderable time, hold 
their places in the government of America without the countenance of 
England. Their party in the feaport towns, in Bofton, for infltance, in 
Charlefton, in New-York, Baltimore and Philadelphia, is chiefly fupport- 
ed by Britifh merchants, by the agents of Britifh heufes ta this. 
: g F —_ +e 
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country, or by American adventurers, whofe credit and importance in 
life depend on the continuation of peace with Eneland. The court of 
London is conicious of its afcendency, and accordingly treats our maf- 
ter-lervants exactly as it thinks. proper; while the latter, for the fake 
of preferving their power, are obliged, through all forts of fallehood 
and infamy, to vindicate England, and to revile France. We proceed 
with the ipeech of the prefident. | ~ Wi . { 
‘“ Trefolyed,”’ fays he, ‘ to adopt general rules, which fhould con- 
‘‘ form to the treaties, and aflert the privileges of the United States.” 
‘Thete are hardy affirmations ; for as to treaties, it is certain, and it has. 
been already proved, that. Mr. Wafhington broke through the whole 
intention and {pirit of thofe with France. With regard to the assertion - 
of privileges, the inditcretion and infolence of Genet, afforded room 
for difputing with him; and in this conteft, the federal cabinet borrow- 
ed a momentary fplendor from the poffeffion of Mr. Jefterfon’s talents. 
But this fpeech has a chaim that completely unmafks the feandalous 
hypocrily of Wathington; and that fhews in what way he was likely 
to allert the privileges of his country. _ Through the whole fummer of 
1793, the Brith had filled the Atlantic with barbarous piracies on 
American commerce. The {peech bas not one syllable upon this sub- 
ject ! os a : ec 
Wun the violent conteft between Wilkes and Luttrel filled Eng~ 
land with uproar, a multitude of addrefles were prefented to George | 
the third, . Iu his next fpeech to parliament, the king avoided all no- 
tice of them. . His filence was relented by the popular party as a ftudi; 
ed infult; and the voice of indignation refounded through every parifh 
from Tweed to the land’s end.. But Americans have feldom, or per- 
haps never been heard to'¢omplain of this omiffion in the! fpeech of Mr. 
Wathington, though the latter was, by a thonfand. degrees, more un- 
pardonable than the former. ‘It is a mortifying, but a,certain faa, 
that the fenfe of political freedom, and of national dignity, rifes upon a 
medium, infinitely higher among the fubje@s of Britain than the citi- 
zens of Americas. "his aflertion will be confirmed by the teflimony of 
every candid and intelligent maa, who has enjoyed an. opportunity of 
reidine in. England. Suppote, for example,, that France, or Spain 
were, in the midit of profound peace, to.turn loofe en the commerce of 
England, two hundred corfairs, and to a@ evenan hundredth. part. of 
thote enormities on Englifh navigation, which, in, fummer 17935 were 
committed upon the fhipping of the United States. « Every ploughman, 
every rootman in Britain, would feel that injury, like an arrow barbed 
in his vitals. No premier, in manufaQuring the next royal fpeech for , 
parliament, would dare to forget a flatement of. this indignity. An. 


overlight fo abject would fend him. to perdition.. Again. Iffuchcor- 


fairs were to imprefs an Englith failor, and were this.man to efcape by 
killing his oppreflors, the people of England would not fuffer him to be 
tent back like Jonathan Robbins, to be hanged as.a,criminal, at a 
French yard arm,, They order thefe things better, in Liverpool, ‘and 
Portfatouth, iy 

On this head we cannot difcoyer a diftinG@ion between the fraternal 
characters of the firftand fecond prefident. Mr. Adams has only com- 
pleted the {cene ofignominy which Mr, Wafhingtenbegans . The tame 


‘ 


‘PROSPECT BEFORE US. “¢ag 


‘fubmiMion of 1799 to the Britith blockade of Holland, tivals the prefs 


dential oblivion of the-piracies cf'1793. Henfield, as well as Robbins, 
Would ‘have been tranf{mitted to the ‘gibbet, if the temper of the times 
had been found capable of enduring. that enormity.’ The nomina- 
tion of Elitworth as an ambaffador to France is a prompt and fuccefs- 
ful imitation of the choice of fay ; anda certain expedient for coriupt- 
ing the courts of juftice. |The exceffes of thé federal troops in. North- 
aimpton are inferior in number, but equal in atrocity, to thofe of the 


weltern excile army.*. The dust and asbes denunciation’ of Virginia 


eemsto be copied from Hamilton’s ejaculations for the burning of 
Pittiburgh.} The expedition of ‘St. Clair, as wellas that of 17945 
was projected durinp thé recefs of congrefs. The expences of each ars 
ny were fucceflively abftraéted from the treafury by Mr. WalKineton; 
withdut the fanétion of a flatute, and in exprels breach of the conflitu- 


tion. In both inftances, Mr, Wafhineton difdained to make an apolo- 


gy for this violation of his duty; and in both, congrels were too’ mean 
to demand it.) The charges of the recent tour to Northampton’ muft 
have been obtained in the fame way, becaufe congrefs were not in fet 
fion when that affray broke out. This laf prefidential felony will be 
buried by congrefs in the fame criminal filence as its predeceffors. 
Bur thouzh Mr. Wafhington had not leifure to mention Britith 
piracies, he expatiated, with his wonted complacency, on the progreds of 
his friendfhip with the Creeks and Chérokees. Obferve his owh words. 
“An anxiety has been alfo demonftrated by the executive for peace 
*¢ with the Creeks and Cherokees. The former have been relieved with 
“ corn and with cloathing, and offenfive meafures againft them prohib- 
“ited during the recefs of congrefs.” From this paffage it appears 
that the United States were, at that timé; carrying on a war with thefe 
tribes. And here the prefident comes forward boafting that he had 
fupplied the Creeks with food and cloaths. In other words, he {uppli- 
ed the enemies of his country, favages who were in arms againft her, 
and who, as faft as they could, were extirpating his conftituents. At 
the fame time, he would not permit the French to receive fupplies, al- 
though the United States were bound by treaty to grant them ; and 
although fuch fupplies had been paid for before hand by money lent to 
this country in the hour of her diftrefs. It has been a fteady principle 
with the leaders of the fix-per cent faCtion, to check, as much as the 
decently can, the march of population into the weftern wilderne{s,.— 
They would rejoice to hear of the utter defolation of the flates of Ten- 


meffeeand Kentucky; The whole tenor of their laws, of their {peeches 


in congrefs, and of their conduQ, proves this to be the cafe. Foremoft 

in whatever is deteftable, Mr. Adams feels anxiety to curb the fron- 

tier population.} . ; rt 
Tux anfwers from congrefs to this fpeech were, as ufual, pitiful 


echoes. ‘Yo have mentioned one word of the ruin of our merchants, or 
the impreflment of our feament, would have been conifidered as the 


height of rndenefs.: This filence betrays the laft degree of meannefs 
ey 
‘NOTES. 4 ; 
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' 
and fycophancy: . When people chufe to fet up a political idol, it is. 
proper that they should fall down and worfhip it. ra 
' To conclude, Mr. Walhington has not, in his fpeech to congrefs, 
{tated hisauthority for publifhing thisproclamation. He neither quotes 
the law by which he was directed, nor does he appeal to the conflitu- 
tion. He leaves all this fo be inferred as his opinions His manifefto 
amounts to the prerogative of fufpending, and even of annulling trea- 
ties, without the ceremony of confulting congrels. Setting afides 
therefore; its grofs ingratitude and perfidy towards France, this procla- 
mation was, in every point of view; an act of the moft audacious wurpa- 
tion and defpotifm. ‘The republican party detefted fucha meafure; and 
their cowardly acquieltence under its yoke renders them entirely ag 
exceptionable as Mr. W afhington himfelics «(012 q4e le 

I HAVE now éftablifhed thofé three pofitions, which hat been laid dewns 
1. That the manifefto violated the two treaties with France. 11. That 
it broke through the Isw of nations, and the indefeafible rights of man- 
kind. aris That, whéether it had been right or wrong, the prefident. 
aéted in defiance of I¢gal authority, I have been the more particular 
upon this part of American hiftory becatife it is of fundamental impor- 
tance, and becaufe it feems to have been univeérfally misunderftood; or 
at leaft I have never met witha fatisfaGiory explanation of it. ‘The fagw 
tionarein the habit of appealing to this proclamation, asa meafure of un- 
queftionable propriety. On the other hand, our hen-hearted republican 
orators, aid writers, are afraid of committing themfelves by condem- 
ning a meafure that has been fealed with the inviolable name of Mr 


W afhington. 
CHAPTER .VikU 
Tbe same Hea Dede 


NOTHING ii our treaties with France could have attthorifed a dé- 
elaration of war by England, unlefs the republic had required the exe- 
cution of the guarantee of her Weft-Indian territories. And as no 
fuch requifition was ever made by France, America was never brought 
into danger by it. ‘ Higtanlee 
_ Tue true purpofe of the proclamation was to prevent. American sai- 
lers from enlisting im the French navy ; and. to ¢ast as much: odium as 
possible upon the French revolution. | 
"Tur prefident, “ a citizen the moft tried, and the moft beloved,’’* has 
indeed officially declared that .“ the events of the French revolution’ 
* have produced the, deepeft folicitude, as well. as the higheft admira- 
“ tion ;”” and that.“ thefe glorious events’? met with his “ fincere.con- 
 sratulations.’’| But unfortunately, there is not one man in America 
that believes, or, that almoft ever did believe. the lincerity of his: afler= — 
Saree ee 
NOTES 

* Vide the counter. address. | Gay SR 
. { Letter to congréss,.on the presenting of the Trench hage 
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Gon. "Mr. Wathing ‘ton entertained ey primitive we inflexible tae ‘red 
for the French revlAtion) 4s in all its principles, and in all its circumffan 


ces. This hatred broke out at the fame tine in other meatiires, as we fi 


‘as in the. -procla nation of neutrality. This we fhall immediate ly per- 


eeive in returning to the counter addres. 4 Genet the minor ity focal 


-as follows... 


gy SO foreign sniper’ Eth ty mieligis seal from the 5 of governs 
ment to the people, whofe hosior and comfort alike commanded their 
fupport of that government, was maintained with dfeGion to the 
foreign agent, and with acrimony -acrainft the conftituted authorities 
of the mation. ‘The fubjec& became familiar. to the whole. ‘people ¢ 
and their voice fpontaneoufly uttered, funk into teniporary and con- 
** temptuous oblivion, the abettors of this wicked effort. Smothered 
for a while only, the ee fire rekindled, as occation ats 
mimooded.2* >"): ; 
In ordinary cafes, efore 2 Re | can! Be rebindady it m ale Gett fad 
been put out. But here we have the rekindling ar a fire which had 
never been exfinguifhed. This paflage conveys, in every line, a vile 
mi freprefentaticn. ‘The minority are requefted to tell, if they can, to 


ao 8; 


‘ 
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“jvhat acts of government they refer, upon what occafion this contumelious 


appeal was made, to what’ Salen it was addreffed, and in what lan- 


“guag e it was written ? If. they are able to anfwer eet queries to the 


fatistaCtion of a fingle rational being, I ftiall furrender the whole quefs 


‘tion. - But the rit i is that neither any fuch a&s, nor any fuch appeal, 


ever had an exifténce. ‘The total fum of the actufation is a fi@ion as 
wild and palpable, as the voyages of. Gulliver, or the battles of Don 
Quixote. If one word of teltimony could have been produced in fup- 
port of this charge, that word would long fince have echoed, for a mil- 


‘lion of times, hesagh every key in thé gamut of the party. By conju. 


ring up, at the diftance of almoft fix years, this contemptible fi@tion, the 
minority demonftrate the non-entity of their information, or the Hed 

ance in whith they hold, the underftandings, and even the memories of 
the people of Aineritas’ The molehill upon Which this mountain has 


‘been erected, was fhortly as follows. 


In May, 17933 Genet arrived at Philadelphia, a a$.an, Pointaitedae fates 


the French républic. He was a man of fome abilities ; but he wanted 
-difcretion. His inftrutions have fince been printed by himfelf. They. 


breathe a {pirit of rey confidence, and of unfufpe &ing integrity — 
They were tin@tured with that liberal enthufiafm, which, to a cold fuf- 
picious mind, alt ernately prefents itfelf as the moft formidable of all 


- virtues, and the mof{t inexpiable of all crimes. his tone of the dif. 


patches was poflibly an affectation ; yet it muft be obferved that Genet 
was the agent of the Briffotine party, and that this was by farthe moft 


reipeftable groupe of leaders which has hitherto governed France.—— 


a 


The manners and condu@t of Genet harmonized with the feelings and 


-expe@ations of thofe who fent him. 


Tn the dark and jealous foul of the late feces ed of the treafury, thd 
American cabinet prefented an irreconcileable reverfe. The hideous 
vindication of himfelf, which this: man has printed, fuperfedes all en- 


re into the peaihide of his charater. In the convention of 1787,, 


ejand fome other confpirators, had planned the foundation of an Ax 
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ynerican monarchy. Their fyftem:has lately been expoféd to, the world,* 
‘ghd one of Hamilton’s confidential printers} has admitted of its aus 
thenticity. A delign fo hateful fhould have debarred him from, the 
confidence of the new government. He is the firlt. and only favorite, 
‘that General Wafhington ever had. He became inftantly diGtator fof 
the federal adminiftration. On every queftion before congrefs, he van- 
quifhed the Virginian Reprefentatives. In fpite of them, he fwelled 
the national debt to a diftempered and fwindling magnitude. In fpite 
of them, andof his oath as a citizen, he eftablitheda new national bank, 
which a&ed under the controul of his miniens in Congrets, and which 
was, in fubftance, the cellar ftory of the ftock-jobbing fabric. For the 
fake of raifing a ftanding army, as the firft ftep in the ladder of deipo- 
tifm, he wantchly provoked a.war with the North Weftern Savages. 
“Co fupport it, he abftracted from the treafury, without permiffion from 
“congrefs, and in contempt of the conftitution, fome hundred thoufands 
of dollarse Hamilton has never, in private converfation, pretended to 
deny his invincible avertion to a Republican government. As. @cn¢g- 
eeflary confequence; he has on every occalion, right or wrong’, efpoufed 
‘the Britifh interefts He has never attempted to conceal his inveterate 
abhorrence of the entire French revolution, from one end to the other. 
He foretold that the new government of France would not laft for fix 
“weeks. Since the firft dawn of the revolution, fome proftituted. new{- 
printers, under his direction; had inceffantly calummiated the French 
‘nation. Profligate and infolent in. his private manners, but plaufible 
‘and deliberate in his financial projects, an Ariftocrat from the diGates 
‘of his underftanding, as well as from the views of his, ambition, this . 
‘man had then obtained, and ftill feems to poflefs an almoft abfolute af- 
“eendancy over our public councils. | et 
In the eye of fuch.a man, it was not poffible that Genet could act 
“without giving offence. The news of his arrival.in Ametfica was, to 
Hamilton, asa fignal for. lighting the torch of difcord between France 
-and this country... Before the French envoy had; time to have aéted 
wrong, or indeed to haye difplayed any features of his: future proceed- 
. ings, the fecretary had determined to fubvert the purpofes of his miffion. 
A few dates will afcertain the precifion of this idea. Genet landed at 
Charlefton (S..C.) on April 8th,.1793. On the 18th, only ten days 
‘after his arrival, the Prefident {ent to the three heads of departments a 
circular letter. He inclofed thirteen queries. ‘Chey tended to en- 
“quire what kind of condu& fhould, be obferved with refpect to, France. 
' They demonftrate beyond all contradition, the hoftile feelings of their 
‘author, Mr. Hamilton. The fecond, and the twelfth queftions, are 
- among the moft remarkable. They are as follows. ise 
’ 1. & Sanu aminifter from, France be received ? 3 
_ Kile SwouLp the futuret regent ef France fend. a minifter to the 
© United States, ought he to be received ?”’ i 
Ir was rather too late to be deciding fuch points, after Genet had 
. ‘NOTE. 
* Sketches of the history of America, Chap. tv. 
+. The late Fobn Fenno, Vid. Gazette of the United States. 
_ $ The meaning of this word bere is not obvious, unless the secretary 
ea as a.certain profpect, the future restoration ef the mone 
arehye 
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actually landed in this country. Notwithftanding the offenfive behav- 
jour of Mortis at Paris, the French had not offered to fend him back 
again. Yo refufe Genet, therefore, would have been an act of rndenefs, 
as well as abfurdity. ‘It was fure to have produced an immediate rup- . 
ture with France, and a general attack from her privateers, which were. 
then both numerous and fuccefsful. It was to extinguifh at once our 
whole commerce with France, or at beft to place it.on the moft preca- 
rious footing. It was to produce one of the greateft poflible evils, © 
without fo much as the chance, or pretence, of its being to produce the 
fmalleft poffible advantage. And all this deftruction was to be court-_ 
ed for the fake of infulting the young republic, for the fake of fqueez- 
ing America into the tail of the confpiracy of Pilnitz. A navy would 
inftantly have been, wanted ; and the public debt muft, by this time, 
have extended to three or four hundred millions of dollars. “Much 
has been faid of Hamilton’s political wifdom. But the very idea of - 
fuch a rejection looked like perfect lunacy. Confidering what tyrants 
at that time governed France,* and the extreme impértinence on our. 
part of fuch a refufal, the firft news to be expected was an univerfal. 
feizure and confifcation of American property, to the utter ruin of mas. 
ny thoufands.. As Mr. Hamilton has defended himfelf with such sur- 
prising success, again{t the imputation of paper-] obbing, we cannot fuc- 
pect that he wrote thefe wild queries. under the impreflion of a Britifh, 
bribe. The only alternative then is to fuppofe that they were the pure 
diates of ignorance, of ftupidity, and of enthufiafm in favor of roye_ 
alty. nay 
Anp here, by the way, it ought to be obferved, that the conduct of - 
the prefident was, upon this occafion, widely unconftitutienal. He is 
authorifed to’ “ receive ambafladors,” but not to refuse them. Ti We: 
had the power of refufal, it would come to the very fame thing as @. 
right of declaring ware ; a 

TuEse queftions do noteven hint that, France had, inany point, broke. 
the treaties between her and América. Not a word appears concern- 
ing embargoes, legal adjudications, or any fort of maritime felony what-_ 
ever. If fuch outrages had been heard of, they would, moft cer 
tainly have been brought forward. — Indeed the neglect of fuch an ex- 
hibition of French piracies muft have been very culpable. The -circu- | 
dar letter which inclofed the thirteen qu {tions begins thus: 

idiccak, 4:01 v TG ae 

“© Tue pofture of affairs in Europe, particularly between France and- 
4¢ Great Britain, places the United States in a delicate fituation.”’ “The 
-prefident then refers to the queries, and defires the gentlemen to form 
‘opinions. But he fays not a word of the treaties having been violated 
by France ; and fuch being the admitted innocence of the republic, 
~it is hard to perceive an honeft reafon why the United States ought to 
have fet the firft example of uifraGtion. CS Bae 

Tuer fourth of thefe thirteen queftions clearly preves that ‘France 

= ys 
NOTE. | Lia 

%* The chiefs of this party were arrested on the 31St of May, 1793; by. 
-the faction of Robespierre. They were bebeaded, onthe 30th of October 
“followings STERNUM Te NERS Al ea ae 
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was not even fufpected of a defign to break the good underfiandjmg. 
which then fubfifted between her and America. The words of the 
queftion are thefe ; “ are the United States obliged by good faith te 
** confider the treaties heretofore made with France, as applying to the. 
*nrefent fituation of the parties? May they renounce them, or hold 
** them {ulpended,” [which was the very fame thing as renouncing 
them,] ‘ull the government of France fhall be eftablifhed ?” hid 
\. THE treaties were confidered as in themfelves beneficial to both par- 
ties... The obfervance of them, therefore, on our fide was a matter of 
intereft, >We had no concern by whom France was governed, provi- 
ding that the flronyeft party gave ho caufe of offence to the United 
States... The word esigdlished in the clofe of the queftion, feems to be 
founded upon the filly conceit that the French monarchy-was to be re- 
ftored. All this demonftrates the utter infatuation of. Hamilton,-and 
the gulph of deftruGion into which this country was on the point of 
EU GaN ate Pic lly TAMA ARK) 2) Yo el HA a ae jena? 
» Vue beads of departments thus confulted, were direQed to meet next 
Morning, April rgth, 1793, at the prefident’s houfe,-to deliver their 
Opinions. , Hamilton was anxious for refufing to receive Genet. The 
influence of Jefferfon with the prefident was fubordinate, but not ex- 
tingutfhed; and.to that benefactor of America this country ftands in« 
cevted for,having, at that period, efcaped from an immediate rupture 
qwith France. . When the. direQtory refufed to receive: Pinckney, they 
pretended at leaft to have received fome provocation. But Hamilton 
wanted to reject Genet, without any pretence of that nature. The 
guilt of having quarrelled with England is the only. circumftance which 
Mr. Wathington {pecifies in his letter, as thé caufe of thefe thirteen 
Gueftions. He had no title to put them, and his fecretaries had none 
to anfwer themes iti Pty: ma te 
: THE proclamation of neutrality appeared on April 22d, and wheth- 
er right or otherwife, was. regarded as betraying fymptoms not favour. - 
able to Trance. At the date of the queries, and of the proclamation, 
Genet could not be charged by Mr, Wafhington with a@ing improp- 
erly, becaufe it was not known in what way he had conduéted himfelf. 
Che refult @f an impartial obfervation muft’be, that Hamilton was pre- 
vioully determined to embrace the firft opportunity which fortune fhould 
prefent, for undermining the reputation, of the French envoy, and the 
intereft of the French republic. ° sj : 
. GENET reached Philadelphia, on May 16th, 1793. » His impetuofity 
had been raifed to the hieheft pitch by. the tumult of welcome, with 
which he was univerfally faluted. . He wanted prudence to fee that fo 
_ much noife about a foreign envoy, whofe credentials had not yet been 
recognized, was fure of being at beft unpleafing to the chief magiftrate. 
_He might well have forefeen that an excefs of popularity in ene quar- 
ter was of itfelf, to render him, unacceptable in another. He forgot 
the modefty which becomes a ftranger, and the.circum{peétien required 
from an ambaffador. He forgot, for--he muft have known, that Eng- 
land retained, in the fea-port towns, a powerful and inflexible body of 
friends ; ard that although they might bend to the current of the day, 
they were fll to be revarded as dangerous enemies. Genet overlook- 
ed all this. From his frft landing, he affumed various liberties, that 
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@aution will not juftify. He ated precifely as his enemies, would have. 
defived. He rufhed headlong over the precipice that yawned beneath him. 
A sort refidence in Philadelphia convinced Genet that Ameri- 
eans, like the reft of mankind, were {plit into parties; and he could 
perceive that he was not agreeable to that party in whom the prefident 
placed his exclufive confidence. He gave way to fretfulnefs and impa- 
tience. His adverfaries were anxious to feize the firft opportunity for 
turning the ftream of popularity againft him; and mutual mifunder=. 
flandings multiplied.’ 
Ir was then that this phantom arofe, which the Virginian minority 
have embodied into “ a contumelious appeal.” About two months 
after Genet came to Philadelphia, John Jay and Rufus King fent a 
ecard to the newfpapers. In this they faid that, in fome difcuffion be- 
tween the prefident and the French envoy, the latter had threatened 
to make an appeal to the peopte. The accufers refted their charge om 
information received from Mr. Dallas, fecretary of the fate of Penn-. 
fylvania.. This amiable man was, in all refpedts, a witnefs above ex- 
ception; but unhappily his explanation did in effect deny the charge. 
Genet himfelf wrote a letter to the prefident. He therein called upon 
Mr. Wafhington to fay whether he had ever caft out fuch a menace. 
Mr. fefferfon returned a very fhort anfwer. The amount was that 
the prefident did not give himfelf the leaft concern whether fuch a 
threat had been thrown out or not. If the fa& could have been fixed 
upon Genet, that would have been done. We fhould alfo have met 
swith itinthe Iztter of impeachment of Auguft 16th, 1793, wheres 
-Jefferfon requefled the French government to recall Genet. That 
Jetter has not a word about the menace of an appeal. Genet wanted to 
profecute King and Jay for defamation. Randolph refufed to concur. 
Tue minority have battered this ridiculous ftory into ‘¢ a contumeli- 

« ous appeal,” and a grofs and {candalous calumny on the republican 
party at large. The following comparifon may help to illuftrate this 
point. You fay that one of your neighbours threatened to kill you. 
The perfon denies the accufation. You try to prove it, and you can- 
‘not. After all this, a third perfon affirms that you are atually affafii- 
nated by the party accufed. He fays this, with teftimony before his 
eyes, that even the menace of murder never was made. Snch is the 
cafe before us. That third perfon is the faithful picture of the fenfe, 
éandour and veracity, of this minority of delegates. I could felect from 
their counter addrefs'an hundred other paflages, and I fhall fele& ma- 
“ny, which, like that here explained, have not even a rag of plaufibi- | 
~ lity to fhelter the nakednefs of their fhame. ; 
Tuts affair of Genet deferved the greateft attention. The thirteem 
_ gueftions afcertain that in 1793, there was an atrocious confpiracy for 
involving the United States in a war with France, being long before 
that republic had furnifhed a caufe or pretence for quarrel. An am- 
-paffador from “ the future regent,’ would indeed have been a preci- 
ous acquifition.* The minority proceed in their fummary of pait events. 

NOTE. 

* The pretended Louis XVIII, resided for some time, at Verona. 
of E have declared,” says Buonaparte, in one of his dispatebes to the 
directory, * I have declared that I shall reduce to ashes a town, which 
“ bas the audacity to think itself the metropolis of the Prensh republice’® 
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They fay that, ‘by Jay's embafly, % peace was preferved with honour.” 
That tranfadtiontis now fo generally defpifed and detefted, that I fhall 
hére-pafsit over. The minority take not the leaft notice of Monroe’s 
miffion, and:this ‘faves them from the painful arid “hazardous tafk of 
explaining why he was recalled. They go forward’to the embafly and 
rejection of Charles Cotefworth Pinckney.t But ‘they forget that ci- 
tizen Adet, the French minifter at Philadelphia, ‘hatl beer loaded with 
the vileftitreatment. NewSpapers, in the-profeffed fervice of govern-. 
ment, had, for four years together, heaped all forts of calumny upon 
three fucceflive ambafladors from Francey The minority then fpeak 
éf'the'tripte'embaffy. “They are wife enough ‘to fay nothing of the 
pretended bribe demanded by the dire@tory. They are fenfible that the 
erols impolture of that ftory begins to be underftcod. They fay that 
this triumvirate miffion “ was'returned by increafe of insolence and 
affront.” ‘Gerry tells no fuch tale. 
{ux minority next undertake to vindicate the ftanding army ordain- 
edby congrefs. From a long and empty rhapfody, 4 few lines are here 
extiaGed. “Can that army be called mercenary, which is compofed 
“ of our brothers and fons, ‘levied by law, ’paid by law, and embodied 
-t> defend their and our common rights?” [The armies of Louis 
XIV, of Julius‘Cefar, and of almoft every otifer ufurper, who has 
€nflaved his country, confifted of the brothers and fons of the nation 
whom they pillaged and betrayed. This argument goes toa general de- 
fence of all ftanding armies. ‘That of Cromwell did not perhaps con- 
tain fo much as.a fingle foreigner.] “ Would your Wafhington lead, 
«2 mercenary army?” [Hamilton certainly would be olad’to lead any. 
aflemblage of men, who could enable him to revenge :himfelf on ‘his 
‘enemies. “He isthe fecond in. command of the -propofed army, and 
Mr. Wafhington may die, orbe difmiffed'to-morrow, by Mr. Adams.} 
“ Ishe not again your general ?’’ [He was general in the -wefternexcife 
‘expedition, ‘and he could not prevent infinite diforders.] ¢* Why then, 
 thefe unfounded fufpicions?”? [They are not unfounded.) “and 
“this epprobrious unwarranted epithet, but ‘to inflame your paffions, 
and to miflead your fudgement?”?, What ¢an‘the minotity mean’ by 
an unwarranted epithet? The new ftanding army nruft be paid'for its, 
‘trouble. “Hence, it*is as'trulyva mercenaty: body of men, as any one 
that ever the world faw. The prefent army is not entirely formed of 
“our brothers, and our fons.” A great part of it confifts of Jrish 
emigrants. This is fortunate forthe honour of the country, becaufe the 
“behaviour of that army has been often, and tothe laft degree fhameful. 
Witnefs the recent meflage from governor Jackfon ‘tothe afflembly of 
‘Georgia! We therein learn that the troops pofted in that flate have 
“been inftru@ted by their commander, colonel Gaither, to difguife them- 
felves like Indians, ‘and'to murder the very people whonr they are‘ paid 
for pretending to prote&. “A copious communication upon that head 
has been tranfmitted to congrefs from the affembly of “Georgia. This 
dhews what muftbeexpe ed 'from’a ftanding army. Sets : 
4 org ‘Vea aaair wc ; a8 
‘This subject bas valready ‘been fully explained in Sketches ‘of the 
“hifory of America, — IN SCS Ne 3 Ti 
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Tre minority defend the eftablifhment of a fiavy, becaufe it will 
protect our commerce. The anfwer is fhortly this, that the expence 
exceeds, in the proportion of forty to one, the benefit which can he de- 
rived from it; thatthe Britifh navy cofts more money than the trade of 
England is worth; in a. word, that the fyftem leads. to an immeafur- 
able expence,. and to an. augmentation of executive authority, which 
no friend of the conftitution defires to fee. 

Tue counter addrefs proceeds to defend the allen a@. ‘The objecti- 
ens to it-are ftated thts; 

« 1. Ir tranfeends the powers of congrefs. 2. It violates thet ar- 
“ ticle which reftrains the prohibition of migration till 2808. 3. Te 
* ynites legiflative, executive, and judicial powers in. the chief magif- 
“6 trate. 4. It deprives aliens of the conftitutional right: of the trial 
“ By jury.” . 

THE minority undertake to anfwer each of thefe objections. “They 
begip with the firft of them, and on this they heap up fuch quantities 
ef words which have no conneGtion with the queftion, that you turn 
abfolutely tired. At laft, after a moft circuitous march, they come 
out with this quotation from the conftitution, that “ congrefs has 
‘© power to grant letters. of marque and reprisal.” They next affert 
that, in 1794, the fame members of congrefs, who now. oppofe the 
alien. act, were advocates. for the fequeftration of Britifh property. But 

~ that.propofed. meafure had no relation to an alien bill. Mr. Dayton, 
and his fupporters, did notfuggeft that the property of Britifh emigrantsy 
refiding in the United: States, was to be confifcated. An idea fo in- 
famous never entered into the imagination of any orie member. Even 
the fequeftration of Britifh debts was rather a bugbear than a meafure 
defigned for practice. A comproniife would unqueftionably have taker 
place. . The minority try to confound this affair of the fequeftration 
with their ownalien a&; and, with a ftudied obfcurity and prolixity of 
flile, expatiate on the right of congrefs to make reprifals on the fersons, 
aswell as property of aliens. By the praétice of nations, no man’s 
_perfon is fubje@ to reprisal, unlefs he isa foldier bearing arms in alt 
-enemy’s fervice. When a prifoner of war, he is Hable to be'treated in 
the fame way, in. which the troops of his nation treat their prifoners. 
But an Englifhman, who comes here to refide with his property, his’ 
- wife and his children,’ or who has perhaps ten children by an American 
-wife,} is not furely to be confounded with the crew of an Enelifh man 
ef war, who vifit America to rob and murder. Inthe reft of this 
clanfe, there is nothing but a wildernefs of fophiftry, which can 
-wever reach either the underftanding, or the heart of any man. 

Tum counter addrefs goes on to the szconp objection againft the 

alien act, viz. that it violates the conflitution, article rit, fe€tion gthy 
—— + 
NOTE. 

f As the weaker sex have such exclusive and irresistible claims to ten 
werness and protection, itis perbaps the most abominable part of this 
whole. law. that, by it, the daughter of an American citizen may be 

_ wantonly robbed of ber husband, and ber children of their father. All 
- this.is undoubtedly the most diabolical tyranny, and can only find officiad 
“approbation in.a beart thé most thoroughly corrupted. — 
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which fays that * the migration or importation of fuch per forts sy hae 
‘ aniy of the flates now exiting fhall think proper to admit, hall not _ 
“beprohibited by the congrefs, prior to the year 19808,” -&c. i Blere. 
‘again, the counter addrefs,. to {peak in the ftile of Mr. Hope, has blunn 
dered roung about a meaning. .. After a great deal of barren tautology, 
the minority fay that the fufpention of this authority till 1808, “ fur. 
s¢ nifhes a ftrong argument in favor of the general power of congref 
over the fubject.” . This, remark, fhall be admitted as plaufible, be- 
eaufe it is needlefs to fufpend the exercife of a right, which does not 
exift. I fhall grant the general righty, fince they will have it fo; but 
then I fhall deny the power of interrupting the fipalated fufpenfiors 
_ Here the minority are compelled to beg the “gueition, to take for grant 
ved, what they do not fo much as attempt to. proves - °°. The right,” 
| ty they, “ of ordering aliens to depart from the United States, j is * Con- 
‘‘ fined to thofe who are dangerous.’ ‘T hey do not tell on what part of 
the conftitution, this laft pretended right is eftablifheds T bey flip away 
from the real queftions But. others alledge that this right is founded 
en that {weeping claufe, which gives to congrefs all powers neceffary 
and proper for carrying the fpecified powers into effect... By the way. 
an which this {weeping claufe has been interpreted, all the refl of the 
eonftitution becomes a nullity: Congrefs are authorifed to agt certain, 
meafures, and to accompliih them, that body is warranted to do any 
Bing else, ‘Thus every limitation is at once diffolved, and. our boafted 
eonftitution fubfides into an elective ariftocra aye 
_ Tue power of fending off aliens at difcretion comes ‘iene to that af 
prohibiting importation, or immigration. A flave is certainly an alien, 
And by the alien bill, the prelidcae, of his own authority, might | fend. 
a cargo of flaves back to Africa, whenever they fhould be landed in’ 
this country. He may alfo fend away ‘every slave that is now in ite 
‘Such are the monftrous implications of this lawe The minority uote. 
an obfervation that “ the power of ordering fufpeded aliens to leave 
* our country, may be fo ufed as to deftroy fubftantially the power of 
fs tolerating their migration; and it is granted,” fay they, : -“ that it 
* may be fo ufed; but” fnow obferve what they grants] ‘ the possi. 
 dility of abusing a principle is never fuppofed to be a corre& argu- 
* ment againft its afe.’’ 
Iw the above paflage the minority admit that, if this act fhatl ever. 
be converted into an inftrument for. preventing immigration, it will 
then have been abused. Such is the plain and profeffed meaning of. 
/what they fay. This identical abufe has already taken places. A body 
of Irifhmen, concerned in the late infurretion of that oppreffed peo- 
ple, had agreed with Pitt that they fhould be conveyed to this country. 
_ Even the depraved i imagination of the Britifh minifter had never once. 
conceived that Mr. Adams either would or durft refufe to let them be. 
landed inthe United States. That model of purity, Rufus King, the: 
man who voted for the Britifh treaty, and damned .it, interfered and 
prevented the tranfaction. For this.both he, and thofe who gave him. 
-fuch orders, deferve to be impeached, and moft feverely punithed: * 
| NOTE. 
_Some people are always prattling about the confidence dre to go- 
vernment. Look at the ergs cBupicter § and official conduct of: thé 
en themselves, and iveny truft them if you can. 
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Thus the abufe, as defined by the miuority, has, at this early period, 
arifen from the act, and their own fuppolition ftrikes directly againtt 
them. The alien law is atually employed as an inftrument for pre- 
venting immigration. At leaft, it feems to hold out the only pretence 
tupon which King acted. Yet even its, inhofpitable ftipulations only 
authorize Mr. Adams to.fend people back again, but not to hinder 
them from couiing here. This improvement upon congreflicnal barba- 
tity is, perhaps, referved for the next edition of the act. 

Anp here it may be remarked that the whole Irifh emigrants in A- 
erica feem to have incurred the indelible indignation of governments 
The newfpapers paid by the .Britifh ambaflador, and thofe under the 


—patronage of the federal treafury, conftantly load them, and their en- 


tire nation with abufé. During their late ftrtiggle for independence, 
the ariflocratical newlprinters were conftantly wifhing that the people 
of Ireland might be maffacred by hundreds of thoufands. The fame 


‘wretches are frequently meriacisig the republicans of this country with 


utter extirpation. Judge then what muft be the condition of Virginia, 


‘under a ftanding army of fifty thoufand men, feleted by “ prominent 
¢ eharacters,’’ and conducted upon Britifh principles. 


Tue counter addrefs proceeds to fay that Virginia does not admit 
‘¢ the migration of fuch perfons as the alien law enjoins to depart. No 


Jaw of this ftate authorifes the migration into it of perions of the 
“ defcription comprehended under the ac of the United States.” This 


is mere found. It would be avery ftrange law indeed, which fhould 


explicitly countenance the introduGion of foreign confpirators again{t 
-the ftate. Neither Virginia, nor any other country upon earth, has, 
‘or ever had fuchalaw. But Virginia permits the indifcriminate ad- 
_miffion of all forts of emigrants. With equal juftice and hofpitality, 


fhe confiders them as innocent, until the verdidt of a jury fhall prove 


them to be guilty. The general abhorrence and alarm which this law 


has excited, prove that the fyftem, which it exhibits, is att abfolute 


hovelty, at Ieaft in this late. I proceed to the TuiRD point of attack 
and defence of the alien bill. 


“ Turs law is allé objected to,” fays the counter addrefs, ‘ becaufe 


“it unites legiflative, executive and judiciary powers, in the prefident of 
“the United States.” 


THE minority then remark that “ legiflation is the act of making or 


6 giving laws ; congrefs, therefore, in making this law, performed the 
part of the legislature.” ‘Thus the minority get over one of the ob- 
jeGions; and if the law had, in its internal conftruCtion, been framed like 


the common mafs laws, I fhould not have contradicted this. part of their 


argument. Had congreis {pecified and defined an offence, and appropri- 
ated to the judges the power of afcertaining the difcretionary degrees 
_of punifhment, lefs or more, annexed to that offence, then the legiflas 


tive part would have been performed by them, and the aflertion of the 


“minority muft have remained invincible. 


Bur the fingularity of the alien act confifts in this, that no man can 


“tell, or even guefs, whether the moft innocent adtion of his life fhall not 


come within it. The felling of his horfe, or the fhooting of his dogy 
may provoke the fufpicion of the prefident. That fulpicion, again, 


- gonflitutes the crime, a fufpicion of which no mortal can conjecture ci- 
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ther the beginning, or the end, whence it comes, or where it is going. 
In the fecond place, the right of eftablifhing the exiftence, and punmilh- 
ment of the crime, is not, asin all other cafes, affigned to a judge and 
jury, but to the prefident. : : 

”  Uuus the alien a@ is not, fo properly fpeaking, a law, as an unlimit- 
ed delegation éo invent crimes and punishments. It isa revival, or imi- 
tation, of the old dad infamous French Lettres de cachet. 

Hence it follows that the legiflative and judiciary powers are in ef-, 
feet, transferred to the prefident. 

Tux counter addrefs next remarks that ** the commiflion of the ex- 
 ecution of this law to the perfon charged by the conftitution with 
‘6 the execution of all the laws of the union, is certaimly in itfel? 

8 aunexceptionabdle.”’ 

To this pofition all parties will agree. But, in the very next fen- 
tence, the minority relapfe into their former wildnels. “ Nor does 

“6 this aGi,” fay they, ‘ transfer to the prelident, powers belonging pro 
“ perly to the judiciary. It does not involve the decifion that its ob« 
“eG has committed a crime.’ | What fplendid morality does this 

alien a& inculcate ! A man is to be panifhed, although the judge dares 
not to fay that he has committed a crimes What tollows 1s yet more 

‘jmpudent.] “It is a meafuré of general fafety,; in its nature political, 
«and not forenfic, the execution of which is properly entrafted to the 

' department which reprefents the nation in all its exterior relations.’* 

“What a forensic meafure is, I do not afleét to know, having never tilE 
now met with that aflemblage of fyllables. The reft of the fentence is 
miferable jargoné Let.the minority return to the oid beaten track of 
the Englith language, a track that is yet wide enough to comprehend 
ideas more capacious than theirs. I next entreat them, in the name of 
the living God, to tell a plain nian, for what reafon he is to be punifhed 

before he has committed a crime. Mankind have always detefted Ex 

post facto laws, that is to fay, laws which, after the commifiion of 2 
crime, are made in order to punifh it, and which, like the crabs, are to 
advance backwards. But even thefe are of infinite merit, when coni- 

_pared with this ftrampet of jurisprudence, which rufhes upon futurity, 
‘to chaftife crimes that have not yet come into being. . 

Some of the defenders of this law have had the audacity to fay that 
the penalties which it enjoins are not; in proper terms, a punifhment. 
The minority are not abfurd enough to repeat this afirmation. Put, 

“when we fpeak of the alien law, its peculiar and monftrous barbarity 
ought not to be forgotten. By the nod of our prefidential Jove, a 
man may be hoifted on board of a tranfport in the midft of a fever, or a 
confumption, on the day after he has bought an eftate, or broke a leg, 

or when he is on the point of recovering judgement for a fum which, by 
difcharging his debts, is to reftore the péace of his confcience, or, by 

fecuring the independence of his family, is to lull the folicitudes of a 

father anda hufband. It is no punifhment, forfooth! to be dragged 

at midnight from your bed, amidft the tears of your wife, and the caref- 
fes of your children, to be abruptly torn from every connection that 

‘makes exiftence tolerable, or that can foothe and reconcile a rational 

being to the emptinefs of life. You are then jammed into the hold of 

a fhip, inte a dungeon of ftench, and filthy and darknefs, belide which 
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the worft negro cabin in Virginia might be the palace of a Lucullus, 
After feafting for two months, upon black bread and ftinking water, 

after enduring all the impertinence and brutality w hich are to be ex- 
pected from the character and fituatien of By jailors, you are vomited 

out again upon the ice of Nova Zembla, or the burning fands of Airi- 
ca. This infernal flatute makes not fo much as the {n nallett provilion 
for your perto nal fafety. In fuch a condition, no alien can be fure but 

that he fha]l he conve eyed to Algiers, or Morocco, and there be fold for 
the expence of his paflage. This is that code of certain oppreffion, and 
of probable flavery and murder, which the minority labour to defend. 

leither the barbarians who framed this law, nor the tyrant who gave 

it his ratification, felt the fmalleft twit of remorfe for the agontes a an 
innocent wife, or the probable beggary of her children. Thus com- 
pletely have Britith guineas realized the prediGtion of Jugurtha! Mr. 

Adams is fond of recommending ' a national faft, an interval of grimace 
and canting, of idlenefs and diffipation. In the catalogue of Ameri- 
can political fins, the alien ac fhould ftand foremoft. Pu vit eloquence 
ought to roufe all its energies 40 begging forgivenefs for this chief of 
sinners. 

HE minority advance to the Fourtnx ohjeCQion, viz. that “ this act 

“¢ deprives the alien of his right of trig] by jury. To this extraordina- 
« ry. allegation,” [which ye t the minority do not attempt to deny,] ‘* it 
¢6 hhas again and again been anfwered that this isa meafure. of preven- 
“ tive” Tenet | is of propbetical] “ and not of punifhing juftice.” The 
minority fhould have told us what preventive Ne means. It feems 
to ee juftice operating upon a nonentity. Hitherto it has been un- 
der ood that nothing can offend when it does not sift Bue preven- 
tive juftice can, by its very nature, operate upon nothing elfe. It was 
faid of Sir William Wallgce, that his fword cut a yard before ibe point. 

This is the beft explanation which can be given of the alien act. 

In the next fentence, the counter addrefs puts the following queftions. 
«“ Who would require that.a jury should be impannelled, in uae to de- 
“ cide whether a nation had or had not caufe to fufped a particular alien 
of dangerous defiens againft its peace $ py [The minority well know, 
and. they. have been fold.a thoufand times, that fuch a jury is pofitively 
required by the fame conftitution for which they pretend to fuch pious 
and exclufive adoration. But they betray a confcioutnefs of the weak- 
nefs of their caufe ; for, under this head, they {hun fo much as the mott. 
diftant reference te the rock of the conte itution. Ireturn to the que-" 
ries. ] * Who would require that, the prefident {fhould unfold to juries, 
‘throughout the United States, all the intelligence he may have re- 
“ ceived, perhaps from perfons within the reach of thofee mploying the 
« Hiens which eftablifhes in | bis mind the reality of the danger to be, 
§ apprehended?” 

ANp who is this prefident that he fhould not unfold his reafens to 
juries? Is he nota man like themfelves? Ifhe fhall be convicted of- 
theft, or murder, the verdict of twelve men will fend him, as well as the 
humbleft of our {pecies, to the jail, or the gibbet. 

‘“Anp who or what is that formidable charaéter, an_alien, for em of 
whom every principle of hofpitality. of inivat ees and of juftices1s to 
be trampled under foot? If I know nothing more of the matter thap, 
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what appears from this counter addrefs, I fhould infer that only fix. or 
a dozeu pireipnont had ever been feen in this country, that like’ ‘Candi- 
dus in the kingdom of Eldorado, éach of them had dropt upon this hal- 
lowed continent. by fome kind of! mir acle. But that is fo far from be- 
ing the cafe, that we are compofed of or defcended from the quotas of 
every corner of Europe, Bulifon fays that the planets were formed by 
fucceflive explofions Fiom the fun. Tn the fame way, has America been 
occupied by fucceflive explofions from the population of the ancient 
world. In fome of the middle flates, we cat hardly affemble fix men, 
«without involving the fraginents of three or four different nations, 
‘Thug, in the ftile of Defoe® the Pennfylvanians, may exclaim, 
_ Religion, Lord we thank thee! sent us bither, 
” Priests, j protestants, t the devil, and ail toxetber. a 

Wren Manly, in The Plain Beats," is raving at the whole female. 
fex, “ Hold captain,” cre. gne of the company, ‘ your mother was @ 
* woman.’ Ananfwer of the fame kind ought to filence the prefent 
racket againtt aliens. This abominable confpirac cy to rob them of a 
trial by jury, to rnin them without even the farce of an accufation, this 
confpiracy, I fay, has only. roufed the natives of America.to the ‘defence 
of the deftined vidims. To the perfidious and favace croaking about 
political fafety, the farmer of Virginia, like the farmer i in Terence, 
replies with a fentiment, inftead of a fyllogifm. |“ An alien is a man 3 
and I, as one likewife, take an intereft in the univerfal happinels o ‘of 
& mankis Me ae 

Naor ears TELy after the laft citation, the conte addrefs goes on 
vines “Certainly a vefted right is to be tHe from no individual, with= 

‘outa folemn trial; but the right of remaining in our country is 
*¢ vefted in no alien ; ie enters ond remains by the courtely of the fove- 
“ reion BQNchs and that courtefy may at pleafure be withdrawn.” EY 
ery line of this paflage affirms a notorious and dire falfehood. An 
alien enters into and remains in this country, by virtue of the conftitu- 
tion, which explicitly forbids conerefs to meddle with him,’ in any other 
Shape than as a person entitled to a legal trial. He is authorifed to fta 

in this country, as much as any BREE man, until he fhall be ees 

bes crime, that renders hima fit object of expulfion ; for the ‘eighth 
amendment of the conititution fays that ‘¢ in all caine profecutiong, 
‘* the accufed fhall enjoy the Hipht to a fpeedy and public trial, by an 
“impartial jz ury of the ftate and diftrict where the crime fhall Hhoe been 
“committed, which diftri@ fhall have been previotfly afcertained by 
“law; and to be zhformed of the nature and cause of the accufation, 
aCe be confronted with the witneffes againit him, to have compulfory 
" procefs for obtaining witneffes in his favour, and to have the affift- 
*¢ ance of counfel for his defence.” e i 

In his fpeech to congrefs, on the alien bill, Mr. i. ivingfion quotes 
the above paflage, and then puts this query, 4 Now, fir, what minute 
article in ticle (vcd provifions of the conflitution is there, that is 
+ nt ee ated by this bill? All the bulwarks which it oppofed to en- 
croachments on perfonal liberty fall before this hee of ce 
(* ston.” 

Lue minority proceed, in the next fentence, to en‘ andacicus at. 
tempt for involving the character of Virginia j in defence of this flatute. 
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By the fecond fe@tion of the fixty fecond chapter of the laws of this 


flate, the governor, with the advice of the exécutive council, is au- 


thorized to apprehend all fufpicious perfons, who are the fubjects of 
any foreign government, with whom this government fhall be at war, 
or upon the point of bostilittes. 'Thefe perfons may be fecured, or 
compelled to depart out of the country. All this is rigid, but not ve- 
ry unreafonable. The advice of the council of ftate is nece ifary, and 
hence an alien cannot be fubjected to the ca iprice of an individual ma- 
giftrate. This forms a Be contdergtion in favor of the alien act 
of Virginia. 

THERE is a ft2tute of Re dated July 6th, 1798, entitled Az 
act respecting alien enemies, which has’ the’ fame objet with that of 
Virgimia, and againft this alien bill, no complaint has yet been made. 
it is the law {pecially entitled An act conc cerning aliens, which has been 
fo juflly reprobated by the legiflature of Virginia. The whcle remarks 
that have crouded fo many memorials and remonflrances to congt refs, 
refer folely to this dct concerning aliéns. The minority have endea- 
vored to confound into one, two ftatutes that are effentially different. 
~ Observe their own words. “ Nolaw of this ftate authorifes the 
“migration into it of perfons of the defcription compreliended j in the 
a ac of the United States.” [This is mere noife witheut MEANING’ 
here never was and there never can be a ftate that w wld by Jaw, in- 
vite into it people who were profeffedly to overturn its government.*} 


* Oi1 the contrary, our bw exprefsly: authorife the executive to ap- 


“*‘prehend and fecure, or compel to owt this commonwealth, all 
««tufpicious perfons, being the fubje@ts of any foreign power or fate, 
“from whom the president of the United States fhall apprehend dostile 
‘“ desiyns axainitthe faid fLates.”” The Virginia a@defcribes thefe alicns 
as being co the fubjecis of any foreign power, or ftate, who fhall have 
“! made a declaration of war, or actually commenced ior lities againht 
the faid flates, or from whom the prefident ‘of the United Siuees: kl 
“ apprehend hoftile defigns again the faid {lates.” 

‘By the mode in which the minority have referred to this Ratute, one 
would be led to think that it was formed entirely for the prefident’s ap- 
prehenfions; whereas it chiefly contemplates a ftate of anual war. 
‘The only objection to the law is that it deprives aliens of a trial by 
jury. But then it has a very important claufe, in the third fection, 
which takes off a great part even of this hardfhip. It runs thus: ¢¢ fev- 


_ ing always to the merchants of any foreign flate, betwixt whom and 
«© the United States war fhall have ar ifen, and to ene families, agents, 
“ 


and fervants, found in this commonwealth at the beginning of ithe 
“ war, the privileges allowed by law.” 

THERE is not, inthe act of congrefs, one fyllable correfpondent. 
with this comprehenfive refervation; and’ there efore nothing but the 
moft impenetrable firmnesst could Have emboldened the ne to 


ae + oe 
ss The difficulty of catching = nanrae lies ot ben fairly outrunning ber, 
but in tracing her doublings. hat of refuting the minority is some- 


thine like it. An erroneous, yet Spica tt d reasoner, may soon be laid up- 


on bis bach; but when awriter tries to bide bis ideas under a mass of 
qords, it is sometimes not easy to ferret bitin out. 
+ This is not the proper word. 
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run a parallel between two laws that are fo effentially different. ‘Phe 
2ct of congrefs has indeed one pretended refervation in favor of its: 
victims; it is in thefle words: 

SS Secs 5. And be it further enacted, ‘That it thall be lawful for any. 
** alien who may be ordered to be removed from the United States, by. 
** virtue of this aét, to take with him fuch part of his goods, chattels, 
** or other property, as he may find convenient; and all property left 
“in the United States, by any alien, who may be removed, as afore- 
““ faid, fhall be, and remain fubje& to his order and difpofal, in the 
““ fame manner, as if this a@ had not been paifed.” , ton SM 

Tus, to be fure, is a moft generous exception. Gongrefs declare 
that, after wantonly kicking a man out of the country, they will not 
hkewife reb him of his property. ‘This is juft as if a private perfor 
fhould advertife himielf thus: “I, A, B, am not a pickpocket, or a 
“ horte ftealer.”’. Such a ratification would not be the fhorteft way te 
eftablifh his charaer, and this is exactly the method which the majority 
of congrefs have taken in order to eftablifh their. . The occafion of this 
claufe was'as curious as the thing itfelf; and the ftipulation is, all toge- 
ther, fo much out of the common road of thinking, that it well deferves 
a particular explanation. When thofe alien bills, to the number of feven: 
oreight, were firft brought into congrefs, a general panic feized all 
foreigners refiding in Philadelphia. hele original bills contained a 
multiplicity of articles, which are perhaps more oppreffive and atrocious 
than even the prefent ac itfelf.* The republicans gave them battle in 
‘both houfes, with the greateft obftinacy, and, perhaps, with impro- 
ptiety.. When an aét fo radically and irreparably wrong was to be 
paiied at all,.it was defirable that its deformities fhonld be as numerous 
and as monftrous as poflible, in order that its authors, and itfelf, might 
be the more readily and the more deeply detefted. The greater hard- 
Ships and injuries that were to be authorifed by the flatute, the more 
fudden, and the more formidable was likely to be the burft of publig 
oppofition. ak 

WuEN foreigners of property and independence perceived themfelves 
to be thus grofsly affronted, and thus barbaroufly. proferibed, wher 
they found that the rufians who condu@ the treafury newfpapers in 
Philadelphia, attacked them, in the mafs, with whole guires of bru- 
tality, and of flander, they felt all that refentment which tyranny is 
capable of infpiring, and they had recourfe to an inftant and decifive 
meature of defence and of vengeance. ‘Phey hafted by dozens to the 
bank of the United States. They demanded their depofits; and feve, 
ral millions of hard dollars were in a few days, withdrawn from the 
coffers of that citadel of ariftocracy. The direGors of the bank took 
alarm. It is underftood that they were obliged to make application 
for pecuniary affiftance from without doors. This, by the way, proves. 
upen what a flender thread the credit of the company hangs, and what 
would become of them, if every feather stuck in its own wing.t The 

! NOTE. 

t A collection of them bas been made, and I design to print some of. 
their principal features, with q commentary. They teach us what the 
faction would do, if they bad all in tdeir own Wye Cae 
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tmajority in congrefs had not forefeen this confequence of what they 
were doing. They dttempted to make an atoriement for their error, and 
to court thofe very perfons, whom they were at the fame moment in- 
fulting. They were anxious that the depofits fhould. be replaced in | 


‘their bank; and, like the boafter of Brunfwick, their retreat was as 


ignominious as their advances had been criminal. The legiflators of a 


‘Civilized nation gave notice that they were fot fwindlers and footpads. 


Their folicitude upon this point produced the fection above quoted, 
which declares, in plain terms, that they were not going to rob and to 
fteal. 

Suca a declaratory claufe was indeed requifite to remove fome natu- 
ral fufpicions with refpeét to the integrity of the fifth congrefs. Con- 
fidering what they really did, and who their leaders were, their jea- 
loufy that they might be fufpected is an evidence of their judgement. 
But the Virginian flatute coricerning aliens was not pailed by pérfons 
like thefe. Its authors did not feel themfelves compelled to be the 
compurgators of their own probity. The reiervation in favour of fo- 
reign merchants and their families, the fhelter afforded by the inter- 
ference of the executive couticil, and the exprefs reference to a pend- 
ing, or expected ftate of national hoftility, are land marks that place an 
infuperable diftinction between thefe two flatutes of Virginia, and of 


-eongrefs. The latter does not require even an expectation of public hof- | 


tilities. It only fays that the prefident may “ order all fuch aliens as 
‘© he fhall judge dangerous to the peace and fatety of the United States, 
6 or fhall have reafonable grounds to fufpect are concerned in any trea- 
& fonable or fecret machinations againft the government thereof, to 
& depart,” &c. Thefe are the whole reafons afligned by congrels, But 
the Virginian law makes it neceffary that war fhould be exifting, or 
apprehended between this country, and the nation to whom the pro- 
pofed exiles belong. All thefe circumflances keep, at the wideft dif- 
tance, thefe two laws which the minority have jumbled together. 


« Their objec was to puzzle and confound, and not to enlighten the 
& underftanding; and, if they meant to refcue the law of congrefs 


from the charge of impropriety and injuftice, by the inftance of that 
« of Virginia, they have been guilty of a gross misrepresentation: for 
& the at of that ftate, fo far from being fimilar to that complained of, 


'% is not a law concerning alien friends, but a law refpecting alien ene- 


& ‘mies, perfectly fimilar to that of congrets, of which no one complains, 
and which paffed without oppofition.” I here cite fome remarks 
from a fpeech made by Mr. Gallatin, in the debate of February roth, 
1799, as to the repeal of the alien and fedition laws. A felec com- 
mittee had been ordered to report, on. that bufinels, to the houfe of 
reprefentatives. In their report, they came forward with the fame 
defpicable artifice, which has here been detected ‘in the minority of 
Virginia. The paflage applies with equal exadinefs to the counter 
addrefs, and to the report to congrels. 
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Ir will be interefting to know by what kind of majorities in congrefs 
this alien a was.ufhered into exiftence. I fhall, therefore give, in 
the firft place, an account of the proportion of votes from each flate int 
favour of the bill, and againft it. This fummary will affift as in afcertain- 
ing the ftate of political opinions, in jummer, 1798, cn the two oppo- 
Gite fides of the Patowmack. I {Hall then give a flioht dketch of the 
perfonal charaters of fome of the gentlemen themfelves. 

Tuts alien a& originated in the fenate of congreis, where it was 
read, for the firft time, upon June 8th, 1798. Fae ee 
the celebrated poet, then propojed an amendment of the fecond claufe 
of the fri feGtione It was in thefe words: “* which order-fhall alto: 
 exptefs the cause of removal.”” Nothing could be more reafonable 
than this amendment. It was rejected by feventeen votes againtt fixe 
Nature muft have fitted this majority to be fenators of Venice, and 
not of afree countrys A man is thruft over “ the brink of gaping 
«¢ ruin,?* and he is not to be told for what offence. It is faid that 


Jaws are made for the prevention of crimes, and that fuch onlyis the’ 


proper objet of punifhment. But ih thin, asin Cvery wens Sane 
view, the monifter now before us inverts all common principles of legis 
flation. The punifhmient cannot be defigned to prevent offences; for 
the ofence is to be concealed, as well as to be punifhed; and the coun- 
ster addvefs itfelf has candidly declared that punifhment may be infliGed 
although-an offence Sas not been committed.* Mr. Tattnall voted a- 
gainft this amendment. He allo voted againft the bill itfelf. As he 
ultimately voted againft it, he fhould, in point of confiftency, have 
fupportéd this amendment, which, to a certain degree, counte- 
racied the defpotic principles of the bill. It is often difficult to guefs 
the motives upon which a gentleman founds his vote. I have known 
a member of congrefs who fupported a queftion, in, exprefs contra- 


diction to his own wilhes, only becaufe he was certain of. being left in | 


a minority. Mr. Tattnall’s obje( muft have been that, if the bill pat 
at all, it fhould be as odious as poflibles tM Nk 


NOTE? 


- 


” 
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On the paffing of this act, thé votes were fixteen againtt fevene 
They ftood thus. 
dn favour of the bill. 


New-Hamphhire, OR 
Matiachuletts, | Ve 
Rhode-!fand, 7 1. 
ComneGicut, 2s 
~Verment, Re 
“New-York, He 
Ne w-Je rley Le 
‘Penntyly ape I 
‘Delawar te Be 
Mary! tnd: 1; 


Nofth- Caxsin ay 


Is 
Seuth-Carolina, vi 
166 

' Against the bills 
Virginia, a 
North-Carélina,  ‘ te 
“Kentucky, ngs 
Tennetffed, Ze 
Georgia, Ie 
a) 


Tux fenate then fent down their bill to the reprefentatives, wheré 


-if met with a much more Pew nEPEe ES than that among them- 
felves. 


Tux a& concerning aliens paffed in the houts of reprefentatives, on 


Jusie-21f, 1798, by vat fix votes againft forty. Nineteen members 
were abfents 


The numbers ftood thus. 


| _ For the bill. 

New-Hamphhire, | $. 
Maflachufetts, Ie 
Rhode-Ifland, Ze 
Connedticut, Je 
Vermont; Ie 
New-York, $e 
New-Jerfey, 40 
Pennfylvania, he 
Delaware, Ie 
Maryland, | | de 
Virginia, : Eb 
North-Carolina, Ie 
South-Carolina, : Zo 
: vitae lis 

Majority of réprefentatives for the alien atts atts 


Or the whole forty fix, the four New-England ftates furnith. twenty 
vhree, and all America, from this fide of the Eston misaerernertt foure 
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The minority run asdollows?. 

“ | Against fhe 1 BE oi 
Miiachokee Deo 3 Ie 
Verwont, eet eee ee 3 eY Fé 
New-York, i 2s 

Penntyivania, ogc < c 

Ma ryland, als 
‘Virginia, eee 
‘Kentucky, | | 26 
North-Carolina, : Pea ; 8. 
*Tenneflee, ee Ie 
South-Carolina, 3. 
, “Georgia, 3 
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From this account of the votes in both houfes, it is evident that the 
alien aét was indebted for its exiftence to the New-England faQions 
Not one fenator from that country voted againft it, and only one re- 
pretentative, out of twenty-four, who were prefent. On the contrary, 
of twelve Virginians who were then in the houfe, eleven voted againtt 
it.’ Ind™the fone there were fourteen members to the north of the 
Patowmac, and every one of them fupported the bill. Of the mine mem- 
bers to’the “fou th of that river, two voted for, and feven againft it. 
aie b eRe RSONS at a diftance from congrefs are apt to conceive the pro- 
foundeft: veneration for their decices. “fo fpeak of them without repent 
‘qs regatded by many as a {pecies of impiety. To diffolve this kind « 
fitperfition fomiething® fhall be faid as to the perfonal charaGters of ie 
eral of its members. An acquaintance with the ators wall: extinguifh 
‘ur firphife at the fingularities of the fcene, and feems indeed almoft 
‘neceffary for the fake’ of underflanding it. 
~ We hall begin with the twenty-fix reprefentatives of New- Hone 
Of thefe only shiet were heard of during the revolution ; viz. General 
Shepard, who fupported the alien bill, “General Varases the: folitary 
New-England member who voted dpaintt it, and General Skinner, a 
republitan, who was ablent. Shepard may be a good foldier, but there 
is hardly a more ignorant or wretched reafoner. Sewall,. anit Dwight 
Fofter, are faid to have been confidered as tories during the revolution. 
The latter but feldom fpeaks in congrefs ; ; and the former would oblige 
them by-holding his tongue. Sewall is an inflammatory and infolent 
harangtiér; but his efforts are difinterefted. He isa bankrupt, 
and has’ but little to fear from the worft misfortunes which can 
befall his countrys Excepting Skinner and Varnum, Nathaniel 
Freeman was the only republican reprefentative of NeweEngland 
in the fifth congrefs. He fpoke feldom, and has. retired. from pub- 
liclife.. John Allen, a tall hectic figure, is remarkable for the extravs 
agance ‘of his expreflions. He has declared that the federal conftitu- 
tion is not Worth a damn, and that he would be glad to give it a hick« 
The time and place, where he faid fo, with the names of the witnefles 
who were prefent, fhall be told hereafter. Hegave up*hisfeat in the 
fixth congrefs, for the fake of-being chofen into the aflembly of Con- 

@eCient. But alas ! he.was overpowered ae the republican candidate. 
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Durine the third congrefs, George Tienes hardly. once opened 
his lips. He fupported the chara&er of a reafonable mam. Of late 
‘years, Mr. Thatcher has been a frequent. fpeaker; and his orations 
prove that filence was better than any thing which he can fay. He 
told congrefs that Barras mu‘ have been either mad or drunk, when he 
tladehis farewell addrefs to Monroe. We cannot fuppefe this mem- 
ber of congrefs acceffible to British gold. . Iti iS, ticcetat impoflible 
to explain the rapid and remarkable change in the mannersof Mr, 
Thatcher, “From referve and decency, he has abruptly pafled into 
noife and petulanee. He certainly would not give himfelf fo much 
trouble without fome weighty reafon. 

Harrison O7ts hasa tolerable command of words. He isnot en- 
tirely divefted of fancy. But he is guiltlefs of argument, of veracity, 
or of candour. He has been appointed adire€tor in the bank of the 


pe? 


United States; and he muft have obtained that niche in the temple of 


peculation, by doing what fome people would not with to do. The 
dregs of a groveling ine were difcovered in his petty maneuvres for 
an addition of two hundred dollars to the falary of his father. In Sum- 
mer, 1798, Otis was remarkably pofitive that the French would 
invade Americas No man can be mmore ambitious to be the fca- 
yenger of his party than this calu™niator of the Irifh nation. His 
utility will neither be impeded by the ftubbornnefs of his principles, 
nor promoted by the fplendour of his talents. 

Tue late Mr. Coit wifhed to be impartial. On this account, he was 
attacked, with the utmoft fury, by the treafury newfpapers. He was 
told that a doubtful friend was more dangerous than a profeffed ene- 
my, that Callender was preferable to Coit. To compenfate for his er- 


ror, he made a long a violent inveCtive in Congres againft Mr. Jet 


ferfon ; and to the dif ferace of that affembly, he was not ordered to fit 
down. WAS Gdit Voted for the alien and fedition acts. 

' OnE of the two reprefentatives of Vermont is Mr. Morris, an attor- 
ney, and Bae Admirable upon the turf, he is of no confe- 
_ quence in any other place, David Brooks of Mew York was fitter for 
a bear garden than for a feat in'congrefs. John Williams had once. 
been biiile, to an itinerant quack doctor, About the end of the war, 
he was a colonel, and by making falfe and overcharged returns of his, 
regiment, he B cetued a large overplus of Pay: For. foldiews who were 
dead. He was expelled for perjury from the fenate of New-York. 
An interval of time, and per haps of honefty, had caft a mantle over his 
infamy, and in a dearth of decent candidates, the rope rane gave him 
a place im the fourth congrefs. ‘ Nature will return,’ fays Horace. 
“ although you drive her ont w ith a {pear.”’ Wallies: relapled into, 
the primitive ey of his conftitution. He became a violent arifto- 
¢rat, andin fpite of his former friends, he was chofen for the fifth con- 
grefs. That this felon fhould ever have been elefied for congrefs at 
all, or that the reprefentatives fhould have fuffered him to pr ofane their 
pr efenew! are circumf{tances which caft indelible reproach on the char- 
acter of America. ‘The cafes of Marfhall and Gunn were quite as blaft- 
ed.. The people of a diftrict fay to theft, thou art my representative. 
The legiflature fays to perjury, thou art my brother. Citizens of Vir- 


ginia! while fuch multiplied records of ignominy are flaring in your. 
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faces, you cannot wonder that government itfelf has been fo frequent: 
ly conduGed on the principles of Tyburn! ! The alien and {edition acts 

are no longver furprifing, when we analyze the charaAer of their au. 
thors. 

Mr. Dayton was the moft remarkable reprefentative of Jerfey in the 
fitth congrets. He had always bees cuarrelfome. Put in the fecond> 
. fiion, his naturel rudenefs burft into pofitive brutal ty. He was 2 

nember of that virtuous band of le. iflators, who bought up the certif, 
ay of the old foldiers. Det: fted by republicans, and even by lis own’ 
Pay he is in habits of intimacy with the Britif ambaffador. Fut, as- 
Junius fays of Wedderburne, there feems to be fomething about hor. 
De -yton, é which even trea chery cannot truft.” : 

Four Pennfylvanians voted for the alien a; and Mr. Hartley, whe 
was then abfent, voted for the {edition ad. Kitven and Sitgreaves 
are too bankrupt attornies, and both remarkable for the viclence ef their 
Britifh principles. 

Bayarp of Delaware is, if pofible, the rankeft ariftocrat, the moft 
unblufhing advocate for political corruption, that pollutes either houfe, 

Mr. Crark of Mavyland had originally been a man of fenfe and. 
moderation. But thefe gualities can no longer pleafe the leaders of 
the party. Neither praife nor profit, is to be. got by them. 

ce NERAL Danie, Morean. of Virginia held an cffce in the. 
R ition roh expedition. He fhared. very deeply in the profits of that, 
job.* He would certainly have yoted for the celebrated pair 3 but 
want ol Leelth prevented his attendance. | ‘ 

WiACHER is a Scots ariftocrat. He did not vote for either of the 
bills. He had gone to the country, before they came forward. , 

Evans yoted for both 3 and he has defended them in a pamphlet, 
which is veryviolent, and very dull. 

Mr. Grove was th only member from North-Carolina who fup- 
ported thefe laws. ne ihe. makes noife bimfelf, nor caufes noile te 
be made about hirs. Ee is apparently. fuperior to the profs ignorance, 
of Lroo ha, the toad-eating fervility of Otis, the petulance of Kittera, 
and the tUrcming brutal: ity of Dain 

Tee lit clofes with South-Carelina. The, very pame of ‘Cicaak 
Pine oy is ~- nontiveus with inf enificances ‘But it is better to be del- 


pitea : -a,ywoa: manthan tobe ¢ letefled as a br dong. Pinckney’s aps 
probatur co f “oken up treaty afcertains the confidence which 3 ig 
cas ie his ecuten+!s2 ud bis judeement. At the laft eleGion for prefis 
ced “had damele:cnce of being choflen.., The caleiwas aiis.n i) me 
al o.ats them ‘vlves v cre divided in their views. ‘The New-Englaad- 

‘soo ced to have a, New-England pen They caft thar eyes 
voon Nive Adams. (He was a: protefied, ariitockc ts, Pigamee ean 
itd and ferviceeble to the Brith ue Tp: fprifigs: 1748 re. 
oul. och. an the fenate of conrr:33,. hed ficotlively deteated every 
pepe bic a A 


- “unportin® the weliare, and independence of hig 
Coucuye” On ian unc cf his chrradter, Mr. Adams was as unexcentie 


re & 
— oo 
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enable as political depravity could make him. * But unhapp ly hevba- 
always {poken with contempt, or fomethins worfe, of Mr. Hamilton’s 
faancial projeQs, of the maiticnal baa, eid of the fandin > fyiten.” 
A fecond party would have been clad to tce Mr. Hamilton himfelf :a 
the chair. But they knew that it was rnpolible to get ihe cones f+ 
rence of New-Bnyland. Another fcheme ‘was yet in ftore. 
ftarted Pinckney, -as runper’ fos the vicesprefid: ney; Every elecicr 
muft vote for two perfons, 723s not at liberty to fay that he votes 
for one as prefident, and ¢h2*ether as vice prefident. He gives Lis 
allot for both without diftinicn. If the arificcrats of the eaftern. 
and middle ftates could Fave been pverfuaded to vote unanimcufly for 
Pinckney, as upon the.r fide, he “ad at the fame time a profpedt of 
fome votes in the fouthern %ases. where he-paffed for a republican. if 
he had been eleSed, it was uodesitced that Hamilton would have bec 
practical prefident, as he is at prefent praétie: } commander of the 
fianding army. A confiderable number of the Virginian eleClors were 

en the point of votine for Pinckney, with aview to make him vice- 

prefident.. [he ftratazem was explained te them by Mr. John Taylor. 

‘Phe orient2l faves, alio, faw through this projedt,} and thus it fell to 

the ground. Bat Mr. Adains found it neceffary to keep terms with to 
dangerous-a vivalas Ham iton. The commend of the new fanding 
army was the fopfor Cerbervs. Hence it is that we have ‘een a miior 
general carved from the coward, who, by his own account, has trey - 
bled at the menaces of a cuckold; from the mifcreant, who, by bis own 
account, fir deb weed a young and beautiful woman, and then print- 
ed der conjident’al letters ! Thefe afirmations I borrow from his own 

apolovy, as it has been prefented to the world, by this unparalelled 
montter. 

Mx. Pincunry has had a handfome fhare in the {poils of the nation. 
— —+er— 
; NOTES. 

4 Vhis circumstance bas already been adverted to inthe American 
Annual Register, Chap. 01%. It is also weil known to every member 
of congress under the new government. Mr. Adams never attempted to 
make a secret of bis abborrence. Tous we see the gentine enaracter 
of the presidents When but in a sesonaary station, be censuned the 
funding system. Wher at ihe bead of affairs, be reverses all bis for- 
mer principles. He exerts bimsef t3 plunge bis country into the mast. 
extensive and ~uinaus establishments. In the tao first years of bit 
presidency, be bas contrived pretences to dowble the annua? exj cice of 
government, by useless flects, armies, sinecures, and jobs, of every pos- 
sible deseristion. After condemning Hamni‘lion’s funding “srsicia, ve 
bas done dis nimost to extend and confizm ‘tf. 

* M-. Adams himself mentioned tt w th ibe utmost feoedom. = Amr- 
ricaa Annual Register, Sap. gid, Mr. Pinckaey, ther of Luidon, was 
informed of bis standing a cwa-2 for the prize. in: 


aoe hic line Vs 


——_ 
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tiy and sén- 
sibly answered that * it wouid ve singular if be, svbo wis the object of 
“ neltber party, should be the choice of both.’’ 
_ § Hamilton bas printed the two receipts thot be took for the money, 
abich saved bint from apommelling. This is ovr rogior ceneral 
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Highteen thoufand dollars are fated for his ex “penceé during a journey» 
from, London. to Madrid.* A. congrefs member is allowed tixdullaees 
per twenty five miles, for his trouble in travelling to and from that/af-* 
fembly. Compute! that’ Mr. Pinckney went fix I hundred miles forwards;: 
~ and as much back again. lhe whole charge of both journies,. at the* 
rate above ftated, iid come ex cactly to two hundred andeighty- eights 
dollars, ‘Travelling is at leaft as dear in this connie as’ in-Europe # 
yet in order to remove all obje€tions, let us allow fix hundred dollars” 
for thefe twelve hundred. miles. It is probab ble, but cannot in this 
place be affirmed,.that during the fame time, Pinckney continued to™ 
uplift his falary, as ambaflador to Eneland. Admit, therefore, that’ 
he itaidin Madrid for. two hundred days, and give’ ee twelve dollars: 
per day, for his fervices. This is more thar? Hamilton himfelf had in 
Philadelphia, as fecretary to the treafury. It will not be pretended that’ 
the bufinefs of an ambaffador was more important than that of Ham." 
ilton. ‘Vivo hundred days alfo were much more than {uflicient for the’ 
balinefs. For that excellent treaty, the United States are indebted tez 
the patronage of France. The court ef Spain agreed to it in fome’ 
hafte, from a perfuafion that the interefts of France and America 
were infeps arable. his we learn from governor Monroe. Taking,” 
therefore, ix hundred dollars for the journey, and, two thoufand four’ 
hundred, at twelve dollars per day, for the refidence, the refult is three 
thowinnd dollars. Byt. Mr. Wolcott, in his report, has charged 
eighteen thoufand dollars, which, after a very handfome allowance, was 
jut fix times more than what it hioutd have been. 
. TPuus, fifteen thoufand dollars muft have been utterly funk and waf- 
ted. Mr. George Keith Taylor is one of the counter addreffers of 
the minor ity of V irginia. Can this gentleman, or can any gentleman, | 
hold up his face and defend fuch horrid pillage ¢ Mr. Taylor muft ei- 
ther condemn this footpad fi fcene, or fubmit to be confidered as upon a 
level with its aQors. It cannot be furprifing that Pinckney, with fuch 
handfome payment, fupported an alien ora fedition a&. This is that 
executive influence, for the extenfion of which Mr. Bayard of Delaware. 
has been fo zealous an advocate. A flave is bought and fold for oth. 
er people’s money. The freemen of America have been bought and 
fold for their own, Fifteen thoufand dollars form a powerful argue 
nent, even on the wortt fide of the worft queftion. Our fan@ified cab-_ 
inet was almoft {cared into convulfions, on the fecond hand report from’ 
two aaaen that the French ey wifhed for a bribe. The 
largeis of ‘Thomas Pinckney can be confidered as nothing better. 
_ Ann here I muft notice the fallibility of an ancient proverb, which 
tells us that «: voat Bh one says must be true. For every man in this 
cley lays and believes that Mr. John Marfhall {pent feveral thoufands’ 
of d ollars npo} mn ‘Hate’ to promote his late eleG@ion to congrefs. 


They add that it was only by fuch practices, that he was able to difap- 
—a a 
NOTE. 


jal, ‘oo « 
. * The words are these: “* September 30th, 1794. For the expences 


of a'special envoy to Madrid,’ 18,000 “dolla ro,’ Vid® Mr. Wolcott's 
Report, of Feoruary, 15ib, 17976 ’ 


PROSPECT BEFORE US. “yay 


spoint Mi. Clopton. »All-this and much more hag beem beli¢ved, and. 
yet the accufation‘is incredible.’ If itis mean to afk a bribe, it ds yet 
more deteftable to give one. The horror which Mr.’Marfhall felt at 
the propolal of the French fharpers mu place him far above the impus. 
tation of afimilar tranfaciion. In the very midft of his outeries of 
contempt and abhorrence, it feems inconceivable that he fhould, in the 
faceof Virginia, perpetrate the very crime which he was fo eager to éohs 
‘demn. A citizen of Richmond fays that his vote was folicited ' by the 
friends of. Mr. Marshall ;. and that upoh his refulal to comply, an abor= 
tive attempt was made to diftrefs him for a debt. With regard to 
‘every thing which iflues in political proftitution, and corruption, we 
are getting, as fa{t as poflible, beyond England. °Put the cafe that an 
eleGtor of Weftminfter fhall refufe to vote for Charles Fox; and that, 
out of revenge, the latter fends him to prifon fora debt. A Welts 
gninfter candidate would not dare, at the Huitings, to fiand up. 
onthe head of fuchaftory. Bribery is bad; but oppreilion is an hun 
dred times worfe. - If our reprefentative carried, or but attempted to. 
carry his election, either by the one, or the other, he is unqueftionably 
one of the moft atrocious impoftors upou earth. In this cafe, his tef2 
timony againft Talleyrand would pais for no more than that of Barring- 
ton upon the trial of a pick-pocket. All this is fo very plain a conclu- 
fion, that there cannot be a difference of opinion about it. We muit 
not, therefore, believe, as.we consiantly have done, that Mrs Marfhall 
{pent five or fix thoufand dollars upon barbacues. 
- In the fixth congrefs, when this gentleman votes for all the’ dirty 
tneafures of adminifiration, we are to fuppofe that he acis from the 
pureft motives only. Much is expefed from his talents and elo= 
quence. Hence, in the prefent groupe of congrefhonal portraits, 
a fketch of Mr. Marfhall’s condu@ will not be regarded as a di- 
greflion. He is one of the reputed authors of the counter ads 
dre{s; and the hypocritical canting that fo ftrengly marks it, correfponds 
very well with the difpatches of X. Y.& Z. ‘The behaviour of the 
American triumvirate, at Paris, forms one of the moft fingular farces 
in hiftory. To expofe, through all its proper colours, the impenetrable ef- 
frontery of their impofture, would require the abilities and efforts of Da- 
vila himfelf.* The envoys trampled pon their inftructions from the 
. prefident ; or at leaft upon that part of them which has been printed. 
‘Their apparent reafon for this act of difobedience was that they wanted 
to break off all eorrefpondence between France and the United States. 
Hence, it is univerfally believed by the republicans that the ambaffa- 
dors had private injunctions for that effect from the prefident. | 
THESE envoys arrived in Paris, on Oftober 4th, 1797. On the 
th, they fent to Talleyrand a verbal intimation of their arrival. On 
the 6th, they fent him an official notice. The minifter defired 
to fee them upon the 8th. They went acgordingly. They pre- 
fented their letters of credence. They were told by Talleyrand 
that, by orders from the diretory, he was making out a report on the 








ED + See 
| NOTE. | | 
. ® Por bis literary character, see American Annual Register, Chape 
9th. | 
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fituation o F the United States with regard to Frates ; that this report 

would be fnithéd | in afew days; and that he would ‘ten! 1a them know 
what fteps they were to follow. They-afked the minifier if cards of 
hofpitalit ‘y were in. the mean time, neceflarys Ts dleyrand faid that 
they were fo; and on the next day, O€ Gober, gth, they had fuch cards 
fen. them. ‘hua far, all was peripicuity, fi ananel and fri ey 
on th: part ch the 4 French minifter. 

On ine rch of ONoher, major Mountflorence informed Pinckney 
ot forne convert2tion between himielf, and Mr. C dimond, the feeretary ok 
‘alleyrans vine tubitance of it was that the Direé ‘tory were greatly 
ex fperated ct fore parts of the prelident’s theech, at ‘the opening: of 
iconereis, in Mov, 17673 aod that they v eo require an explanation 
ofice Dnere couli be nothing: move natural and reafonable than this 

punition, We all semember with what. Reais and difenft, and 
nation, every lever ef peace he: cod the firkt Ipeech of Mr. Adams 
£9 thea chico eee Ire OGicada alio informed major Mountflorence 
REO! Yo aoe oR tiadors would not have a pudbl’c endience of the 


G@ ecco, id wech tune as their negeciation was finifhed; that ‘pros 





bedi per ons woul be anpointed to ‘treat with, them; but: that they 
Wowls. cep! ft toi elieyna suds who would dire: the negociation. © This 
Te recon. trom. Cinoid couldabe confidered in no other light than as 


a meliage to the ambatladors themfelves. But the contents be’ ne: fome= 
what ofa referved nature, the refinement of French politeneis adopted 
this method cf communication. 

Tbe coolneis cf. the directory cannot be. thought wendeeiun eats 
we look Bank fo recent eircumflances. Pinckney, in his previous em: 
bafly to Paris, had created a perfonal cuarrel between himielf. and the 
diretory. te wrote home to his government refpe@ing them in 
the mcf injurious and contemptuens terms. Adams and congrets 
pudlifh.1 thefe foolifh inve@iives. The British: faQion in cong refs 
echoed the reproaches and infults of the ambaffador. ‘The printer to 
the fenate fuperaddcd his daily paces of {eurrility; and the Britifh am- 
baffador had been permitted to eftablith at Philadelphia a newfpeper, of 
which the profeffed objet was to provoke a war between France and 
the United States. Joel Barlow.juftly ebferves that the. fendin= back 
of Pinckney to Paris was defigned by Adams, and confidered by France, 
as a deliberate ixfult. The nomination of Mre Marihall wes not much 
better. Ke had always been a profefied friend te the government of 
the rack, oz the baftile, the gabelle, the corvees, to ii deminaticn of 
prietts and ftrumpet ts, and of a caterpillar ncbility. » C: erry had a tine. 
ture, but it was a {mall one, of republican princirles; and befides, 
this identical Gerry, when a member of cone: rre{s, had pertained bimiclf 
by voting for the charter of the bank of the United Statess* All thefe 
circumftances prefent a .uficient explanation of the ccolmeis cf the 
French gove ment. 

Make the ° ippofition that a member cf the directory had edict the 
council of five hund::d thes Adams muft have been either mad or drunk 
when he delivered his .»2ec. of May 16th, 1797. Put the cafe that 

— 
NOP B.- 
* Vid. particslars ia Sieiches of the Adistory of America, Chap. 36 
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"the directory had returned back Adet to Philadelphia, and had con- 
joiued with him Genet and Fauchet. Let us alfo figure that the di= 
‘retory fhould, at the fame time, have publifhed in Paris, Fauchct’s 
datercepted d:ipatches, and an ‘hundred other libellous publications, 
with a view to provoke the French nation againft the United Statess 
Such proceedings muft have exafperated every man in this country. 
We fhould have exclaimed, in one voice, that thefe tyrants did not 
with for peace; that they were thé moft reftlefs, the moft infolent and 
peridious of mankind. . | 


| [bis was the very track pursued by the government of America. For 
‘the utter condemation of our ambaffadors, it is ufelefs to go beyond 
their own difpatches, to which we fhall now return. 
~ On O&ober 18th, one Mr. X. called on Pinckney, and said that he 
hada meflage ftom Tallefrand to communicate tohim. He mention- 
ed, what has every chaice of being true, that the Dire@ory, and efpe- 
cially two of its members, were excéedingly irritated at fome paffages 
of the prefident’s fpeech; and defired that they fhould be foftened. 
Mr. X. added“ that, befides this, a fum of mouey was required for the 
« pocket of the direftory and minifters, which would be at the difpofal 
‘of M. Talleyrarid, and that a loan would be infifted on.” I feel the moft 
_perfea conviction that no French man of butinets, employed by a French 
, fecretary of flate, upon fuch an affair, would ever have defcended to this 
‘vulgar phrafe of the pocket. ‘That was undoubtedly invented, and in- 
~ferted, by the triumvirate themftlves, with a view to the. fubfequent , 
publication of the difpatches, and the irritation of the people of Amer- 
ica. Again, we are informed that Mr. X. ‘ mentioned that the dou- 
* ceur for the pocket was twelve hundred thoufand livres, about fifty 
-& thoufand potinds fterling.” Here the phrafe of the pocket is again 
hauled in for the fame treacherous purpofe. As for the loan, this pro- . 
“pofal was, in the abftract, perfeCtly natural, fince France had in the 
revolution, relieved Ainerica, not otily by a loan, but by agift. As 
for a douceur to the direftory, there was no more harm, or difgrace, im 
bribing them than in purchafing a peace with captain Johnny, with. 
George the third, or with the dey of Algiers. This adiniffion has not 
the moft diftant view to the vindication of French piracies. 7 
Ty anfwer to Mr. X. “ General Pinckney told him, his colleagues 
“« and himfelf, from the time of their arrival bere, had been treated with 
“ great flight and difrefpe& ; that they earneftly wifhed for peace and 
-& yeconciliation with France ; and had been entrufted by their coun- 
& try with very great powers to obtain thele ends, on honorable terms.’” 
‘Gentle reader! you have feen an. exact account of the treatment of 
thefe envoys by Talleyrand ; and you cannot point out one atom of 
flight, or difrefpect. They had. been received with politenefs, when 
they waited upon Talleyrand, for they do not make the fmalleft com- 
_plaint for want of politenefs. On the contrary, when he told them 
‘that cards of hofpitality were neceflary, they fay themfelves that “ he 
< immediately rung for his fecretary, and dire@ed him to make them 
« out.’ What more could the mando to fhew his refpet? Accord- 
ingly, * the next day, cards were fent to us and our fecretaries, in a 
4¢fhle suitable to our official character.” | 
‘We have already {een that, on the 14th, Mr. Ofmond held a conver 
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‘fation with major Meat hareines and, in the Ais obliging and dels 
cate terms, made a reafonable apology for the non- -introdeéiomefethe 
ambaffadors to a public-audience of the diretory. This was only fix 
days after they had been clofeted with the minifter. On the 16th, Mr: é 
UX. waited upen GG ; and then, for the firft time, we are told of 
the reat si light and disrespect with which the triumvirate had been 
treated. From their own journal it is proved that the complaint was a 
falfe one. : 

Yue only point on which the fhadow ofan accufation ean ret is that 
the ambaifadors were not to be publickly received, by the direGory, 
until after their bufineis fhould be completeds. But this audience the 
envoys had not the {malleit reafon to expect, nor the {malleft title to 
_require. They knew beforehand that they were not to be received en 
_this footing. An arrete upon that head had been paiied by the direQo- 
-ry, onthe 11th of November, 1796. It was. therein refelved, ‘¢ that 
«6 they . will no longer. recognize nor. receive a minifter plenipoten- 
6 tary from .the United States, until after a reparation of the grievan- 
‘‘ ces demanded of the American government.” ‘This refolution had 
been communicated to the latter. “Accordingly, Mr. Pinckney was not 
received. Mr. Adams then appointed three envoys extraordinarys 

‘Talleyrand, the minitter of foreign relations, gave them cards of hofpi- 
tality, ¢ or, as an Indian would term it, he prefented them with the pipe 
of peace.. The way to nevociation ne thus. laid opens but in conte 
quence of the arrete ee mentioned, the envoys could not expect to 
be recognized, or received, in a public manner, until the contending 
governments fhould arrive ata proper explanation. All this was but 
an empty form,.and afforded no juft foundation for American murmurs. 
We proceed with the. journal of the embafly. a 
- On the rgth of October, Mr. X. called again. As to the loan, ye 
{poke thus : ““ the French government defiress befides, to obtain a loan 
eFeom the United States; but fo that that fhould.not give any jeal- 
. “ ouly to the Engli {fh government, nor hurt the GONG, oF the Uni- 
wee ted States.” 

Notruine could be more candid, moderate and acne thee the 
_tone of this prcepofal.. It has been affirmed, for twenty sulin of 
times, that, by the laws of nations, this loan aah have implicated the 
continent ina war with Britain. .If that was true, the French had 

much.more. provocation to commence hoftilities againft Americas The 
whole. Britifh Weft-Indies derived their fubfiftence from American pro= 
duce, which was exported to them by American merchantsy in defiance 
_of the. plain r meaning of the eventual and defenfive alliance of 1778. 
At. the fame time, horfes were publickly exported from Virginia to 
_mount the Britifh cavalry in the Weft-Indies. This, to be fure, was 
_a precious.kind of neutrality! For fuch an atrocious intercourfe be- 
_ tween the United States, and the Britifh iflands, a loan to the French 


government would have prefented a moft inadequate com enfations 
Pp qi 


But on this point I fhorten the fore-ground. It is certain that the 
propofed loan could not have fupplied England with a juft, pretence 
for making an American war.» The real truth was that Mr. X, and 
the French government, knew that the American envoys were meesdik. 
pofed for a quarrel with the republic. On this account, and for the 
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fake of pacification, both X, and the diretory, retired from ground 
which they were’warranted to keep. They granted, as true, what they 
knew to be falfe, that a formal loan trom America to France would af. 
ford a pretence for complaint on the part of England. By this concef- 
fion, by anticipating and cutting up ail poflible ‘objections, in fhort, by 
propofing to difenife this loan, Mia defigned to fecure his ultimate 
objet of obtaining | it. But.I muft affirm, as a moft notorious fact, that 
by the practice of. the nations of Europe, fuch a loan furnifhed 0g rea- 
fon for the complaint ofa third party.» The fubjeQ will be handled at 
full length, in the fecond part of this work, lnow go back to the 
amicable and reafonable propofition of X. who tells the ambafladors 
in what manner this American advance of money might be difzuiled. 
** This loan,” fays he, “ fhall be mafked by ftipulatine, that the gov= 
“ ernment of the United States confents to’ make the advances for the 
‘© payment of the debts contracted by the agents of the French gov- 
“‘ ernment with the citizens of the United States ; and which are al- 
“ ready acknowledged, and the payment ordered by: the director Ys but 
© without having been yet effeCuated.”” 

Ir may be debated whether it was proper for this country to make 
fuch an advance of money, But there could be no har min the propo- 
Lal from Talleyrand. The triumvirate could not expe that he was, 
at the firft brufh, to give them every thing in their own way. When 
this propofal was publifhed in’ America, there was raifed againft = 
French an univerfal and furious outcry. The bribe for the pocket, al- 
fo, furnifhed an endlefs theme. On this fubjegt, many perfons feemed. 
to have got their heads turned. Yet, if a prefent of fifty thoufand 
pounds fterling could have purchafed the perfonal friendfhip of the dt- 
rectory, it is impoflible that the money could have. been more fortu- 
nately expended. As to the point of morality, with that we bad no 
concern. As for the point of honour, the federal government had pre- 
vioufly paid a tribute of four thoufand dollars to the cook of the Dey of 
Algiers.* 

Own the 20th of OXober, Mr. X. car odaced M. Y. to ie ambaffa- 
dors. This gentleman held himfelf out as the confidential friend of 
Talleyrand. He obferved that the diretory “ hed neither acknow~ 
- Jedved nor received us, and confequent y have not authorifed M. 
“ Talleyrand to have any communications withus. The minifter, there- 
“ fore, could not fee us himfelf ; but had authorifed his friend M. Y. 
“* to communicate to us certain propohelons, and to receive our aniwers 
to them:’? 

You will obferve that almoft the whole of this exordium confifts of. 
‘ohebiseti Talleyrand had. aftually. received. meflages from the ambaf- 
-fadors. In that charaéter, he had converfed with themfelves at his own 
houfe. He had- treated them with politenefs. He had fupplied them 
- with cards of hofpitality. He had told them that he could not, fcr a 
few days, enter into bufinefs with them ; but. that he would fhortly. 


——— +} Ce 
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NOTE. 
* In dividing the money sent from America, each officer in the service 
ofthe Dey had bis particular share specified ina private sched ile, giver 
to the ambassador. The above is said ta be one article of the bill. 
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begin to negociate. He fent his fecretary, to make an apolosy, m the 


inoit delicate manner, to their fecretary, for the poliponement of the 
direGtory with regard to granting them a public audiences ‘Lhe ams 
baffadors could not, ‘upon any principles of common fente, atk for a 
more amicable reception. | ERR Age i 
In the face of all thefe fa&ts, which appear upon their own journal, 
M. Y. fays that the directory had not authorifed Talleyrand to receive 
these envoys, and that therefore be could not see them himself. Ut M. 
Y.did really fay fo, he told two notorious lies) Hence, he was unworthy 
of farther attention, and they fheuld have turned him out of the room. 
They well knew that Valleyrand had commpnicated with them, that 
he had promifed to proceed with their bufinets. Aftet all this hadipaft 
between him and them, here comes a ftranger who tells them the moft 
audacious falfehoods, that Talleyrand had not authority to receive them, 
and could not see. them ! : Ao ae that a Pee? 
Tue ftory of M. Y. admits but of two methods of folution. The 
firft, and apparently the moft probable, ig, that thefe phrafes were ei- 
ther invented or exaggerated by the triumvirate themfelves. In that 
cafe, they muft be held as knaves.”’ The fecond fuppotition is that M. 
Y.did really fpeak in this ftile, and that the ambafiadors did honefily 
believe hime In this lattér cafe, they muft have been the gréateft fools 
that were ever fent upon fuch an important errand. In exprefs con- 
tradiction to the teftimony of their own experience, and their own fen- 
fes, they believed the word of this ftranger when he affirmed a direét 
falfehodd ; when he affirmed that Talleyrand could not fee them. dn 
this alternative between knavery, and folly, it feems to be but of little- 
confequence what M. Y. chole to fay, or what thofe envoys chofe to 
believe. ithe 3 . . 
Tue reader ought not to feel himielf hurt by the franknefs, or fe- 
_verity, of this ftile. For adulation, or'trimming, he muft feek fome- 
where elfe. Without regard to prejudice, without hunting for faGtious - 
applaufe, the author makes it his confiant rule, to examine with dili- 
gence and'candour, to exprefs with brevity and. precifion. iia 
Tue very next fentence of the difpatches, after that laft quoted, is 
in thefe words: “ M. Y. fated to us explicitly and repeatedly, that he 
‘‘ was cloathed with no authority ; that he was noT a diplomatic char- 
_% ader;. that he was not ****t he: was only the friend of M- Tal- 
* leyrand, and -trufted by him; chat with regard to, himfelf, he had 
Comte eee one thas he earneftly wifhed well to the United States.” 
" After fuch expiicit and repeated declarations’on the part of M. Y. it 
was the oreateft abfurdity in the ambafladors to hear another word from 
him. I, therefore, pafs over the bulk of this wild converfation, which 
concludes in thefe words. ‘ He anfwered that M. Talleyrand him- 
“ felf was not authorifed to foeak to us the will of the direftory, and 
© confequently. could not authorize him!” Thus the ftranger begins 
and ends his conference, by telling the triumvirate that they ought not 
to truft him. You muft obferve that both M. X. and M. Y. had im, 
\ : d He aes tp nies 4 ied ' 
NOTES. 
t Here is a blank in the journal. 
t Another blank. Sen iit 
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groduced themfelves to thefe ambafladors without the fmalleft atom of 
eredentials, or documents, from the French minifter. There was not 
fo muchas a fecond hand intimation from Talleyrand’s fecretary, that 
thefe perfons were to call upon them. 
Tus journal fays that, on “ O&tober the arft, M. X. came 
#6 before nine o’clock: M. Y. did not come until ten. He had 
6 pafled the morning with Talleyrand.” By this driveling {tile, 
fo it for Mrs, Quickly, the triumvirate have battered into forty pages 
a ftory that Monroe would have toldin four. As for Y’s having past 
the morning with Talleyrand, we have only his word for it, and it has 
already been proved that either he was in the habit of fbbing, or that 
AGions were invented in his name. I pafs over a great deal of trafh, 
and haften to the following amazing paflage. MM. Y. faid we treated 
“ the money part-of the propofition as if it had proceeded from the 
ce dire&ory ; whereas in fa& it did not proceed even from the minifter, 
but was only a fuggeftion from dimself, as a fubftitute to be propoled 
. © by us, in order to avoid the painful acknowledgment that the direc- 
&§ tory had determined to demand of us.” [Flere we have as complete 
an exculpaiion both of Talleyrand, and the direQory, as it is poilible 
to conceive; and it muft again be afked why thefe envoys difgraced 
themfelves and their country, by holding any further corre fpondence 
with fo infolent afwindler? But, from their own ftatement, it is evl- 
dent that the ambaffadors were anxious to faften upon the French go- 
. vernment an-accufation of corruption. Inftead of telling one of their 
deryants to fhew the gentleman the way down flairs,] ‘it was told 
‘him,”. fays the journal, {f that ve underftood that matter perfectly ; 
§* that we knew the prepofitisn was in form to be ours; but that it 
“# came substantially from the minifter-” They had no reaton for 
thinking that, when M. Y, told them, in the ftrongeft terms, that the 
project of bribery came exclufively from dimself. It was upon fuch 
-evidence of the guilt of the directory, that the people of America ran 
half out of their fenfes. The fudden ferment excited in Philadelphia, 
_can be figured by nobody but thofe who faw it. ey 
“ Wer obferved,” adds the journal, “that thefe gentlemen had 
-* brought no teftimonials of their fpeaking any thing from authority ; 
_“ but that relying on the fair charaéters they bore, we had believed 
“ them when they said they were from the minifter, and had converled 
_ © with them in like manner as if we were converling with Talleyrand 
_“himfelf; and that we could not confider any fuggeftion M. Y. had 
_% made, as not having been previoufly approved of.’”? Such was their 
language to X.and Y. ‘Citizens of Virginia ! paufe for one moment, 
and, in the name of ‘all that is intellectual, I conjure you to think of 
~fuch.confummate ideotifm ! Ina word, the triumvivs were to put con- 
_ fidence in every {windler who told thein that he was the friend ot Val- 
Jeyrand. They were to believe fuch fwindlers, in {pite of their trum- 
_ peting, for hours together, a chorus of the moft egregious lies, abfurdi- 
ties and contraditions ; in (pite of their being inceflantly told by thefe 
fellows themfelves that they had not a particle of authority from Tal- 
Jeyrand, or the DireCory ! Virginians! Can ye look back without 
aftonifhment and fhame, when you reflect that this was_the diplomat} 
*demonftration of the perfidy of the French minifter! If’ Marfhall did 
really believe what he taid, if he put truft in fharpers who affured him 
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the man’s underftanding? The country girl, to scarce a curtsey bred, ' 
could not have ated with more infantine fimplicity. Moft certainly, 
fir William ‘Temple, and Chefterfield, and Kaunitz,t and Sully, did 
hot conduct their embaflies upon fuch a foundation !. But our ambaf- 
fadors can be compared with nothing upon this fide of bedlam. 
_ SKIPPING over a labyrinth of converfation, we come to the 22d of 
October, when “ M. Z, a French gentlemen of refpetable charace 
** ter, informed Mr. Gerry, that M. Talleyrand had expected to have 
** feen the American minifters freguently in their private capacities ; 
aud to have conferred with them individually, on the objects of their 
miifion ; and had authorized M. Z. to make this communication te 
“* Mr. Gerry.” Upon the 8th, they had vifited the minifter. On the 
gth, he fent them cards of hofpitality, On the 14th, he fent them an 
indire@. meffage by his private fecretary ; and here upon the 22d, he 
Jends to enquire what had become of them, aud why they did not call 
upon him in the profecution of their bufinefs ‘ Yke journal proceeds 
in thefe words: “ the latter [to wit, Mr. Gerry,] © fent for his col- 
“ leagues; and a conference was held with M. 7, on the fubject; in 
which general Pinckney, and general Marbhall, expreffed their opin- 
ions, that, mt being acquainted with M. Talleyrand, they could not 
with propriety, call on him; but that, according to the cuftom i) ae 
France, he might expect this of Mr. Gerry, from a previous acquain- 
** tance in America. . This. Mr. Gerry reluClantly complied with on 
oe Oe oats t ea ve i a 
Tuis paifage proves, in the cleareft manner, that thefe people went 
to France, not for the purpofe of promoting peace, but for that of en- 
furing war. Let’us, for one moment, acquit thofe embafladors of the 
blackeft treachery, and then, by the genius of Cervantes! it is impof- 
fible to figure condu& more abfurd and ridiculous! Go feur thoufand 
miles to form an agreement with France, and then refufe to’ vifit the 
French minifter! to vifit him, when he fends for you in the kindeft 
terms | and after you have been affured that he is the fole perfon with 


that he had no authority for trufting them, what are you to think of 
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whom you are to proceed to bufinefs! To the fullennefs of pride this - 
yelufal fuperadds the balenefs of falfehood. You were not previously 
Oe 


acguainicd with him! If the fa& had been true, the apology was te 
the lalt degree, prepofterous ; but the gentlemen themfelves: inform us 
that the fact was falfe. Only fourteen days before Talleyrand’s fe- 
cond invitation, they had vilited and conferred with the French minif- 
ter. This unquettionably formed a previous acquaintance. But far- 
ther, if they were not acquainted with Valleyrand upon the 22d of Oc- 
tober, molt affuredly they were as little accuainted with him upon the 
éth. Hence it follows that, when they firft came to Paris, they fhould 
not have waited upon himat all. Butafter they had once held a confer- 
ence with Talleyrand, this pretence of their not being previously ac- 
guanted with Lim resolves into ftark naked nonfenfe. Men of Virginia ! 
Can you digeft fuch impoftures? The famous Popifh plot, or the warm- 
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t See bis character, in the posthumous bistory of the king of Prussigs 
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{ig pari, Madifon’s French pention, or his confpiracy with Giles and Jef. 
ferfon for the cutting of all your throats,* does not iffuein more frantic 
buffoonery than this refufal of John Marthall to vifit Talleyrand | What 
a ftrange compound of fenfe and folly muft the public be! and how 
wretchedly was the Jack-Afs of Virginian credulity dragged by his long 
ears, when the bells of Richmond rang for joy at the entrance of Cotefs 
worth Pinckney * Pore Ren a 

Gerry fays that he went reluctantly to vifit the French minifter. 
For this reluctance he does not affign a reafon, or even a pretence ; ahd 
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therefore the true reafon muft have been that'he was afraid of tranf- 
grefling the unprinted part of his orders. «By the bye, if we are never 


to vifit a perfon unlefs we have been previously acquainted with him, it 
Tible that an intercourfe with the reft of the {pecies ever can 


exit; forthe first vifit mut always precede an acquaintance. Com- 


~ pared with thefe difpatches the Koran becomes a plauhble and coherent 
compofition. 


‘Te fum up this cafe in a few words, envoys are fent from the 


“United States to confer with the French government. ‘They wait up- 
enthe minifter for foreign affairs, upon that-perfon who is to them, 


the official reprefentative of the French nation. He gives thele en- 


-voys a cordial reception. Within a few days thereafter, he fends for 
them, afecond time. His metfage is accompanied with the moft ob- 


liging expreffions of furprife and regret that they had not, during this 
interval, paid bim frequent vifits, in the double capacity of private 


friends, and of public minifters. Marthall and Pinckney refule to go, 


becaufe they are not previoufly acquainted with him. The fame ob- 


jection would have prevented them from accepting of an invitation 


“from the directory. | This objeftion they fhould have ftarted in Ameri- 


"ea, before they pocketed their thirty fix thoufand dollars. Mr. Adams 
tould then have feleGied agents more flexible. In December, 1796, 
Mr. Pinckney had no fuch fcruples. From his own correfpondence it 


js evident that he would have been very elad to vifit the predeceffor 


ef Talleyrand, if the French minifter had been willing to receive him. 
The difference of his behaviour muft have refulced from the difference 
between his firft’ and his fecond fet of infrudions. Mr. Wathington 
was not quite fo much fettered as Mr. Adams in the Britifh intereft. 


He had himfelf been a foldier. Hence he was not fo fond of war, as a 


¥ 


man of the pen, who had feen almoft none of its calamities but upon 


paper. 
Maxx the fuppofition that when Genet arrived at Philadelphia, he 


rc 


had paid a vifit to Mr. Wathington. Soon after, the prefident fends 
for him to dinner. “ I cannot come,” fays Genet, ‘¢ for I am not pre- 
 & vioufly acquainted with you.” If Genet had been capable of fuch 
* folly, the whole continent would have confidered him as out of his fen- 


Jes. There is not even the fhadow of a diftinGion between this ima- 
ginary. cafe and the aual behaviour of thefe precious ambaffladors. 
The conftituent materials of treachery, and of madnefs, are exadily the 
fime both in France and America. 
——D ta 
NOTE. 


# History of 1796, Chap, 11. and vit. 
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Senpa rieffaze to John Marfltall at the capitol. Bid hitn come to 
‘Rocket's, or Bacon’s Branch, to get a fee of an hundred dollars. He. 
will not refufe this invitation, becaufe he is not prev’ously acquai inted 
with his client. Upof the immutable principles of common fenfe, his 
refufal to vifit Talleyrand can be afcribed only td one caufe, that is, 
to private inftruClions from the cabinet at Philadelphia, for the pr omo- 
tion of a French war. 

_ Sormuch for Marfhall and Pinckney! Gerry confented to visit the 
French Mirnifter, but he did this reluctantly. It was not cohceivable 
that fuch an embafly could fucceedi Talleyrand muft have been per 
fuaded that the triumvirate were either crazed, or fomething worfe. 
The word réluctantly nuit have been defigned as a tacit excufe to Mr. 
Adams for Gerry’s rafhnefs in making this faint approach to his duty. 
His meaning was this: * do not be ftartled becaufe I have gone to vis 
© {it the French minifter. He has been ntoft provokingly civil and at- 
‘66 tentive to us. My two colleagues have refufed to wait upon him; 
& and this, of itfelf, is a petonal affront which he cannot for- 
get, although he may poflibly defpife it. Ifhall take care not 
(< fo be too forward in making advancess In fhort, your excellency 
‘© fhall have your French wat. You fhall have a pretence for calling 
« upon congrefs for loans and taxes, for armies wait wives You {hall 
« double the public expences. You fhall multiply, in a ten fold pro- 
¢ portion, the tribe of penfioners, and place hunters, of fycophants 
« andexcifemens You shall fill the country with adventurers in blue 
& coats faced with red. ‘They fhall refeue ‘horfe-ftealers and watch- 
“< ftealers,* flog republican printers, affault and flab your peaceable 
“© fellow citizens on the ftreets of New-York, and Bofton,} and profe- 
“© cute for defamation the jacobins who fare to complain of thefe out- 
** rages.{ Of this army, you fhall appoint thé moft blafted poltroon, 
> the moft infamous fcoundrel in America, to be the major generale 
« You fhall pefter the country with faft days. Your time-ferving par- 
s¢ fons fhall make the pulpit ring with the doGtrines of defpotifms In 
the name of the God of peace you fhalt take evéry poffible meafure 
© for the excitement both of foreign and domeftic war. You fhall 
“¢ profecute the widow of Thomas Greenleaf, for copying from the - 
« Gonftitutional Telegraphe a trifling article difrepetful _ to your fa- 
“ Yorite commander. You fhall fend her foreman 16 Bridewell 
“ for four months, on account of this publication; and every 
“© body fhalf wonder why ‘you did not profecute the original printer; 
_ and twenty other editors who copied this piece, and who were exaat- 
“ ly juft as guilty, or, a3 innocent, as David Fr othingham. ‘You 
“< fhall dictate to courts of juftice, and you fhall complain that they. 
“are corrupted. You fhall deliver up a Connecticut feaman to be 
“ tried for a moft commendablé aGtion, by a Britith prefs gang jury. 
“© And amidft the curfes of every honeftman, you fhall be able to fleep 
6. found im your bed, while the bones of your murdered fellow citizen 
** are bleaching upon a gibbet, at the mouth of Kingfton. harbour. 

a} 

NOTES. 

* At Richmond and Bristol. 

+ All this bas happened, in the strict and literal senses 

q This is a fact. Miercken verfus Duane 


a 
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; t You fhall be seed by Robert Linen, as an affociate in the Bria, 
** tifh confpiracy* for crufhing. the inv incible and immortal republic of 
“ France. His printerand John Ward Fenno fhall upbraid you, with 
all their fury, for the moft defenfible ation of your lite. They fhall fay 
*« that you have irredeemably diferaced your, country 5 and you fhall 
“ not dare.to punifh them. Like commodore Trunnion, upon the day. 
© after. his marriage, you fhall difcover that you are only the second 
“¢ perfon in your.own houfe; and you fhall prattle about the dignity of 
“ the federal government. You fhall encourage a thoufand libellers 
** to lampoon *Phomas Jeffer ‘fon. You fhail i imprifon Luther Baldwin, 
« and you fhali fpunge him of four hundred dollars; for {peaking with 
“ irreverence, when he was in liquor, of your excellency’s backfide, f. 
“© You fhall fucceed in your favorite fcheme of crufhing the antient 
dominion. , You fhall deftroy her tobacco trade. Before your bale- 
ful adminiftration, the medium price of this flaple was from ten to 
eleven dollars per hundred weight. In the fall of 1799,.and as the 
confequence, of your mifconduat, tobacco fhall tumble to three dol- 
lars, or three dollars and®an half, per hundred. Virginia produces, 
per annum, one million of hundreds weight ; and. this downfall of 
the market price, at feven dollars per. Romcred) comes to an annual 
extinGion of feven millions of dollars.f Laft, and moft wonderful, 
in the midft of fuch doings, the houfe of detenere. of Virginia fhall 
-* contain fixty members, ee think that your adminiftration is the 
 & wifeft, and moft fortunate, in the werld.”’ 
Tavs far Mr. Gerry. ‘That the prefident had, at that time, pro 
7 jets like thefe in his head there is the beft reafon to aflert, becaufe, in 
the fequel, -we have feen them put into execution. 
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4 NOTES. 3 
* Y Pbis i is at Be amount of bis eieeepied correspondence. ae 
+. Tbe fine was two hundred and fifty dollars; and the PRISER, 5 ex 
 pences came to.an hundred and fifty dollars more. 
t It bas already been stated, upon the most authentic See oe 
mC Supra, Cap. 4th, ey that, in consequence of the French intercourse act, 
i ‘tobacco bas been sold for six dollars and an half in Alexandria, while, at 
~~ Bourdeaux, it could have brought fi ifty dollarss So great a dearth of 
F tobacco bad never before been beard of in France. .. Hence tt.is very, mo- 
_ derate to estimate the average loss upon the crop of 1798; at seven dol. 
lars per bogsbead. The crop of the present year 1s tbe greatest ever 
known. An immense extra expence in the raising of it, bas been incur- 
_red by some thousands of planters. The quarrel with France bas been 
‘carefully kept open, by suppressing the amicable advances of the French 
government, by the very unseasonable capture of the French frigate, by 
the alliance with Toussaint, whom the French regard as a rebel, and by 
a.torrent of the most scurrilous libels against the French eens and 
against every man in this country who approves of zts Paes INs- 
. The collective loss for two years, upen the last year's crop, and thé 
present one, cannot be estimated at oné cent less than FOURTEEN MILs 
LIONS OF portars. For Heaven's sake think ef these thingsé 


¢ 


¢ 
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There muft have been fome dirty fecret at the bottom of Geiyé- | 


reluctance, and the preceding addrefs to Mr. Adams prefents the 


moit probable guefs that can be given. When people contradict’ 


all common fenfe, it is no wonder that they fhould contradi& them- 
felves. #Accordingly, in another part of their difpatches, thele ambaf- 
faders fay that they will permit no personal consideration to influs 
“ ence their negociations with the French republic ;” and that they. 
& are too folicitous to enter upon the important and interefting duty of 
*¢ their miflion to per mit toemselves to be restrained by forms of eti= 
66 quette. 7 

Compare thefe protefions of fincerity with the condu& of thofe 
“énvoys, as it has been recorded by themfelves. Their own difpatches 
exhibit the moft cdnvmcing documents for their abfelute condemnation. 

WueEn Dr. FRANKLIN went to Paris, he was not previoufly ac- 


quainted with Vergennes; ‘por was Governor Mohroe i in habits of an-— 


tient intimacy with the fucceflors of Robefpierre.” Yet it mutt have 
‘been éonfidered as very firange behavioyr, if thefe two ambaffaders 
had, upon fuch a pretences refuted to tranfad bufinefs with the Frencly 
‘governments In that cafe, allmankind would have pronounced: thent 
“to be trators? In Auouf, 1 794, when the prefent governor of Vir- 
einia arrived at Paris, the committee of public fafety were unwilling 
to fee him. He did not like a fool, come home again, with a fit of the 
‘vapours, becaufe he was not inflantly invited to a public audience of 
the.commuittee,) th 1 thought it incumbent on me,” fays he, “ to break 
-“ through thefe difficulties; and expedite my reception.—I ‘therefore 
& addreffed a letter to the prefident oe the convention.” This is the 
file and condu& of a ‘tat who was !in earneft. Accordingly, ° Mr. 
Monroe was received, next day, by the convention themifelves, over 
the heads ef the committee of public fafety. a 
Ow the 23d of Ofober, Mr.'Gerry went to vit ‘Palleyrands. This _ 
wasin confeguence of the meffage by M. Z. ‘The miniftér wes not at 
home, and Gerry paid him a fecond vifit dpon the 28th. The-difpatches 
do not tells why the ambaffador deferred his fecond vifit for five whole 
days, at atime, when every moment was precious, and when the only 


-bwinefs which he had to do in Paris, was to fee Talleyrand. ‘At this - 


interview, ‘the ‘minifter {poke not‘ one word of the bribety propofal. 


Gerry faid that “ as he (Talleyrand) had’ exprefled a defire to confer 


* with the envoys individually, it was the wifi of Mr. Gerry that fuch — 
*¢ a‘ conference fhould take place.—Talleyrand, ‘in an{Wer, faid, he 


‘© fhould be glad to confer with the other envoys individually. (di 


Froin this 28th of O&ober, the ambaffadors remained in'a dormant 
flate, until the rxth of November following, that is to fay, for and+* 


2 


; NOTE. 


+ 


mi Phe Aiteba of May, 1798, contains an essay, signed Ayti-Ma : 


chiavel, in which there is a candid examination of these dispatches« 


From this essay, the two quotations made in the above sentence have 


4 


beet transplanted. There is no doubt of their fidelity, but in bastily 
turning dver the eternal dispatebes themselves, I Pave, not yet cen able | 


te find. theme 


ws 
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ther ineftimable fortnight; while American fhips were captured in 
whole fleets by French privateers. Gerry had faid to the French mi- 
nifter that it was his wilh that Marthall and Pinckney fhould call upon 
Talleyrand. They did not chufe to do fo. This was their attention to the ° 
bafinefs of their country. This was their method of earning thirty-fix 
thoufand dollars. | 3 

_ On the 11th of November, they did again make an application to 
the minifter. ‘They did not call upon him perfonally, as they had been 
{o frequently, and fo earneftly, requefted to do. They choie rather to 
make their approaches upon the ftilts of an official letter, of a letter 
that contains a multitude of fabulous and impertinent affirmations. On 
the 21it, they fent major Rutledge to enquire whether they were to 
expect an anfwer to their letter. It is likely that, by this time, the mi- 
nifter had begun to be chagrined, and if John Adams had been placed 
in his fituation, he would moft certainly have beenout oftemper. ‘Tal- 
leyrand replied that he had fubmitted this letter to the direCtory, that 
they would order him what fteps to purfue, and that of thefe, the am- 
bafladors fhould receive information. It does not appear that, upon 
this occafion, the minifter repeated his hofpitable invitations to a private 
and perfonal conference. He peaceably permitted them to wrap them- 
felves upin their own importance. The man muft have become tired of 
thus attempting to charm the deaf adder. During all this time, the 
triumvirate, by a fingular perverfenefs of diligence, were giving atten- 
tion to the projeéts of X.and Y. Ina letter to Pickering, dated the 27th 
of November, they have thefe words: 

« Frequent and urgent attempts have been made to inveigle us 
again into negociation with perfons not officially authoriled, of which 
the obtaining of money is the bafis; but we have perfifted in decli- 
ning to have any further communication relative to diplomatic butt. 
nefg with perfons of that defcription.” ‘The trio have never been 
able to give a fufferable reafon for liftening, even in the firft inftance, 
to thefe characters. Can you believe that Madifon, or Monroe, would 
have heard fuch perfons to an end even oftheir firft converfation? Af- 
faredly they would not. The king of Pruflia remarks, that, upon a 
particular occafion, Voltaire attempted to commence a negociation at 
one of the courts of Germany. ‘‘ He attempted to do this,” fays Fre- 
derick, “ avithout credentials, and he became an object of univerfal de- 
© rifion.2* Butifthat moftadmirable writer had gone fo much farther 
asto advife a Britith or Auftrian ambaflador to give a bribe toa French 
fecretary, had he done this without credentials of any fort, and in the 
blunt vulgar ftile afcribed to the French agents, Prince Kaunitz, or the 
Earl of Stair, would not have behaved like thefe miferable American 
bunglers. They would not have liftened, from week to week, to fuch 
folly and impertinence. ‘The Britifh and Imperial courts, alfo, mutt 
have felt a fenfe of decorum and of dignity fuperior to the publication 
of fach trumpery. ‘The federal government is marked out from thofe 
of all other civilized nations. ‘This New-England cabinet bears about 


c¢é 
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NOTE. 
See, Toe Hiffory of my own Times. The above tranflation has been 
made only from memory, as the original F rench is not at hand. 
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it a peculiar effrontery and vulgarity in the finefle of popular deception, 
a peculiar deftitution of pride, of principle, and of thame, which ai/* 
grace the annals of no other country whatever, and which we ean dil- 
tinguifh and feel, without perhaps being capable completely to exprefs 
them. 

From the meflage by Major Rutledge, of November 21, we hear 
of no more applications to Talleyrand, until the 17th of December, 
that is to fay, for twenty-/fix days longer. Such was the fnail’s gallop 
of the triumvirate. During this interval, thefe envoys were holding 
converfations with X.and Y. and in December 2oth, a lady is brought 
forward. She ftates to Pinckney fome natural and innocent objerva- 
tions. On that account her charaéter has been reviled in an hundred 
newfpapers. She only told this envoy what he might have heard at 

very toilette in Paris; and the reader does not require to be informed 
of what re/pec? is due to the man who has abufed and betrayed the facred 
confidence of his own gueft, of an amicable ftranger, and of a defence- 
lefs woman. ; 

Ar this point I fhall, for the prefent, quit thefe difpatches, with a few 
general remarks. : 

Tue perfons at Paris, who were implicated as demanding bribes from 
the American government, have publifhed denials of every fuggeftion 
which can be termed difhonovrable. ‘The arrangement of teftimony 
againft them ftands as follows, to wit: Gerry, who voted for the Ha- 
milton bank; Pinckney, who has, in this chapter, been convicted of an 
explicit and malicious untruth; and laftly, the pay-mafter of ftrong 
liquors, the barbacue reprefentative of Richmond. * ; ¥ 

Tue federal party in the prefent afflembly of Virginia have done 
their utmoft for provoking this difcuffion of the bribery difpatches. 
On December 6th, 1799, the affembly proceeded to the choice of a 
governor for the fate. In the debate that enfued, Mr. George Keith 
‘Taylor reprefented that Mr. Monroe had been difmifled from his French 
embafly by the executive, and that to chofe him as governor would 
amount to faying that the executive was in the wrong. ‘Uhis was a 
very poor argument for the rejeétion of Mr. Monroe; and befides, it 
embraced the molt tyrannical inferences. If the affembly of Vir- 
ginia are not at liberty to chufe a governor who has fallen under the 
dijpleature of the prefident, it would be much better for them, at once, 
to go home again. Nothing can be more infolent than fuch an admo- 


NOTE. | 

* Tr is well known that Mr. Marfhall, at his hopeful election for 
this diftrift, gained a confiderable number of votes, by afluring people 
that his political fentiments were the fame with thofe of Mr. Clopton. 
In Hanover county he threw billets into the bonfires, and danced around | 
them with his conftitutents. On the fide of Mr. Clopton, and of his 
friends, there was almoft no effort whatever. ‘The citizens were left to 
the freedom of their choice. When this circumftance comes into con-. 
fideration, it can be no longer furprifing that Marfhall was fuc- 
eefsful. 
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nition. Mr. Taylor had read Mr. Monroe’s book, and from: this 
fource inferred that his embafly had been injurious te his country. 

~ Mr. Ricuarp Bianp Lex obferved that Mr: Monroe, when in 
France, did not fupport the dignity of an American ambaflador. He 
did not do what he had been exprefsly enjoined to do, by the chief ma- 
‘giflrate. Mr. Lee preffed home the idea that Mr. Monroe had breughe 
himself forward as a candidate for this important office. _ ee 

" SucH attacks upon Mr. Monroe were but an humble echo to the in- 
vectives vented againft that gentleman by Mr. Adams himfelt. In his 
anfwer to an addrefs from Lancafter, the Prefident goes out of his way 
to tell his conftituents that the governor of Virginia was “ a minister 
“recalled in piscrace.”’ Mr. Adams might have recollected what Ju- 
nius fays of Mr.’Legge: “ fuch a man may be difmiffed; but he’cannot 
“be difgraced.”” What a contraft is there exhibited between the per- 
fidious fiddle-faddle difpatches of X. Y. and Z. and the manly periods, 
the compacted information, the fenfe, candour and perfpicuity of Mon- 
roe! In pafling from the latter to the former, the mind feels a fudden 
- fathomlefs precipitation, like that from Tacitus to Moll Flanders, 
from Tyrtceus and the Marfelloife hymn, to the Black Joke, and Jo- 
Dapope on 

By fending thefe ambaffadors to Paris, Mr. Adams and his Britith 
faction defigned to do nothing but mifchief. This is, and it always 
has been, the univerfal opinion of the republican party ; and it feems 
very hard if one man may not print what an hundred thoufand profets 
themfelves to believe. Will thefe hundred thoufand ftand tamely by, 
to fee the fingle man oppreffed and overwhelmed by tyranny, becaufe he 
has the courage and honefty to advance one itep beyond themfelves in 
Par Ce ie ae 
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In Summer, 1798, foon after the publication of the bribery dif- 
patchés, there paffed a tranfaction that throws light on the views and 
-withes of the confpirators for a French war. Dr. George Logan, a na- 
tive of. Pennfylvania, and a citizen of independent fortune, fet out 
from Philadelphia on a voyage for Europe. He had fcarcely got under 
fail, when a hue and cry was raifed all over the continent that Dr. Lo- 
gan was gone upon a treafonable embafly from Jefferfon, and his Ame- 
rican jacobins, to the French dire@ory. The next generation will 
hardly believe the impreffion which was made upon that precious com- 
modity, the public mind, by this audacious and ftupid fiion. Agree- 
able to an American cuftom, the party next attacked Mrs. Logan, jut 
as they have libelled Mrs. Monroe, Mrs. Dallas, Mrs.‘Bache, Mrs. 
M‘kean, and Mifs Sally M‘Kean, who is now the Spanifh ambaffador’s 
lady. In England, when a political writer is to reprehend Sheri- 
dan, or the prince of Wales, he never introduces Mrs. Sheridan, or 
the Princefs. But America, to be fure, isa new world. Dr. Logan 
vifited Paris. He interpofed with fome perfons in power. He faved 
from confifcation American ‘property to the extent of five hundred 
thoufand dollars; and if a French war can be averted, fome part of 
the praife muft be given to that intelligent and enterprifing citizen 

: . : ee f Gaesees Fatal bat : 4 
NOTEs 
* Author of Hail Columbia. 
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On. bis return, Dr. Logan was-ftopt. and infulted at Fort Miffin, by 
a French ariftocrat, who commands the garrifon. For fome days, the 
city and neighbourhood of Philadelphia were kept in a kind of uproar. 
Since that time, a whole year has elapfed, and the utmoft diligence of 
malignity has not been “able to difcover one fingle circumftance in the 
conduct of Logan upon which it is poflible to faften an intelligible cen- 
dure. At the fitting down of congrefs, in December, 1798, the whole 
fa&tion,in that body broke leofe upon him,’ like as many bloodhounds. 
Thatcher, Harper, Otis, and the reft of Lifton’s pofle, made their 
{landers and falfities to fly as thick as hail. ~Inftead of the ftatue that 
Rome, or Athens, would probably have ere&ted to the honour of Dr. 


Logan, he was faluted with an act for the prevention of fuch praétices 
in future. When fhall the hangman burn this flatute! ). 25a eee 
' Trus the Britifh faGion would neither feffer their own ambafiadors. 
tormake a peace with France, nor permit a citizen to interpofe with, 
his good offices. Men of Virginia! This is the glorious government, 
which draws from vour pockets twenty-five hurdred thoufand dol- 


larsy per annum, befides the net feven millions of dollars that are an- 
nually funk upon the price of your tobacco! Se aie 

Yo the hiffne of fuch reptiles as Pickering and Harper, Dr. Logan 
can -oppofe the language of American citizens in France, of men whom 
he faved from‘the rifk of ruin. At Bourdeaux, he received upon 
September 8th, 1798, an addrefs fubfcribed by fourteen mafters of 
fhips, and other perfons, from whom his interference had averted con- 


oe 


fifeation. He had alfo procured freedom for a confiderable number of. 
f2amen.‘ For all thefe offences, the printer to the fenate of congrefs 
arraigned him asa traitor to his country, and as a brute in domeftic life. 
What are you to think of the Senate that employ fu notorious a prin- 
ter? In.anfwer to them, and their typographical fcavenger, here fol- 
lows the copy of a letter, dated Bourdeanx, September Sth, Le9ee rl 


7 


by 


| 
OER, 


_ © Anaair of trade of many years flanding, with the United States 
© of America, has in the late difficulties between the two countries, 
“ enabled us to feel. how much we are indebted to your laudable en- 
‘* deavours to prevent this country from a@ing hoftilely, after the late 
* occurrences in America; and how much we are beholden to you in 
* particular, for the convincing proof of the good intentions of thig 
“ government, in taking off the embargo théey had laid on all Ameri- 
‘can vefiels. Pray excufe this abrupt manner of delivering our fen- 
‘¢ timents, but as acting for our friends in America, we find ourfelves 


** more particularly obliged,——we feel ourfelves gratified in thus affu = 
¢ ring yeu of our efleem. We with you a fuccefsful paflage over ta, 


America, and remain, Sir, 

: “ Your cordial friends, . 
© Skinner, Fenwick & Brown.” 
“ To Dr. Logan of 2 Cag TT sa Tae 

Pbiladelphia. ¢ 


BEFORE parting with our incomparable French ambafladors, 1 muft 
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‘On the 26th of OStober, M. Y. told thefe people that Tatleyrand 
$$ could not fee them himielf.” On the 224, ‘Palleyrand fent for ther 
to come and fee him. At the fame time, he gave notice of his furprife 
that they had not frequently called upon him. This meflage advances 
in dire& contradiC:ion to the aflertion of M. Y. that the miniiter could: 
notfee them. It fhews that M. Y. was adiing as an impoftor, ifit be 
true that he really faid tho® words ; but it feems at leait quite as pre= 
‘bable that John Marthall invented them. This meflage from Tal 
feyrand affords the ftrongeh poflible evidence that he was ‘innocent.3 
yet the triumvirs take hot a fingle Rep towards an -cplanation with 
him. On the contrary, they haften to bundle up and fend home their 
volume of flander, that the people of America might be fcared by this 
phantom of French rapacity. | : 
~ In a memorial of March r8th, 1798, the French miuifter complains, 
and with the utmoft reafon, of the licentiou{nefs of ‘thofe American 
newlpapers, which are “ kwown to be indire@ly under tbe controul ef 
“6 the cabinet.” In their anfwer, the ambafladors deny this charges 
"They fay that “in fa&, government is believed to exer¢ife no.imfu- 


“6 ence over any preis.”” They might as well have told Talleyrand 
that dogs do not bark, or that water does freeze in America. After 
fuch a folemn, deliberate, and unbluthing falfehood, theie men are un- 
“worthy of confidence upon any fubject whatever. John Marfhall had 
‘always been'a zealous republican till the time that he made the Fair« 
‘fax purchafe. He then ‘wheeled round, and he was feleciéd by 
John Adams for this embafly, becaufe it was known that his. purchafe 
‘had pledged ‘him, through thick and thin, to vindicate Jay’s broken ap 
‘treaty. ~ oe 
Tue publication of this execrable farrago from Paris-was the tocfin 
“that founded the charge to the alien and {edition a@s, to the loan of 
“five millions, to the prohibition of intercourfe with France, and te the 
reft of that regiment of profligate and defpotic laws, which, in one thapes 
“er other, have already coft us thirty or forty millions.” 
_ AND it was upon this notable foundation that the prefident penned 
‘his inimitable anfwer to the boys of Bolton. In that, paper, with ‘all 
‘the cowardly infolence arifing from his affurance of -perfonal fafe- 
‘ty, with all the fury, but without the propriety, or fublimity of Ho- 
“gner’s Achilles, this hoary headed incendiary, this libeller of the gov- 
‘ernor of Virginia, bawls out To arms ! then, To arms ! At was, float- 
ing upon the fame bladder of popularity, that Mr. Adams threatened 
‘to make this city the centrical point of a bonfire.t 
. i L$ / 
Me. Si NOTES. : 

_ ¥ P’bis computation comprebends the fourteen millions of dollars up- 
‘on the fall of tobacco, besides the immense loss upon some. other artieles 
of export. Sa ee 
_ ¢ Vid. the answer to some citizens of Bath county.—George Nicho- | 
las observes tbat this was“ d threat the more insulting, because it was 
« unprovoked ; not being caused by.any thing which bad been done in 
‘St that state, but proceeding from an anticipating fear, that. she would 
“do sometbing, which the servant using the threat-was pleased to sup- 

§ pose would be improper.” } 
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READER dott thou envy that unfortunate old man, with his twenty 
five thoufand dollars a year, with the petty parade of his birth day, 
with the importance of his name fticking 1 in every other page of the 
ftatute book? Alas! He is not an object of envy, but. of compaffion, 
and of horror! With Conne@ticut more than half undeceived, with 
Pennfylvania difgufted, with Virginia alarmed, with Ke entucky hold. 
ing him in defiance, having renounced all his ane principles, and: 
affronted all his honeft friends, he cannot enjoy the {weet flumbers of 
innocence. He cannot hope to feel the moft exquilitely delightful fen- 
fation that ever warmed a human breaft, the consciousness of being uni- 
versally and deservedly BELOVED« on 


; rt : a ¥ we . . 1 
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“Havine difpatched Bas long digreffion, y we fhall now y proceed with 
difcuffing the perional merit of thofe members of congrefs, who voted 
for the act coneerning aliens. 

Joun RuTLEDGE junior was dnother of the ariftocrats of South. 
Carolina’ This gentleman has lately been arraigned i in the Examiner, 
and has, on the cleareft evidence, been, convicted of fomething very 
like flander. He voted for the alien and fedition laws; but he is by 
no means either fo noify, or indecent as fome of his affociates. Of the 
ftate of his political knowledge, it is difficult to form an opinion. The 
fpeakers on the Britifh fide are fo frequently compelled to fubftitute 
fiction for reality, that it is not eafy to diftinguifh when they do fo 
from ignorance and when from defions. Mr. Rutledge came firft to 

“congrefs in May 1797. A fingular circumftance attended his outfet. 
Rutledge is a relation of Charles Cotefworth. Pinckney, and it was 
not then underftood what party he would embrace. The. popu- 
lar complaint of that time was the difmiffion of Pinckney. The republi. 
¢an members muft have feen the peevifhnefs and weaknefs of his condua; 
yet in the debate on the prefident’s fpeech, certain republican members 
condefcended to fay more than was neceflary concerning the injuries and, 
the patience of thisenvoy. Their admiffion was ardently fupperted by the 
Britifh fatiion. In fome counties of Virginia, this point of accufation 
was feized with eagernefs by the friends of royalty. ‘ You fee,” they 
faid, “* with what refentment even the republicans mention the "French 
“‘ treatment of Pinckney.” This did the greateft injury imaginable 
to the republican caufe. One member confeffed, in private, that he 
4ffumed this tone of lamentation for the fake of fecuring, if poflible,’ 
the attachment of Rutledge. His contemptible fineffe had exactly the: 
fuccefs which it deferved. 

Tue next and laft ariftecrat from South-Carolina is Mr. Harpe! 
He was elected as a republican. He came to congrefs with a letter 
6f introdu@ion to Mr. Madifon. With’ the diferetion that fo gene- 
rally marks his character, Mr. Harper wondered that the Republicans 
had never impeached Mr. Wafhington. It is impoflible to conceive 
_d more confummate fpecimen of apoftacy than in the condué of this 
gentleman. He affirmed that Mr. Wathington was more dangeroys 
to America, than Julius Cafar had ever been to Rome. ‘This has bees. 
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Proved by rie Burke... Yet, with the. moft invincible audacity, Mr 
Harper inveig hs againil every man who maint ainis thole opinions upon 
- the ground of win ch he was bimfelf eleGed. “The cong’ refional hifto- 
ry of this attorney, if traced with vat eeaets, would fill a volume 
His miftakes, his inconfiftencies, and hid fiGions are without periey ; 
He wasa leading <n of the majority of the fifth congrefs ; and to 
thofe who are acquainted with Mr. Flarper,, this circumitance will con- 


vey & proper Been of the refpedt that is due 2 their proceedingss 


He has not the confidence of his par ty; and he ometimes complains 
for want ‘of it: 


But there exifts no ground ee which he can ex+ 
pect to be trufted. Harper maintains a clofe intitnacy with Mr. Lifs 
ton. The ambaffador it be tenfble to the lightneis of his purfe, and 
the Peoiariies of his merit ; to the honour which ] he might have won, 
“and the d ifgrace which he has actuired. 

Iw the aes My. Harper has been upbraided with the complexion 
of his amours. The ead) has no bates with that part of a public 
cha Nehee unlefs when, as in the cafe of Hamilton, it thall be connected 
with fome interefting’ political truth. sae of this nature was re- 
peatedly fent to Bathe. concerning John ANen. He would not inferte 
it. Accufations the moft unjuft have been affirmed reipectine: the dap- 

r Demofthenes of Ninety-lix. His gr andfather was a mulatto. He 
es int tolerable i in converfation. His priv ate charaGer is marked with 
fraud. The two firft pofitions are untrue ; and the third requires much 
better evidence than what has yet been reported. 

For a ‘donation of three thoufand dollars from congrefs, a deferving, 
and diffreffed family, } was indebted to the benevolence of Mr. Harper. 
‘He defcribed the claims of Fohn de’ Neufville on the Jus and grat- 
_itude of this country. ~ With eloquence, truth and te endernefs, he pains 
ted the projection from opulence and difti inction, to exile and beggary, 
the horrors of an imprifonment that iffued in lunacy, and the accu4 
niulated forrows of the mother of fuch a perfon, of a, for reigner and of 
a woman, aged, ruined and ftarvings Mr. Harper then afked his au- 
dience whether they were prepared to encounter the reproach of rejec- 

lng an application, fo reafonable, and fo. urgent; whether, amidft the 
appropriation of millions, this trifle could be materia lly miffed; and 
whether, in the whole mafs of their conftituents, there exifted a fingle 
man who. would, thank them for fuch queftionable economy ? 

Ty all common cafes of fy wtpathy, Mr. Tlarper might as Well have 
addreffed thé pillars under the gallery. The majorities of every fuc- 
ceeding congrefs have proved that they are impregnable to compaflion. 
By marvellous good. fortune, Mr. Harper was fuccefsful with the re- 
prefentatives ; and the prodigy was completed by the ratification of the 
APA i 

‘Turse remarks are chiefly taken from perfonal obfervation. IT at. 
: feiea' in the houfe of reprefentatives for the greater part of five feffions, 

aie brought ; away fome thoufands of pages of their ineftimable debates. 

BEFoRE returning to the counter- addrefs, and the alien aét, the rea~ 
der may be difpofed for a slance at the fenate. Mr. Langdon i is one. 


“of the beft men that New- ‘England ever fent to conerefs. 


g During the 
‘yevolution he was of eminent fovide, He fat in the convention which 
i amed tae new conftitution. He holds the ariftocrats 1 in abhorrence. 


ha 
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Mr. Fofter is one of the weakeft, and Mr. Paine is one of the roughs 
‘eft men ini America. Mr. Tracy is the celebrated projeCtor of a French 
“war of exiinguisbment. We is for arming every man, women and 
child in this country, againft every man, woman and child in Franceé 
Mr. Tracy is not a fool, who might have faid thefe words in the vio- 
lence of paffion, without knowing what he did. Neither is he a mad+ 
/ man, who would advance a fingle inch towards the execution of fuch 4 
{chemes But he well knew that his eudieice coutained perfons who 
would be glad to hear harangues like this. To pleafe them, and above 
all, to pleafe the fupreme difpenfer of loaves and fifhés, Mr. Tracy fa- 
“crificed his own underftanding and conviction ; and in the ardour of 
performance he overaéted his part. This is the candid hiftory of that 
dpeech. Mr. Tracy was perbaps the lefs upon bis guard becaufe no~ 
body thinks it worth while to report tht debates of the fenate. By 
mere chance, Mr. Loyd, the ftenographer, had come into the gallery. 
Jiearing the tone of the debate, he took out a pencil, and carried off 
-the whole prize. ‘he ariftocrats were exceedingly provoked at feeing 
‘this war-hoop in the newfpapers ; but they did not chufe to deny its 
‘accuracy. Mr. Hillhoufe told Mr. Loyd that he ought to be punifhed 
for his prefumption. ‘The republican prisits were immediately filled 
“qith opprobrivus criticilms. ‘Tracy did not venture to come frankly 
forward, either to juitify or difown his fpeech. His filetice “at ‘once 
teftified the veracity of the reporter, and the confufion of the fenator. 
The fame of this produétion extended to Conne@icut ; and even in that 
fortrefs of ariftocracy,it became advifeable to give an explanation. 
‘Yet by his own account of the matter, Mr. Tracy did net make much 
improvement. A fenator, who fate near him while he {poke, has 
‘often faid that this was the moft exa@ publication of a fpeech which 
che ever knew; that the friends of Mr. Tracy objected only to one 
“fingle word in the report ; and that this word was of {mall importance. 
The long acguiefcente of the orator himfelf confirms that teftimony. 
“The fpeech may fairly be confulted as a faithful memoir of the feelings 
of the faction. Ca Ge 
Messteurs Hiitinovuse and SEpcwick were two of the majority, 
-who voted for Hamilton’s plan of funding the domeftic debt. It is 
underftood that both of thefe patriots had made confiderable purchafes 
in the certificates of the old army. There hardly could be a more au- 
‘@acious or deteftable tranfaStion. Put thé fuppofition, for inftance, 
‘that a merchant’s affairs have gone into diforder. He employs an a- 
‘gent to afcertain the balances that are due to his creditors, to make 
‘the beft bargain with them which can be made, and, for the fums re- 
maining due, to write bonds, which the merchant promifes to fign. 
This confidential agent waits privately upon each of the creditors, af~ 
fures them that the debtor is abfolutely baakrupt, and offers to purchafe 
their claims at half a crown per pound. ‘The creditors themfelves are - 
ftarving, and fnap at the ready money. ‘This agent then returns tex 
his principal, defcribes the merit and fufferings of the creditors, and 
how fhocking it would be to let them lofe their money. By his perfua- 
fion, the debtor grants. a mortgage for the whole fums to a third per- 
‘fon, whom the agent, with a view to fave appearances, has appointed 
te a& onhis own private accounte Thus the agent betrays both his 


~ 
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principal, and the genuine creditors. His double treachery cuts on all 
fides. He obliges his employer to pay eight times more for thefe debts, 
than it was neceflary to pay. He obliges the creditors to take eight 
timés lefs than they could have got, if he had not interpofed, and pur- 
chafed their grounds of debt. All this is the very effence of impofs 
ture ; and this is confeffedly the manner in which congrefs funded the 
greater part of the forty two millions of dollars of domeftic debt. 
Bur farther. The merchant holds an immenfe body of weftern 
ijands. Thefe are thore than fufficient for difcharging his whole debts. 
Offers are made for the purchale ofa confiderable part of them, and the 
price that has been tendered, would immediately difcharge one half of 
the total incumbrances of the merchant. But the agent does not wifh 
for the extinction of thefe debts. He is anxious to remain in the 
management of his employer’s bufinefs ; and he thinks that the belt 
way to fecure his continuance in office, is to keep the merchant buried 
in debts, and loans, in mortgages, and executions. For this reafon, he 
refutes to fell thefe lands. They lic for ten years, as a dead weight, 


upon the hands of his employer, who. is, at the fame time, forced to, 


borrow money, at eight per cent, for the fake of anfwering his daily 
neceflities. It is evident, therefore, that he would have, been much 
richer than he is, if in 1790, he had accepted even of one half of the price. 
which could then have been got for thefe weitern lands. This price 
he was prevented from accepting of by the artifices of the erand jug- 
gler, the author of all his misfortunes. “ait 

Turs illuftration prefents a genuine piCiure of the rife, and progrefs, 
of the American domeftic debt, and of the characters of thofe who vo- 
ted for funding itin its prefent fhape. hele are the authors of the. 
alien and fedition ads. Behold Sedgwick and Hillhoufe! 

‘THEIR opponents in the fenate were characters of a different ftamp 3}. 
for example, the late Mr. Henry Tazewell. Too honeft to be purcha- 
fed, and too firm to be bullied, too watchtul to be furprized, and too 
{hrewd to be deceived, this gentleman was long an effective antago- 
nift to the flratagems of fenatorial deceit, and the brutality of fenato- 
rial defpotifm. ; | 
* “AnoTuer andthe fame. With an happy temper, an invulnerabi¢ 
character, an independent fortune, and an amiable family, with every 
phyfical and moral circumftance about him, which can provoke the en- 
vy, or challenge the efteem of mankind, geneial Maton has prefented 
an object of calumny for a fet of mifcreants, whom his good fenfe obli- 
ges him to defpife, but whom his good nature will hardly fuffer hima to 
deteft. Without parade, or effort, his patriotifm flows, like a naturel 
fountain, from the fweetnefs and rectitude of the primitive elements, 
of his mind. Had the majority of the fenate voted and acted like 


- general Mafon, this cquntry, to borrow the language of Demofthenesy 


_ might have efcaped from an Tliad of misfortunes. 


~ Tuts impartial furvey of the individual characters of congrefs does not 
infpire the moft fublime notions of their infallibility. Phat they are often 
in the wrong is lets wonderful than that they are fometimes in the righte 
Tue four pofitions advanced by the minority, in favour of the alien 
act, have, in the laft chapter, been fucceflively examined and refuted. 
In the firft place, the conftitution gives no warrant to congrefs for 


* the passing of such a laws 


148 PROSPECT BEFORE US. 

SECOND. Ry the ninth fe@ion of the firft article of the eonftitution, 
the general government is exprefsly prohibited from see to pre- 
vent a ration, and the powers affumed by this a would amount to 
the repeal of that claufe. For it auitHorifes the prefident te fend aliens 
out of this countty, at all timés, and upon an, hour’s warning. . Thus 
the a& violates the conftitution- Hence the members of cong ‘vets whe 

voted for it, have committed perjury. TD a ae 

* Tutro. Tn oppofi tion to every maxim bf free fo vernment, the le- 
giflative, executive, and jadictary powers are concentr ated in thé. pre- 
fident. ° He at once becomes the lawgiver, the judge, the ju: ry; and 
the executioner. ‘And woril of all, it muft often happen, that Benes 
this, he ‘will be the witne(s and accufer. So monflrous 4 | combination 
cannot, in juftice, be Suffered CORaEe coat “ee ate 
' Fovrtu. This act deprives an alien of his right of bial by j jvry. . 
is very remarkable that, ‘qndey this head, the counter- addrefs does not 
venture to quote ibe ee constitution. his omiffion was rodent, 
for that inftrohs sent has no lefs than three different c! laufes, eke in 
exprels words, fie fe cured that right to aliens. Thete are. as follows? 

ARTICLE 3d, feGion 2d, The: trial of all crimes, enlefs in caics 
OF in peachinent, fhall be by jury.) Ny 
AMENDMENT Jth, * No perfon fhall be held to anfwer for a data 

or otherwife infamous ‘tritzé, unlefs:on a prefentment, or “indi a 
ment,” by a grand fury.—Nor fhall any perfon be depri ived of life, 
: lid DErty, or broperty, without due process of lar.’ cre . 

AMENDMENT 8th, “Iq all criminal profecutions, the : aceufed fal 
ah the right to a fpeedy and public trial, by an impartial jury, of 

the itate and difttiG:, wherein the crime fhall have been committed; 

whicl idift rick | all have been previoully afcertained by law; ‘and fe 
be informed of the nature and caufe of the accifation 3 ; to be COon- 
tronted with “ witheffés acainft him; to have compulfory procefs 
for obtaining witnefles ‘in ie s fa our § ahd to have, thé alfiMance of. 
conniel for his defence.” 

Tut fixth amendme Boe alfo, mee it does not refer efpecia ly to 
the right of tr ial Y [eg difcovers the anxiety of the framers of the 
conflitution {oI epertonal fecurity of all “elafles of people: 

me Cer ht of the people to be fecure in their perfons, houfes, Pas. 
pers sy and ‘effets, again unreafona ble fearches and feizures, fhall 
not be violated: and no warrants fhall ifue, but upon pro bable ee 
fupported | by oath or affirmation’; and particular] y deferibing the 
place to be fearched, aud the perfons or things to be feized. 

Aw alien is unqueftionably a perfon; for he is %-a thinking intelli- 
ppat betes,” “sv hich is Mr. Locke’s definition of the ore person, 
Te therefore comes, in the mof perfed fenfe, within the letter, | as 
well as within the {pirit, of the conflitution. ‘This alien act is, there- 
fore, an actof ufurpation. It becomes the duty of the people to dif 
obey it, and, if peftible: to punish those who made qe 

ONE ip ae in the pafline of the alien law was to reach the author 
‘of the prefent volume. Cf this hopeful proje& notice was received in 
‘due ime, and he'became a citizen. The faiion had entertained the 
defig gn of oppefing his admiffion; and certain members of the fenate 
looked fomewhat foclif on heaving ‘that he had thus” unex ectedly ‘got 
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the fart of them. However contemptible, and bafe, this plan may 
appear, it was nething better than what might have been expecied 

rom the majority of the fenate. “One argument ufed in that affembly 
for the pafing of the bill’ was this that government wanted only to get 
rid of a fmall number of perfons, and that hence, it was not worth 
while to give fo much oppofition. Among thefe devoted victims were 
general Collaud,* Dr. Reynolds, Hamilton Rowan, and the celebrat- 
ed Volney. The crime of the frft was that, he had ferved in America 
during the reyoltition. Dr. Reynolds and Rowan were united Tyifh- 
mien, and George Guelph would have been glad to get hold of them. 
As for citizen Volney, he had long beén an objet of the moft violent 
fctitrility, fafpicion and hatred. Private bufinefs obliged him to fet — 
fail for France, juft about the time when the bill paffed. He had been 
regarded by the: ariftocrats as a fpv; and yet he does not feem to have 
paid much attention to the politics of the country; for he told me, jutt 
béfore he went off, that he never could underftand in what manner the 
fdldjers of the revolution army had been cheated out of their certificates. 
This did not look like a petfon who had been a political {py. ‘He took 
with him Sedgwick and Co. for the fake of getting information. So 
trifling a circumfance I venture to infert only becaufe it flruck meas a 
proof that Voliey did not ‘come to the United States as a political 
PME ee Se ac ee) 
““PHE minority are next engaged to defend the fedition Uttar 
would be tirefome to enumerate even one tenth part ef the abfurdi- 
ties, and iniquities, which dre involved in this law. Ifa reprefentative 


fall fay in congrefs, that the prefident isa fool, the conftitution fecure’s 
jisimpunity. He has only to walk out of the door, and repeat his 
own words, and he becomes acriminal. ‘Phe reporter of his fpeech, 
alfo, lie who prints it in a newfpaper, he who lends out that newfpaper, 
‘and lie who reads it aloud to his own father, to his wife, er his fon, 
come all exprefsly within the flatute. For a member of congrefs may 
cenfure the prefident, and he who repeats that cenfure is perhaps en- 
deavoring to bring him into contempt. The fimple aG@ of writing a 
cenfure of government incurs the penalties, al though the manuicript 
fhall only be found locked up in your owndeik. ‘This was one of thofe 
peculiar circtimftances which happened in the cafe of Algernoon Sid- 
ney, and whith, in every nation except ours, hath excited the abhor- 
yence of mankind. A paper, containing fome free remarks on govern- 
ment, was found in his repofitories. It had not been circulated, but 
its exiftence was held as'a full teftimony of the author’s guilt. Jef- 
fries, anda proftituted jury, condemned Sidney; and pofterity has, 
condemned them. ‘The friends of order have revived that golden age, 
‘of jurifpridence, the reign of Charles the fecond.. We have only to. 
wait for the flanding army of fifty thoufand men, for which the Vir- 
ginian minority are {o eagerly panting. ‘The outlines of defpotifin are 
completely marked off. They need only the requifite fuperftructure of 
‘pretorian hirelings. If I may hazard a ludicrous comparifon, they are 
NeTE. . 

* It was in presence of this officer, at bis lodgings in Philadelphia, 
that I had, from a member of the senate, the first notice of my dangers 
This circumstance is mentioned merely to ascertain the real, exiflence 
of the plot. 
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juft now in the condition of Curll the bookleller’s taking, title pages 
which wanted nothing but good treatises to be wrote to them.* ‘Vhe 
fedition act may, in itlelf, be'confidered chiefly as a title page; for, in 
every part of the world, military force would be requifite for putting a 
law like this into complete execution. PPE ts 
REPUTATION is valuable to members of government. But it mut 
be as much fo to every other man. ‘The converfation of a private com- 
pany feidom continues for ten minutes together, without the occur- 
rence of remarks which tend to bring fome perfon “ into contempt or 
‘ difrepute.”” It is morally impoflible to difcufs the merit of candidates 
at the next election for prefident, without’ the extiniion of this exe-. 
crable flatute. Say, for inflance, that you prefer Jefferfon to Adams. 
This evidently tends to bring the latter into contempt and difrepute ; 
and for that effence, you are to be imprifoned for two years, and fined 
in two thoufand dollars. If, befides being attached to Mi. Jcflerfen, 
you have the additional misfortune of being poor and friendlefs, your 
imprifonment will continue for life, becaufe your fine will never be dif- 
charged. I do not know how to begin to reafon refpecting a law, 
which implicates fuch fuperlative atrocity. — a a 
AU PRESIDENT has, in {tri juftice, no more title to make a flatute 
for the peculiar protection of dis own character, than for the peculiar 
punuhment of flealing 4.5 own horfes. The one regulation would be 
juft as reafonable as the other. To be confiftent with itfelf.the flatute 
mutt be enlarged to an univerfal defence of the charaéters of all claffes 
of people ; and unlefs this amendment of the law {hall produce an epi- 
demical paliy of the tongue, every man and woman in the United 
States will prefently be arrefted, indicted, tried, imprifoned, and fined. 
THE wifeft perfon upon earth has, upon an hundred occafions, ated 
wrong, and has, in a thoufand inftances, been charged with folly. 
Qhis law leaves the offender to prove the truth of his accufation, and 
this truth is to be proved, or rejeied, at the pleafure of a jury of men, 
who, in Virginia, and Pennfylvania, are chofen by government. In 
ene word, they are chofen by the profecuters. Human language has 
hot refources for the power of exprefling the abfurdities of this ftatute. - 
Every ear has been deafened with a thoufand demonftrations that the 
fedition a ftrikes at the heart of the conftitution. But even this ex- 
pofure is almoft frivolous. The law has, in effe&, faid, ‘ thou fhalt 
“not {peak ; thou fhall not think.” Ifthe convention of 1787, had held, 
fuch a dofrine, this would have been a very good reafon for laugh- 
ing at them, and for turning them out of doors, but not for giving. 
them the honour of a refutation.——John Marfhall, himfelf, comes 
within the ftatute; for, in the late publication of his political creed, he 
fuys that the alien and fedition ads are, both of them, uselesse 
Fig alledges that, if he had fat in the fifth congrefs, he would, on this 
account, have voted againfi them. Thus he endeavours to bring thefe 
Jaws into contempt. The {edition a&t has provoked an army of hoftile 
criticsa They have gone, by whole battalions, much farther againtt it 
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than Lyon did, if indeed he really broke it. The legiflature of Ken- 
tucky, the majority of the delegates of Virginia, and the entire mats 
of petitioners and remonftrants to congrefs for the repeal of thefe laws, 
‘come within this clafs of culprits. | 
In vindicating the fedition a&, the counter addrefs begins with a 
‘ynultitude of common place remarks upon the guilt of calumny, and 
the neceflity for fupporting government. Without plunging into a 
minute criticifm, which might confume feveral iheets of paper, | fhall 
briefly confider each of thefe two points. Ti the outfet, it is to be 
remembered, that theories muft be corre&ted, by a practical acquain- 
“tance with the peculiar fituation of pending circumftances. If no man in 
authority could ever be vicious, then cenfure would be fynonimous with 
guilt. Ifno government could poffibly be corrupted, the right of re- 
probation would be a criminal {uperfluity. But we know that every 
man in power commits faults, that every fyftem of legiflation has im- 
perfeGtions. We know that the wind does frequent and terrible mif- 
chief: But we are likewife fenfible that its agitations are neceflary to 
preferve our health, and that the havoc which is inflited by the rage 
of the tempeft, or the burfting of the thunder cloud, bears no propor- 
- tion to the superior evil of an utter extinction of animal exiftence.— 
The Sun often fcorches, and the torrent often overwhelms. Yet man- 
kind have never defired to annihilate the agency of fire and water. In 
like manner, the prefs produces numerous evils. But its advantages 
tranfcend them by the proportion of ten thoufand fold. A glare of 
offenfive light is preferred to impenetrable darknefs. For the abufes 
of the divine art of printing, the jurifprudence of America had pro- 
vided moderate and reafonable remedies. ‘They fometimes overfhot 
the mark, and they fometimes fell fhort of it. But taken all together, 
they hold out no fort of refemblance to the prefent fathomlels deluge 
‘ef perfonal malignity, and of congreffional defpotifm. | 
I sHALL uow begin with the complaint of the counter addrefs, as 
to the cruelty of attacks upon individual characters. Uf, in this age of 
“Wonders, any thing can furprize, it muft be that the minority have 
advanced a complaint upoti this head. All mankind are equally fenfi- 
ble that, under the patrondge of government, a fwarm of newfpapers 
have been long arid exclufively devoted to tke tafk of defamation.— 
Nay, they have lately turned the chace, and while they pretend to 
vilify Republican printers, two of the government editors have at- 
tacked Mr. Adams himfelf, with the utmoft boldnefs, and what is yet 
worfe, with the blackeft ingratitude, and the wildeft injuftice. In Feb- 
yuary laft, the prefident nominated Mr. Vans Murray to negociate with 
France. Immediately, Mr. Adams was reviled, for two fuccefflive days, 
in Lifton’s gazette. On March 4th, 1799, Fenno, printer to the fen- 
ate, entered the fame career. The meafures of government, the con- 
{titution, the whole body of the people, and the prefident, were affail- 
ed without mercy. Lifton’s editor reprinsed this performance, and 
hailed it as the mafter-piece of American genius. The party declared 
" publickly, and with the utmoft fury, that they would not vote for Mr. 
Adams, at the next election for prefident. Some of them went fo far 
4s to mention Rufus King to fupply his place. In, the end, Mr. 
Adains, with a view to appeafe thefe friends of order, appointed twd 
additional ambaffladorse 7 ; 3 


18s PROSPEGT BEFORE, USi, 


I. Wirn regard to the duty of fupporting government, the minor- 
ity fpeak, as if our political fyftem were iff conitant danger of tums 
bling. ¢ But in reality, complaints aré inceflantly vented againft every: 
‘government in the world. “This always has been, and it always will 
be the cafe. The king of England poffeffes at prefent, as much au- 
thority as any Britifh fovereign has had for the Taft two hundred years. 
Yet whole volumes are conftantly printed again{t hiin and his govern- 
mnent. a st ; | ’ 
_. On this fubje& the reader will not be difpleafed to fee the opinion of 
General Maton, as delivered in his letter to Colenel Lyon. J give the 
— Whole piece entire, not only for the fake ef the information which itcor 4 
tains, but.as am artlefs and amiable pi€lure of the worthy man who 
‘Wrote it. : | Petuatt, 


ay “© Rafberry Plain, November 17, 1798. 
<c My Dear Sir, yo ; 
“ Havine been fomfeveral weeks from home, attending the ccurts¢ 
your letter of the r4th, ultimo, did not reach me until this week, and 
then only through the channel of the public prints, to wit the Aurora, 
and the fecond number of the Sceurge of Arutocracy, lent me by your 
fons I had previoufly feen fome indiftin accounts in the newlpapers” 
af your arreft and trial, which, though given with that falfe colouring 
for which the court papers are fo remarkable, didnot fail to exciteave- 
“ry ftrong fenfation in this ftate. Even the molt invetérate tories, and 
‘‘ devoted tools of power, thotigh no doubt delighted at the perfecution 
* you have fuffered, were tiot bold enough to proclaim their joy, or 
** openly to advocate this daring outrage on liberty. | People Trad been 
“ told that the Sedition Bill was harmle/s, was only meant as a bug-bear, 
“and would not beenforced. But when they feeit fo fpeedily carriedin- 
“to execution, and its firft vi€kim one of the reprefentatives of the peo- 
“ ple, every confiderate mai fhudders at the dariger with which liberty” 
. is threatened; and confiders you as a martyr in its caufés Your letter 
* Qwhich is rapidly running through all the papers) will tend more to’ 
* open the eyes of our fellow-¢itizens than all the {peeches ofall the re- 
** publican orators in the two taft feflions of congrefs. ‘heir warnin Ss 
* againft the arbitrary defigns of domeftic ufurpatign, coveréd by e 
“ pretext of neceffity, ariliny: from forei gn cangers, were,confidered as 
* idle torebodings never to be realized. But your cafe affords a fulfil « 
“ ment of thofe prediClions, and brings men. ferioufly to enquire why, 
“ and by what authority, is this thing done? In the minds of Virgi- 
“nians, particularly,.it finks deep; becaufe we well remember that’ 
*¢ when the conftitution was propofed for our adoption, and the want 
© of a bill of rights complained of, we were told that perfonal liberty 
“ never could be endangéred under the conftitution; that it was merely 
“a government of ftates, having only a power over general comcerns; 
“ that thofe barriers which were provided by the ftate conftitutions to. 
ut protect civil and religious liberty, were unneceflary in that inftra- 
“ment, becaufe it contained no delegation of power which could pof- 
“ fibly affe@, their rights. Nay that it would be dangerous to attempt 
© their fecurity.by a bill of rights, left it might imply that any fuch 
“* powers were contemplated to be given to the general government ; 


t oe . # . * é . ge Be ob ss Digs fot Pag” wey 
and, that fthould any thing in the enumeration be omitted which was 


ab 

4 
6 
“66 
&“ 
& 


ao.wn 


nO nN 


~ 


ad 


“n 


PROSPECT BEFORE US. ( 158) 


“tonecefary to be fecured, it might be feized on by implication. This idea 
“we find afterwards to have been fully embraced by the eleventh a- 
«© mendment, when it was found neceflary to reconcile the conftitution, 
<‘ even to thofe majorities who had adopted it, by incorporating pro- 
«¢ vifions equivalent to a Bill of Rights, on the fubjeét of religious freedom, 
«the frial by jury, the liberty of fpeech, and of the prefs; rights 
« heretofore held {acred in America, but which will foon pafs away and 
** be forgotten, like the dreams of the night, unlefs the people fhall be 
«¢ aroufed by fuch flagrant violations of our focial compact as are now pafi- 
«¢ ing in review before them. | 
« Moft men are too much engaged in their private avocations, 
«¢ and but few have an opportunity, to compare the laws and proceedings 
«< of government with the conititution. But the ignominious fuffering of a 
<¢ feliow citizen, and particularly cf one in an elevated fituation in {o- 
** ciety, cannot fail to awaken the public attention ; and whilf, asa 
‘« friend, I fincerely fympathize with you under your heavy load of ‘op- 
*< preilion, [ feel a confolation in the hope, that good to the community 
«tay arife out of it ; that the people may be brought to reilect be- 
*« fore it is too late, and not fuffer themfelves to be deluded by a falie 
«and ground!lefs elamour about French influence, and a F rench party in 
* this country, until the foundations of their liberty are fapped, all the 
s« barriers of the conftitution broken down, and themfelves reduced to a 
* flate of vaflallage. | | 
<< Several friends with whom I converfed agree, that the perfonal fuf- 
<« fering to which you are expofed is much more than the proportion 
«< which you ought to bear in the common caufe of republicanifm, and as 
*¢ the five is the only part of the fentence which can be participated by 
«< others, they have fuggefted that it fhould be made up by a common 
“« fobfeription, among the enemies to political perfecution. With your affent 
«© ] have no doubt this can eafily be done, and I will moit cheerfully 
undertake to promioté it. Do write to me as early as you can: if any 
« time before the middle of next month, direct to this place, as I do not 
** expe to be in Philadelphia before Chriftmas. 
ci | <¢ Tam, dear fir, your’s.” 


¥ 





Or the fedition law, Mr. John Taylor has hardly a more favourable 
eonception than that of general Mafon. In his letter from “ One of the 
“« People to Timothy Pickéring,”* he fpeaks of it in the following 
terms: “ except for the refpect to which; by law, the government is 
<<. entitled, 1 would have obferved that the Sophi of Perfia, and the empe- 
** ror of Turkey, allow precifely the fame liberty to their fubjetts. Per- 
«<< haps you may confider the comparifon asa compliment, as Mr. Erfkine 
“* contended it was, to liken a plain man tothe Devil. I will, therefore, 
« purfudit. You allow to the people a claim not 4 right of examina- 
«« tion.t But eventhe claim is to be ufedin the mode which government 





- NOTES, 

* Vid. Virginia Argus, November oth, 1798. 

+ The expreffions printed in Italics are quotations from Mr. Picler- 
ing’s letter to Mr. Johniton of Prince Edward county, dated Septembar 
22d,.1798. | | 
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«¢ fhall dire@t: and not aword is to be faid, which may excite dicon- 
“<< vents againf? the conftituted authorities. Can any criminal ever tufter 
«© juftice, who fettles the evidence which fhall be exhibited againft him, 
«« and allows himielf to be tried only to be acquitted ? ' 


«© Tr youadmit that confituted authorities can violate public good, 
what will be the benefit of an examination, which will not excite dil- 
** contents -——_—— wid 


ce 


«* In order to juftify the arrogance of your ftile to the people, you 
« have vouched for the integrity and genuine patriotifin of our conitituted 
«« authorities. If mankind can get over that great mals of confidence, 
«« which the double charaGter of criminal and witnefs ought to infpire, J 
‘¢ may be permitted to examine its credibility.-—A profeffion of fiacerity 
‘s ina negociation for the prefervation of peace is attended with the ut- 
« molt efforts of reproach to produce a war. .Complaints, that France 
intermeddles with our affairs, are followed by the grofleft abuie of her 
‘** eovernment, for tranfactions with which we have no concern. The old 
« dittvof W. X. Y.Z. is repeated, although the government of France 
« denies the charge. Is it of any importance to us whether it be true 
«© or falfe ? Be pleated to exercife your ingenuity on the following thefis. 
« Which government would act moft immorally, that which corruptly 
« obtained fifty thoufand pounds from an innocent nation, or that which, 
« under colour of a corrupt attempt in public fervants, involved two in- 
«" nocent nations.in war? The reiteration of the W. X.Y. Z. tale, is 
“* to meaclear proof that your faculties are deranged, and that thenation 
«« have only to determine, whether they will fend you alone into a:mad 
« hone, or fuiter themfelves to be deluded thither along with you. —— Are 
«« men yet to learn, that fedition, in all its modifications, is a generical in- 
“« definite term, invented. by defpotifm, capabe of being made to.com- 
« prife any thing asa {pecies, at the pleafure of power ; and thatin all — 
« ages, it has dieted itfelf with blood, the more. palatable, becaufe the — 
«« more pure? A fedition law is a net, the: mefhes of which may.be en- — 
‘< Jarged or diminifhed at the will of government. What a contempti- 
‘* bleidea muit you have formed of the people, in fuppofing that you can 
© fcold them out of their right ?” | 

Some of the majority who voted for the fedition a@ were undoubtedly 
fenfible that it broke through the conftitution. On July 4th, 1798, Alex- 
ander Martin made two {peeches againft it in the fenate. Immediately 
thereafter, he voted for the bill. When the houfe broke up, he was over- 
taken at the foot of the fairs by Mr. Henderfon of Tenneffee, and by 
general Mafon. ‘The latter fpoke to him thus: “ You made a good 
“* fpeech for us, Martin, and. proved, I think to any man’s fatisfaétion; 
that the bill was uncenflitutional. How did you come to.defert us ?”. 
I fill think the bill unconfiiutional,” anfwered, Martin ; “ but thefe 
S* DAMNED PRINTERS have got to fuch a height, abufing every body; — 
“F that they muft be checked.”? ‘This obfervation was made aloud, and in 
prefence of feveral perfons. One of them replied, in a diftin& voice, 
** this man has certainly forgot that he took an oath to fupport the ¢on- 
“© ftitution.”? General Mafon alfo remarked to Martin, that~** fourteen 
“© days after the bill had paft, if any one fhould fay of it, what Martin had 
“faid, he would be imprifoned for two years, and fined in two thoufand 
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st dollars.” Martin perceived that he had gone too far; and for fome 
‘days after, he did not know how to hold up his face inthe fenate. 
SerrinéG afide ail other arguments againit the fedition a@, it pte 
fents a moft audacious violation of the terms upon which the ftate of Vir- 
nia condefcended to become a di/fridt of the federal government. In the 
act of adopting that fyitem, there was an important refervation, and 
| Congrefs had no more title to break through it, than the Grand Turk 
has to legiflate for the empire of China. Here follows the refervation: 
«6 We, the delegates of the people of Virginia, duly ele&ted in pur- 
«© fuance of a recommendation from the General Afflembly, and now 
_ “© met in corivention, having fully and freely inveftigated and difcufied 
'* the proceedings -of the federal convention, and being prepared as 
«© well as the moft mature deliberation hath enabled us, to decide 
«© thereon, DO, in the name and in behalf of the people of Virgi- 
«nia, declare and make known, that the powers granted under the 
« conftitution; being derived from the peaple of the United States, 
«© may be refumed by them, whenfoever the fame fhall be perverted 
«to their injury or oppreflion; and that every power not granted 
« thereby remains with them, and at their will. That therefore no 
« right, of any denomination can be cancelled, abridged, reftrained, 
“ or modified, by the Congreis, by the Senate or Houie of Reprefen- 
<< tatives, ating inary capacity, by the prefident, or any department 
6 or officer of the United States, except in thofe inflances in which 
| ¢ power is given by the conttitution for thofe purpofes ; and that among 
é Other effential rights, the liberty of con{eience and of rh2 Prefi , can- 
«© not becancelled, abridged, reftrained, or modified, by any authority of 
«© the United States.” 
_ ~Aprer this folemn declaration, it feems entirely ufelefs toargue any 
farther upon the fubje&. It is not within the compafs of human language — 
to make a fironger or more explicit interdiction of {uch a meafure as the fe- 
dition a@& than that here inferted. ‘This paflage ought to be reprinted 
h in every fchool book in Virginia, that our children may getit by heart, 
- that they may feel a fuitable impreflion of the clemency and probity of 
~ the Britith faGion. 
Tn confequence of this at, have Seen menaced with profecution and 
-imprifonment, by Daniel Call, that forry underftrapper of federal ufur- 
pation. On this head I fhall fay but little. The governor and executive 
- council of Virginia have {worn to fupport its laws, and its privileges. 
_ Hence, they cannot fuffer a trial of that nature to proceed without viola- 
ting their oaths of office. 
Tue remarks on the counter addrefs have taken up a confiderable 
part of this volume. ‘The remainder muft be deferred, untill the pubdlicas 
tion of the next: | | 
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CHAP. IX, 


An explanation of the confpiracy of the Ariftocrats, far the patponement 
of a new cenfus, until after the next eletion for Prefilent, in Ofober, 
18c0.—Peculiar oppreffion of the New England flates, in confequence 
of this projed.— Minftrous increase of public expence within the lj? 
£20 pears —Profligate expenditure of public money—Examination of 


fome defedis in the federal conjlituticn. 





THE third feffion of the fifth congrefs commenced at Philadelphia, on 
Monday, December 3d, 1798. Gn this fiult day, nine fenators took their. 
feats. In the courfe of-the week, nine others arrived, fo that on Satur- 
day, December sth, they had formed a quorum. . OF the repreientatives, 
thirty feven attended on the 3d, and feventy five onthe 8th of December. 
The flacknefs of arrivals at the beginning of each icifion is, in fome mea. 
fure, produced, by the infignificance of the amufement with which ital- ,, 
ways commences. Men who value their time do not wifh to miipend it 
in wrangling about the contents of aa anfwer to fome trifling harangue 
froma preiident who is ne:ther wilernor better than themfelves. In al- 
mo every feflion, as wellas that in queition, fome thoufands of dollars 
are fuck upon wages of members who have arrived, before a quorum of 
each houfe can be affembled. It would be proper, if the prefident were 
direéted to deliver his fpeech on the firft day of the feflion, whether quo-: 
rams had been formed or not. He «ould he told to leave a copy of it 
_ with the clerk, for the perufal of abtent members. In the mean time, 
it is oppreflive to make the public pay wages for an aflembly which, 
by its own negligence, is incapable of a@liug. Not one dolar of the 
daily ftipend thould commence to any member of congrefs from the time 
of his arrival until quorums have been muftered. We fhould then hear 
no more of detcétive attendance in the outfet of a feiion. ‘he more 
diligent defcripiion of ovr legiflators would enforce, by a fhort ftatute, 
pun@tuality of appearance, it 1s probable that, fince the new govern, 
ment began, at leaft thirty thoufand dollars have been difburfed for mem- 
bers, who were waiting at the hall of congrefs till an effective number 
of that body could be collected. 

On December 8th, Mr. Adams delivered his addrefs to the two hou- 
fes, and its contents prefented a coniummate apology for the abience of 
thofe members who did not haften from the country to hear it. ‘The pre- 
fident began with a canting paragraph about the annual peflilence, He 
fated the “* ultimate failure” of ali endeavours for an accommodation 
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ith France.* It is happy for Mr. Adams: himfelf, as well as for his 
country, that he afferten in untruth. His fpeech was dHtinguithed by 
vague and virulent inveciive igainft the republic. Ti e plain reafon was 
tis. “Every government wities to handle as much money-as it can pofli- 
bly raife; and the beft pretence for raifing money is by fpreading an 
alarm of foreign war. In the preceding feficn, the prefident had obtain- 
ed permffion to borrow Sve millions of dollars. ‘The panic of invafion 
was, therefore, to be fupported, until the loancould be completed. If 
Mr. Adams had dropt even a fingle word refpeQing the piracies incef- 
fantly perpetrated by England, he might have claimed fome credit for 
his Complaints againit France. The remainder of the addrefs hardly me- 
rits particular notice. On the 12th of December, the fenate waited on 
the prefident with their anfwer. Befides their ufsal and contemptible 
echo, the fenate made an allufion to the voyage.of Dr. Logan; and to. 
the French as“ negleCting and paffing by the conftitutional- and authori- 
“ zed agents of the government.” Talleyrand did his utmoft for de- 
taining Gerry in France; and when that man abfolutely retufed to ftay 
longer, or to treat with him, the direétory fent home, by Dr. Logan, the 
. duplicate of-a frefh offer of pacification. As a french war was the ob- 
jest defired by the Britifh faction in America, Dr. Logan was loaded with” 
reproaches for his folicitude to prevent it. Afier all, he did nothing but 
an ofice of common civility, and an office which it was his duty to per- 
form. ) "The world never witneffed a more impudent farce than the cla- 
mour excited againit Dr. Logan. The people have feen quite through 
thisimpofture. ‘They hold its abettors in ‘that abhorrence to which the 
propagators of defamation, the pimps of political difcord, have fo juit a 
title. Hades ei 
Tue prefident, in hisfpeech, had not adverted to Dr. Logan; but the 
reference of the fenate prefented a temptation too trong to be refifted. In 
his reply, therefore, he took notice of * the officious interference, the té- 
“© merityand impertinence of individuals ;” and hinted that fuch offences 
“ ought to be inquired into, and. corrected.” Mr. Adana had fpoke of * the 
«« great extent and folidity of the public refources, from theproiperous ftate 
«< Of the finances.” ‘Che fenate forgot that important part of their echo ; 
but it was refounded by the repreientatives, who did not prefent their 
anfwer to the {peech till the 14th. On the 27th, the reprefentatives paft 
a bill fora new cenfus. ‘This bill did them honor, and demands a parti- 
cular explanation. ! 
~ Aw enumeration of the people of the United States has not been taken 
fince the year 1791. During this interval, the proportions of population 
have altered prodigioully. Vermont has doubled, and Keatucky has. 
probably quadrupled her number of inhabitants. -Hence each of thete 
ftates ought to fend an augmented number of reprefentatiyes, and to. pay 





NOTE. 

* He muft, at this very time, have been in pofiefion of Talleyrand’s 
correfpondence with Pichon. A copy of the firft of thefe two letters was 
delivered to Mr. Murray by Pichon, upon the 22 of Bru@idor, thatis 
the 8th of September, 1798, being no lefs than NiNgeTY-onE days be- 
fore the delivery of the prefident’s ipeech. 
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an augmented proportion of the direc tax, I’ hey do neither, This 
iffues in the greatelt injuftice and abfurdity. For inftance, Connecticut 


is lefs populous than Kentucky ; yet in the law of Jaly r4th, 1798, for 
raifing two millions of dollars, by a direct tax, that ilate is rated at 





Dallars. 

4 : 129,767 

Kentucky, at only - ) ny 37,043 
Balance againft Connecticut, O2,124 57 





Now, as Connedicut is the lefs pepulous of thefe two flates, it is evi-’ 
dent that, for want of a new cenfus, fhe has beea overcharged in the dum, 
of thirty or forty thoufand dollars per annum. All the other New Binge 
land itatts are likewileconfiderable fufferers. Rhode-Liland, for exam- 








pie, is taxed at OD. | Dollars, 
| ae 37359? 

Tennefiee. with probably more than twice its popula- | 
tion, pays but * 18,806 
Balance againft Rhode-Ifland, , 18,695 


‘Luus Rhode-HMland contributes about nineteen thoufand dollars more 
than Tenneflee, when by the fpirit of the conflitution, fhe ought to be ra- 
ted at nine thoufand dollars lefs. In the fame way, New-Hamplthire has 
a burden twice as heavy as that of. Georgia, with probably not_a larger 
number of inhabitants, and with fix months per annum ofinow. In the, 
{maller maps of America, you can hardly difcover the ftate of De'aware; 
and yet this neck of land contributes only about three thoufand dollars 
lefs than Kentucky. : 

To render fuch a fyfem of taxation  detefted, it requires only to be 
explained. Nothing can more completely prove the grofs ignorance of 
Rhode-Ifland and Conneéticut than their tame acquiefence under fucha 
difproportionate fhare of the common burthen. When they thall once 
underitand that they are {queezed out ofa fhilling or eighteen pence, in 
place of fix pence, they will be more able than they are at this time, to 
eftimate the true charaéter of the prefent government. Matlachufects 
hath equal reafon to complain. ‘T’hat ftate pays Dellars. 

| 2.609435 
New-York is beyond comparifon more populous and 
wealthy than Maffichu‘etts ; and yet the is taxed 
at only | 181,680. 





Overplus againft Maflachufetts, 735755 





Tuere is norikin affirming, that, by a new cenfns, Maflachufetts 
would fave forty thoufand dollars per annum, of the preient direct afleft- 
ment of two millions. New-Jeriey and Maryland would alfo receive 
confiderable benefit from a fecond enumeration of the citizens ; though in 
a leffer degree than the four ftates of New-England. Here it feems fit 
to explain the caufes of this diftin@ion. | 7 
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Tue coniitution fays that “ noscapitation, or other direct tax, fhall 
< be laid, unlefs in. proportion to the cenfus, or'enumeration.” In other 
words, a fpecific fam is requirea by the direct tax for each thoafand of citi- 
zens which the cenfus afligas toa particular ftate. ‘Since179!, the po- 
pulation of Connecticut is thought to have dectiaed, rather than aug- 
mented, »But if Jerfey and, Maryland have, within the fame period, in- 
creafed their population by one fourth part, if every thonfand of their 
former. inhabitants have rifen to, twelve hundred and fifty, then the fame 
tax is paid ia Jerfey, by five people; which in Connecticut is paid by four. 
Tfone thoufand Kentuckians have, in the laft eight years, been augmen- 
ted to four thoufand, then the four.thoufand have no, more to bear in 
Kentucky than: the. one thoufind im, Connefticut, and the twelve hundred 
and &fty in jeriey. ‘In Connecticut, the numberof citizens is almoit fta- 
tionary; fo that this late bears tie fail weight. ..in Kentucky, the nam- 
bers have increaied fo rapidly, that, until. there fhail be. afecond cenius, 
the burden of one perfonis fapperted by four, or perhaps by five. In Jer- 
fey and. | Maryland, the number of pecple imcrea es, although want or 
room hinders them from augmenting wich half che quicknels of the Ken- 
tuckians. . Yetieven among them, the burden of four perfons is borne 
by perhapsfives Whena fecond cenfus fhall divide the tax upon equita— 
ble principles, a large proportion of the fams.dt prefent paid by the 
New England tates, by jerfey ‘ and. Maryland, muft be transferred 
to the others... Lhe proportions: above {pecified are not offered as ex- 
ast, but they are not very materially diftant from trath 3 and they pro- 
duce an intereiting conclulion.  Lne above cax.is levied with iniquitous 
inequality. .N ew-England bears a proportion, much greater than what 
fhe ought to. bear. ‘Pne North Wefern Territory, with a very confider- 

“able population, pays uot one farthing ! a 

Aut this fhews that the prefent mode of affeing the direct taxis ar- 
bitrary, unjuf and ridiculous ; in fhort, that there 1s an abfolute and in- 
fant neceffity fora new cenlus.. 5 ody : , , 

~ Wuen congrefs pait the aileffment ad of July 14th, 1793, they fhould 
have fubjoined another for an.immediate enumeration ot the citizens.; 
andthe burdea fhould have. been founded. upon.the concomitant cenfus. 
Happily, this fabject is fo very plain, that there cannot be a difference of 
opinion refpecting it, Were a ftore, keeper to demand fix pence from 
one cuftomer, and halfa crown from. another, for two articles that were 
each worh only fix pence, the world, wonld confider this: man as a com. 
mon Cheat, as no better than a place-hunting jadge, a libeller of foreign 
nations, or an iatercepter of letters. This is exactly the {windling balis 
upon which the preient tax has been: founded.. It feems ungrateful in 
Mr. Adams to bear fo hard upon this beloved Ne y-Hagland, upon. the 
moft loyal, and truly federal part of his dominions, . 

Wira this explanauon, I return to the, haufe of reprefentatives. 
Their bill-for a fecond cenfus paft with uncommon difpatch and unanimi- 
ty. ‘Twenty-fix members only voted againtt it... ‘Tae bill was then fent 
up to the fenate, where a fingular amendment was propofed. ‘Phe repre- 
fentatives had enaéted that “ the. enumeration fhall,commence on the iirtt 
«© Monday, in May next.” "The a¢t of enumeration would probably have. 
requiredthe greater part ofa year. in May, 1800, the.returns could have 
been made to congrefs ; and as the direct tax is impofed only for one year 
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at a time, the legiflature in continuing it could fix it upon the level 
ofthe new cenfus. ‘This, as above explained, would bean immenfe ré- 
lief to New-Eenoland, and as the members from that country govern the 
fenate, there feemed the greateft reafon to expect that this body would 
adopt the date of May next, 
‘ars was what the fenate would have done, if juflice to the citizens 
at large had been the fundamental motive of their conduct. .'The prof- 
pect of relieving New-England was extremely acceptable, but an object 
yet more important was to be held in view. ‘The election of prefident 
takes place inthe fallof1800. Ifthe cenfus thall be completed before 
that period, then its contents muft regulate the number of electors for 
prefident, as well as the feveral proportions of the dire& tax. It happens 
that inall thofe fates where the greatef augmentation ‘of people has oc- 
curred, the citizens are almoft univerfally in favour of Mr. Jefferfon. — 
Such’ efpecially, are Georgia, Tenneflee, and Kentucky, where Mr. 
Adams has no chance fora fingde vote. In New-York, Pennfylvania, 
Virginia, and North-Carolina, likewife, it is well underftood that the 
majority abhgr the patron of an American baftile, the father of the alien 
and fedition acts. Even Vermont, infpite of its northerly fituation, con- 
tains a formidable number of republicans. ‘The redult is that a new cen- 
fas will give a majority of at leaft twenty votes for Mr. Jefferfon, and in all 
probability, 2 much greater number. é 
Ow this account, the fenate, by voting for an enumeration in May next, 


(1799,) would have enfured the difmifion of Mr. Adams at the approach- 
ing eleftion. "Fo the greater part of that body, his defcent from the fe- 
deral throne holds out a terrible contingeicy. Since ever they had a 
conftitational exiftence, the majority of that’ houfe have kept in public 
pay John Fenpo, and from the time of his death, hisadmirable fon. One 
of the principal fiipulations with thefe men was, and is, thatthe Gazette 
of the United States fhould ‘publifh every fort of falfehood againft Mr. 
Jefferfon, and againftevery one who ventures to defend him. ‘The num- 
ber of direct lies which, for the laft ten years, have been hatched under the 
wings of this compact, muft amount to fome hundreds per annum. _ If the 
rank and file of thefe calumnies could be accurately muttered, they would 
rival the numbers of a Roman legion. After fuch condu&, the majority 
have no lucrative appointments to expect ftom Mr. Jefferfon- He will 
- nominate no ftockjobbing ambaffadors, no fix per cent. per month judges, 
no perjured infpectors general of armies in the moon. His calumniators 
deferve and expect his contempt and detettation. a 
For theie forcible but difhonourable reafons, a majority of the fenate 
rejeRed the term of May next. They fubflituted «© the firt Monday in 
“© April, one thoufend eight hundred.” By this poftponement they de- 
Signed to defer the effect of the fecond enumeration, until the next elec- 
tion for prefident fhall be paft. They had other motives. In almoft 
every one of the United States, Virginia excepted, the eletions for the 
Jeventh congréfs are tobe held in the fall of the year 1890. By proper 
management in conduCting the returns of the new cenfus, they canbe 
dept back until thefe elections for congrefs fhall have been completed. 
‘The winter feffion of the year 1809 is to begin upon the firt Monday of 
December. After the elections fhall have been fettled, the party in the 
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houfe of reprefentatives caf bring forward the new edition of the dire& 
tax bill, and, atthe fame'time, the returns of the fecond enumeration. 
They will thea ground the tax on the lait arrangement of proportions, 
while the feventh congrefs will have been chofen upon the former one.* 
By this fcheme, Conneticut will be relieved from herpreient overcharge 
of perhaps forty thoufand collars of the direct tax of two millions’ She 
will continue, however, to fend feven'reprefentatives to congrels: “On the 
other hand, ‘Tenneffee, which receives an addition of probably fifty thou- 
fand fouls a’ year, will be afiefiea to fix, feven, or eignt times more than 
the prefent amount of that tax, while fhe continues to have but one re- 


prefentative. From eighteen thoufand eight hundred dollars; her quota 
will fuddenly bounce upwards to an hundred and twenty, or an hundred 

ad fifty: thouiand dollars ; while fhe only fends one reprefentative to 
céngrefs, in'place of fix. The direét tax will be founded upon. the new 
cenins. ‘The electiens will, fome twoor three months before that time,’ 
have been commenced and:clofed upon the o/d one. All the other ftates, 
which are at prefent under affeffed, wili then be charged ‘to ‘the full’ex+ 
tent; but they will not enjoy the advantage of an augmented reprefenta- 
tion. -New-York will fill) in the feventh congreis, continue to chufe 
but ten members, in place of fixteen, Vermont two, inftead of five, Penn- 
fylvania thirteen, in place of probably eighteen, and Virginia nineteen in- 
ftead of twenty-four. Kentucky will fend two reprefentatives in place of 
eight, and Georgia two others, when the ought to chufe four, five; or fix. 


In fhort, excepting the fourt itationary fistes of New-England, all parts 
ofthe union will, juft as at prefent, be jofied out of a confideravle pro- 

ortion of their due-balance ‘in the ‘federal government. . As for the 
North-Weftern ‘Territory, it is expected that this’ fate will foon be -per- 
mitted to fend one member to congreis. She will, no doubt, be affeffed 
according to the new enumeration. ; 

- Tue cenfus bill was fent back to the houfe of reprefentatives, with 
this amendment of “ April, 1800,” in place of May next. The altera- 
tion was rejected, by fifty-four votes againit thirty-three... The fenate, in 
appearance, loft their amendment, but in fa&, they carried their point ; 
for as they refufed to give up their alteration, the bill was loft. ‘Thus 
they gained the delay which they defired, as another bill could not be 
brought forward until the feffion of December, 1799. Inthe fenate, the 
amendment was carried by feventeen votes againit fix. Of the eight fe- 


nators of New-England, {even were prefent. Goodhue, Greene, Hill- 





NOTES. 
« ® This idea was ftarted in the fenate, upon which Mr. Jacob. Read, 
who. had fupported the poftponement till April, 1899, faid, that it was 
impofible to fuppofe that any thing fo unjuft could ever be attempted. 
Some of his friends, however, did afterwards avow, that the confe- 
quence would be as it has been explained in the text. 

+ New-Hamphhire is the only quarter of New-England that has not 
yet received its full complement of inhabitants. Its increafe, however, 
can hardly be rapid. Some hundreds of families emigrate annually from 
this ftate and Vermont into Canada, where the Britith give them lands 
for nothing. | 
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houfe, Livermore, Sedgwick and ‘Tracy, voted for April i809. Mr. : 
John Langdon of New-Hampthire, voted for May mext, "This is 
the attention that New-Hngland fenators pay to the relief of their confti- 
tuents, from an oppreffive and iniquitous burden. By voting as Mr. 
Langdon did, his fix brethren would have faved confiderably more than 
one hundred thoufand dollars a year ‘to the four New-England ftates. 
‘This is a point which has already been afcertained beyond all contradic- 
tion. 

Wuen the bill, with the amendment, had been returned to the houfe 
of reprefentatives, and had been taken up for a fecond confideration, five 
out of the feven Connecticut members were prefent. Thefe were Allen, 
Brace, Edmond, Goodrich and Grifwold. Like their countrymen above. 
ftairs, they voted for April, 1800. Of the fourteen Maflachufetts repre- 
fentatives, eleven were prefent. Ofthese, three voted for May next, and 
eight others for April, 1800. The fix members from New-Hamphhire _ 
and Rhede-Ifland voted for the latter date. In whole, twenty-nine 
New-England votes were given in the two houfes. Ofthefe, only four 
members voted for their conftituents, and twenty-five againfithem. Yet 
thefe people are enraptured with the excellence of their reprefentatives 4 
and multitades of them look down upon all other Americans as a race 
of ignorant and inferior beings. The prefent explanation tends directly 
to fave immenfe fams of money to the people of New-England ; yet 
when this book reaches that country, the author will be reviled, as he 
frequently has been, in their defpicable newfpapers. For attemptiag to 
dothem an evident and eflential fervice, he will be arraigned as a jaco- 
bin and an anarchift; becaufe fome of thefe people would rather continue 
to lofe their one hundred thoufand dollars, and upwards, per annum, than 
endure the mortification of difcovering that they have ated like fools, 
and that they have been grofsly cheated. Philolophers may determine 
whether this New-England appetite for flavery.makes the neareX ap- 
proach to ftupidity, or to madnefs. Such citizens are unfuitable, and. 
even dangerous charaéters, ina government which affects to found it- 
felf upon republican principles. ‘This abje€t turn. of thinking 1s common 

but not univerfalin the eaftern flates: Dr. Nathaniel Ames of Dedham 

affirms, that in hiscountry, the republicans are by far the moft refpeftable 

clafs of citizens. He is of opinion that the prefent meafures of govern-_ 
ment muftendin a civilwar. This gentleman is brother to the celebra- 
ted orator. Tanta eft difcordia fratrum | Fa&ts appear-to juftify his con- 
jecture as to the republicans of New-England. At the lait eledtion for 

‘congrefs, the citizens of Bofton: were on the point of placing general 

Heath in the room of Harrifon Otis. The treafury member faved his 

diftance by the help of Britifh merchants, and the dependents of Mr. 
Adams. xy tn a bl us 

SoMETHING yet remains to be faid as to the confequences of the con- 
dué of the fenate in rejeGting the cenfus bill. On July 9th; 1798, there 
pat a law,‘ to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling houfes, 
“< and the enumeration of flaves.” ‘This was a kind of prelude to the 
act of afieiiment. ‘Phe fecretary of the treafury is, by the latter fatute, 
required to 1fiue his inftraGtions for collecting the two millions of dol- 
lars, as foonas he fhall have received returns upon the other att of va- 
iuation. ‘Lhe affe(iment of two millions becomes due and payable at the. 
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end of three months after the fupervifors of the revenae fhall have received 
their inftructions. 
Now, the fixth congrefs has opened. Government is in the great. 

eft want of money; and one of the firt obje&s muft be to renew thar’ 
aflefinent. We are to prefume that the tax will be made payable withir 
three months, or thereby, fromthe date of the law, which will probably 
be paft in January, 1800, or about that time. ‘This detail fhews that the 
tranfa@ion of the fecond annual affefiment will be completely clofed long 
before the enumeration of the fecond cenfas can begin to have its effect 
in the diftribution of the tax. ‘Thus the citizess of New-England are 
inevitably condemned to pay their quota of the next two millions of do!- 
Jars upon the batis of the old cenfus. They are condémned to pay five hua- 
dred and three thoufand four hundred and nine dollars, and three quar- 
ters, that is to fay, fomething more than one fourth part of the whole 
affeffment. At the fame time, it is indifputable that, even after makine 
proper deductions for two fifths of the ilaves, the New-Englanders do not 
conititute one fifth part ofthe people. .'lhey are taxed in five hundred 

thoufand dollars, and they ought to pay lefs. than four hundred thoufand. 
‘This is the eonfequence of their overcharged réprefentation in congreis. 
Out of an hundred and fix members, New-England fends twenty-ieven. 
Twenty-one is the utmof number to which her population can entitle 
that country ; and every year adds largely to'the preponderance againti 
her. Thus in three of her ftates, the number of citizens is almoit pofitive- 

ly ftationary ;, whilft on the contrary, fince the laft cenfus, it is certain that 

'Venneflee and Kentucky alone have received a far greater augmentation 

of inhabitants than the whole colleGtive population of the flate of Connec- 
‘ticut. Thefe fats prove that the prefent unnatural fupremacy of New- 

England cannot be lafting ; and that, by lofing it at this day, the inhabi- 

tants would fetain an hundred thoufand dollars per annum of the federal 

affefiment, afum which their barrenfoil and inhoipitable climate ieverely_ 
demand for domeflic purpoies. | 

Bur thisis not the worft part of the profpect in contemplating the di- 

ye& tax, That barden mutt very foon be raifed to twice, or thrice, or 

four times its prefent magnitude, unlefs we fhall again have recourfe to the 

defperate expedient of loans at eight per cent. Fiven in the year 1800, 

and in fpite ofa fecond affeflment cf two millions, the deficienoy will be 
formidable. The amount of this chafm has been afcertained by Mr. Gal- 
latin, inan appendix to his two printed {peeches to congrets, of February 
+th,and {1th, 1799. He firft fates the additional fam that will be wan- 
ted in 1806, at fave millions and fix hundred thoufand dellars. But in a 
fubfequent note, he obferves that fome of the articles for 1799 exceed th 
expence what was before fated. He fubjoins the additional charges. On 
fumming up the whole amount, and adding them to the deficit of the fol- 
lowing year, it appears that, for 1809, the deficiency will be tree miliz- 
ons, one hundred and fixty two toufand, fix hundred and fixty-four dollars. 
Ifthis new fum fhall be raifzd by an addition to the fecond affefled tax, 

hen New-Eneland will have to difburfe, in the year 1800, an overcharce 
of two hundred and fifty thoufand dollars. she pays ‘already an over- 
charge of an hundred thoufand dollars, on the tax of ¢avo millions. In 
the {ame proportion, fhe will paytwo hundred and Afty thowfand dollars, 
‘¥f the afleflment fhall be ratfed from two to five maitizons. 
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This appendix to Mr. Gallatin’s two fpeeches contains fome amazing 
items of expence. Among others, we have two hundred thoufand dol- 
lars for the ‘* Mediterranean powers.” In another page this item is 
farther augmented :to ‘* two hundred and fifty-one thoufand, nine hun- 
<< dred and eighty-feven dollars.” By thefe powers are meant the States 
of Barbary, including, perhaps, the emperor of Morocco. ‘Fhe treaty 
with that prince was ratified by Meftrs. Adams and Jefferfon, as American 
plenipotentiaries, in January, 1787. It makes no mention of tribute, or 
prefents. There is another treaty with Algiers, dated November 28th 
1795. By that, the United States are bound to pay twelve thoufand 


L 


Algerine fequitis per annum, in maritime itores. ‘This tribute makes 
fomething leis than twenty-four choufand dollars. What becomes of the 
remainder of the tavo hundred aud fifty-two thoufand? .'The only other 
Mediterranean powers are Tunis and Tripoli. It cannot be fuppofed 


that thefe petty and peaceful ftates receive the balance of two hundred 


and twenty-cigat thouland dollars. Unqueltionably the greater part of 
the whole fom is ficlen, though it may be neither prudent, nor perhaps 
pofible, to afcertain the identical plunderer. 

it is amufing to remark the rapid growth ef public expence. On May 
oth, 1796, an act paffed, appropriating twenty thoutand dollars addi- 
éozal, tor the charges of intercourfe with foreign nations. ‘This re- 
lates to the expence of ambafladors, &c. to France, England, and 
othér Chritian courts. ‘The law fays, that forty thoujand dollars had, 
before that time, been annually affigned for this purpofe. For the year 
1799, Mr. Gallatin, in the firit part of his appendix, eftimates feventy 
three thoafand dollars. ‘In the fecond part, the item rifes to an hundred 
and nine thowfand, befidés thirty thouiand doilars more, for an embafly 
to Conflantinople. Thus, within four years only, the diplomatic depart- 
ment has, from forty thouland doilars, been {crewed up to an hundred and 
thirty-nine thoufand. , Pe 

‘The prefent excurfion to the Ottoman Porte is a yet more impudent 
mpofture on the public than the ramble to Pruflia, ‘The principal ob- 
2étion to the latter journey was, that the prime coft of our whole exports 
-o Pruffia would not defray the falary of our ambaflador. But the matter 
Was not regarded as worfe than mere pilfering. It wasa bold pufh to 
provide, at the national expence, for a prefident’s fon. But the Turkifh 
tour has a much worfe and more dangerous obje&. ‘The utter lofs of 
hirty thoufand dollars isthe moft trifling harm of the. tranfaGtion. Juft 
before the nomination of anambaflador, notice was received in America 
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that the Turkish and Rufian governments have declared war againft France. 


lmmediately after hearing this news, Mr. Adams appointed envoys to 
enter into treaties with each of thele empires. ‘This was a direc infult 
on the republic. Jt forms a branch of the diabolical confpiracy for 
plunging the United States into a French rupture. 
As for an American trade with Turkey, fuch an item has never ap- 
peared, under its own diftin®& name, in the annual reports from the trea- 
fury. But farther, the French are matters of Malta. Hence, it is ftill 
more impraticable than it ever was, to trade to the Mediterranean, 
without their permiflion. Yet our prefident is, at one and the farhe mo- 
ment, courting a ’Turkuh alliance, and provoking a French war. It would. 


require a fuperior command of language to paint, in its proper colours, 
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the infanity of fach condu&t. Mr. Adams is confcious that a much larger 
‘fam tha thircy theufand dollars would not be fuificient for accomplifhing 
anialliance with the Porte. Some time after the peace of 1783, the pre- 
fident and Mr. Jefferfon were joint ambafladors at Paris: they wanted 
to furm atreaty with Algiers. As a prelude to that tranfaction, they 
conceived the defign of a treaty with the Grand Seignor. They confulted, 
on this fabject, the count de Vergennes. He an{wered, that at Algiers, 
the only two principles of a@ion were money and fear; and that the 
Algerines paid fome little attention to the Grand Seignior, when 
it fuited their interef, but not otherwile..° He fubjoined, that the ex- 
pence would be very confiderable. ‘T'he chevalier de Yrujo fays that, 
in his opinion, the charges of fach an affair could not be lefs than 
two millions of dollars, becaufe, from the Grand Vizier, downwards, a 
great number of public officers mult receive prefents. ‘The Turkifh go- 
_vernment is, in the Ligheft degree, both haughty and rapacious. As 
Congrefs have got themfelves entangled in this butinels, it is very likely 
that the texe demand will be for an hundred thouiand dollars. We 
‘fhall, at the fame time, be told that the treaty is dx traza; that national 
honour is facred, in fhort, that as Congrefs iuffered Mr. Adams to get 
into this affair, they are bound in juftice to bring him out of it. This.is 
the way of fyending public money, which has been borrowed at eight per. 
cent. There exifts not a more credulous, a more bubbied nation than 
the people of America. 

It has been faid above, that in 1800, the affefled taxes will probably 
come to five millions of dollars, becaufe the deficit of that year will 
exceed all the prefent revenues by more than three millions. Dut even 
that.augmentation is nothing compared with the dreadful profpedt that 
yawns before us. In 180%) the deficiency of ‘revenue will be not three 
millions only, but five millions four hundred and fifty thoufand dollars : 
and in 1802; it will be fix millions feven hundred and fifty thoufand 
dollars. By the way upon which the prefent government has hitherto 
managed its expences, they were always fure of running far beyond the 
sflimates. A previous calculation of {ix millions muft be expected to 
refuit in feven or eight millions. Hence it is probable that the real 
average deficit for the difburfements of each of thefe two years of 1801, 
and 1802, will exceed feven millions. But in this increafed amount of 
public expences, there is comprehended the difcharge of a Dutch debt 
of two millions and three hundred thoufand dollars. This debt wiil be 
cleared: by a part of thefe augmentations. This Dutch debt, bears an 
intereft of four per cent. - But-in future the loans of the federal govern- 
ment mutt be contrafted at eight per cent. The amount will then ftand 
thus: 


. . dollars. 
Aucmentation for the two years colle&ivel - 14,C00,000 
& y peiy 4 
Dedu& Dutch debt . ypareee ahr, th fe 2,300,000 








Real augmentation of debt within thefe two years 11,700,000 
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Inthe midi of fach a {cene of profligacy and of yfury, the prefident 
has perfifted, as long. as he durft, in making his utmoft efforts for pro- 
voking a French war. It feems likely that we are to continue to trifle 

with the patience of the republic, until the reft of her enemies fhall be 
fuccellively extirpated; and then we muft either accept of her own 
terms, or combat her undivided forces.* Gerry, in his final difpatches, 

 €xplains the danger of aconteft withthe republic. He obferves that 
the prefent convulfions of Europe will probably continue for half a cen- 
tury.” Thus America mutt prepare herfelf to begin.a battle of Sfty years. 
‘There 1s only one certain method, and that is a very cheap one, to fhun 
this guloh of deflrution, At the next eleGtion for prefident, be fure to 
vote for the republican candidate; for although Mr. Adams were to make 
atreaty with France, yet fuch is the groffnefs of his prejudice, and fo 
great 1s the violence of his paffions, that, unser his adminifration, 
America would be in conftant danger of a fecond quarrel. 

From confidering the rejeftion of the cenfus bill by the fenate, we were 
led to fome obfervations on the afleffed tax, and its injurious operation 
with regard to the ecaftern flates. From the means of raifing public mo- 
ney, there was a natural tranfition to the prefent method of {pending it. 
‘The unexampled augmentation of taxes, and the piodigal waite of re- 
fources, under the management of Mr. Adams, recalls to mind the defire 
for a fecond election, and that is infeparably conneéted with the idea of a 
new cenfus. On this fubject fomething lies in the power of the prefent 
aflembly of Virginia. Perhaps it might be advifeable for them to frame 
a memorial to Congrefs, demanding a fecond and infant enumeration of 
the citizens. Their requifition will be fupporied by the affemblies of 
Kentucky and Tennefice, and probatly by feveral others. In Congrets, 
they will be fupported either by a majority, or by a very clofe minority 
of reprefentatives. It muit be exprefsly demanded, that the cenfuis fhall 
be completed, before the electors for anew prefident fhall be chofen, and 
that the proportion of ele@ers fhall. be regulated by the jecond enumeration. 
‘Servile and arbitrary as the majority of the fenate are, they will not dare 
to refufe their aflent to a demand foimpreflive, and &-reafonable. There 
never was a more miferable infance of national happinefs cafl away 
that what would be exhibited by a fecond eleGion of Mr. Adams, and its 
probable confequence, a war with the conquerors of Europe. Bat even let 
us hope what is hardly poilible: grant, that having been chofena fecond 
time, he fhall {cold on for five years from this date, without producing 

oan actual war, Still the increafe of public expenditure has been fo rapid and 
prodigious, that every man, place-hunters excepted, is interefted in 
wchecking it. At the clofe of Mr. Wathington’s prefidency, the public 
revenues and expences were, each of them in round numbers, about feven 
millions of dollars. For 1799, the revenue is computed, by Mr, Gal. 


w 





NOTE, 

* At this moment (January 6th, 1800) the prefidential . newf. 
papers have not remitted one atom of their inve&ives againft France, 
‘This proves, beyond all quibbling, that even in the preient advanced ftage 
ef the bufinefs, Mr. Adams does not wilh for a peace, 
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_a, at ten millions; and Mr. Wolcott eftimates the expenditure at 
twelve millions feven hundred and fifty thoufand dollars. For.1800, the. 
expenditure will be faurteen millions four hundred and jifty taoufand dol- 
lars; for 1801, fouricen millions nine hundred and fifly thoufand dollars; 
and for 1802, fftecz millions three hundred and jifiy, thoufand dollars. . 
Befides this exorbitant augmentation, America muit, within the three 
years laft named, pay off the Dutch debt of two millions and three hun- 
dred thoufand dollars. At the end of the year 1202, the government 
will be farther indebted than it was in 1.798, ia feventecs millions five 
hundred thoufand dollars, * as the price of the prefident’s two {pecches, 
and of the other inflammatory meatures.. This fam is over and above 
the twenty-three hundred thoufand dollars, which muit be raifed for the 
difcharge of the Dutch debt... ‘The annual interet of the feventeen mil- 
lions and five hundred thoufand dollars at eight per cent. wall be 
FOURTEEN HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS A YEAR FOR EVER 5 
a burthen, every farthing of which muf be placed tq the account of the 
comlpiracy of the ariltocrats. 

_ This is the profpe@ which government itfelf gives of its own future ¢x7 
pences; but there remains no doubt that the actual idue will far exceed 
this ellimate. From the feven millions of 1796, we have, in 1799, 
bounded forwards to twelve millions feven hundred and fifty thouland 
dollars. Even the ariftocracy admit that, for 1802, the difbarfe ments. 
will be ffieen millions, three hundred and fifty thou/and dollars, befides 
the laft inflalments of the Dutch debt. But they have only to profecute 
their negociation at Conftantinepie; to fend a fecond Ambafiador to 
China, a third to Japan, and a fourth to Abyffinia. After what we have 

een, let no man fay that a Japanefe embafly is incredible. Such mif- 
fions, with fix other feventy-fours, and a few additional dock-yards, 
would raife the expenditure to twenty millions ; and that fome baloons 
of this kind will be mounted nobody can doubt, unlefs, in 1800, the‘ 
country fhall difmifs Mr. Adams. We can judge of the future by look- 
ing at the paft. The fourth preficency will expire upon March 3d. 

1805, and by perievering till thattime in the prefent Adamite fyftem,, 
the charges of that year cannot be gucfled at lefs than thirty millions of 
dollars. his is t2¢ profpe@ before us! But if the prefident thall fuc- 
ceed in his efforts for a conteit of half a century with the republic, 
even this calculation is but a feather in the fcale of our burthens. When 
a chief magiftrate is, both in his {peeches and his new{papers, conftantly 
reviling France, he can neither expect nor defire to live long in peace 
with her. Take your choice, then, between Adams, war, and beggary, 
and Jefferfon, peace, and competency i 

By way ofcomfort, we have been told of “ the great extent and fo~ 
«¢ lidity of the public refources, from the pra/perous flate of the finances. §” 
In the midi ofaneight per loan, irredeemable, alfo, for the {pace of 
ten years, thefe words are the language of infult. It is likewife 
afirmed that <‘ fince the decay of the feudal fyfem, as. No 





NOTE. 
* Unlefs another direét. tax intervenes. 


§ Prefident’s {peech, Dec. 8th,"1793. 
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“nation can raife within the year, by taxes, fuflicient ‘fans for its 
<<’ defence, and military operations, in time of war, the fams loaned, 
<«<-and debts contracted, have weceffarily become the fubjeéts of what have 
«been called the fanding fyftems.”* The defic en of thefe obfervations 
was to exhibit loans as 2 matter of univerfal necéllity ; ; and ‘here, accord= 
ing to his invariable practice, Mr. Adams has miftaken and mifreprefent- 
ed every thing. Inthe vigour ofthe feudal fyftem, every king 1n Europe 
borrowed money whenever he could get ity vor prodigality and bank- 
ruptcy forma part of the firft elements of es § It is not from po- 
litcal neceffity that modern nations are buried in debt; but from the difho- 


neft charaters of thofe who govern them. ‘The cuftom of funding has _ 


been engrafted on the general increafe of wealth; and this cuftom affords 
a facility of contraGing national debts greater chat what was ever heard 
ofbefore. One of the reafons why modern governments are fo fond of 
_ borrowing money is becaufe this practice affords a larger held than ufual 
for fealing with impunity. "he prefent national debt oFE ngland requires 
about twenty millions fterling per annum of intereft. Under tolerable 
management that fum would be fufficient for fupporti ing the charges of 
a bloody war. Thus England holds out a cafe in point againit Mr. 
Adams ; becaufe, if it hau not been for the prodigality of Hey former 
admi niftrations, and their ‘mad ~projetts of funding, that country could 
moft certainly have gone through ae preient war without contracting a 
fhilling of £ national debt Stille j is true that modern wars would be 7 uch 
lefs ruinous than they hitherto i have been, if the whole fums were to be 
raifed annually by taxes. ‘The promptnefs of the payment wouid force 
people to think, In the war of feven years, the great king of Pruilia 
borrowed no eee This ‘proves, beyond all doubt, that by ecc- 
nomy and good fenfe, the met duel contelt may be fapported, 
and the moit defperate exertions be called forth, witheut rufhing into 
debt. : : 

Mr. Hume, Dr. Adam Smith, and other eminent political writers, have 
demonftrated, thata government which fupperts itlelf by confantly con- 
trating new debts, is on ie Rraight road to dete Be. On tiis head 
the famous Mirabeau has made fome excellent renarks, ‘They, are ad- 
dreffed to the citizens of America; and they well deferve to be quoted, 
as an antidote to the fophifiry now in fafhion. They are as follows: 

«<The moft fatal’ deception,” fays this writer, “of what in Eu- 
«« rope are called politicks, has been to fuppofe credit ufeful, and to throw 
«* a part of the duties of the prefent upen future generations. ‘This 
« horrible fyftem originates in a want of patriotifm: and paves the way 
«< for a revolution which, whether diftant or near at hand,’ is certainly 
* inevitable, and will frike the world with terror.”’ [The work ‘here 
cited was wrote long before the French revolution, wnicn, with mathe- 
matical precifion, has proved the truth of this prophecy.]  ** ‘Phe bur- 
st ie is continually increafing ; the exigencies of every year are 

ageravated with the weight of all which have gone before. Every 


a. 





NOTES. 

* Prefident’s fpeech, Nov. 22d. 1797. 

§ See, as one fample, Sinclair’s i ih of the Britihh Revenues, for 
ah account of the royal and feedal mendicants of England. 
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® Joan ereates a neceflity for future loans ;, fo that the one end of this 
x boafted policy is to render the public fervice impofiible, or, in other 
words, to diflolve the fociety ; an evil which can be no otherwi fe 
avoided, than by a violation of faith, and the general deftruGion of 
Bropertre . 
It has proved. extremely unfortunate that the confitution granted 
to congrefs,.an unlimited permifion of contracting debts. ‘i ‘hat ins 
itroment hes numereus and evident impe erfectionse Thiee of them 
fiiall be explained i in this place, becaufe they are connected with the 
propofed cenfus, and ought to be fully underftood. The conititution 
jays that ‘‘ the actial enumeration fhall be made within three years 
‘ after the, firft meeting. of the souprels of the United States; and 
¢¢ within every. fubfeqnent t erm of ten years, in fuch manner as they 
¢ fhall by law directs. The number of reprefentatives fhall not ex- 
“ ceed one for every: thirty thoufand.” The miftakes are as followss 
J. A cenfus fhould have been taken before the new congrefs had | begun. 
bufinefs. In the firft and fecond congrefs irreparable mifchief was 
committed. The third was founded on the new centus ; and being 
more numerous, more fpirited, and much better informed than its ae 
minutive and deteftable predeceffors, the career of Hamilton received 
an immediate check. The delay of the enumeration was, therefore, 
a very great mistor ture to Americas... 
IL. Wierxin every subsequent term of ten years was an ambiguous 
phrafe, and leaves too much in the power of congrefs. In a country 
‘like this, where the penginas of population | fuduate with fuch Ta. 
pidity, bar years was the longeft delay that fhould have been a aitted. 
If.this term had been fixed, the Britith treaty, would never have been 
accepted ; and all its ruinous confequences muft have been avoided. _ 
III. “© The number of reprefentatives fhall not exceed one for eve= 
Tay thirty thousand.” By this provifion, congrefs ey reduce them. 
to one for an hundredthoufand, a and allow no more than fifty reprefen- 
tatives, for the next cenfus. This was a very carelefs 1 method of trea- 
ting fuch an important point. , ‘There is another miftake in apportion- 
ing the reprefentatives. . When a flate contains fixty thoufand people, 
jt fends only one reprefentative, whereas by the prefent law, its neigh- 
bour with fixty fix thoufand willfend two. This is the height of ab- 
furdity., It would be proper and_juft that fuch odd numbers fhould be 
joined to an adjacent diftrict of fome other ftate. This is one of the 
reafons, why the people of America have at prefent fuch an imperfect 
and ‘unequal reprefentation in congrefs ; and that itiequality has been 
_ the principal fource of. thofe misfortunes that menace the country. 
Thus, reafons of all forts demand an immediate enumeration of thé 
people ; ; and care muit be taken by the republicans, that the electors of 
- the next prefident fhall be chofen upon that bafis. The greateft oppofi- 
tion to this plan muft be expected in the fenate of congrefs. As a {pe- 
imen of the method of doing bufinefs in that body, obferve the fol- 
ee anecdote. In the fecond feiffion of the fifth wa Mr. 
nnn + ee 
“NOTE. 
* Reflections on the observations of Dr. Price on the American Res 
wélution, printed at Philgdelpbia, in 1786. 
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{Woodworth and general Mafon chanced to quit the room, juft beforé 
a queftion was called. They returned immediately; the name of Mrs 
Bloodworth had been called, and they were not permitted to vote, for 
it isthe rule ef the houfe that the votes fhall be received only from thole 
membeis, who. are prefent, when the queftion is actually put. Some- 
time afterwards, Mr. Fofter of Rhode-Ifland happened to be abfent 
when his name was called. le came in juft afterwards, and wanted 
the vote to be taken over again. The recent cafe of the other two 
fenators was adduced. This did not hinder the ‘majority from grant- 
ing his requeft, as he particularly infifted on his being perfectly well 
acquainted with the question. When the clerk repeated his name, bee 
fold! he voted againft his own party.‘ T always told you,” faid Mr. 
Langdon, *f that he did not underftand the gueftion.” The yeas end 
nays were, however, called a third time, and Mr. Fofter finally voted 
like a truly federal senator. In the fpeech of Mr. Harper in the late 
at‘empt to try Mr. Blount, Harper fays that he confiders ‘“* this hono- 
© sable bedy as the iheet anchor of our veflel of ftates7* > ins Theet 
euchor wanted to make the fedition act a perpetual one. — When the 
alien 2 was under difeuffion before the fenate, Mr. Jacob Read of 
South-Carolina confefied in debate, that he confidered the act as pro-- 
hibited by the conftitution, but obferved that he was ready to go full 
foycher, and vote for comprehending under it the citizens of the Unit- 
ed States. Itis farther faid thatthe declared his readinefs for including 
the members of that house! He declared , that he would vote for this 
actin the teeth of the constitution! Thefe laft were his identical words, 
as Lhave got them from one of his brethren. Hence it is a mere 
wate of time to afcertain that the alien act is unconftitutional. The 
faét is too evident to require demonftration. This is the logic of a 
‘majority of the fenate, and fo great is their refpe& for the cenftitu- 

tion! Behold the fheet anchor that Mr. Harper {peaks about! | 
Ir is expected that, in a fhort time, the north weftern territory, and 
“the province of Maine will, each of them, be permitted to fend twe 
‘fenators to congrefs. Virginia will then have two votes in the Senate 
out of thirty fix. Witha million of inhabitants, fhe will fend twe 
‘fenators, and perhaps twenty four reprefentatives. Delaware, with 
“fixty thoufand inhabitants, has two fenators, and cne reprefentatives 
This jarring medley forms a ftrange {ample of reprefentative governs 
nent. Two houfes are held neceffary for the fake of deliberation. 
Perhaps it will, at fome time, be found advifeable to lay afide the fens 
te, and inftead of it to-divide the reprefentatives into two branches. 
To pafsa law, let it be requifite that the colleCtive number of yeas im 
the two houfes fhall exceed the total amount of the nays. “This rule 
“would preferve an abfolute equality of influence among the members, 
“who might be chofen for each houfe by ballot. This fyftem would be 
“fece from numerous objeGions which occur againft the prefent cons 

ftitution of the Senate. ley or ] 
DSR ETT 
NOTE. 
*® See, Printed account, page g7+ 
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Remarks on Mr. Blount’s Trial—JInteresting Message from Governor 
Mifflin to Mr. Adams—-Extraordinary History of the Ship Oracan 
bissa, and the Ship Alphabet—Abyss of American Dezradatict— 
The Sale of the Fair Play Schooner Boat. 


ONE of the firft queflions that came before the laft feffion of the 
fenate of congre{s was the impeachment of Mr. William Blount. Oa 
January 11th, 1799, it was finally declared that the fenate had not 
power to impeach him. This point was determined by fourteen votes 
again{t eleven; and the decifion was favourable to the rights of the 
people. The plea of the Defendant was that no man can be impeach- 
ed but a civil officer, that a member of either houfe of congrefs is not- 
fuch a perfon, and even if he were fo, that Mr. Blount, having been 
expelled from the fenate, was no longer any thing more than a private 
individual. It was generally believed that,the friends of order dic not 
défire to bring this cafe of Mr. Blount to a clear explanation, as it 
muft have invelved an eminent perfonage of the Britifh party. Had 
the defendant been found liable as a fenator, it is fuppofed that he 
would have been acquitted on the ground of his recent expulfion. But 
if once the right of impeaching members of congref’s had been eftabhihh- 
ed, it might have been made a terrible engine of party. A bare ma- 
jority of the houfe of reprefentatives had only to have impeached, 
Livingfton, Gallatin, or fome other diftinguifhed member. He was. 
then to be hauled before the fenate, where he was morally certain of 
being caft. Nay the fenate would very foon have begun to impeach 
members of theirown body. The efcape was narrow ; and it is worth 
while to record the names of thofe defpots who, voted for this dreadful 
Baresi: Thefe were Chipman, Davenport, Goodhue, Latimery. 
ivermore, Lloyd, Paine, Rofs, Sedgwick, Stockton, and Tracy. 

On January 31ft, 1799, there paft an act for the punéshment of cer 
tain crimes therein specified. ‘The motives for introducing this act: 
were truly deteftable. The defign was to caft an odium upon Dr. 
Logan, on account of his voyage to France. In this affair he pro- 
ceeded with the pureft intentions, and with a degree of fuecels which 
gave the utmolt mortification to the war party. He failed from Phi- 
ladelphia, in the Hamburg packet, about the beginning of June, 1798. 
From Hamburg he went to Paris. He was introduced by the Bata- 
vian ambaffador, to Merlin, a member of the direGory. His reception 
Was cordial. He was invited to dine wih Merlin. At dinner, he 
was foine to pive a speedy reconcilement be ween France and America. 
‘The landlord requefted him to drop that toaft, as he haddefigned.to give. 
it for his own. Merlin added that this reconcilement was the wilh. 
nearefttohisheart. The whole obje& of his voyage was to promote the. 
peace and welfare of both nations. A more benevolent purpofe never, 
glowed in an honeft bofom. Dr. Logan fays that, while > Lurcpe, he 
vifited fix different countries, England, Holland, Pruffia Goo anys 
Denmark, and France; and that the French are by far the moft = »- 
ing and contented people whom he has feen,, As to religion, the, 
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churches are open and freeuented upon “Sundays, thoush not quite & 
much as before the revolution. Every citizen pays what clergyman 
he thinks proper. All this is exactly, as it ought to be. Dr. Logas 
thinks that internal improvements are advancing fafter in the republie 
than in any eae of the United States. The Garden, of the wars heavy, 
but thé nation fupports it with chéarfulnefs. ‘Phere is an univérfal de 
termination not to think of peacé until the fall of the Britith monarchy, 
becaufe there exifts.a firm belief that no compaét.with that governs 
ment could be Tafting. Asthe expence’ of the war cafts Eneland thir- 
ty or ferty millions fterling per annuum, and as France is vaftly fuperior 
in refources, this overthrow cannot be at a ‘great diftance. Think then 
of the fituation in which America muft foon find herfelf, in cafe that fhe 
fhould be left'to cantend lingly with the Erench’ Revubhes ! “Even her 
peace eftablifhinent will, in 1802, have been raifed from feven millions, 
to fixteen millions and’an half. A wat on the back of this burden will, 
tuperadd: pli {ixty, or an hundred millions a year 

“Mucz clamour has been raifed with regard to French iapaeres tah 
congreis. ‘The following narrative evinces the exiftence of Britifh i in- 
fluence in that alfembly, On June 23th, 1798, governor Mifflin of 
Pennfylvania fent a letter to. the prefident. He therein ftated the re- 
cent evacyation of Port-au-Prince by the Britifh forces. He ebferved 
that they lad embarked a very great number of French white men and 

negroes on board of rran{ports, and had fent them to Ameri icas Twe 
of ‘thefe fhips had arrived at the port of Philadelphia. The remainder 
were daily expeced in’ fome of our harbours. “The governor faid that 
he had determisied to prohibit the landing of the negroes. He wifhed 
to refer to the prefident’ the cio whether’ thefe people ‘fhould be 
permitted to land. Elis reafon for this reference was that, .on account 
of the limited jurifdidtion of Pennfylvania, the negroes might be dif- 
Gipoarkd | in an adjacent flate, and that it might he neceffary to cee 
this probibition to white men. 

THe conftitution expréfsly prohibits congrefs from interfering on 
that head, previous to the year 18@8. The conftitution makes no di {- 

tinction, whether the paffengers fhall be white or black. The claufe 
has been quoted above a thoufand times, in the courfe of difcuffing the 
alien bills. Mr. Adams immediately tranfinitted to congrefs a copy of 
this letter, along with a written meffage. ‘ As my opinion, ”’ lays he, 
# entirely coincides with that'of his excellene y the governor, I recom- 
*< mend the fubject to the confideration of both houfes of congrefs, 

‘ whofe authority aione appears to me adequate to the eccafion.” 

Art this rate, it would be much better at once to burn the conftitu- 
tion, and thus avoid the ridicule of referring to its authority. Gene- 
neral Mafon, and fome other members, inflantly attacked the meflage, 
which was, by the majority, referred to a committee. On the 28th of 
June, this committee EBrice a bill authorifing the prefident * to 
“* prevent and regulate the landing of ' ‘French palteneere and other 

“ perfons, who may arr ive within the ports of the United: States, 
*¢ froin forei ign places.’’ “The bill was read a firft time. It was then 
moved that it fhould be read’a fecond time, on the fame day. The 
minority objecied, and quoted a flanding rule of the fenate, which i ISy 
that no ve can be a twice, onthe f me dayy withent the unani- 
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mous confent of the whole houfe. The propriety of this rule muft be 
imprefled on the mind of every man, who has been acquainted with the 
common progrefs of bufinefs in a legiflative affembly. ‘The majority 
were fo impatient to trample upon the conftitution, that they propoted 
to repeal thisrule.. The minority’ agreed not to infift upon the rule, 
which they confidered as the leffer evil; and thus the Journal of the 
fenate* fays that “it was agreed by unanimous confent to difpenfe 
« with it.’ This fhews that, in the fenate, the majority are perfectly 
defpotic. The bill was, atcordingly, read a fecond time. On the 
‘agth, it was brought up for a third reading. The ‘majority had con- 
ftantiy faid that this bill did not contradict the conftitution. General 
Mafon met them upon their own ground, and to. fhew the abfurdity of 
the whole procedure, the utter want of principle and decency that 
marked every part of it, he propoled the following fingular amend- 
ment: : . 7 
' “ Provided, that nothing in this ad, fhall be conftrued to prohibit 
“the migration or importation of fuch perfons as any ftate may think 
* proper, by law, to admit, nor (to extend ) to fuch perfons whofe ad- 
¥ miffion may be prohibited by the refpective ftates.”” Thefe words are 
copied from the conftitution. They go exactly to the annihilation of 
the whole effects of the bill. ‘The amendment was rejected by feven- 
teen votes again{ft three. The minority conlifted of Mr. Tazewell, 
Mr. Anderfon of Tennefflee, and General Mafon. Another amend. 
‘ment was then propofed by the General. The bill had a canting pre- 
amble, which’he wanted to expunge, and which ran thus: "The. pe- 
 culiar circumftances of the United States, in relation to the Republic 
“ of France, and the citizens thereof, require, that whilft the United 
States have afforded bofpitality and protection to Frenchmen who 
*¢ have fought’ an afylum in this country,” (Witnefs the alien bill, 
which was then on the ‘table before them!] ° they fhould, on the other 
“hand, guard againft the arrival and admiflion of fuch evil difpofed 
*¢ perfons, as, by their machinations, may endanger the internal faiety 
“ and tranquility of the country.” 

GENERAL Mason propofed to ftrike out thefe words, and infert a 
eandid ftatement: of the fac, in'thefe terms: ‘it 1s reprefented that, 
«6 on the evacuation of Port au Prince by’ the Britifh troops, a number 
“6 of French white-men and negroes, were put on board of veflels bound. 
« to the United States, fome of which have arrived, and others may 
“ thortly be expected, and it is deemed dangerous to admit indifcrimi- 
nately fuch perfons into the United States.” © 

‘The motion was divided, and it was agreed that the preamble fhou Id 
be flruck out. But the amendment was rejected. ~ On the 30th, the 
bill paft, and was fent down to the reprefentatives. On July ad, the 
ariftocratical majority of the latter postponed the bill until next sessian f 
This delay inftantly difcharged thefe people upon the devoted ftate of 
Pennfylvania. So great was the attention of its republican governor 
to the health and peace of its citizens! This rever‘al by the reprefen- 
tatives feems inconfiftent with the previous and extreme hafte of their 

NOTE. 
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allies in the fenate. The fa was fhortly this. The paffengers fron. 
Port au Prince were, at firft, underftood by governor Mifflin, and by 
the fenate of Congrefs, to be French Demacrats. This caufed the im- 
pitience of the fenate to prohibit them from landing. On Saturday, 
June 30th, Mr. Lifton, when he came to the houfe of reprefentatives, 
informed fome of the members in his confidence that the cargo con- 
{ited of aristocrats. This reverfed the whole bufinefs, The miltake 
ws correGied, andthe paflengers were fuffered to come on flare. It 
is. commonly believed that the peftilence of 1793 was imported inte 
Philadelphia by fugitives from Port-au-Prince. This afforded an ex- 
celleat reafon for excluding the fugitives of 1798; but that does net 
vicdicate the transference of the jurisdiGtion of Pennfylvania to the 
general government. In his letter to Mr. Adams, governor Mifflin 
obferves that, when prohibiting the difemberkation of the French 
negroes, he had a@ted “ with the advice of the attorney general, and 
« other flate officers.” The advice which thefe gentlemen gave, was 
perfecily proper ; but in pure juftice to judge M‘ Kean, to Mr. Rawle, 
and Mr. Dallas, it is of the createft impertance te.obferve that gov- 
ernoy Miffin does not fay, nor fo much as infinuate, that the attorney 
general, or any other lawyer, had adviled him to submti this matter to. 
toe president. ad the advice of his countfellors gone thus far, it:1s. 
reafonable to prefume that he would, a fecond time, have cited thei 
authority. But, as he has not done fo, the refponfibility for his refe- 
rence refts entirely with himfelf. Had the ftatute really paft, it would, 
have been a ftep entirely as exceptionable as the act respecting alici 
gnenriess™ At 

In juftice to gevernor Miffi'n, here is fubjoined an exact copy of 
his words refpeQiing the reference to Mr. Adams. “ The limited ju- 
“ risdiction of Pennfyivania, the facility with which our regulations 
“may be evaded, by difembarking the negroes in any adjacent states, 
and perhaps the neceffity of extending the prohibition to white-meny 
induce me to fubmit the fubjed to your confideration ; and to ree 
queft fuch a co-operation of the federal (perhaps he fhould have faid 


— } ae 


6¢ 
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NOTE. be 
- * Fhis is the title of that noted law which gravely declares that the 
most borrible oppression shall be committed * according to the dictates 
“¢ of humanity, and national hospitality.” What invincible assurances 
It seems very harsh to prelume without special reasons, that a French- 
man, or Englishman, residing in this country, shall be interested against 
it for the sake of that which gave him birth. Suspicron seems only 


reasonable, when the foreigner chances to have an immediate and per-— 


sonal connection with ihe government of bis own country, or when be is 
a merchant, whose business depends upon the support of bis credit with 
bis correspondents in that country. In America, this class is numerous 5 
but in all common cases,a man sincerely prefers the welfare of that part 
of the world, wherein be resides. Of late emigrants, Irishmen are by 
much the most numerous division; and they are not suspected of prejue 
dice in favour of the British tyrant. Their principles are known to be 
purely republican. It is for this reason that Mr. Adams, and the tories 
ef 1776, are so much afraid of these peoples 
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& erecutive) authority, as your excellency may deem expedient, for the 


«“ general fafety.” 

Ass for adjacent ftates, the governor had no concern to intermeddle 
about them. They were entirely capable to look to themfelves. The paf- 
faze clearly exculpates the officers of ftate, and concentrates in the 
writer himfelf, the whole confequences of this application. The fhe- 
riff of a county in Virginia might as well have applied to Mr. Adams 
for leave to prohibit inoculation for the fmall pox. The application 
is made to the prefident perfonally, and, as it feems, exclufively ; for 
congrefs are not mentioned. ‘This is worfe than the alien bill itfelf, 
which makes at lealt a pretence of including corgrefhonal aythoritys 
Thus, the late republican governor of Pennfylvania gave'a Dr€Vi+ 

ous fan@tion to the alien a@. Thefe facis aré inconteflible. “They 
ftand at full length upon record. The reader who preters perfons to 
principles, who cannot bear to fee faults in his favorite hero, is wel- 
come to fhut this volume. The fequel is that, when a political writer 
tells doth sides of truth, he is certain to meet, as Ihave done, with 
‘the blackeft revenge from both parties. If he attempts to anfwert 
all the rubbifh difcharged avainft him, he can find leifure to write 
nothing elfe. The hardihip of being attacked on every quarter is com~ 

enfated by his con{cioufnel’s of diligence in iearching for information, 
‘and of candour in digefting it. 

On February 8th, 1798, Mr. Adams fent a meffage to congrefs. 
‘He mentioned the receipt of a letter from the governor ef South-Ca- 
rolina, dated O&tober 22d, 1797- ‘The letter refpected the capture and 
‘burning of the Oracabifia, an Englith merchant fhip with her cargo. 
This outrage’ was committed in the harbour of Charlefton, on the 17th 
‘ef October preceding, by the Fortitude, a French privateer. The let- 
“ter from the prefident is couched in thé fame inflammatory and {wae 
gering file that diftinguifhes the reft of his productions. “ I have 
“ tranfmitted thofe papers,” lays he ** to congrefs—to fhew the pro- 
“ priety and neceflity of enabling the executive authority of govern- 
& ment to take meafures for protecting the citizens of the United 
* States, and fuch foreigners,” &c. 

Ir is hard to guefs what more authority Mr. Adams wanted. 'He 
“had the abfolute command of the forces both by fea and land, with 
‘the difpofal of all offices, both civil and military, under.the federal 
government. He was then, as he is now, to all intents and purpofes, 
‘the king of America. For experience has fully proved, what Patrick 
“Henry, governor Monroe, and many other men of penetration faw from 
the beginning, viz. that the United States had only reje@ted_ one mon- 
‘archy, that they might fet up another. If this violence had been ac- 
“ted by an Englfh privateer upon an American merchantman, Mr. 
Adams would have fuppreffed the whole ftory. This will appear from 
the following attefted narrative, which has long fince been tranfmitted 

‘to Mr. Adams. | Rainy 

“On OGtober sth, 1797, the American fhip Alphabet failed from 
‘Lifbon. Her cargo confifted of falt. - She. was the property of Roe 
‘and Simmons, merchants in Philadelphia; and fhe was configned te 
"Edward Roberts, merchant, in Norfolk. On November 22d, the Al- 
“habet was in ten fathoms of water, and diftant about feven leagues 
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from Cape-Henry...,..She was there captured by the Prema ante, ik 
Britifh Frigate, commayded by Captain Wyms. oe crew confitted of 
twenty men, befides the captain, Benjamin ,Driggs,.. The whole num- 
ber, excepting the captain, and the fecond mate, w re carried from on 
board of the Alphabet : into, the Prevoyante; and the fhip herlelf was 
difpatched « off under the care of a prize malter. The nineteen prifoners 
were confined on board cf the frigate, for ten days, during nine of 
which fhe lay at anchor in Hamp ton Road. Some of the crew were 
then releafed. Among thefe -were, Patri ck Roche, late mate of the 
Alphabet, Thomas Hanfon, John Thornton, David Downey, Mat- 
thew Edde, Charles Fackee, ‘Lrules -Hanfon, Charles HreMerie ky and 
Wide Dats On December 6th, 1797, thefe nine men appeared before 
Mr. John Nivifon, notary pablic for the diftridt of Norfolk, and mace 
oath to the above particulars. _ They farther {wore that fix of the crew, 
were {till detained on board of the Britith frigate, , Of thefe, three men 
were blacks, and three others were citizens of the United States, Their 
names were William Collet, Peter Graham, and George Bumbelbe- 
comb. ‘Two of them had certificates of citizenfhip from Philadelphia. 
At the requeft of the deponents, the notary, Mr. NivsHOn, drew up a 
proteft, of which the above is a corre& abridgement. ,,,, 

Tue conclufion of this affair produced a 1 fecond proteft But, as 
‘that paper has not come to hand, the following account is here given 
from verbal information. Poiriek Roche having told his adventures 
‘to fore geiitlemen at Norfolk, an officer of the federal-army, who was 

then quartered in that place, went over to Hampton Roads in a boat, 
‘With a view to recover the remainder of the Alphabet’s crew.. Roche 
“went aloiig with hims When the officer came on board of the Prevoy- 
‘ante, and | gave flotice of what he wanted, the captain faid that he muft. 
fave got hisinformation from Roche, ancietmed aly demanded whether 
that damned rafcal was in the boat? (The efficer was filent.. The cap- 
tain fent fome of his men into the boat. Roche ‘was found, brought on 
board of the frigate, and put in irons. He was kept in that fituation 
during the whole time that the frigate remained in Hampton roads. 
“He was daily hauled upott deck, and afked by Wyms, on board of what 
fhipon the American agen Be chofe to ferve, as he fhould certainly be 
‘fent into the Britifh navy ? Roche refufed to make a choice, and infift- 
ed for his freedom on the hopelefs foundation of his being an American 
citizen. There was no interference by the wooden government of Virgi- 
‘nia. When the Prevoyante left Hampton, Roche was difcharged. It is 
added that of the fix prifoners, the whitemen were fet free, and the three 
blacks carried off. John Adams received official notice of this tranfac- 
tion long before he fent to congrefs the difpatch refpeGting the Britifls 
flip, and he {poke not one ators it. _ He is requefted to tell, if he 
gan, his reafons for making this diftin@ion between a Frenth and an 
Englihh pirate. 

Ir fuch a tranfaGion had occurred ina feaport of the Britifh iflands,. 
Riad the mariners. of an Englith fhip been. thus treated in the harbour of 
“Liverpool, by:a French or Spanifh commodore, the whole ifland would 
frave refounded with indignation. The minifter would have felt an ab- 
folute neceflity for demanding inftant and complete fatisfaction. Thu¢ 
Wighifed and important is the coer of a Britifh fubje@, when contrafted 


PROSPECT BEFORE US. (01771) 


with that of an American citizen. An Englith owner of fucha vefel 
would inftantly have publifhed the particulars. » An American frequently 
dares not, left the Hamilton bank may refafe to difcount his bills. Ga- 
vernment alfo would perhaps. wreck its vengeance.in collecting his im- 
poft. The federalnewipapers would advertife him as a jacobin, and his Bri- 
tith correfpondent would probably ftop his importations. This is Ameri- 
can independence! Mr. Swanwick printed the cafe of his fhip Zwve Priends,* 
where the Britifh robbed him of two thoufand dollars; and he was fa- 
crificed to a Britifh and paper jobbing confpiracy. For the lait fix years, 
federal hiftory has chiefly confifted in a feale of external indignities gra- 
dually afcending, untilan inceflant confcioufnefs of deferved ignominy feem 
partly to have deftroyed, in the American mind, thofe faculties by which 
difgrace is felt. Our abject proftration to vanquifhed England is match- 
ed by our infolence to victorious France.. Perhaps a fevers bleeding will 
be neceflary to cool the violence of this national fever, this phrenzy for a 
French quarrel. Perhaps we mult have two or three handred additional 
millions of public debt, two or three American fhips of war feat.to 
the bottom, and two or three fea port towns reduced to afhes.. Tne fe- 
deral faction will ther begin to be reftored. to their fenfes. . Their newf- 
papers will ceafe to be choaked up with lamentations for the fall ofthe 
Mamalukes, and with lampoons againit the Jeprafy of republicanifz.} 
The fuperb difciple of Don Quixote mutt then learn to behave with 
common honefty, common decency, and common fenfe; and, as he has — 
copied the madnefs, he muft learn to imitate the virtues of his matter. 
Our impatience for another tvar feems to fhew that we have forgot- 
ten the felicities of the laf. .<* Tobacco,” fays Mr.. Jefferfon, ‘* was lefs 
« than a dollar the hundred pounds. Imported articles of cloathing, or 
‘«< confumption, were from four to eight times their ufual price. A buth- 
<* eloffalt was ufually fold for an hundred pounds of tobacco.”"} ‘J'wo 
bufhels of {alt have actually been fold for two thoufand pounds of tobac- 
co. Inone cafe, that quantity was recovered in anaétion imthecity of 
Richmond, long after the war had ended, and after tobacco had rifen to 
forty-five fhillings per hundred, fo that this falt cof feventy-five dollars 
per bufhel. This was, and this will be the firft effect of the deitruction of 
trade. The charges of fighting form a feparate article. From feven mil- 
lions per annum our eftablifhment has, within two years, mounted to ff 
teen millions. But the firft year of war will raife the fum to fixty millions. 
Againft France, alfo, privateers are ufelefs, becaufe fhe has no merchant 
fhipping. | 
‘To fecure juftice from England, it was not requifite to make fuch 
miferable fubmiffions as we have done. A conditional fequeftration was 
quite fuficient. In 1793, England had entertained fome thoughts of a 
rupture with the United States; but the fequel of that year put an end to 
herdefign. Even the bill for fufpending commercial intercourfe would 
have anfwered the purpofe of intimidation, and this bill was rejected in 
tn 
NOTES. 
* Vide American Annual Regifter, for 1796, chap. 2d. 
{ A phrafe in the federal new{papers. _ Eats 
4 See printed letter, dated My zgth, 1792. coe 
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the fenate,* only by the cafting vote of Jjohu Adams. Evidence has 


x 


ae been given of the dreadful apprehenfions of England from a 


ufpenfion of that fort. §& The additional example of the Chinefe po- 
ie deferves to be confidered. 

“Tn 1784, one of the Chinefe, at Canton, was killed by the accidental 
difcharge of a gunon board of an Englith fhip. Not only all Englith- 
men, but all other natives of Europe, were held accountable for chia mif- 
fortune. The whole trade of the port of Canton was inttantly flopt; 
and the foreigners, united in one body, prepared fordefence.. he gun- 
ner, who had caufed this cifturbaace, had. concealed himfelf: he was 
difeovered, given up, and immediately put todeath. Such a fact forms a 
lively contrait to the fate of Patrick Roche, and afcertains the admirable. 
fuperiority of maritime police in other civilized governments over that 
of America. ‘The Chinefe have not a fingle thip of war, nor even a fort 
at Canton; which deferves thatname. ‘The queftton therefore 1s, by what 
means did the Chinefe hold {uch a defpotic afcendeney over the foreign 
merchants? In the paper from which this account is taken, the Britith 
Eatt-India company have explained the nature of their dependence. 
They fay, that for a fingle feafon, they fometimes have at the 
mercy of the Chinefe government, property to the worth of two mil- 
lions, and two hundred thoufand pounds fterling, exclufive of country 
fhips, and the rifk of an utter and paps extinction of the trade 
itfelf.+ 

America ftood on the fame vantage ground. Without fequeftrating a 
ihilling of Britifh debts, it was in her power to fufpend intereourfe. ‘The 
trade of China is of much importance. to England ; put that of, the 
‘United States is of much greater. Where China bas met with one pro- 
vocation, America has endured ten millions! But then, to be fure, the 
court of Pekin is not crouded with Britith penfioners. ‘The emperor has 
not'compofed a panegyric of three. volumes on that mafs of iniamy, the 
Britifh conflitution. Hedoes not difplay an oftentations preference of 
England, or a defpicable antipathy to any other, nation. He does not 
permit a Britifh ambaflador to publifh the loweft barrack blackguardifm 
againit him, within five hundred yards ef his own fire-fide. He does not 


crouch under this utmoit degradation. He does not recant’ his “threats: 


‘againit that ambaflador’s printer,t for fear of lofing his office, and leit Ru- 





‘ NOTES. 
o* On April 27th, 794. 
& Hiftcry of 1796, chap. 3, and 7. 


t+ See Mr. aa fpeech on Jay’s treaty, in Bache’s debates, 


Vol, 2d-) py 
t An ee on Mr. John Adams was commenced: in the Britith Ga- 


zette, on February. zoth, 1799. Jt was continued on the 21ft. Hence. 


it is plain, that the writer acted with the approbation of Robert Lifton ; 
otherwife he would have been checked upon the firft day. But to place 
_the matter beyond all doubt, Fenno, in his /a/# /peech, of March ath, 
1799, is equalty fevere upon the prefident, and this effufion: of brutality 
was re-printed fram the Britith prefs, 
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fas King thould be appointed to fucceed him. Many frightful tories are told 
with refpe&t to the venality of Chinefe Mandarines. Itis evident, from 
the fate of the gunner, that they dare not trailic in the blood of their 
countrymen. Canton 1s faid to contain about a million of inhabitants ; 
yet fuch fis the accuracy of the aed in the midft of this immenfe 
multitude, the accidental death of a pvate man can only be compenfated 
by the life of the offender, At Canton, the moft fplendid bribe cannot 
ftifle the voice of blood, otherwife, the interruption of trade would hive 
been prevented by the proffer of a round fum. Ifone of the Alphabet’s 
crew had been murdered in Hampton roads, by the captain of the Bri- 


4 


tith frigate, there is not the fmalleit probability that this circumftznce 


would have attracted a moment’s attention. The moft fluptfied admirer | 


of federal dignity will not {ay that there is in this inflance a compariion 


between the American adminitration. and that of China. On the one ~ 


fide, we have comprehentive regularity, minute knowledge, and inflex- 
ible refolution. On the other fide, we have cowardice, treachery, and 
a favaye indifference to the fafety of cur fellow citizens, thacis, poii- 
tively peculiar to this country. Shoot a Creek, or a Kickapoo, and 
the whole tribe arife in arms. Kill, by mere chance, a Chinefe porter, 
and you ftep the whole intercourfe of Europe with the Chinefe empire. 
But inftead of revenging fuch injuries, Ivir. Adams endesvours to conceal 
them; while members of Congrefs, fuch as Harper and Tracy, deay 
the whole hiftory of Britihhimprefiment.* ‘Taking all cireumitances to» 
gether, there is nothing in the annals of mankind io extremely contempt- 
ible as the abject fubmiffion of America to the infolence of England, 
The little mole-hill republic cf St. Marino would hardly accept of fuch 
treatment from Moreau, or Macdonald, at‘the head of the conquerers 
of Italy. Our ufage by land is worle, if poliole, than that upon the 
water. Jay ftipulated for the “< full ana complete compeatation” for 
Britifh debts. In the debates of the fenate on this treaty, Mr. Vaze- 
well and general Mafon objected, that fuch debts would come to five 
millions of dollars, aad that the United States could not aiford to pay 
fo vaftafum. The majority had almokthrottled them. It was afferted 
that the whole amount could come to nothing like that fum: but thee 
debts to Britifh merchants will extend to fixty, or an hundred millions. 
How mauvy millions, or fcores of millions, remain to be fubjoined, the 
five commiflioners can neither tell nor gueis. ir 
Impartial men can affuredly difingaith between an argument and a 
nick-name; between a moral demonttration, and the rhetoric of a bag. 
nio; between'a proftituted hireling newfpaper, and a Congre.tioaal 
record, Apsly thefe remarks to tie cafe before us. 
+ Here, in paifing, it may be remarked that the late journeymen edi- 
tor Of Robert Litton, is often upbraided, as having formerly been a 
Britith corporal. Cen‘ures of that kind have as much as potible been 
banithed from this book; yet, when 4 favage diicharges a poifoned 
arrow, it feems equitable to take up, and return it. Such reflections can 





NOTES. 


* This they did. Vid. Hitory of 179%. 
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hardly ferve the caufe of liberty. Men of the moft fplendid fame and virtue _ 
have fometimes afcended from the loweft flep in the ladder of fortune. 
« Trole from the ranks myfelf,” faid the major of a Britifh regiment, 
‘to a gentleman who was joining the corps. ‘T’he founder of the Chriftian 
relizion was born in a ftable. It is not poverty, but depravity, *that 
forms an object of reproach. “1 prefer,’ fays Juvenal, ‘‘ Achilles, 
«© defcended from. Lherfites, to Therfites,; the fon of Achilles.’ 

"Che character of the corporal can never fink to a level with that of 
his diplomatic pay-mafter 5 and of that incendiary who abufed his pri- 
vilege of franking to circulate the libels of this rufian. Inthe feffion of 
December, 1798, Mr. Charles Pinckney, and My. Brown, of Kentucky, 
ftated, in the fenate of Congrefs, the following faét. In the preceding 
fummer, South Carolina, aud Kentucky, had been overwhelmed with 
franks from the office of the fecretary of ftate. The contents confifted, 
in general, of DAe revolution of Geneva, and Lhe Cannibal’s Progrefs. 
‘Lhe former gives an extravagant and fabulous account of the diffolntion 
of a litdle nett of ariftocrats, who had, for centuries, tormented their 
fellow citizens and themfelves. France extended one of her fingers, and - 
put an end to this nuifance, joft as we crufh a bug, or a hornet. ‘The 
republic has aifo admitted the Genevans to the whole rights and privi- 

leges of French, citizens. Thefe atts of Juftice and generofity were. 
worthy of the greatelt nation inthe world. To fancy that {uch a matter 
could be completed without bloodfhed, was like pretending to make a 
pudding without breaking the eggs. As for the Caunibal’s Progrefs, 
it contains a mafs of impudent forgeries.. But granting the whole to be 
true, it is not half to bad as the hiitory of the Jerfey prifon fhip. When 
Pickering fent about thefe pamphlets, he well knew that they were full of 
lies. ‘The obje€t was to gain votes for the Britith candidates, for the fixth 
Congreis. ‘The polt-maiters had complained of the immenfe number of 
letters franked by members of the legiflature, and it was in contempla- 
tion with the fenate of Congrefs, to check this privilege. But Mr. Pinck- 
ney remarked, that moit of thele letters were on public affairs; and that, 
as the officers of government were under no reftraint, they would have it 
in their power to deluge a whole country with pamphlets, on their own 
fide of the queftion*, while their opponents wanted an equal facility of 
ublication. ‘The obfervation was judicious, and the plan of reftrittion 
eli to the ground. All this propagation of flander was with a! view to 
ce the United States into an alliance with England, with a govern- 
ment on the verge of bankruptcy. Accounts from that country fay, that 
for the year 1799, the Brith navy was to coft fourteen millions fter- 
ling. If fuchis the eftimate, the termination will be at leaft eighteen or 
twenty millions. Add to this, the vaft premiums for the loan of the 
poper; for Pitt may now fay with St. Peter, “ tilver or gold have Inone.”§ 
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NOTES. 

* A reader in England will obferve with furprife how defpicable an ani- 
mala Secretary of State may poffibly be. ‘ 

§ An a&t of Parhament has declared the notes of the bank of Eng- 
land to be aleeal tender in payment. This bank has, for, two years 

. 7. o 4 - . ° ~ e , 
been infelvent, and fCarcely a fingle gcuinea 1s to be feen in the country- 
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The navy cannot, then, cot lefs than tweaty millions of guineas pér 
annum. ‘This comes to mach more than two-thirds of the prime coft. 
of the whole exports of England. Vaf fums are likewife wanted for the 
army, the intereft of the public debt, and the pention lift. The total 
difburfements are computed at about fixty millions flerling per annum. 
Of this fam, about one half, more or lefs, will be added to the national 
debt. Pitt has proceeded on the fame feale of expence for feveral 
years paft. No man can believe that this fyftem has a chance for longevity; 
yet it is upon the Britifh fabric of ruin that America muit lean for fup- 
port, in cafe of hofiilities with France. 

‘Thus, the United States are.to pay Mr. Pickering five thoufand dollars 
per annum, for frankingthe Britith ambaflador’s pamphiets. The method 
‘of colleGting the federal revenue, is fometimes as difgraceful as that of 
fpending it. Vor inflance, attend to the following authentic narra- 
tive. 

IN’ the fall of 1797, there was feized in the diftrit of Norfolk and 
Portfmouth, the Fair Play, a{mugeling ichooner boat. She had on board 
five kegs, and two half pipes of wine, and one cafk of ram. ‘The boat 
and cargo were fold at Norfolk. The charges of fate and fafe keeping 
‘came te three hundred and forty-four dollars, and feventeen cents. 
The proceeds of fale were two hundred and forty-four dollars, and 
twenty-five cents. ‘Thus, the balance due to the deputy marthal, after 
deduéting the proceeds, which he got by the vendue, was ninety-nine 
doliars, and ninety-two cents; which the United States loft by the feiz- 
ure. But farther, government was liable to the informer, in one half of 
the two hundred and forty-four dollars and a quarter, for which the boat 
and cargo had been fold. 





. Dolls. Cts. 
This half comes to 122) ah 
Balance due the deputy marfhal gg °g2 
Total lofs to the United States, ; 2Ig NEEs 





Two hundred and twenty-two dollars are but a trifling matter for a 
government to lofe. Yet, we mat confider that, until the prefent'year, 
the public income has confifted almoft entirely of impoft, and tonnage, 
and that, evenin 1799, they form {even millions aad four hundred thou- 
dand dollars, out of the ten millions of computed revenue. The queition 
then comes to be, whether you are willing to entra your whole eflate 
in the hands of a man, who has piucked you to the value of two hundred 
dollars. In the bill of charge, two hundred and forty-two dollars and 
forty cents are ftated for the cuffody of the fcbocuer boat for one hundred 
and fifty-three days, at one dollar and an haif per day. ‘The deputy 
marfhal did not much negle& his other bufine‘s, or injure his perional 
conititution, by his fatigue in attending to the fafety of his ward. The 
boat was run up into the mud, fuffered to lie there till, as itis alledged, 
fhe was rotten, and then the deputy iold her for eight dollars. ‘The very 
nails that held her together muff have been worth twice or four times 
thatfum. The fale was delayed foran hundred and fifty-three days, from 
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the time of feizure. Part of this poftponement was with a view to the 
dollar and a half per day, that has been charged for the /afe keeping of 
the boat. This imputation amounts to.an abfolute certainty, which will 
appear from what follows. ‘The citation of the mailer was given im Sep- 
tember, though the account does not name the particular day. The fla- 
tute of congrefs, of September 24, 1789, ordains, that there fhall be 
four feflions in the year ofeach diftriat court, and it was before this court 
that the cafe of the Fair Play fellto be tried. The fetions of Virginia 
ought by this law to be held upon the third Tueldays of March, June, 
September and December. Hence, the boat muft have been condemned 
either in September, December, or in fome intermediate time ; and, as 
the fale did not take place till February rit, 1798, the delay was evi- 
dently defigned for fome particular purpofe. An oldrotten halk was kept 
ap for five months, at an expence of two hundred and forty-two dollars ; 
and then fhe was fold for eight dollars, Ifan overfeer were to act in this 
way for but haifa day, his employer would turn him off the plantation. 
If the boat was not condemned in September, fhe fhould have been fo, 
for the feizure was made an hundred and fifty-three days, previous to the 
1ft of February, and this interval throws us back precifely to the ift of 
September, 1797. The cafe ought, therefore, to have been tried either 
onthe third Tuefday of September, or of December. If the deputy mar. 
fhal, himfeif, had been to pay a third perfon for this keeping of the boat, 
and to receive nothing by her but thefe eight dollars, the vendue would 
not havé been deferred till February ift, 1798. | é : 
Wat arewe to think of the cuftom-houfe oficers at Norfolk, who 
fuffered the boat to lie rotting for fuch alength of time, in the mad, and 
who finally pafled fuch an exorbitant account ? All the real trouble 
which the deputy marfhal had to perform, could with eafe have been 
overtaken in fix hours, fo that he was paid for his agency at the rate of 
fifty-feven doilars per hour. Out of the whole account given in by him- 
{-lf, there is only one article of cath advanced, viz.a dollar and feventy- 
five cents, for advertifing the fale. The reftisnet profit by his agency. 
‘<< No. man,” fays Juvenal, ‘‘ reaches at once to the laft tage of wick- 
ednefs.”? No public officer would have paffed this account, unlefs he 
had been in the habit of fimilar tranfa@tions. Itis highly probable that 
the deputy marfhal received but a {mall part of the booty. << Doft thou 
s¢ think,” fays Falftaif, «¢ that 1 am to be dammed gratis ?”? There can 
be no queflion that a thoufand affairs of this kind are annually buried in 
filence; and filence, like other commodities, mui be paid for, Butthe 
proper blame does not reft with the comptroller of the treafury, or the 
cuftom-houfe officers, and far lefs with the deputy marthal: This maa 
only did what almoft every other man would have done in his place. He 
knew that pecalation would go forward, either with or without him ; and 
he took advantage of a bungling flatute of congreis, to promote the in- 
tereit of his family. In order to give complete fatisfaction on this fub- 
ject, here follows an exact copy of the original bill, as prefented by the 
deputy marfhal to the collector of the cuftoms, and paftat the treaiury. of 
the United States, t 
*« Dr. the United States pr. Otway Bird, efg. collefor of 
the diftri&t of Norfolk and Portfmouth, on account 





of the feizure, condemnation and fales, of the fchoon- 
er boat, Fair Play,five kegs and two half pipes of 
~ ‘wine, and one ca‘ of rum, in account carreat with 


Be Os. 





_ James Hunter, deputy marihai, Cr. | 

© 1797, Sept. ‘To mileage, executing Citations on five 
kegs of wine, Il 40 
To do. on one cafk of ram, By 4 
To do. ontwo half pipes of wine, 11 40 
"Fo do. on fchooner Fair Play, Ik 40 
To citing the maiter, ESO 
To 153 days cutody, at 150 cents per aay, 242 40 
Po mileage on each decree. 11. 40, 45 60 
_ To advertising fales, Ess 
Tocommitiion on 244. 25. ai 3 percent. per contra, A 98 
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{This is the amount of charges, and it is evident that the attual labour 

\ did not require above halfa day. ‘Phe mileage comes to more than 
ninety dollars, and the deputy relides in Norfolk: hence, although he 
had been paid by the yard, inflead of the mile, this money might have 
carried him to the field of ation, We come now to the other fide of 
the account, the proceeds of fale. | 


~ 








*¢ Dr. 1798, Feb. 1. By amount of fales, viz. Da. 
One cafk old ram, Mr. Myers, 94 
One half pipe wine, N. M’Gill, an 
One do. William Plume, 61 
Five kegs wine, four, cath, 6. 25 
Schooner Fair Play, T’. Stephenfon, 8 
| Sy eee aay 
By ball. due James Hunter, snd § 69 92. 
344 17 





« Norfolk, February tf, 1798—Errors excepted. 
(Signed) JAMES HUNTER, Deputy Marfhal.” 

Ir is impoilible to read this account without a {mile of indignation. 
The enormity of the naked flatement comes home to every underitanding. 
it could neither be aggravated by the clogennce of Cicero, nor diminifh- 
ed by that of Demottnenes: ninety dollars for imaginary mileage! and 
two hundred and forty-two dollars for the cuftody of a boat that fold for 
eight dollars! If this piece of naval architecture was much larger than a 


common beef tub, the wocd alone was worth more than eight dollars, at 


the back of Mr. Hunter’s chimney. ‘The rigging and iron work mut 
alfo have been valued at fomething. ‘Through j#cb hands pais three- 
fourths of the revenue of the United States ; for we have no reafon to 
fuppofe that the colleGor at Norfolk is either better or worfe than the 
bulk of his brethren. Confidence and refponfibility are annexed to his 
ftation ; and the candid prefumption is, that Mr. Bird would not commit 
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Fees of the maufals as Bed By tha body, va fabjest OF 
complaint and difpute, but in vain. a | fh ae 
In the midit of fach doings, a-minori 






; rity of the delegates of Virginia 
_ have dared to addrefs their conftituents in thefe terms :.“* We derive 
© great confolation in reminding ourfelves of the following faéts ; that 
“© our refources are vait, are annually increafing, are managed with abjlie’. 
«« ty, and difburfed with integrity ; that they are applied to the people*s 
“© good, and the people’s good only, confonant to their intention, and by _ 
<< their chofen fervants ”* 3 arc ee 
As for ability and integrity, the FAIR PLAY is only one inftance out 
of ten thoufand ; and that the minority may no longer expofe their want _ 
of information, they had better pcrufe the following chapter. — ‘2m 
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: NOTE. 
 * See their late counter addreis. 
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Erratur—=p. 88, linc z1 from the top, for hogfhead seach hundred: . 
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